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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Paper 1 series overview 

H173/01 assesses AS Philosophy of Religion. There are three questions, of which candidates answer 

two. There are no compulsory questions. All questions are marked out of 30. Equal weight is given to 

A01 (knowledge and understanding) and A02 (analysis and evaluation). There are no separate marks for 

the quality of written communication, but rather this is assessed as part of the A02 level descriptors. 

It is very important that candidates read the questions carefully and focus on responding to the question 

set rather than relaying information on the general topic. Candidates do well on this paper by applying 

their knowledge of philosophical theory and accurately applying scholarly views, academic approaches 

and relevant sources of wisdom and authority. More successful candidates will include a conclusion that 

directly answers the question set and gives a justification for their response based on the arguments 

presented in their essay. 

Candidates who performed well on this paper demonstrated excellent knowledge of Hume’s criticisms of 

the arguments from observation, Plato’s theory of the Form of the Good contrasted to Aristotle’s Prime 

Mover and a discussion on whether individual religious experiences are never to be understood as a 

union with a higher power. The more successful candidates presented and evaluated the arguments for 

and against the question using accurate knowledge and a variety of relevant scholars. The conclusion 

summarised their argument and gave a justification for their judgement. 

Candidates who did less well tended to be brief and lacked relevant detail. They often concentrated on 

general theory rather than the specific question that had been set. Some gave general argument from 

’common sense’ about the question but demonstrated very little to no use of scholarly knowledge or 

academic viewpoints. 

Questions 1 and 2 were more popular with candidates than Question 3. 

 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• demonstrated clear and detailed knowledge 

• addressed the specific question asked 

• made good use of scholarly and academic 
viewpoints 

• made accurate use of technical terms 

• gave successful and clear analysis and 
evaluation in relation to the question set 

• finished with a clear and well justified 
conclusion. 

 

• demonstrated little accurate knowledge 

• addressed the general topic rather than the 
specific question set 

• did not develop their responses using depth, 
breadth, and detail 

• made very little use of technical terms or 
subject vocabulary 

• attempted very little argument  

• did not offer a clear conclusion or judgement 
on the question asked. 

 

  



AS Level Religious Studies - H173/01 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report 

 5 © OCR 2023 

Question 1*  

This was one of the most popular questions on the paper and the more successful candidates were able 

to focus their response on Hume’s criticisms of the arguments from observation (cosmological and 

teleological) and the analysis and evaluation of Hume’s arguments. The more successful candidates 

focused on Hume’s rejection of the arguments from analogy, the difficulty in drawing any conclusion 

about the nature of a creator or designer, the problem of evil, a rejection of infinite regression and the 

fallacy of composition. The more successful candidates were then able to analyse and evaluate whether 

Hume’s arguments were successful using relevant scholars, such as Bertrand Russell. 

However, there were a number of less successful candidates who focused their response on explaining 

the arguments from observation and had very little in the way of an explanation of Hume’s arguments. 

Where a candidate had little explanation of Hume’s arguments it then made it difficult for them to 

successfully analyse and evaluate Hume’s criticisms to access higher levels on the mark scheme. A 

minority of candidates struggled to explain the concept of infinite regress and how it related to the 

cosmological argument and Hume’s criticisms. 
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Exemplar 1 
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Exemplar 1 is an example of a candidate fully comprehending the demands of Question 1.  The 

essay was awarded full marks. 
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Question 2* 

This was the most popular question on the paper and candidates displayed good knowledge of both 

Plato’s and Aristotle’s theories, which helped them to meet the demands of the question. The more 

successful candidates were able to focus on explaining Plato’s Form of the Good as being at the top of 

the hierarchy of the Forms and utilised the analogy of the cave to further explore this concept. The 

successful candidates also gave an excellent explanation of Aristotle’s Prime Mover as the ultimate 

explanation for change in the world. The successful candidates clearly compared and contrasted the 

Form of the Good with the Prime Mover, discussing for example whether it is more reasonable to base a 

theory on empiricism or rationalism. The more successful candidates then came to a well- reasoned and 

justified conclusion focused on whether Plato’s Form of the Good was more successful than Aristotle’s 

Prime Mover. 

Less successful candidates focused their response on explaining Plato’s theory of the Forms and 

Aristotle’s four causes rather than focusing their response on the question set. Therefore, these 

responses were more about the general topic and did less well. These candidates also tended to make 

an analysis based on the general topic rather than the Form of the Good and the Prime Mover. 
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Exemplar 2 
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Exemplar 2 is an example of a script that received full marks. The candidate fully comprehended the 

demands of the question. 
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Question 3* 

This was the least popular question on the paper. The more successful candidates were able to explain 

the concept of a mystical experience as an example of an individual religious experience and were able 

to draw on the scholarly views of William James, Otto and/or Happold. The more successful candidates 

were then able to consider whether conversion could be considered as evidence of a union with a 

greater power. Many candidates made good use of the academic views of thinkers such as Freud, 

Persinger and Dawkins to illustrate the argument that ‘individual religious experiences are never to be 

understood as union with a greater power’. Many candidates were able to use ideas such as wish 

fulfilment and illusion in their analysis. 

What went well - candidates were able to apply James’ characteristics of a religious experience to an 

example, like Teresa of Avila. 

Less successful candidates gave a general view of individual religious experience and did not include 

scholarly views. Some candidates were able to include an example of a religious experience in their 

explanation, which helped them to access more marks. Less successful candidates generally did not 

attempt to make arguments and instead views tended to be asserted with very little justification. 

Misconception 

Some candidates looked at corporate religious experiences, which are group experiences not 

individual experiences, and this did not help them to successfully answer the question. 

More successful candidates were able to compare corporate religious experiences with an 

individual religious experience and examine whether they were more compelling as evidence 

because of the number of people present and not being reliant on the testimony of one 

person. 
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Exemplar 3 



AS Level Religious Studies - H173/01 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report 

20 © OCR 2023 



AS Level Religious Studies - H173/01 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report 

21 © OCR 2023 



AS Level Religious Studies - H173/01 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report 

22 © OCR 2023 

Exemplar 3 is an example of an excellent response from a candidate to Question 3. The candidate fully 

met the demands of the question achieving Level 5 for both A01 and A02. 
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