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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Paper 4 series overview 

The standard of the 2023 cohort was particularly high and the examiners were delighted by the quality of 

the Homer, Sophocles and Aristophanes responses. Although timing was crucial in this paper, it 

appeared that most candidates were able to write in considerable detail and express their many creative 

ideas on paper. Those candidates who had learned their verse set texts thoroughly tended to do very 

well indeed and were able to manipulate the text to support their ideas in a way that was often extremely 

impressive. 

Successful responses were able to make use of an armoury of different literary techniques and skills, 

using features such as the poets’ choice of language, word order, repetition and the sounds of words to 

illustrate their points of view. Less successful responses were less certain about the meaning of the 

Greek found this more challenging and often missed out sections of the Greek in the extended 15-mark 

commentary questions, which resulted in lower marks. 

Candidates are advised to write their translations on alternate lines in order to maintain clarity and make 

their work easier to mark. The examiners would also ask candidates to be precise in their numbering of 

the questions and, if they have not answered questions in the order in which they appear on the paper, 

to make it extremely clear where each response is. 

 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• worked logically and chronologically through 
the extracts of Greek, commenting in on a 
wide range of key aspects that answered the 
question 

• wrote in detail for each extended question, 
explaining their ideas in depth 

• had a good working knowledge of the Greek 
and were able to evaluate its meaning  

• used frequent quotations from the texts in 
order to support the points they made  

• considered the effects of particular literary 
techniques on the audience 

• considered the potential for different 
responses between a contemporary and a 
modern audience to particular aspects of a text 

• introduced extended responses to 15- and 20-
mark questions with brief introductions and 
rounded them off with short conclusions which 
served to clarify the candidate’s approach to 
the question 

• included English translations of each Greek 
quotation 

• avoided leaving gaps in their responses but 
made sensible guesses at responses they did 
not already know. 

• lacked confidence in their knowledge of the 
text and as a result focused on certain parts of 
an extract without looking at it as a whole 

• omitted large sections of the Greek 15-mark 
extracts in their commentaries 

• wrote brief and insubstantial responses overall 

• had a tendency to paraphrase the Greek and 
retell the story of a text rather than engage 
forensically with the language 

• focused on basic literary techniques, such as a 
writer’s use of superlatives rather than more 
advanced stylistic features 

• repeatedly commented on the same technique 
(such as word positioning within a line) through 
an extract instead of considering a range of 
literary, structural and stylistic features 

• omitted translations of Greek quotations 

• left gaps in their responses without attempting 
a logical guess which may have been worth 
some marks. 
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Section A overview 

The examiners were delighted with the quality of the responses to this paper by the 2023 cohort. 

Candidates had clearly been very well prepared for the examination and showed a wide range of 

analytical and evaluative skills in their responses to the texts.  

Both of the 15-mark extended responses were completed to a high standard and in many cases 

candidates were able to show off their analytical skills to good effect, evaluating the effects of the poets’ 

word choice and stylistic techniques. In the 15-mark responses, the majority of candidates were able to 

refer to the text accurately in support of their points and again most were able to comment competently 

on the content and the language in their responses. Many responses were Level 4 standard, perfectly 

competent but not quite at the highest level of analysis. Sometimes this was due to technique where 

candidates wrote too much on a couple of lines early in a passage and then either skimmed over or 

missed out relevant material later in a passage as time pressures started to bear on them.  
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Question 1 (a)*  

This question was generally well answered, and candidates demonstrated their knowledge of the text, 

plot and characters in their responses. The most successful responses worked carefully through the 

extract line by line, highlighting key points from the Greek that would emphasise the support that Athena 

is offering to Telemachus. The greatest differentiator tended to be how well the candidates could 

translate the Homer, and whether or not they could identify a range of literary techniques that reinforced 

the meaning of the text to the audience. 
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Exemplar 1 

Exemplar 1 demonstrates the candidate’s understanding of the text – each Greek quotation is translated 

into English for clarity and the points that are made do not simply focus on the meaning but on the effect 

of Homer’s use of language to impart meaning.  

The candidate is also confident enough to explore ideas about the tone of Athene’s words, ranging from 

polite suggestions to clear commands as conveyed by Homer’s use of language. This exemplar also 

shows the way in which a successful response frequently links their points back to the question, using 

phrases such as ‘echoing her support for Telemachus’…; ‘these clear instructions help him…’; ‘showing 

Athene’s support is effective’. By using this type of signposting, the candidate is showing their strong 

grasp of the text and an ability to link it carefully to the question. 

Assessment for learning 

 

Textual criticism can be challenging, particularly in stressful examination situations when it 

may seem easier to paraphrase the meaning of the text. However, candidates should 

remember that there is no one correct response to the question and no fixed approach – any 

convincing, well-argued idea that is supported by examples from the text is likely to be worth 

more marks than a plot summary, even if it may feel a little far-fetched to the candidate. 
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Question 1 (b)  

Parts of this extract were challenging, particularly lines 3–4 describing Telemachus’ bedroom. Some 

candidates forgot that ὑψηλὸς agreed with θάλαμος, but the translations were generally done 

accurately.  
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Question 1 (c)  

This question allowed for a range of potential responses, each worth 1 mark, and candidates performed 

very well, identifying six pieces of information about Eurycleia’s past and present connection with 

Telemachus’ family without difficulty. 

 

Question 2 (a)  

This question was answered very well, and the vast majority of candidates had no difficulty in identifying 

six features of this very extreme situation. 
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Question 2 (b)  

The translation caused slight difficulties as many candidates omitted the particle οὖν in line 12 and did not 

bring out the force of the aorist in ἔγνων in line 14 to give the sense that Athene had been well aware of 

the situation for some time. 
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Question 2 (c)*  

This question was very well answered by the vast majority of candidates who responded to the 

Sophocles text with an admirable combination of accuracy, detail and flair. Those who were given high 

marks considered the effect of the stylistic features of Sophocles’ text, working carefully through 

Tecmessa’s speech without missing out key points. There was some excellent analysis of how the style 

of writing highlighted different emotions. Many candidates tended to focus on the first 15 lines and pass 

over the final four lines. 

More successful responses recognised the power that the sounds of words may have had on a 

contemporary audience, particularly in the lamentations of line 9 ‘πρὸς γὰρ κακοῦ τε καὶ βαρυψύχου 

γόους’ and 12 ‘ὑπεστέναζε ταῦρος ὣς βρυχώμενος’, while the irony of Ajax being described as a bull 

sitting amid slaughtered cattle was highlighted particularly effectively by many. Most candidates made a 

clear comparison between Ajax’ current humiliation with his glorious past.  
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Exemplar 2 

Exemplar 2 shows an extract from a successful response. The candidate mentions Sophocles’ contrast 

between silence and sound in their introduction to this question, and in this extract uses the speed of 

Ajax’ lamentation to highlight his emotion. The candidate expands on their point by considering the 

playwright’s word choice, use of pleonasm and line structure which brings a sense of Ajax’ all-

encompassing grief. Each quotation is translated into English for clarity, and the candidate explains their 

points clearly. 
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Section B overview 

Overall, Section B responses were completed to a standard that equalled those of Section A. Candidates 

were able to demonstrate an impressive understanding of the Greek and a strong grasp of the plots of 

their chosen texts. 

The performance on the lower tariff comprehension questions was of a high standard. If candidates had 

learned their set texts, then they tended to answer them well, with many given full marks or close to full 

marks in their answers. 
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Question 3 (a)  

Almost all of the candidates who completed this question were given the full 3 marks available. However, 

if marks were not given it tended to be because the candidate assumed that one of Nausicaa’s maids 

had missed the ball rather than the princess herself failing to make an accurate throw. 
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Question 3 (b)  

There were a number of potential responses to this question available in the extract, and candidates 

tended to be very adept at identifying them. In some cases, successful responses included explanations 

for certain choices, e.g. the fact that Odysseus’ first words in line 5 are ones of lamentation ‘ὤ μοι ἐγώ’ 

indicate his vulnerability, while his use of three successive questions suggests his uncertainty.  

 

Question 3 (c)  

The translations of this extract were typically very successful, despite the challenging nature of the 

Greek. The biggest issue that prevented candidates from securing full marks was omission – in some 

instances, candidates missed out ὀρεσίτροφος in line16 or mistranslated ἠὲ μετ᾽(+Acc); the lion is 

mingling with the cattle, sheep and wild deer at this point in the simile, before his stomach forces him to 

make an attack. 
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Question 3 (d)*  

Candidates tended to write coherently and creatively about what the extract shows of Nausicaa’s 

character. The most successful responses worked carefully through the Greek, line by line, and were 

able to demonstrate a good grasp of the language and Homer’s use of stylistic features. There were 

many successful responses, although many candidates focused on the first 15 lines, while the final 5 

lines drew less reference and analysis; the better responses made relevant comment on material from 

these lines. 

Popular topics that candidates discussed were Nausicaa’s royal appearance, her clear commitment to 

showing xenia towards Odysseus and her philosophical attitude to the suffering that he must have 

endured before his arrival on Scherie. There were a number of very successful responses that covered 

Nausicaa’s plans to help Odysseus and ways in which the use of language emphasises her control of 

the situation at this point. 
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Many candidates assumed that the two questions Nausicaa asks of her maids in lines 14–15 to be 

rhetorical, but this is debatable – the maids were running away from the sight of Odysseus, and her 

question is more likely to be directly asking them where they are going than being asked for rhetorical 

effect. 

Less successful responses omitted the final part of the extract where Nausicaa shows her pride in the 

Phaeacians – their close relationship with the gods and the island’s security from hostile attacks. 

Candidates are advised to work through the entire extract and to avoid missing out key parts of the text. 
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Question 4 (a)  

The quality of responses to this question was particularly high and in many cases the examiners were 

impressed with the quality of the evaluation and analysis that candidates produced. The text includes a 

wide range of pointers that offer clues to the very strained and imbalanced relationship between Ajax 

and his slave wife Tecmessa, and all the responses went some way to discuss the complexities that it 

involves.  
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Question 4 (b)  

This question was well answered, and candidates showed a good understanding of the relevant extract. 

Most were given full marks in their responses. 

 

Question 4 (c)  

One mark was available for each point in this question, and as there were a number of potential points, 

most candidates were given high marks. 
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Question 4 (d)  

Most candidates were able to score 4 or 5 marks for this translation, which was excellent. The area of 

difficulty proved to be the distinction between εἰσόμεσθα and μαθησόμεσθα in lines 17 and 18: knowing 

that it is necessary to yield to the gods but having to learn to honour the Atreidae. Even in his reduced, 

humiliated state Ajax’ rage against the kings is palpable and it is clear that this is a lesson he does not 

want to learn. 

 

Question 5 (a)  

Almost all of the candidates who answered Question 5 were successful in attaining 3 marks for this 

question. 
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Question 5 (b)  

This question was particularly well answered and candidates made a range of excellent points. 

 

Question 5 (c)  

Most of this translation was completed well, although some candidates found line 17 challenging – when 

Stepsiades says εἴθ᾽ ἐξεκόπην πρότερον τὸν ὀφθαλμὸν λίθῳ, he wishes that he had already gouged 

out his eye with a rock; he is not suggesting it as a future action. 
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Question 5 (d)*  

The standard of responses to the Aristophanes text was particularly high this year, and the candidates 

showed themselves particularly adept at identifying humorous features of the play but were also 

analytical when discussing Aristophanes’ use of language. As with other 15-mark questions, the 

responses that given the highest marks were those which focused carefully on the Greek, approached 

the text logically and worked through it using translated quotations to reinforce their points. In many 

responses there was a concentration of comment on lines 8–26. The first seven lines attracted less 

comment although there was relevant material in these lines that might have proved useful. 
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Section C overview 

In the essay responses, many candidates wrote successful responses at a suitable length, and Level 4 

standard was common. The essay questions were phrased in an open enough way to allow a variety of 

approaches to answering and all candidates were able to produce at least a creditable response with 

many producing thoughtful, relevant answers. 

 

Question 6*  

Hardly any candidates defined the characteristics of xenia before considering its importance in the books 

that were studied. A small number of candidates offered (often not very relevantly) a counter-argument 

considering the importance of other themes in comparison to xenia but the majority of responses tended 

to be well-informed and made reference to a range of appropriate examples from the text. 

 

Question 7*  

There were many successful responses to this question. Some candidates wrote full and compelling 

responses and were able to demonstrate a thorough knowledge of the play in its entirety. The most 

successful responses were those which included detailed examples from the text and argued the 

question in a detailed and logical manner. 
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Exemplar 3 

Exemplar 3 uses several phrases to maintain a clear link with the question, such as ‘… we should pity 

Ajax …’; ‘fills us with pity …’; ‘… one cannot but pity his dying …’; ‘fills us with pity…’ which serve to 

keep the essay on a clear trajectory and maintain focus. The candidate includes a range of detailed 

examples from the play which supports their argument effectively. The use of quotations also helps to 

cement the candidate’s understanding of the play and indicates that they have revised thoroughly. 
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Question 8*  

This question required two angles of approach for a really successful response: funny and not funny. When 

combined, responses often achieved high marks. Some slightly lower level responses wrote only about 

one of these aspects. The examiners were impressed by the contextual comments that many candidates 

included about the nature of theatrical festivals and contemporary political issues that would have affected 

the Athenians’ response to the play – this added depth to their responses and indicated that they had been 

well taught.  
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Copyright information 

Question 1: © Homer, Odyssey, Ed. Allcock et al., Bloomsbury, 2020. 
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