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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y212/01 series overview

Y212/01 is one of twenty four units in Paper 2 for the revised A Level examination for GCE History. This
unit tests an extended period of History of about 100 years through a short-answer essay and a
traditional essay. The paper contains two questions, each having two parts, a short-answer essay and a
traditional essay and candidates had to answer both parts of one question.

To do well on the short-answer essay question, candidates needed to consider the significance or
importance of both issues, factors, individuals or events mentioned in relation to the question. Having
analysed or explained both they must reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important or
significant.

To do well on the traditional essay, candidates needed to address the issue in the question, using
detailed supporting knowledge. To reach the higher levels, candidates needed to assess the issues they
discussed and reach a supported judgement, at least in the conclusion.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally:

generally:

e gave equal consideration to the two issues in e considered only one of the issues or discussed

the short-answer essay

reached a developed and supported
judgement as to which issue was more
significant or important

linked their knowledge of the issues to the

one in a superficial way

produced a judgement that was not supported
and was therefore assertion or a judgement
that did not follow logically from the response

were unable to use their knowledge to address

focus of the question the issue in the question

e discussed at least two relevant issues in depth | ¢ showed a poor understanding of the major

e gave supporting detail, which was both issues relevant to the essay

accurate and relevant to the question set, not | e were unable to support their answer with
just the topic relevant or accurate material

¢ reached a supported judgement about the ¢ did not focus on the precise wording of the
issue in the question question

e made a series of interim judgements about the | ¢ made unsupported comments about issues
issues discussed in relation to the question. which were no more than assertions.
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Question 1 (a)

1 (@) Which of the following was the more serious challenge facing the early Republic in 17837
(i) Economic problems
(ii) The distrust of central authority

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

This was the least popular of the two questions. The biggest challenge for those who attempted this
guestion was the date, 1783. Candidates struggled to adhere to this date and often strayed into the
constitution-making phase of the topic, rather than sticking to the immediate aftermath of the war, as the
question intended. Better responses addressed economic problems by focusing on the burden of debt
and dislocation of trade caused by the war. For the distrust of central authority, candidates usually
emphasised the fear that a war fought to remove an overmighty British government might simply result in
a federal American equivalent. Relatively few candidates made much of Americans’ overriding local
loyalty to colony or state.
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Exemplar 1 is a sound response with a sound point for each factor. It is uneven because it does not
emphasise loyalty to colony/state for (ii) and strays forward to consider Shay’s rebellion for (i). Hence, it
was given a high Level 4: 6 marks.
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Question 1 (b)*

(b)* How similar were the colonies in North America in 17407? [20]

The date, 1740, was once again important. Two approaches were equally valid: either to compare
British, French and Spanish colonies, or just to compare the different British colonies. In general, the first
approach, requiring less very specific detail, was the more successful, the usual points of comparison
being, political arrangements, and the colonies’ religious and economic character. Most successful
candidates concluded that the biggest differences lay between the British colonies and the others, simply
by virtue of the number of settlers, which was far higher in the British colonies. The second approach,
confined to the British colonies, often led to a consideration of slaveholding and more specific religious
denominations.
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Exemplar 2
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Exemplar 2 took the second approach, which was confined to the British colonies leading to a
consideration of slaveholding and more specific religious denominations. This exemplar struggled to
provide the detailed evidence that is required for the higher levels. The response does have some
understanding and a line of reasoning, although much of the knowledge is general and it lacks
development. Hence, it was given a low mark in Level 4. 10 marks.
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Question 2 (a)

2 (a) Which was more important in bringing about the Declaration of Independence in 17767
(i) The first Continental Congress
(ii) The second Continental Congress

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

The vast majority of candidates took this question. In some cases, it appeared that its pairing with 2(b)
may have been the deciding factor, as crucial details were attributed to the wrong Congress. The best
responses correctly identified the transitional character of the first Continental Congress, showing that it
was preparing the ground for independence by endorsing the confrontational Suffolk Resolves while,
overall, presenting itself as loyalist. For the second Continental Congress, good responses picked up on
the context of growing military confrontation in Massachusetts and the importance of the Olive Branch
Petition, the rejection of which by King George Il proved decisive in moving the Congress towards the
Declaration. Other important factors included the full attendance of representatives from all 13 colonies,
including the principal authors of the Declaration, as well as significant military preparations.
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Exemplar 3
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Exemplar 3 is a high-level response with good understanding. Ideally, there would have been a

reference to the Suffolk Resolves but otherwise, knowledge is strong and the contexts well understood,
hence Level 6: 9 marks.
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Exemplar 4 also has a good contextual grasp but is less well detailed, and a little uneven in coverage of

the factors, hence Level 4; 6 marks.

Misconception

Congress, not the second Congress, sent the Olive Branch Petition to George Il

@ Thinking that the first Congress was more conciliatory, several candidates decided that this
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Question 2 (b)*

(b)* ‘The Stamp Act controversy was the most important event in causing the deteriorating
relations between Britain and the colonies in the period from 1763 to 1775.” How far do you
agree? [20]

This was a very popular question. The most common, effective approach was to assess the Stamp Act
controversy and then set it against other disputes between 1763 and 1775. Popular choices for
alternatives were: the Townshend Duties, the Boston massacre, the Boston Tea Party and Coercive Acts
or sometimes the Proclamation Line of 1763 or Sugar Act (1764). More general factors were less
successful as they could not so easily be considered an ‘event’, as stated in the question. Effective
responses recognised the significance of the Stamp Act controversy as the inspiration for militant action,
typified by the ‘Sons of Liberty’, implying that later events simply built on the Stamp Act agitation. An
alternative line was equally plausible; that the Stamp Act controversy died down, as did other disputes
up to 1773, but that the Tea Party and consequent Coercive Acts marked the point of irreversible
deterioration of relations.
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Exemplar 5 is an effective response with a generally good grasp of the material, a line of reasoning and

substantiated judgement, although the candidate could have made more of the Stamp Act controversy,
hence Level 5: 14 marks.
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Exemplar 6
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Exemplar 6 has a similar core approach but is less developed in terms of line of reasoning, hence Level
4: 12 marks.
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