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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper 4 series overview

The standard of the 2023 cohort was particularly high and the examiners were delighted by the quality of
the Homer, Sophocles and Aristophanes responses. Although timing was crucial in this paper, it
appeared that most candidates were able to write in considerable detail and express their many creative
ideas on paper. Those candidates who had learned their verse set texts thoroughly tended to do very
well indeed and were able to manipulate the text to support their ideas in a way that was often extremely
impressive.

Successful responses were able to make use of an armoury of different literary techniques and skills,
using features such as the poets’ choice of language, word order, repetition and the sounds of words to
illustrate their points of view. Less successful responses were less certain about the meaning of the
Greek found this more challenging and often missed out sections of the Greek in the extended 15-mark
commentary questions, which resulted in lower marks.

Candidates are advised to write their translations on alternate lines in order to maintain clarity and make
their work easier to mark. The examiners would also ask candidates to be precise in their numbering of
the questions and, if they have not answered questions in the order in which they appear on the paper,
to make it extremely clear where each response is.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

¢ worked logically and chronologically through ¢ lacked confidence in their knowledge of the
the extracts of Greek, commenting in on a text and as a result focused on certain parts of
wide range of key aspects that answered the an extract without looking at it as a whole
guestion

e omitted large sections of the Greek 15-mark
¢ wrote in detail for each extended question, extracts in their commentaries

xplaining their i in h . . .
explaining their ideas in dept ¢ wrote brief and insubstantial responses overall

¢ had a good working knowledge of the Greek

and were able to evaluate its meaning ¢ had a tendency to paraphrase the Greek and

retell the story of a text rather than engage
¢ used frequent quotations from the texts in forensically with the language

h [ h . .
order to support the points they made o focused on basic literary techniques, such as a

¢ considered the effects of particular literary writer’s use of superlatives rather than more
technigues on the audience advanced stylistic features

¢ considered the potential for different ¢ repeatedly commented on the same technique
responses between a contemporary and a (such as word positioning within a line) through
modern audience to particular aspects of a text an extract instead of considering a range of

« introduced extended responses to 15- and 20- literary, structural and stylistic features

mark questions with brief introductions and ¢ omitted translations of Greek quotations
rounded them off with short conclusions which
served to clarify the candidate’s approach to
the question

o left gaps in their responses without attempting
a logical guess which may have been worth
some marks.

¢ included English translations of each Greek
guotation

e avoided leaving gaps in their responses but
made sensible guesses at responses they did
not already know.
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Section A overview

The examiners were delighted with the quality of the responses to this paper by the 2023 cohort.
Candidates had clearly been very well prepared for the examination and showed a wide range of
analytical and evaluative skills in their responses to the texts.

Both of the 15-mark extended responses were completed to a high standard and in many cases
candidates were able to show off their analytical skills to good effect, evaluating the effects of the poets’
word choice and stylistic techniques. In the 15-mark responses, the majority of candidates were able to
refer to the text accurately in support of their points and again most were able to comment competently
on the content and the language in their responses. Many responses were Level 4 standard, perfectly
competent but not quite at the highest level of analysis. Sometimes this was due to technique where
candidates wrote too much on a couple of lines early in a passage and then either skimmed over or
missed out relevant material later in a passage as time pressures started to bear on them.

5 © OCR 2023



A Level Classical Greek - H444/04 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report

Question 1 (a)*

1 Read the following passages and answer the questions.

‘ool 0" avTE mukivwe DroOnoopal, at ke TONa

V" AQOAC EQETNOLY EELKOOLY, 1] TIC AQLOTN,

£0XEO0 TTEVOOUEVOC TTATOOC OV OLXOUEVOLO,

NV TIC TOL ELTNOL BROTWYV, 1) 00TAV AKOVOTC

ek ALog, 1] te paAota Gépet kAéoc avOowmnowot. 5
nowta pev e [TVAov éADE kat elpeo Néotooa dilov,

kelbev d¢ Lndotnvde maoa EavOov MevéAaov-

0¢ Yo devtatog NADeV Axatwv XaAKOXITWVV.

el péV KeV aTEOC BLOTOV Kl VOOTOV dKOVOTC,

N T AV TQUXOUEVOS TteQ ETL TAQING EViauTov: 10
€1 8¢ ke tebvnwrtog drxovomnc und’ £’ éovtog,

vooTroag on émerta GIANV £ maTEda yaiav

OTUA T€ Ol XeDAL KAL ETTL KTEQER KTEQELEAL

TIOAA HAA”, GO0 EO0LKE, KAl AVEQL UNTEQa DOVVAL.

AVTAQ TNV O1) TAVTA TEAELTNOTNC T Kal £0&NC, 15
dhoaleaBar o1 Emerta kata Ppoéva katl katax Bupov

OTTIWGC KE PVNOTNOAGS EVLI HEYAQOLOL TEOLOL

KTEVNG 1€ 00AW 1) ApPadOv- 0VdE Ti o€ XOM

VITUAAC OXEELV, ETTEL OUKETL TNALKOG €00L.

Homer, Odyssey |.279-297

(a)* How effectively does Homer convey Athena's support for Telemachus in this extract?

You should refer both to the content and to the language of the passage. [15]

This question was generally well answered, and candidates demonstrated their knowledge of the text,
plot and characters in their responses. The most successful responses worked carefully through the
extract line by line, highlighting key points from the Greek that would emphasise the support that Athena
is offering to Telemachus. The greatest differentiator tended to be how well the candidates could
translate the Homer, and whether or not they could identify a range of literary techniques that reinforced
the meaning of the text to the audience.
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Exemplar 1

L
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S e J
(OJ'UT‘(A) Tw)((ru/mj urroemromam/\, & w00 cosupl (KA
A« 7 - \_rg/\o> s Ve dolie
POV 1 "9V} Snfefive YNT:- Dchhetng har £u{%i(rl’ fa
Meltmacchoss, Mo vio ok Hox \i‘n\:jod.e_ fn Tn(%ﬁ\ ! 50
M_mf)_@('_mi éulp[mf 4> o sl forts r,b
iﬂt‘gb_(HM Lotsdpua O, P\W WOU’A v-'iﬁj elies
I\AJ'YV.»J._EA}’ f "lf' af A SLLAP (VT-/?P()’;'T\ and, t2
”Sa had  qut [?pj/t@ 'rffmr}rvmwor\ aflaca(” o.,ﬂ’ (oﬁfagu_
_ ‘Ilom clear
RN ”ﬂ/(hlom dUng Ll L\M.. +o Fk.opl _mwooff'% 'h\n_lka_Mrd.huﬁ
hrths” sl PLAS [(.44:( m»l/ w;s.’Z &um&flf P((L-L—& is
_ oAl L\M\M. Nows S Lm Fo ’m’,L (. Ple  faaia
m}!’bw) (0:-340-\4 frdler ¢lio M’m fv P o
(o OL.'W\)M— (e Mnna thos’ pas 3o, AhpDi oy e i
oo $! qﬂfuﬂb’e -

Exemplar 1 demonstrates the candidate’s understanding of the text — each Greek quotation is translated
into English for clarity and the points that are made do not simply focus on the meaning but on the effect
of Homer’s use of language to impart meaning.

The candidate is also confident enough to explore ideas about the tone of Athene’s words, ranging from
polite suggestions to clear commands as conveyed by Homer’s use of language. This exemplar also
shows the way in which a successful response frequently links their points back to the question, using
phrases such as ‘echoing her support for Telemachus'...; ‘these clear instructions help him...”; ‘showing
Athene’s support is effective’. By using this type of signposting, the candidate is showing their strong
grasp of the text and an ability to link it carefully to the question.

Assessment for learning

Textual criticism can be challenging, particularly in stressful examination situations when it
@ may seem easier to paraphrase the meaning of the text. However, candidates should
remember that there is no one correct response to the question and no fixed approach — any
convincing, well-argued idea that is supported by examples from the text is likely to be worth
more marks than a plot summary, even if it may feel a little far-fetched to the candidate.

7 © OCR 2023
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Question 1 (b)

TOLOL O¢ TEQMOMEVOLTL HEAAG émi €é0TteQog NADE-

01 TOTE KAKKEOVTES EPav 0lKOVOE £KATTOG.

TnAépayog o', 601 ot OaAapog megikaAAéog avAng

VYmMAOC DEOUNTO TTEQLOKETMTW VI XWOW,

Ev0’ €Bn eic eOVI)V MTOAAX Ppoeot peQunilwv. 5
T O &Q” dp” ailbopévag dadac Pp£pe kedva LI

EvoukAel, Qnroc Ouydtno Mewonvogidao,

TNV oTe AA€QTNC MOLATO KTEATETOLY EOLOLV

mowMPnV €1 Lovoav, EetkoodPox d” Edwkev,

oo D€ LV KEDVT) AAOXW TlEV €V HEYAQOLOLY, 10
£V O 00 moT’ €piKkTOo, XOAOV O dA€eve Yuvaikoc:

1) ot Ap” atlbopévac daidac dée, kal &€ paAlota

dpwawv PAéeoke, kat étpede Tuthov édvra.

wiEev d¢ Ovgac DaAapov moka o Tolo,

£CeT0 O’ €V AéKToW, HaAakov O’ Ekduve YlTwva: 15

KQLTOV HEV YOALINS TUKIUNOEOS EUPade xeQalv.

Homer, Odyssey 1.423-438

(b) Translate totot d¢ tegropévolot ... poeot peounoilwv (lines 1-5). [5]

Parts of this extract were challenging, particularly lines 3—4 describing Telemachus’ bedroom. Some
candidates forgot that VmAoc agreed with O6&Aapog, but the translations were generally done
accurately.

8 © OCR 2023
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Question 1 (c)

c) 1w d &g’ ap’ aibousvag ... Eupade xeootv (lines 6-16): what information do these lines
| Q ap K [ Q
provide about the relationship between Eurycleia and the family she serves? [6]

This question allowed for a range of potential responses, each worth 1 mark, and candidates performed
very well, identifying six pieces of information about Eurycleia’s past and present connection with
Telemachus’ family without difficulty.

Question 2 (a)

2 Read the following passages and answer the questions.

Odvooeie {OpEV YAQ 0VdEV ToavEéS, AAA" AAwpeOa-
KAYw ‘OeAoving t@d’ vmeCvYNV TOVQ.
EPpOaguévac Yo oTtiwg VQLOKOUEY
Aglag ATMAOAG KAl KATVAQITUEVAC
€K XE10OC AVTOLS TMOLUVIWV EMOTATALG. 5
VO’ OVV EKEIVQ TIAG TIC AUTIAV VEUEL
Kal pot T OmTr)0 AUTOV El0OWV HOVOV
TNOWVTA TEdIX LV VEORPAVTW EldeL
doalet te KAMMAwoeV- eVOEWS O Eyw
KT (XVOS 00w, KAl T HEV OTUaivopal, 10
T O EKTETAN YA KOUK EXw padetv 6tov.
KAQOV O’ EPNKELS: MAVTA YO T& T 00V TAQOS

TA T €lo€TeLTA OT) KUBEQVWHAL XE€QL.

AOnva &yvwv, Odvooey, kat aAat puAaE Epnv
) 01] TEOOLHOC ic OO0V KLVAYIQ. 15
Odvooelc N kai, GiAn déomova, mEOS KALQOV TTOVQ;

Sophocles, Ajax 23-38

(@) lopevyao ... pabetv 6tov (lines 1-11): what details about the situation does Odysseus
describe to Athena? [6]

This question was answered very well, and the vast majority of candidates had no difficulty in identifying
six features of this very extreme situation.

9 © OCR 2023
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Question 2 (b)

(b) Translate kawpov d éprikelc ... kapov movw (lines 12-16). [5]

The translation caused slight difficulties as many candidates omitted the particle o0v in line 12 and did not

bring out the force of the aorist in ¢yvwv in line 14 to give the sense that Athene had been well aware of
the situation for some time.

10 © OCR 2023
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Question 2 (¢c)*

Téxpunooa KL TOV pev 11010 mAgiotov adpOoyyog xodvov-
émert’ épot T detv’ EmmmeiAno’ Emm,
et un pavoinv mav 10 ovvtuxov mabog,
KAVNOET €V TQ TOXYHUATOS KUQOL TTOTE.
KAYW, PLAoL, deloaor TOVEEIQYATUEVOV 5
EAeEa v OOOVTEQ EENTUOTAUNV.
00’ eVOULC EEQUWEeV olpwyas Avyodg,
&g oUmoT  avTOL MEOO eV ElONKOVO ™ EY@W:
TIOOC YAQ KAKOD TE Kal Paguipvxov yooug
TOLOVOD el MOT AVOQOG EENYelT EXELV: 10
AAA” APOPNTOC OEEWV KWKVHATWY
UmeoTévale TADEOC WS BOLXWHEVOC.
VOV O’ €V TOLAOE KEIUEVOS KAKT) TUXT)
(AOLTOC AVNQ, ATIOTOG, £V HEOOLS POTOLS
odNEokuNoy ovxog Daket meowv: 15
Kat ONAOGC 0TIV ¢ TL dQAOEIWV KAKOV.
TOLAVTA YAQ TWS KAl A€yeL KwdLETAL
AAA’, @ diAoL, TOVTWV Y oUvVeK' E0TAANY,

aonéat’ eioeAOovteg, el dOvaoOé Tu.

Sophocles, Ajax 311-329

(c)* How does Tecmessa convey the strength of Ajax’s emotions in this speech?

You should refer both to the content and to the language of the passage. [15]

This question was very well answered by the vast majority of candidates who responded to the
Sophocles text with an admirable combination of accuracy, detail and flair. Those who were given high
marks considered the effect of the stylistic features of Sophocles’ text, working carefully through
Tecmessa’s speech without missing out key points. There was some excellent analysis of how the style
of writing highlighted different emotions. Many candidates tended to focus on the first 15 lines and pass
over the final four lines.

More successful responses recognised the power that the sounds of words may have had on a
contemporary audience, particularly in the lamentations of line 9 “tpog Yo kakov te kat faguvyov
Yo6ovg” and 12 “Omeotévale tavog ws Povxwpevog’, while the irony of Ajax being described as a bull
sitting amid slaughtered cattle was highlighted particularly effectively by many. Most candidates made a
clear comparison between Ajax’ current humiliation with his glorious past.

11 © OCR 2023
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Exemplar 2

Tire J{@Len in nf. erofon 1N Ui
Shrdwi Yo o e JV\Q/'(' Shero s/ (pediedd
§‘ﬁ DAL S Jh‘(o,a_cgh L’N /Lra»&)'ﬁ posesn |
e e e e e ey
A — Yaito ot RSN LVA
(abrents .= Glhe ),MMLomeM s f[Le
2a Ao /(*m~ /\(/\alt}Qak L 1
rg/bM‘aki?m Gﬁ 9u@u3“‘\} )j‘lAwa e

]

AR
Je

o A

[T opnss, %L 4«#»:-: Yy ebshkons . The ﬂ(aanrmh'c
"i{wuwzw btw- it ~— “hao wa.\&sza!\ Doty Sl
"[Aﬁgllll(ats\{'s ’ﬂjfuf wttesr Ao s N — Ders
L J AG/ pae( @MY+~ i/]/'Qz‘ﬂQ/\‘f‘ B[4

f{/kﬂ&/ oddihan vL LAue ‘MSLO/\U LN
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R o lre b 0.,(\30/{_'

o

[

N

Exemplar 2 shows an extract from a successful response. The candidate mentions Sophocles’ contrast
between silence and sound in their introduction to this question, and in this extract uses the speed of
Ajax’ lamentation to highlight his emotion. The candidate expands on their point by considering the
playwright’'s word choice, use of pleonasm and line structure which brings a sense of Ajax’ all-
encompassing grief. Each quotation is translated into English for clarity, and the candidate explains their
points clearly.

12 © OCR 2023
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Section B overview

Overall, Section B responses were completed to a standard that equalled those of Section A. Candidates
were able to demonstrate an impressive understanding of the Greek and a strong grasp of the plots of
their chosen texts.

The performance on the lower tariff comprehension questions was of a high standard. If candidates had
learned their set texts, then they tended to answer them well, with many given full marks or close to full
marks in their answers.

13 © OCR 2023
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Question 3 (a)

3 Read the following passages and answer the questions.

odatoav Entett’ €gone pet’ audinmolov Bacidea:

apupLroAov pév apagte, Pabein o' Eupaie divny-

aLd’ Emi pakQov avoav- 0 0 &ypeto dioc Odvovele,

ECOpEVOC O dopave katd Goéva kat kata Qupov-

‘@ poL Y, TEwv ATE BROTAV EC YAV IKAVW); 5
N0 ol Y’ UPooTal Te katl dyQLoL ovde dikauot,

ne GrAo&evol kat ov voog ot Oeovdn|g;

¢ T¢ e KovEAwV appnAvOe OnAve avty:

VUHPAWY, Al £X0V0 0QEWV ALTTELVA KAQN VA

KQL T YAS TOTAHWV KAl THOER TOUEVTA. 10
N VU mov avOQmwV et oXedOV aLdNEVTWY;

AAA” ay” éywv avTog megnoopat NoE dwpat”

¢ elmwv Oapvwv Ortedvoeto dlogc Odvooelc,

&Kk MUKLVNC O VANC mtogOov kAdoe Y el axeln)

PUVAAWV, e QLOALTO TTEQL XQOL UNOEX PWTOC. 15
PN O’ fuev ¢ te Aéwv 0peoiTEOdOC dAkL emoldwg,

0c T elo” VOUEVOC KAL ANJUEVOC, €V DE 0L OTOE

datetar avTAQ O POVOL HETEQXETALT) OlETTV

nNe pet’ ayooténac éAddouc: kéAetan dé € yaoTn)o

UNA@V TTENoOVTA KAl € TUKIVOV dOpOoV EADELY. 20

Homer, Odyssey VI1.115-134

(@) odaioav émewt’ ... kata Ovuov (lines 1-4): what series of events causes Odysseus to wake
up? [3]

Almost all of the candidates who completed this question were given the full 3 marks available. However,
if marks were not given it tended to be because the candidate assumed that one of Nausicaa’'s maids
had missed the ball rather than the princess herself failing to make an accurate throw.

14 © OCR 2023
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Question 3 (b)

(b) @ potéyw ... undea pwtog (lines 5-15): what evidence of Odysseus’ vulnerability is there in
these lines? [6]

There were a number of potential responses to this question available in the extract, and candidates
tended to be very adept at identifying them. In some cases, successful responses included explanations
for certain choices, e.g. the fact that Odysseus’ first words in line 5 are ones of lamentation ‘@ pot &y’
indicate his vulnerability, while his use of three successive questions suggests his uncertainty.

Question 3 (¢)

(c) Translate pn o tuev ... dopov éADeLy (lines 16-20). [5]

The translations of this extract were typically very successful, despite the challenging nature of the
Greek. The biggest issue that prevented candidates from securing full marks was omission — in some
instances, candidates missed out opeoitoogog in linel6 or mistranslated n)¢ pet’(+Acc); the lion is

mingling with the cattle, sheep and wild deer at this point in the simile, before his stomach forces him to
make an attack.

15 © OCR 2023
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Question 3 (d)*

OV O av Navokda AeVKWAevog avtiov ndda-

‘Eetv’, émel oUTE KAk oUT &doovi dwTl €otkag:

Zebg & avtog véper 0ABov ODAvpmoc dvlowmoowy,

£¢o0Aoic 10¢ kaxolo, Omwe €0EANOW, EkdoTw:

KAL TTOL 001 TAd £dwKE, 0¢ dOE XON TETAGUEY EUTNC. 5
VOV O, EMELTUETEQNV TE TTOALV KAl YAV IKAVEL,

oUT 00V £€00nTOC devrjoeat oUTE TEL KAAOL,

@V ETEOLY IKETNV TAAQTEIQLOV AVTIATAVTAL.

AOTL O€ TOL OEilw, Q€W OE TOL OUVOUX AdV.

Dainkec pev TVOE MOALY KL YXIAV £XOVOLY, 10
el 0’ éyw Ouydtno peyaAnToeog AAKIVOOLo,

oL O’ &k Damkwv ExeTat KAQToC te Pin te.’

1 0 KAl AUPLITOA OOV EVTTAOKAUOLTL KEAEVOE:

‘oTNTE pot, AppimoAor ooe Gevyete hwta bovoA;

1 wr) mov Tiva duopevéwv Gaol’ Eupevar avdQwv; 15
oUK €00 00TOC AvnE dLeQOg PROTOC OVdE YEVNTAL,

0¢ kev Pankwv avdoV £ yatav (kntat

onotta Ppéowv- paAa yao dpidot abavatowow.

olcéopev 0" dnavevde MOAVKAVOTW EVi TOVTW,

£oxatoL, 0LOE TIC AppL POtV ETtpioyeTat ’AAoC.” 20

Homer, Odyssey VI.186-205

(d)* What aspects of Nausicaa's character does Homer emphasise in this extract?

You should refer both to the content and to the language of the passage. [15]

Candidates tended to write coherently and creatively about what the extract shows of Nausicaa’s
character. The most successful responses worked carefully through the Greek, line by line, and were
able to demonstrate a good grasp of the language and Homer’s use of stylistic features. There were
many successful responses, although many candidates focused on the first 15 lines, while the final 5
lines drew less reference and analysis; the better responses made relevant comment on material from
these lines.

Popular topics that candidates discussed were Nausicaa’s royal appearance, her clear commitment to
showing xenia towards Odysseus and her philosophical attitude to the suffering that he must have
endured before his arrival on Scherie. There were a number of very successful responses that covered
Nausicaa’s plans to help Odysseus and ways in which the use of language emphasises her control of
the situation at this point.

16 © OCR 2023
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Many candidates assumed that the two questions Nausicaa asks of her maids in lines 14-15 to be
rhetorical, but this is debatable — the maids were running away from the sight of Odysseus, and her
question is more likely to be directly asking them where they are going than being asked for rhetorical
effect.

Less successful responses omitted the final part of the extract where Nausicaa shows her pride in the
Phaeacians — their close relationship with the gods and the island’s security from hostile attacks.
Candidates are advised to work through the entire extract and to avoid missing out key parts of the text.
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Question 4 (a)

4 Read the following passages and answer the questions.

X0006¢ Alag, €xewv 07 av OIKTOV S KAY®W POV
OéAow’ av- aivoing yao av ta thod’ Emm).
Alac KALKAQT €MAvOL TEVEETAL QOGS YOUV €U0V,

£xv HOVOV TO Tarx 0V €0 TOApQ TeAety.

Téxunooa AAA” @ OIN T Alag, avt’ Eywye meioopal. 5
Aloc KOUICE VOV oL taida TOv €UV, ws dw.

Téxpunooa Kol pnv Gopolot y' avtov éEeAvodunyv.

Alac £V TOLODE TOIS KAKOLOLV; 1) TL MOL AEYELS;

Téxpunooa ur) ool Y€ mov dvoTtnvog avtioag Havo

Alag TRETOV YE TAV TV dALUOVOS TOVLIOD TODE. 10
Téxpnooa AAAT 0OV €y ‘GUAaEX TOUTO V' dokéoal.

Alacg emmveo’ €oyov kai govolay v €Qov.

Téxpnooa TLONT av e &k Twvd av wheAotul og;

Alac OOC MOL TTQOTELTTELY AUTOV Eudavn) T DeLv.

Teéxunooa KAl uNv mEAQS yeE mooToAoLs puAdooetat. 15
Alac TLON Tt pLEAAEL 1) OD TTaxpovoiay €xewv;

Téxunooa @ AL, TATNE KAAEL 0€. DEVEO MEOOTIOAWY

Ay’ avTOV 60TEQ XUV eVOVVWV KLOEIC.
Alac E0MOVTL PwVELS 1) AeAelupévw AOywV;

Téxpnooa Kol O koplel mEOoTOAWY GO’ €yyv0ev. 20

Sophocles, Ajax 525-544

(a)* How does Sophocles present the relationship between Ajax and Tecmessa in these lines?

You should refer both to the content and to the language of the passage. [15]

The quality of responses to this question was particularly high and in many cases the examiners were
impressed with the quality of the evaluation and analysis that candidates produced. The text includes a
wide range of pointers that offer clues to the very strained and imbalanced relationship between Ajax
and his slave wife Tecmessa, and all the responses went some way to discuss the complexities that it
involves.
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Question 4 (b)

Alag

KAYW YA&Q, OC T delv’ KaQTEQOLY TOTE

Badn oidneoc @, éONAVVONV oo

TEOC TNOOE TNG YLVALKOG: OIKTIQW O Vv

xnoav maQ’ €x000ic mMAdA T' 0QPpavov Aumteiv.

AAA” gl TEOC T AOVTOX KAl TAXQAKTIOUG 5
AlU@OVAG, WS av Avpad’ ayvioag epa

unvy Bagelav eEaréEwpan Deac:

HOAQV Te XWoV €vO’ av aotiPn kixw,

KQUYwW TOd" €yX0G TOLOV, EXOLoTOV BEA@Y,

yadag 6pvEag EvOa un tic detar 10
AAA a0TO NUE Adng te 0wlOHVTOV KATW.

€Y YaQ €€ 00 X€10L TOUT €de&dunyv

i "EXT0Q0¢ dronpa duopEVETTATOD,

OUTIW TL KEDVOV €0X0V AQYyeiwv mdoa.

AAA” €0’ AANONC 1) BooTt@V maQouia, 15
£x0owv ddwoa dwoa KoUK OvVHoLuA.

ToLYaQ TO Aotmov eloopecOa pév Oeoig

elery, panoopecOa &' Atgeidac oéBer.

AQXOVTEC €loty, W00 VTekTéoV. TL uny;

Sophocles, Ajax 650-668

(b) k&yw yao ... 0odpavov Awrtetv (lines 1-4): what changes in his own attitudes does Ajax
identify here?

Examiners’ report

[4]

This question was well answered, and candidates showed a good understanding of the relevant extract.
Most were given full marks in their responses.

Question 4 (c)

(€) aAA’ elpt ... Agyeiwv maa (lines 5-14): what does Ajax say he will promise to do in these
lines from his so-called ‘deception speech’?

[3]

One mark was available for each point in this question, and as there were a number of potential points,
most candidates were given high marks.
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Question 4 (d)
(d) Translate &AA™ €0t dANONC ... Tl unjv (lines 15—-19). [5]

Most candidates were able to score 4 or 5 marks for this translation, which was excellent. The area of
difficulty proved to be the distinction between eicopecba and pabnooduecOa in lines 17 and 18: knowing
that it is necessary to yield to the gods but having to learn to honour the Atreidae. Even in his reduced,
humiliated state Ajax’ rage against the kings is palpable and it is clear that this is a lesson he does not
want to learn.

Question 5 (a)

5 Read the following passages and answer the questions.

Z1oePiadng  &AAT 00d" O XQNOTOC OVTOOL VEAVIAG
EyelpeTa TNG VUKTOS, AAAX TTéQdeTAL
€V TEVTE OLOVQALS EYKEKOQOVATUEVOC.
AAA’, L DOKEL QEYKWUEV EYKEKAAVUUEVOL.
AAA 00 dUvapat deidatog 0OV dakvopEeVOg 5
070 TNE dAMAVNS KAl TS PATVNG KAL TWV XQEWV
OLX TOLTOVL TOV LIOV. O OE KOUNV EXWV
imraletal Te Kal ELVWOIKEVETAL,
ovelomoAet 0 tmmovg: éyw O AmOAAvpaL
00V Ayovoay TNV oeAnvnv eikadac: 10
Ol YXQ TOKOL XWQOLOLV. ATTE, mat, AVXVOV,
KAKDEQE TO YOAUMUATELOV, (V' Avayvw AaPwv
0moooLC 0OPeAw Kat Aoylowpat TOLS TOKOUC.
dEQ dw, Tt OdeiAw; dwdeka pvac INaoia.
oL dwdeka pvac aoly; Tt éxonoaunyv; 15
0T €MOLAUNV TOV KOTITATIAV. OLHOL TRAXG,
el0" éEexdmmnv mEodTEQOV TOV OPOAA OV AtDW.
Pedimmidne PAwv adkelS - EAavve TOV 0ALTOL dQOUOV.

Z1oePddng  TOUT €0TL TOUTL TO KAKOV O 1~ ATTOAWAEKEV.

Aristophanes, Clouds 8-26

(@) AAA 00D ... 0éykwpuev éykexkaAvuuévol (lines 1-4): how does Aristophanes introduce
Strepsiades’ son? [3]

Almost all of the candidates who answered Question 5 were successful in attaining 3 marks for this
question.
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Question 5 (b)

(b) A&AA" ov dVvaparl ... pvac INaoia (lines 5-14): what worries does Strepsiades reveal to the
audience in these lines? [6]

This question was particularly well answered and candidates made a range of excellent points.

Question 5 (¢)

(c) Translate o0 dadeka ... u° amoAwAekev (lines 15-19). [5]

Most of this translation was completed well, although some candidates found line 17 challenging — when
Stepsiades says €10’ ¢£exonnv mpdtepov Tov 0pOaAipov AlBw, he wishes that he had already gouged
out his eye with a rock; he is not suggesting it as a future action.
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Question 5 (d)*

LroePadne  Dépe, tic Yo ovTog 0UTtL TS koepuaboag avio;
Mabntnc a0TOC.
Croeddng  Tic avtig;
MaOnti)c LZwKQATNC.
LtoePadne w ZwkQATEC. 5
10" o0tog, avaBonoov avTOV pot péya.
MabnT)c AUTOC HEV OV OV KAAETOV: O YAQ HOL OXOAT).
LroePadne w LwkoaTteg,
@ ZwKoaTdov.
LwkodTtng Tl pe KaAELS, wdnues; 10
L1oePadng mowTov pEV O TL OGS, AVTIPOA®, KATELTTE HOL.
Ywroatng AEQOPATW KAl MEQLPQOV® TOV TALOV.
LroePadng  Emelt’ Ao TapEoL Toug Beolg UTteRdoVELS,
AAA” OUK ATTO TS VNG, £LTTEQ;
Lwroatng OV YQQ AV TOTE 15
£ENVEOV 000G T PETEWOR TTOAYUATA,
€L UM KQEPAOAG TO VONUa kKal TV povTida,
AETTTIV KATAPEIEAC €C TOV OPOIOV AEQAX.
€10 v xapal Tavew katwbev éokdmovy,
oUK dv 100" NOEOV- 0V Y AAA’ 1) 1) Bla 20
EAKEL TTQOC ALTV TNV IKUAdA TS povTidoC.
TIAOX EL OE TAVTO TOVTO KAl T KAQOAHA.
Lroeadne  mawg g
1 POOVTIC EAKEL TNV IKUAD 1S T KAQOAUQ;
0L vuov kKaTtdpnd’, @ Zwkoatidov, we éué, 25

tva pe ddA&nc wvmep évek’ EAnAvOa.
Aristophanes, Clouds 218-238
(d)* How effectively does Aristophanes present the interaction between Strepsiades and
Socrates in these lines?

You should refer both to the content and to the language of the passage. [15]

The standard of responses to the Aristophanes text was particularly high this year, and the candidates
showed themselves particularly adept at identifying humorous features of the play but were also
analytical when discussing Aristophanes’ use of language. As with other 15-mark questions, the
responses that given the highest marks were those which focused carefully on the Greek, approached
the text logically and worked through it using translated quotations to reinforce their points. In many
responses there was a concentration of comment on lines 8-26. The first seven lines attracted less
comment although there was relevant material in these lines that might have proved useful.
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Section C overview

In the essay responses, many candidates wrote successful responses at a suitable length, and Level 4
standard was common. The essay questions were phrased in an open enough way to allow a variety of
approaches to answering and all candidates were able to produce at least a creditable response with
many producing thoughtful, relevant answers.

Question 6*

6* How important is the theme of xenia or guest-friendship in the books of The Odyssey that you
have read? [20]

Hardly any candidates defined the characteristics of xenia before considering its importance in the books
that were studied. A small number of candidates offered (often not very relevantly) a counter-argument
considering the importance of other themes in comparison to xenia but the majority of responses tended
to be well-informed and made reference to a range of appropriate examples from the text.

Question 7*

7* To what extent is Ajax worthy of pity in Sophocles’ Ajax? [20]

There were many successful responses to this question. Some candidates wrote full and compelling
responses and were able to demonstrate a thorough knowledge of the play in its entirety. The most
successful responses were those which included detailed examples from the text and argued the
guestion in a detailed and logical manner.
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Exemplar 3
Moreover, we shouid pity Ajax in the way that Agamemnon and Menelaus wanted to treat his

body. His only request to Zeus was that Teuker find him first so that he may not be exposed and cast out as
prey for the dogs and the birds. This is also an important lliadic notion, as right in Book |, we see the
importance of being buried for the Homeric hero (right in the first few lines, we find out that ten thousands
have been exposed in addition to the arc of Hektor's body). Menealus is the first to chance upon him and
engages in a long battle with Teuker as to what they should do with the body with them trading insults
(with Teuker accusing him of rigging the vote and outwitting him that Ajax was independent and hence
Menelaus had no control over him). Moreover, Menelaus' brother Agamemnon comes along and insults
Teuker's lineage ("l do not speak barbarian") even further until, ironically, Odysseus intervenes to
emphasise that they would "only be insulting the god's and their laws.” The way he was almost exposed fills

us with pity.

The violent way in which he dies with his sword is especially powerful, especially as he calls it a
most hateful of weapon. It is ironic, as Hektor was dragged around Troy with Ajax's belt and Ajax dies by
Hektor's sword. He prays for a swift death from Hermes after the sword has ripped his ribs asunder and one
cannot but pity his dying through such an important prop (it is emphasised as being the sword he used to
kill the flocks eralier in the play). Moreover, the addresses to Zeus, the Furies, Hermes, his native land,
apologies to his parents and the wailing with which the mother will receive his death fills us with pity as to

his death and those he lives behind.

Exemplar 3 uses several phrases to maintain a clear link with the question, such as ‘... we should pity
Ajax ...’; fills us with pity ...’; ‘... one cannot but pity his dying ...’; fills us with pity...” which serve to
keep the essay on a clear trajectory and maintain focus. The candidate includes a range of detailed
examples from the play which supports their argument effectively. The use of quotations also helps to
cement the candidate’s understanding of the play and indicates that they have revised thoroughly.
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Question 8*

8* Aristophanes’ Clouds did not win at the City Dionysia in 423BC. Does this mean that the play is
not funny? [20]

This question required two angles of approach for a really successful response: funny and not funny. When
combined, responses often achieved high marks. Some slightly lower level responses wrote only about
one of these aspects. The examiners were impressed by the contextual comments that many candidates
included about the nature of theatrical festivals and contemporary political issues that would have affected
the Athenians’ response to the play — this added depth to their responses and indicated that they had been
well taught.
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Copyright information

Question 1: © Homer, Odyssey, Ed. Allcock et al., Bloomsbury, 2020.
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