Qualification
Accredited

GCSE (9-1)

Examiners’ report

CLASSICAL

GREEK

J292

For first teaching in 2016

J292/03 Summer 2023 series

Version 1

OCR

Oxford Cambridge and RSA

ocr.org.uk/classics


https://www.ocr.org.uk/subjects/classics/

GCSE (9-1) Classical Greek - J292/03 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report

Contents

LyigoTe VTt o] o RO TP TP TP PP PPPPEPPPPPPPN 3

PAPEI 3 SEIIES OVEIVIEW ....eeeiiieiii e e e e e eeeeett e e e e e et ettt e e e e e e et e e eatta e e e e e e eeeatat s aaaeaeaeeeeessn i aaeeeaeeeesnsnnnnanaeanees 4
L@ T 1= 1o 1 ) PSSP 5
L@ TH 12111 It (o) PRSP PPPPPPPPPPPP 6
L@ TE =211 o 2 = ) PRSP PPPPPPPPPPP 6
(@ T 1S 1 o] 12 ( o) I SUUPPPPPRTP 7
(@R T2 1T ] o 2 (o) 1N () IR PRSP PPPPPPPPPPPPP 7
(@ 101 i o) 2 (o) TN (1) R SUUPPPPRSRRN 8
(OB L2 1 (o] o IR = ) PRSP P PPPPPPPPPPPPP 8
(@B L2111 o IR (o) PP PP PPPPPPPPPPPPPP 9
(@ 1011 i o] 10 31 (o) O SUURPPPRRTPPN 9
L@ T 1= 1o o 7 P 10
QUESHEION 5 (A) (1) AN ([1) «eeeeeeeeeiiiie e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ettt e e e e e e e e e e e aeta s s aeeaeeeaseataaeaeaaeeennnes 12
(@ 101153 i o] 0 R (o) IR SSSPPPPPRRTN 13
L@ T 1= 1o o X P 14
(@ T8 T=1) 110 o 1 AP 15
L@ T 1= 1 T0] o = S 17

(070] o) V74 (o] 01 AT a1 (0] ¢ 10 T=11 o] o NP PP PUTO PSP 18

2 © OCR 2023



GCSE (9-1) Classical Greek - J292/03 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report

Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper 3 series overview

The Plato set text was offered by a small number of centres but this select cohort was impressive.
Teachers deserve to be congratulated for choosing to tackle this challenging, but seminal text and the
candidates evidently found the account of Socrates’ final hours both engaging and moving. Indeed, the
many mature and sophisticated responses indicated that Plato is not at all inaccessible to candidates at
this level. In this first ‘normal’ examination cycle since 2019, with candidates expected to revise the full
prescribed text, it was heartening to see what can be achieved by motivated candidates under the
guidance of inspirational teachers, who are often delivering the subject on a limited timetable.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

e demonstrated detailed knowledge and ¢ did not know the whole text in detail

understanding of the whole prescribed text , . . S
o offered imprecise or impressionistic

e supported their responses with accurate Greek translations
guotation, along with translations that matched

the Greek quoted e did not support comments with appropriate

Greek quotation or did not match their
¢ analysed literary style effectively, showing an translations to the exact Greek quoted

nderstanding of con . S .
understanding of context ¢ did not analyse linguistic or literary features

¢ used their knowledge of the whole text in their
response to the final 10-mark question,
drawing in evidence from sections of the ¢ showed limited knowledge and understanding
prescription not printed on the question paper. of the whole text in responding to the final 10-
mark question.

e omitted questions

Legibility of Scripts

Examiners are increasingly faced with hard to read, handwritten scripts, which they make every effort to
decipher.

Centres are encouraged to make appropriate access arrangements for candidates likely to be
disadvantaged by illegible handwriting: type-written scripts are welcome and, indeed, often easier to
mark. If the issue of Greek quotation discourages candidates from typing, there are various options to
consider as detailed in this blog. The list below is ordered in terms of examiner preference, but
candidates should do whatever is easiest and most convenient for them:

e a polytonic Greek keyboard, which can be toggled on and off and allows the typing of diacritical
marks (breathings, iota subscripts and accents). Candidates would need to familiarise
themselves with the keyboard layout and practice using it in exam conditions

¢ the Symbol font in Word for typing Greek quotations without diacritical marks (breathings, iota
subscript, accents); some practice is advised with this too (e.g. terminal sigma ¢ = SHIFT + v); at
this level candidates will not be penalised for omitting diacritical marks

o hand-written Greek quotations in the answer booklet, clearly linked to the question answered on
a type-written response. This is a more time-consuming format for on-screen markers to
navigate but examiners will read and mark as ‘seen’ everything written on a script.

4 © OCR 2023


https://www.ocr.org.uk/blog/how-students-can-write-greek-words-when-using-word-processor/

GCSE (9-1) Classical Greek - J292/03 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report

Question 1 (a)

1

Read the passage and answer the questions.

(a)

el yap on kat tag mpoobev Nuéoag eiwbepev Gportav kat £yw kat ot *AAAOL Taga

TOV ZwKQATN, CLAAeYOUEVOL EwBeV €IS TO DIKAOTIOIOV €V @ KAL 1) DIKT) €YEVeTO:
TANCIOV YO NV TOD deOUWTNQIOV. TTEQLEUEVOUEY 0DV EkAOTOTE WG AvorxBein

TO deOpWTNOLOV, AATEIPOVTES HET RAANAWY, AVEWYETO YO OV TQ:- €meldr) 0&
avouyDein), elonuev mMAQA TOV ZWKQATH KAl TX TOAAX DINUEQEVOUEV UET AVTOD. 5
Translation:

For on the previous days too we were always accustomed, both | and the others, to

visit Socrates, gathering at dawn at the law-court in which the trial had happened

too; for it was near the prison. And so we would wait each time until the prison was
opened, spending time with each other, for it was not opened early; and when it

was opened, we used to go in to Socrates and spend most of the day with him.

The Martyrdom of Socrates: Plato Phaedo 59d

How does Plato’s language in this passage suggest that Socrates’ friends wanted to spend

as much time as possible with him?

You should make two points, each supported by close reference to the Greek.

The majority of candidates secured full marks here by selecting two Greek quotations, translating them
accurately and including a comment about Plato’s language. Those who omit the required style point are
now in the minority but they do exist. Teachers are reminded to prepare candidates accordingly.

Since this question is accompanied by an English translation, candidates are expected to be scrupulous
in selecting Greek quotations, matching their translation closely to the Greek quoted. For example, the
phrase ta moAAa [dinpepevopev] (‘[we spent] most [of the day]’) was often not quoted in full, to the

detriment of those who did not appreciate that the article (tx) is integral to the meaning ‘most’.
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Question 1 (b)

(b) After this passage, Phaedo mentions the arrival of the ship from Delos. What did this mean
for Socrates?

The majority of candidates were aware that the arrival of the ship from Delos signalled that Socrates’
execution was imminent. Examiners accepted both ‘the next day’ and ‘that day’ and did not penalise the
responses which assumed that the ship was carrying the poison to be administered to Socrates.

Question 2 (a)

2 Read the passage and answer the questions.

ELOLOVTEC 0DV KATEAAUPAVOUEV TOV HeV ZwKQATH dQt AeAvpévov, Ty

O¢ EavOImmny — YIYVWOKELS YAQ — EXOUoAV T& TO madiov adToL Kal

TTQAKAXONUEVIV. WG 0LV deV NUAS 1) EavOinmmn, avnudnunoé te kat toiadt’

AtTa elmev, ota d1) elBaov at yvvaikes, 0t ‘@ Lakoates, Dotatov dr) e

TIQOOEQOVOL VOV 0L ETUTNOELOL KAL OV TOVTOVC . 5

The Martyrdom of Socrates: Plato Phaedo 59e—60a

(@) eiowovtec ovv ... mapakaOnuévnv (lines 1-3): pick out and translate a two-word Greek
phrase which indicates that Socrates’ chains have been removed.

GreeK PRraSE.

English translation: ...

The majority of candidates correctly selected ot AeAvpévov (‘recently released’ vel sim), to earn 2
marks. Since the question stem stipulated a two-word phrase, a single word could not be given full
marks, even if correctly translated. Candidates who did not translate &ott earned at most 1 mark.
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Exemplar 1

Greek phrase: ... AE/\ ...... FAENQON e,
English translation: ........] S AL e

Exemplar 1 demonstrates the quotation of the single word AeAvuévov here. Although accurately
translated, it was not given full marks as the question specifies a two-word phrase. The response

therefore did not gain any marks.

Assessment for learning

@ The exam paper will always feature a question of this sort, asking for a word or a phrase (of a

specified length) and a matching translation. Candidates who provide a longer or shorter
selection, even if accurately translated, risk losing both available marks.

Question 2 (b)

(b) EavOimtmmv (line 2): who was Xanthippe?

.............................................................................................................................................. [1]
This question was answered correctly by every candidate.
Question 2 (c¢) (i)
(c) dtta eimev ... TovTOULG (lines 4-5):
(i) what does Xanthippe say to Socrates?
[3]

This comprehension question was very well answered by the majority of candidates. Examiners did not
accept ‘see’ as a translation of mpooepovot, since Xanthippe's comment refers to the final conversation

Socrates will now have with his friends.

© OCR 2023
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Question 2 (c) (ii)

(ii) ol don eiwbaowv ai yuvaikeg (line 4): what comment does Phaedo make here and
what does it suggest about his attitude towards Xanthippe?

This question was very well handled. Candidates showed a secure understanding of Phaedo’s comment
(‘the sort of thing that women usually say’) and what can be deduced from this about his attitude towards
Xanthippe, and indeed all women.

Question 3 (a)

3 Read the passage and answer the questions.
‘Omwe av,” Eon), ‘PovAnole, édvreg ye AaPNTé pe kal p) ékPLyw Duac.” yeAaoag
O¢ dpx MouyT) kai mEOc Nuac aroPAébac eimev- ‘ov elbw, w avdeg, Koltwva,
WS EYW ELPL OVTOG LKQATNG, O VUVL DAAEYOHEVOS KAL DIATATTWV EKAOTOV TV

Aeyopévav, AAA" oletal pe EKEVov elvat OV OeTtan 0OALYov DOTEQOV VEKQOV, KAl
£0WTQ O g pe Bamn).’ 5

The Martyrdom of Socrates: Plato Phaedo 115¢c—d

(a) What question has Crito just asked?

This question was answered correctly by almost every candidate.
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Question 3 (b)

(b) Omwc av ... eimev (lines 1-2): how does Plato suggest that Socrates does not take this
question seriously? Make two points.

The majority of candidates successfully gave two points here to illustrate how Socrates makes fun of
Crito’s question (about how to bury Socrates). Many candidates supported their points with Greek
quotations, although these were not a requirement of the question. Incorrect Greek quotation was
therefore not penalised.

Question 3 (¢)

(c) ovmelbw ... Oamtn (lines 2-5): according to Socrates, what has Crito failed to understand?

This challenging passage of Greek was well interpreted by the majority of candidates. Almost all
appreciated the distinction Socrates is drawing between the body and the soul, and explained this well in
their response. Some offered a verbatim translation of the lemma, in lieu of a developed interpretation.
These responses were accepted in the mark scheme. The best responses focused on how Socrates is
more interested in philosophical discussion than in the manner of his burial, and is gently chiding Crito
for failing to understand this.

9 © OCR 2023
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Question 4*

4* Read the passage and answer the question.

‘© Lakoarteg,” Edn, ‘0 katayvooopal Ye 00D 0TeQ AAAWV KATAYLYVAOKW,

OTL HOL XAAETAIVOLOTL KAL KATAQWVTAL ETEDAV AVTOIS TTAQAYY iAW Ttivery TO
PAQUAKOV AVAYKACOVTWY TV AOXOVTWV. 0¢ d¢ £Yw KAl AAAWS EyvwKa €V

TOUTE TQ XQOVW YEVVALOTATOV KL TOAOTATOV KAL XQLOTOV AVOQX OVTX TV

TOTOTE DEVQO APIKOUEVWY, KAL OT) KAL VOV €0 010" OTL OUK €UOL XAAETIALVELS, 5
YLYVWOKELS YaQ TOUG altiovg, AAAa eketvolc.”

The Martyrdom of Socrates: Plato Phaedo 116¢
How does Plato show that the attendant has formed a positive opinion of Socrates?
In your answer you may wish to consider:

+ the attendant’s experience of previous executions
+ the words he uses to describe Socrates

You must refer to the Greek and discuss Plato’s use of language. [8]

There were some very good responses here and the majority of candidates reached Level 3 or 4. The
best responses made full use of the passage, selecting appropriate Greek quotations, translating those
quotations accurately, and commenting on Plato’s use of language. One ‘style’ point of this sort is
required to access Level 3 and two are needed for Level 4. Good responses without any linguistic
commentary were therefore limited to a Level 2 mark. Marks were sometimes lost for making too few
points, or for mistranslation/lack of translation of the quoted Greek. There were some similar looking
words in the lemma, which occasionally caused confusion (katayryvwokw, xaAemaivovaot,
katapwvtatl). xaAemalvovot was sometimes mistranslated as ‘blame’. Some combined the tricolon of
superlatives with the one used later by Phaedo, so that yevvaidtatov kal meadtatov kat &QLotov
became ‘the best, wisest and most just’ rather than ‘the noblest and gentlest and best’.

Most candidates knew the text in detail and peppered their responses with appropriate literary critical
terminology. The passage offered the opportunity for stylistic points and examiners were pleased to give
marks for the many excellent comments about, for example, the chiasmus in o0 katayvwoouat ye cov

OmeQ aAAwV kataylyvwokw, the hyperbolic effect of momote and the emphatic final position of
éxelvols. It was evident that candidates had been very well prepared by their teachers.

10 © OCR 2023
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Exemplar 2

Exemplar 2 illustrates part of a Level 3 response which had several strengths but also some
shortcomings. The whole response addressed the question well, showed a secure understanding of the
passage and included two good style points. However it was not quite full enough, with only three
paragraphs (the illustrative extract is the middle paragraph), it did not include enough points to qualify for
Level 4. The other shortcoming here is that the Greek quotation has not been translated, and the
paragraph therefore constitutes a weak point.

Assessment for learning

In preparing candidates for the 8-mark passage analysis question, teachers are encouraged
to emphasise the characteristics of a Level 4 response. Candidates should:

¢ use the full passage, aiming to make at least four points, each supported by Greek
quotation and showing an understanding of the context

e translate any Greek quoted, or make it clear that the meaning is understood

¢ include at least two comments about the author’s use of language.

The bullet points in the question are intended as a steer and do not necessarily dictate the
structure of the response.

11 © OCR 2023
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Question 5 (a) (i) and (i)

5 Read the passage and answer the questions.

0 d¢ Koltwv €t medtepog Epov, émeldr) oUX 0lOC T 1)V KATEXELY T DAKQUA,
eLaveatn. ATOAAGdWEOC d¢ Kal év T@ Eumpocbtev X0V 0VdEV ETAVETO
dakQLWYV, KAl 01N KL TOTE AVAPBOLXNOAUEVOS KAAWY KAL AYAVAKTWV 0VOEVA
OVTIVA 0V KATEKAATE TV TAQOVTWY TAT|V Y€ AUTOV ZWKQATOLG.
The Martyrdom of Socrates: Plato Phaedo 117d
(a) How do Crito and Apollodorus react when Socrates drinks the poison? Give two details
about each man.
(i) Crito:

Question 5(a)(i) presented few difficulties, since two marks could be earned simply by saying that Crito
cried and left the room. The majority of candidates also fared well with Question (5)(a)(ii), correctly
answering that Apollodorus wailed/roared/bellowed and cried his eyes out in distress. A significant
minority, however, relied on ovdev émaveto dakpvwv (‘did not stop crying’), which refers to the time
before Socrates drank the poison and therefore could not be given full marks.

Misconception

Candidates who offered ‘did not stop crying’ in response to Question 2(a)(ii) did not
distinguish between the contrasting time phrases kat év tw éumpocOev (even in the time up

to now) and kat dn ko tote (then especially — i.e. when Socrates drank the poison). Close

attention to the Greek was needed here in order to extract the relevant details from the
lemma.

12 © OCR 2023
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Question 5 (b)

(b) Judging by what he says after this passage, what did Socrates think of this reaction?

The majority of candidates gave the correct response to the question. Examiners exercised flexibility with
this context question, accepting a range of responses, including perceptive comments about his wish to
die ‘in silence’.

13 © OCR 2023
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Question 6

6 Read the passage and answer the question.

0 0¢ mepLeABwv, Emetdn) ol Paguvecbat Ehn o okéAN, katekAivn OTIOC — OUTW
vaQ €kéAevev 0 AvOWTOS — Kol Apa EPATTOUEVOS ADTOD 0UTOS O dOUS TO
dOAQUAKOV, DALV XQOVOV ETMEOKOTIEL TOVS TTODAC KAL T OKEAT), KATELTX
ohOdQA TECAS XVTOV TOV MOdA T)0eTO el alloBdvorto, 0 0 oLk Edm).

The Martyrdom of Socrates: Plato Phaedo 117e-118a

In this passage, how does Plato show that the poison is gradually taking effect?

You should make two points, each supported by close reference to the Greek.

Candidates who made two good content points here, supported by Greek quotation and translation,
achieved full marks.

Generalisations or inaccurate translations were liable to reduce marks. For example, responses which
maintained that Socrates’ legs became 'stiff’ (rather than ‘heavy’, for fapvveoOat) or which described
the poison as moving ‘all up his body’ (when only his feet and legs are mentioned in the passage) did not
earn full marks.

Although linguistic points are not expected when the question is not accompanied by an English
translation, a number of responses included valid stylistic points, such as the use of opodoa to
emphasise the strength of the attendant’s squeeze, or the abrupt reply from Socrates’ (0 0" ovk é¢n) to
indicate that he is losing feeling in his extremities.

14 © OCR 2023
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Question 7

7 Read the passage and answer the question.

TAVTA EQOULEVOL AVTOV 0VOEV ETL ATLEKQIVATO, AAA™ OALYOV XQOVOV DALtV
grvn)On te kai 0 avOpwmog EEekaAvev avTOV, Kl 0G T Oppata E0Tnoev: dwv
0¢ 0 Koltwv ovvéAaBe 1O otopa kat Tovg opOxApove.

The Martyrdom of Socrates: Plato Phaedo 118a

Translate this passage into English.

This short passage of translation presented several potential pitfalls, with the result that candidates did
not earn full marks here. While the final ten words were invariably correctly translated, common mistakes
elsewhere were:

e mistranslation of the genitive absolute tavta ¢gopévouv avtov: omission of avtov, or implying
Socrates as the subject of the participle, or translating épopiévouv as ‘said’ (see misconception
flagged below)

e omission of &t (judged to be an inconsequential error)

e omission of duixALrtawv in the time phrase (very common: the whole phrase was limited to a single
inconsequential error)

e interpreting ¢xivr)On as transitive (i.e. making the attendant the subject)

Note that a single more serious error plus a single inconsequential error in an otherwise correct
translation cannot earn more than 3 marks.

15 © OCR 2023
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Exemplar 3

Exemplar 3 demonstrates an example of translation, from a script which was very strong overall. It
illustrates two of the common errors detailed in the previous commentary. The translation of ¢popévov
as ‘said’ and the translation of oAtyov xoovov duxAinwyv as ‘after some time’. Both mistakes were
treated as inconsequential errors, two of which lose a mark.

Misconception

Those who translated ¢popévov as ‘said’ presumably — and understandably — confused this

@ word with ¢p, the future tense of Aéyw (I say). This form of Aéyw features earlier in the
question paper, in Xanthippe’s words to Socrates (o€ mpooggovOot ... ot émutridelon).
¢oopévou, on the other hand, is the aorist participle (middle in form) of éowtdw / Hedun v (I
ask).

OCR support

@ The Bloomsbury produced and OCR endorsed Anthology for Classical Greek GCSE has a

running vocabulary for each of the GCSE prescribed set texts. On page 215 the word
¢oopévou is glossed as the aorist participle of éowtdw, a verb on the GCSE Defined
Vocabulary List.
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Question 8*

8* ‘In taking such a calm approach to his death, Socrates failed to comfort those close to him.’
How far do you agree?

You should support your answer with a range of references to the text you have read, and you
may include passages printed on the question paper. [10]

There were many impressive responses to this final essay question, with many candidates achieving a
Level 5 mark. Essays displayed a detailed knowledge of the whole text and included a wealth of
additional evidence drawn from sections not printed on the question paper. Indeed, some even referred
to sections of the Phaedo outside the prescribed text. For example, ‘Phaedo told Echecrates at the
beginning of the dialogue that he did not feel pity for Socrates because he faced death so calmly and
bravely. We can conclude, therefore, that Phaedo was comforted’.

Others offered sophisticated and insightful interpretations. For example, ‘It is hypocritical of Socrates to
commend the attendant’s tears while condemning those of his close friends’. There was also an
intriguing comment about Socrates’ final words to Crito (“We owe a cock to Asclepius’), interpreted as a
cryptic passing of the philosophical baton to Plato.

Many candidates wrote well with clear topic sentences and well-developed argument, managing their
time effectively to include an introduction and conclusion. All these features are rewarded under AO3.
Since the question asks about ‘those close to him’, Level 5 responses had to mention Socrates’ wife
and/or the prison attendant. The minority of candidates neglected to do this, but such responses were
limited to Level 4. Some candidates insisted on quoting Greek (including from sections not printed on the
paper), thus losing time needlessly. Teachers should reassure candidates that they do not need to do
this for the 10-mark essay.
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Copyright information
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