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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper 5 series overview

Candidates who chose the Euripides paper seem to have relished their choice. There were many
excellent responses, showing enjoyment of the Bacchae and demonstrating an excellent understanding
of the play.

Overall, the standard was high and candidates knew their text. Candidates who did well on this paper
exhibited a close familiarity with the text. Candidates who did not do as well were less familiar with the
text and did not always pay close attention to the questions themselves.

The characters of Pentheus and Dionysus appear to have absorbed candidates, who engaged well with
the conflict between the ruler of Thebes and the manipulative god. Candidates especially showed an
excellent understanding of the dramatic irony at work throughout the exchanges.

Candidates are asked not to squeeze responses onto blank sections of the paper. If a response requires
more space, candidates should use the extra paper.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

e paid attention to the parameters of specific ¢ did not pay close attention to the parameters
passages of specific passages

e revealed knowledge and understanding of the | e placed excessive reliance on knowledge of the
set text in both granular detail and contextual Bacchae story outside the restrictions of the
overview set text.

e engaged with the characters of the play.
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Question 1 (a)

1 Read the passage and answer the questions.

Servant [TevBeU, mageopev VO™ AyoAV TYQEVKOTES
ep v émepac, ovd axpavd’ wounoapev.
0 Bno & 60’ Muiv TEdog oVd UTTECTIACEY
duym o0, AAN’ EDWKEV OUK AKWV X 00
ovd’ wyoog, ovd’ NAAagev oivwmov yévuy, 5
yeAwv O& Kal detv kKamayew edisto
ELLEVE TE, TOUHOV EVTQETIES TIOLOVMEVOC.

Euripides, Bacchae, lines 434—440

(a) IlevBev ... wounoauev (lines 1-2): what have Pentheus’ servants achieved?

- [2]

A straightforward question, although some candidates offered ‘hunted’ instead of ‘hunted down’ or
‘caught’. This omitted the sense of achievement in the question.

Question 1 (b)

(b) ©6ng...ouyn mod’ (lines 3—4): pick out and translate a Greek word which describes the
stranger.

Greek word:

English translation:

[2]

Candidates responded well to this question.
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Question 1 (c)

(c) AN dwxev ... mowvpevog (lines 4-7): state two ways in which the stranger cooperated
when the servant arrested him.

Some candidates did not read the question closely and so quoted text from outside the parameters of
the question. A common error was ‘he did not withdraw his foot in flight'.
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Question 2
2 Read the passage and answer the question.

Servant avtopata O avtaic deoua dLeAvBn modawv
KANDEC T dovijrary B0geto’ dvev Bvnic yeooc.
oAA@v O’ 60 dwnje Bavpatwv kel TALwe
£¢ Taode OnPac.

Euripides, Bacchae, lines 447450

How does the servant emphasise his amazement at what has happened?
You should make two points, each supported by close reference to the Greek.

[4]

Examiners felt candidates’ responses placed too much emphasis on misjudged assonance and
alliteration. For example, in the opening line avtopata d’ avtais deopa dleAvON odwv, the repeated
‘d-* does not make the sound of chains slipping to the floor, nor does the ‘au-‘ sound represent a cry of
amazement. Even a strong alliterative point needs correct reference to the Greek and English. Centres
are reminded that this 4-mark question (with no translation given in the question paper) does not require
a style point.
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Question 3

3 Read the passage and answer the question.

Dionysus
Pentheus
Dionysus
Pentheus
Dionysus

1oV avBepwdn TudAov oloBa mov kAvwv.
old’, 6¢ 10 Lapdewv dotv mepifdAdel kUKAw.
evrevBev eip, Avdia dg polL maToic.

noBev de teAetac Taod’ ayelg ¢ EAAada;

Awovvoog avtog Weloefno’, 0 o Awoc. 5

Euripides, Bacchae, lines 462—466

Translate this passage into English.

.. [5]

This was a fair translation which gave all candidates an opportunity to score well — and the majority did,
showing excellent understanding and knowledge of the text. Common omissions included d¢ (‘and’) from

line 3 (although if candidates used a semi-colon no error was tagged), and avtog (‘himself’) from line 5.

There were many different offerings for eicéBno’. Just a few of these included: initiated, sent, entered,
instructed, made himself manifest, introduced me, delivered me, taught them to me, compelled me.

8 © OCR 2023




GCSE (9-1) Classical Greek - J292/05 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report

Question 4 (a)

4 Read the passage and answer the questions.

Pentheus
Dionysus
Pentheus
Dionysus
Pentheus
Dionysus
Pentheus

o Beog, 6pAV Yaw d1)c caddc, Tolog TIC NVv;

omolog 1)Bed’- oUk eyw ‘tacoov Tode.

TOUT al MapwXETeVoag e Y ovdev Aéywv.

doeL TIC duabel codd Aéyewv ok el dpoveiv.
NABeg & modta devp’ drywv TOV daipove; 5
TG avayopeLel fagfagwv Tad  ogyLa.

doovouaL yap karxiov EAANvawv moAv.

Euripides, Bacchae, lines 477-483

(a) o Beoc ... 1ode (lines 1-2): Pentheus asks about the god. What does Dionysus tell him?

12

Candidates responded well to this question. An error was to use the present tense ‘I do not arrange this’,
rather than the past tense.

Question 4 (b)

(b) TolT av ... Aéywv (line 3): why is Pentheus dissatisfied with Dionysus’ response?

.12

Candidates responded well to this question.
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Question 4 (c)

(c) Ooelr... dpoveiv (line 4): what makes this statement by Dionysus insulting?

-2

There was good knowledge and understanding shown here of the insult, such as ‘Dionysus uses a
gnomic statement to pointedly suggest that he is speaking wisely, but to Pentheus this seems like

Dionysus makes no sense’. The minority of candidates found this a difficult question, with different
approaches to their responses.

Question 4 (d)

(d) doovoval... moAv (line 7): how does this add to our understanding of Pentheus’ character?

. [2]

This was an AO3 question with some impassioned responses. In discussions around Pentheus’
character, examiners welcomed broader thoughts discussing the xenophobia or cultural insensitivity of
Pentheus. On the whole, however, candidates found it difficult to respond to a question about ‘character’.
Better responses offered ‘arrogant’, ‘ignorant’ or even ‘patriotic’, but weaker responses gave lengthier
responses which skirted around the idea of ‘character’ without actually answering the question.
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Question 5*

5* Read the passage and answer the question.

Dionysus
Pentheus
Dionysus
Pentheus
Dionysus
Pentheus
Dionysus
Pentheus
Dionysus

eidp’ oL maBelv del- Tl pe TO Dewvov eQyaon);
TQWTOV MEV APoov PooTouyov Tepw agebev.

1£00C O TAOKApOC Tw Bew 0" avTOV ToEPW.

gmerta Bvgoov Tovde TARADOC £K XEDOLV.

avTog [ adaugot- tovde Aoviow doga. 5
eiprtaiol T Evdov cawpa oov duAalopev.

AvgeL ' 0 daipwv avtog, OTav eyw BeAw.

Otary ye kaAganc avTov ev Parcyaus otabeic.

Kal VOV & Aoy w TANGIoV TTaowv 0o4.

Euripides, Bacchae, lines 492-500

How does Euripides create tension and drama in this passage?

In your answer you may wish to consider:

+ the threats of Pentheus and responses of Dionysus
*  the use of dramatic irony

You must refer to the Greek and discuss Euripides’ use of language. [8]

There was much to say here, and many responses were well written with candidates having a good
understanding of tension and drama. Candidates often explained dramatic irony in detail with a clear
understanding of this concept.

There was extensive reference to stichomythia, although only the better candidates actually quoted from
the text to show how the line-by-line dialogue effectively increases drama and tension. The best
responses included a range of language and literary style points while remaining closely aligned to the
question asked. Examiners’ advice is to be specific when quoting. Rarely will it be the case that a
candidate quoting a full line or sentence of Greek can do better than just quoting a single word or a
couple of words of Greek.

Question 5. TIP for the question worth 8 marks

mark because their English translation was unwieldy and inaccurate. Candidates should

@ Less Greek is (usually) more. Candidates who quoted extensive chunks of Greek often lost a

practise quoting only what is relevant. One or two words of Greek (plus translation and
comment) are often sufficient for each point made.
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Exemplar 1
.......... Efzqa.J,Llj..,....Yk\.e.......w.cuﬂ......\'.a...uuhi.c,.k\..D.{o.mfj.&w.....@ss.&ﬁ..cecs...\c\ts...a.bsos.u,te...........
~00nerS L bt dendlon.. . e, QU ASRNCE... SR8 cLL okl o ... TR ainte.

In Exemplar 1, the candidate has produced a good paragraph which offers Greek quotation, English

translation, sensible comment and a valid style point. The quotation is specific and targeted (no ellipsis)
and the translation is accurate. The comment provides a relevant and sensible response to the question
asked and the style point discusses the effect brought about by the force of the imperative alongside the

promotion of avtoc.

Question 6 (a)

6 Read the passage and answer the gquestions.
Dionysus &yw yuvairag debp’ 6mAwv afw diyo.
Pentheus oilpor Tod’ 110 doAov & Epe Py avaL.

Dionysus MooV T, cwoal o el Bedw TExvaug epaic;

Euripides, Bacchae, lines 804—-806

(@) eyw ... dixa (line 1) what does Dionysus offer to do?

- 12]

This was a straightforward question, with the only real error being the omission of ‘to here/to Pentheus’.

12 © OCR 2023
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Question 6 (b)

(b) Tod 1om ... unyeava (line 2): what does Pentheus suspect?

-[1]
Candidates responded well to this question.
Question 6 (c)
(c) ocwoal ... spaig (line 3): what does Dionysus claim he wants to do?
- [2]

Candidates responded well to this question.

13 © OCR 2023
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Question 7

7 Read the passage and answer the question.

Pentheus  to bevtegov b& oynjua ToU KOOHOU T HOL;
Dionysus memtAoL TodNQels- £TlL Kapa O E0Tal MITOA.
Pentheus 1] Koxi TL TIeog Toiod” dAAo oooBtjoels epol;
Dionysus BUooov ye 10l Kail vefool otikTov dEgog.

Translation

Pentheus What feature of the disguise is second for me?

Dionysus A full length robe; and there will be a headband on your head.
Pentheus Surely you will give me something else, in addition to these?

Dionysus Yes, a thyrsus in your hand and the dappled skin of a fawn.

Euripides, Bacchae, lines 832-835

How does Euripides show that Dionysus is now controlling Pentheus?
You should make two points, each supported by close reference to the Greek.

[4]

This is the 4-mark question which requires a style point. Candidates often omitted a style point here,
limiting their ability to gain full marks. An English translation is given, so absolute accuracy of
understanding of the Greek/English is expected.

Question 7 - Tip regarding alliteration

Candidates should make sure that any response discussing alliteration is valid and supports
@ the point they make. Weak, general responses of ‘alliteration being emphatic' are unlikely to

score highly. For the phrase mténtAol modrpelc, weak responses included: ‘Euripides shows
that Dionysus is controlling Pentheus through the plosive alliteration in ¢ Aot modr|peLs.’
‘The alliteration of té Aot modrjpelg communicates the idea that Dionysus finds the situation
amusing, implying that he is controlling Pentheus.’

14 © OCR 2023
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Assessment for learning — Question 7: 4 mark question with translation

@ This question has the translation attached to it so a style point is required.

Question 8*

8* ‘In the exchanges between Pentheus and Dionysus, we naturally take the side of Pentheus.’
How far do you agree with this statement?

You should support your answer with a range of references to the texts you have read, and you
may include passages printed on the question paper. [10]

Candidates seemed to enjoy this question. Many were able to support their opinions with satisfactory or
sufficient evidence from the set text. This was a great improvement from last year and showed real
engagement with what candidates had read. Many of the essays were a pleasure to mark.

Many essays were well-argued and showed an understanding of how difficult it can be to side with
Pentheus due to his arrogance or ideas, but also how he is manipulated and mistreated by Dionysus.
Some good responses showed an understanding of contemporary Athenian political and cultural views
and compared these to modern views. For example, Pentheus’ fear of allowing women to have freedom,
or his attempts to be a good leader while maintaining a despotic approach. However, candidates should
not allow their historical understanding to override the question. The best responses had four or five
strong arguments, each one supported by one or two references to the text as evidence.

A handful of essays were well written but one-sided, without any element of balance. Many good
responses had plenty of balance (thus responding to the 'to what extent' format of the question), siding
with neither one nor the other, but recognising shifts within the play. Some candidates did not include
specific references to the text, or made statements that showed misunderstanding of the whole play.

A minority of candidates wrote the names of the main characters as Dion and Pen, or even just D and P.
Evidence from the responses suggested that this was not due to the pressure of time. Centres are
reminded that the quality of extended response is assessed in the 10-mark essay questions.
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Exemplar 2

Noitr.excem... wioselE. d5d. ongDnoag . pehg 1. B 2ar. Cad mus.

e drdint Beliave..... Semnede.,. Rahens... ool even Yeon,
Dhoth.. sok. ok Fine. end.. Cadmus. L5, skEre—d— XV e d ity &,

Sem s fem Qeu\w\»bfmmD\"MsvST\f\dﬁ:?%mevm
\/UM:) ..... e 9K Gmwwhd ..... \‘vw f%ﬁdfﬁhl+&hm’NQb@%r

------------------------------------------------

Exemplar 2 shows a stylish conclusion but one which veers too far from the essay question. While brief
reference to the wider play is not discouraged and can shine a light on the thread of an argument,
candidates should remember to response to the question asked. It is important to provide evidence from
selected references to the studied text.
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