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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper 4 series overview

Overall, the standard was high, and candidates knew their text well. Many of the responses which
revealed candidates’ knowledge, understanding and engagement with the text were a pleasure to mark.

Candidates who did well on this paper exhibited a close familiarity and engagement with the text.
Candidates who did less well were less familiar with the text and did not always pay close attention to
the questions themselves.

e Candidates are asked not to squeeze responses onto blank sections of the paper. If a response
requires more space, candidates should use the extra paper.

¢ Candidates should remember to pay close attention to the words or lines relevant to the specific
question asked and not go outside these parameters. Candidates sometimes lost marks by
referencing sections of text which were not included in individual questions.

Candidates who did well on this paper

Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

e had revised the text and knew its content well

¢ had regard for the specific wording of each
question

e engaged with the text and the characters
within the text

¢ interpreted and responded to the title of the
10-mark essay question.

e were less familiar with the set text

¢ did not pay regard to the specific wording of
each question

e showed little engagement with the text or the
characters within the text

e answered the 10-mark essay question with
less regard for what the title was asking.

© OCR 2023
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Question 1 (a)

1 Read the passage and answer the questions.

(a)

MwBbev bt yegovTag eTi mAgovag KaegavTeg

Egivov Evi peyagolg Eswviooopev 1jde Beolowy

0éfopev leoa kad, Emerta O Kal el oS
uvnooued’, ag ' o Egivog dvevBe movou kal dving

TIOMT) UG’ MueTERN TV TATEIDA Yooy tkntal 5
Xaoaww KapTaAlpwe, el kal pada mAoBev eoTi,

UNOE TL HECONYUS Ve KaKoV Kal T tabnot

TV ye TOV 1) Yaing émPrjuevar’

Homer, Odyssey 7, lines 189-196

Nwbev bt ... lepa waAa (lines 1-3): what does Alcinous say the Phaeacians should do at
dawn?

. [3]

Candidates responded well to this question. ieod was rendered in a variety of ways, some of them too
distant from the correct meaning.

Question 1 (b)

(b) emeita bz ... pvnooued’ (lines 3—4): in what way does Alcinous want to help Odysseus?

-]

Candidates responded well to this question.
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Question 1 (c)

(e) ey o &eivog ... emPrjuevau (lines 4-8): how does Alcinous emphasise that he wants to be
as helpful as possible?

You should make two points, each supported by close reference to the Greek.

[4]

Candidates responded well to this question although weaker responses simply gave Greek quotation
plus English translation without elaboration or explanation, as if the translation were explanation enough.

Elsewhere, responses suggested some candidates thought a style point was a sufficient response when
a fuller response and explanation is required alongside the Greek and English. Centres are reminded
that this 4-mark question (with no translation given in the question paper) does not require a style point.

Question 1c. TIP for the 4-marker

mark because their English translation was unwieldy and inaccurate. Candidates should
practise quoting only what is relevant. One or two words of Greek (plus translation and
comment) are often sufficient for each point made.

@ Less Greek is (usually) more. Candidates who quoted extensive chunks of Greek often lost a
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Question 2 (a)
2 Read the passage and answer the questions.
'AAxivo’, dAAo Ti ol pedétw doeoiv- o yao eyw ye
abovatoloy £oka, Tol oVEaVOV eUQUV £YOUaLY,
ov depag ovdE punv, adAa Bvntoiol Bootoiowy.
oUg Tvag DMELS loTe padiot’ oy soviag oiluv

avBownwv, Tololv kev ev adyeow lowoaluny.’ 5
Homer, Odyssey 7, lines 208-212

(a) AAxivo’... Bvnrtoiol footoiowy (lines 1-3). what personal quality do you think Odysseus is
trying to show? Give a reason for your answer.

. [2]

This was an AO3 question and the demand for a personal quality caused difficulty due to its subjective
nature. The majority of candidates struggled with the idea of a personal quality. ‘mortality’ or ‘humanity’
were common (but unsuccessful) responses.

Question 2 (b)

(b) ol¢ tvac ... lowoaiunyv (lines 4-5): what comparison does Odysseus make here?

- [2]

Candidates responded well to this question, although the omission of paAwota and év &Ayeowv caught
out some candidates.
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Question 3 (a)

3 Read the passage and answer the questions.

‘Eelve, 10 pév OoE TIOWTOV EywV eiprjoopaL aUTH-
Tig oBev eic avdodv; Tic ToL Tade eipat’ Edwkev;
ov On ¢n¢ £mti movTov adwpevog evBad” ikeoBac’

Homer, Odyssey 7, lines 237-239
(a) Who is speaking in these lines?

-]

Candidates responded well to this question.

Question 3 (b)

(b) Write down three questions the speaker asks.

Candidates responded well to this question. There were four points to make and candidates needed to
find only three.

Assessment for learning

Candidates should note that if the question does not ask for Greek, then Greek is not required
in the response.
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Question 4*

4* Read the passage and answer the question.

“Qyvyin tig vijoog amomngobev eiv aAl keitau,
evBa pev AtAavtog Buyatne, dbodosooa KaAuvw
vaiel evTTAoKapog, betvr) Beog: oLOE TIg AT
uioyetal ovte Bewv ovte Bvntav avBowmaw.
aAA’ epe TOV DUOTVOV edeaTIOV 1) yaryE Doy 5
olov, el ot vija Borv &oyTTL Kegauvae
Zeug EAoag ExEnooE HETW EVi 0LVOTIL TIOVTW.
vl aAdoL pev mavteg anédBibev eobAoi Etaiool,
avTA £yw TEOTIV ayKAg éAwv veog apdleAioong
evvijuag degopmnv.’ 10
Homer, Odyssey 7, lines 244-253
How does Odysseus create a negative impression of Calypso and Zeus in these lines?

In your answer you may wish to consider:

»  the description of Calypso and her reputation
» the suffering caused by Zeus

You must refer to the Greek and discuss Homer's use of language. [8]

Candidates had plenty to say about Calypso and Zeus and there were many excellent responses. These
were a pleasure to read and mark. Candidates should be aware that reference to a single epithet is
rarely enough for a style point, and in this question there was the possibility of discussing more than a
single adjective to describe Calypso’s nature.

Examiners noticed an increasing tendency among candidates to use ‘juxtaposition’ when they mean
‘contrast’. Some responses talked about ‘nobody’ but omitted tic. There was misunderstanding of

dapwv as if it referred to Zeus (it does not). There were some creative interpretations of the reasons for
the colour of the otvort mévtw, and unconvincing arguments that the ‘wine-coloured sea represented
the blood of Odysseus’ dead comrades’.

The best responses referred to both Calypso and Zeus with two well-developed points for each divinity,
using detailed examples from the Greek and enhancing their points with two different stylistic devices.

Question 4. TIP regarding alliteration

Candidates should make sure that any response discussing assonance or alliteration is valid

@ and supports the point they make. Weak, general responses of ‘alliteration being emphatic'
are unlikely to score highly. For the line év0” &AAoL pev mavteg amépO1Bev é00Aol £taigot,
weak arguments included ‘the repeated th- sound imitates a choking sob to convey the great
emotional distress Zeus has caused Odysseus’; and ‘the e- and a- vowels represent
Odysseus’ wailing’.
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Exemplar 1

Jwgmumousw%w ..... M\QU\/\Q TM gmse

................... FWM 001@53

In Exemplar 1, the candidate has produced a good paragraph that contains Greek quotation, English
translation, sensible comment and a valid style point. The quotations are specific and targeted (no
ellipsis) and the translations are accurate. The comment provides a relevant and sensible response to
the question asked and the style point discusses the effect brought about by the delaying of Calypso’s

name.
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Question 5 (a)

5 Read the passage and answer the questions.

eTtTa D& Kal DEKa eV TTAZOV T)HATA TTOVTOTIOQEVWY,
OKTwioDeEKATT) O edarvr) Opea OKIOEVTX
r © s r B 6, - m s
veang Upetéong, ynnoe b pot dpidov too
duouoow- 1] yao néAAov éTL EuvéoeoBal oilul
ToAAn, TV pot etwooe [ooewbawv evooiyBawv, 5
OC poL £QoQUNONG AVELOUG KaTEoNoe KeAsvBou,
wowvev bt Balacoav abzodatov, ovde TL KU
ela et oy ebing ddva otevayovia dpegecborl.

Homer, Odyssey 7, lines 267-274

(a) emta... dbuopoow (lines 1-4). why do you think Odysseus was happy to see the mountains?
Refer to the Greek in your answer.

.12

The minority of candidates incorrectly chose quotations that focused on Odysseus’ joy rather than the
reason behind it. Evidence from the text should be accurately quoted. A candidate offering a translation
of ‘seventeen days’, would need to quote fuata as well as émta kat déka.

11 © OCR 2023




GCSE (9-1) Classical Greek - J292/04 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report

Question 5 (b)

(b) 1 vao péddov ... dépecBau (lines 4-8): translate these lines into English.

..[5]

This was a potentially challenging translation, which was generally well responded to. Occasionally,
candidates directed examiners to a ‘better translation on additional paper’ but without crossing out their
original piece. Problems arose when the two versions varied.

The similarity between lines 2, 3 and 4 (especially the verb meanings) caused trouble for some
candidates who occasionally jumped half a line without realising. When translating particles or
participles, candidates should be careful to avoid producing a series of statements with no connections.
Common errors included the omission of words such as étt, tnv, pot (twice), oc and the mishandling in

context of the participle époounoac.
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Question 6
6 Read the passage and answer the question.
‘apdimoAoug & emti Owvi teng evonoa Buyatoog
naulovoag, £v O’ avTr) énv gikvia BetjoL
TV ikKetevo’- 1) 0 oU L vonuatog 1jupootev eoBAov,
@G OUK AV EATIOLD VEWTEQOV AVTIATAVTA
gpfépev- alel yap te vewtegol adoadiovaty.’ 5
Translation:
‘| noticed the maids of your daughter playing on the
shore, and she herself was among them looking like
a goddess. | supplicated her; she did not lack good
sense in any way, not as you might expect that a
younger person might act on meeting someone; for
younger people are always thoughtless.’
Homer, Odyssey 7, lines 290-294
How does Odysseus emphasise that Nausicaa was an outstanding young woman?

You should make two points, each supported by close reference to the Greek.

[4]

Candidates found this a harder question than Question 1(c) (also worth 4 marks) in spite of the attached
translation. There was more ellipsis given in these responses than in Question 1(c). Responses that did
not include accurate Greek/English were unlikely to score highly.

A style point is required for the 4-mark question with attached translation. Correct reference and
discussion of the simile, or of the repeated negative are examples of suitable style points.

Assessment for learning. Question 6.

@ This 4-mark question has a translation attached to it so a style point is required.
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Question 7 (a)

7 Read the passage and answer the questions.

N} ot oitov dakev &g 10 alBorna otvov
ol Aovo” v ToTapw Kal poL tade eipat’ EdwKe.
TOUTA ToL AYVUHEVOS Tteg aAnBeiny katéAzEa.’

Homer, Odyssey 7, lines 295-297

(a) 1 pou... tade sipat’ dwie (lines 1-2): how did Nausicaa help Odysseus?

. [3]
The majority of candidates gained 3 marks here.
Question 7 (b)
(b) tavta ol ... katéAeEa (line 3): pick out and translate a Greek word which shows that
Odysseus found his experiences difficult to relate.
Greek word:
English translation:
[2]

Candidates who responded well to this question knew the text well.
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Question 8*

8* ‘Homer presents Odysseus as a great hero.’
From the section of Odyssey Book 7 you have read, how far do you agree with this statement?

You should support your answer with a range of references to the texts you have read, and you
may include passages printed on the question paper. [10]

There was plenty to say about Odysseus as a hero. Question 4 had already prepared the way, the
hostility or negativity of Calypso and Zeus fitted nicely into an essay about Odysseus’ heroism. For this
reason, candidates should consider the question and not just give examples of things that happened in
the text and expect these to be examples of heroism. Being polite to one’s hosts is not necessarily a
heroic attribute unless the candidate works hard to make it so. A brief introduction which explores the
title is often a useful idea. Some candidates had undefined thoughts about what they considered a hero
to be and simply wrote about a series of events as heroic. This approach doubtless weakened some
essays.

The best candidates offered balance in their responses, and many were able to argue Odysseus’ various
actions and feelings on either or both sides of the argument. These candidates had clearly planned their
response and made four or five strong arguments supported by a number of examples from the text.

Other candidates struggled to identify the characteristics of a Homeric hero or discussed admirable
characteristics rather than heroic traits. Some references were too vague ('Odysseus talks a lot about his
suffering'), or simply described Odysseus as a character, or else re-told his story. Weaker responses
tended to offer multiple points from the text, but points which were poorly analysed. Candidates should
remember to engage with the question and link their textual references to an argument for or against the
essay title.
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Exemplar 2

In Exemplar 2, the candidate responds clearly to the question asked. The opening sentence relates to
the question, then several examples are given from the text before the candidate again relates back to
the question. Arguably, a more sophisticated response could have been developed to offer more than

one point, but this is a perfectly good response.
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Copyright information

All - © OCR Anthology for Classic Greek GCSE, Bloomsbury Academic, 2016
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