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MARKING INSTRUCTIONS

PREPARATION FOR MARKING
RM ASSESSOR

1. Make sure that you have accessed and completed the relevant training packages for on-screen marking: RM Assessor Assessor Online Training;
OCR Essential Guide to Marking.

2. Make sure that you have read and understood the mark scheme and the question paper for this unit. These are posted on the RM Cambridge
Assessment Support Portal http://www.rm.com/support/ca

3. Log-in to RM Assessor and mark the required number of practice responses (“scripts”) and the number of required standardisation responses.

MARKING

1. Mark strictly to the mark scheme.

2. Marks awarded must relate directly to the marking criteria.

3. The schedule of dates is very important. It is essential that you meet the RM Assessor 50% and 100% (traditional 40% Batch 1 and 100% Batch 2)
deadlines. If you experience problems, you must contact your Team Leader (Supervisor) without delay.

4, If you are in any doubt about applying the mark scheme, consult your Team Leader by telephone or the RM Assessor messaging system, or by email.

5. Crossed Out Responses

Where a candidate has crossed out a response and provided a clear alternative then the crossed out response is not marked. Where no alternative
response has been provided, examiners may give candidates the benefit of the doubt and mark the crossed out response where legible.

Rubric Error Responses — Optional Questions

Where candidates have a choice of question across a whole paper or a whole section and have provided more answers than required, then all responses
are marked and the highest mark allowable within the rubric is given. Enter a mark for each question answered into RM assessor, which will select the
highest mark from those awarded. (The underlying assumption is that the candidate has penalised themselves by attempting more questions than
necessary in the time allowed.)


http://www.rm.com/support/ca
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Multiple Choice Question Responses

When a multiple choice question has only a single, correct response and a candidate provides two responses (even if one of these responses is correct),
then no mark should be awarded (as it is not possible to determine which was the first response selected by the candidate).

When a question requires candidates to select more than one option/multiple options, then local marking arrangements need to ensure consistency of
approach.

Contradictory Responses
When a candidate provides contradictory responses, then no mark should be awarded, even if one of the answers is correct.

Short Answer Questions (requiring only a list by way of a response, usually worth only one mark per response)
Where candidates are required to provide a set number of short answer responses then only the set number of responses should be marked. The

response space should be marked from left to right on each line and then line by line until the required number of responses have been considered. The
remaining responses should not then be marked. Examiners will have to apply judgement as to whether a ‘second response’ on a line is a development
of the first response’, rather than a separate, discrete response. (The underlying assumption is that the candidate is attempting to hedge their bets
and therefore getting undue benefit rather than engaging with the question and giving the most relevant/correct responses.)

Short Answer Questions (requiring a more developed response, worth two or more marks)
If the candidates are required to provide a description of, say, three items or factors and four items or factors are provided, then mark on a similar basis
— that is downwards (as it is unlikely in this situation that a candidate will provide more than one response in each section of the response space.)

Longer Answer Questions (requiring a developed response)
Where candidates have provided two (or more) responses to a medium or high tariff question which only required a single (developed) response and

not crossed out the first response, then only the first response should be marked. Examiners will need to apply professional judgement as to whether
the second (or a subsequent) response is a ‘new start’ or simply a poorly expressed continuation of the first response.

6.  Always check the pages (and additional objects if present) at the end of the response in case any answers have been continued there. If the candidate
has continued an answer there, then add a tick to confirm that the work has been seen.

7.  Award No Response (NR) if:
+ there is nothing written in the answer space

Award Zero ‘0’ if:
» anything is written in the answer space and is not worthy of credit (this includes text and symbols).
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Team Leaders must confirm the correct use of the NR button with their markers before live marking commences and should check this when

reviewing scripts.

8. The RM Assessor comments box is used by your team leader to explain the marking of the practice responses. Please refer to these comments
when checking your practice responses. Do not use the comments box for any other reason.
If you have any questions or comments for your team leader, use the phone, the RM Assessor messaging system, or e-mail.

9.  Assistant Examiners will send a brief report on the performance of candidates to their Team Leader (Supervisor) via email by the end of the marking
period. The report should contain notes on particular strengths displayed as well as common errors or weaknesses. Constructive criticism of the
guestion paper/mark scheme is also appreciated.

10. For answers marked by levels of response:

a. To determine the level — start at the highest level and work down until you reach the level that matches the answer
b. To determine the mark within the level, consider the following

Descriptor

Award mark

On the borderline of this level and the one below

At bottom of level

Just enough achievement on balance for this
level

Above bottom and either below middle or at middle of level (depending on number of marks
available)

Meets the criteria but with some slight
inconsistency

Above middle and either below top of level or at middle of level (depending on number of marks
available)

Consistently meets the criteria for this level

At top of level
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11. Annotations

Annotation Meaning
-+ Valid style point (8-marker) / AO3 point (10-marker)
? Unclear/dubious point
BOD Benefit of doubt
c Consequential error
REP Repetition / repeated error
X Incorrect translation or interpretation or factual error
™ (hard line) Major error
aad Minor error / SPAG
Harmful addition
v Correct / positive mark / additional evidence (10-marker)
Vi Good content point (8-mark & 10-mark question) / 2-mark point in 4-mark AO3 question
V2 Weaker content point / 1-mark point in 4-mark AO3 question
|:| Omission mark
HA Harmful addition
£ (highlight) Harmless addition
BP Blank Page — this annotation must be used on all blank pages within an answer booklet (structured or
unstructured) and on each page of an additional object where there is no candidate response.
Noted but no credit given
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12. Subject Specific Marking Instructions
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Question Answer Mark Guidance
1 a Accept any two points and award up to two marks each. Assess | AO3 | For full marks, response must include at least one style
against point-by-point marking grid below. 4 point.

expresses a valid point based on a relevant aspect of
content or aspect of literary style, with accurate,
relevant and suitably explained reference to the Greek

expresses a valid point, but is not fully supported by
an appropriate selection of content or aspect of
literary style or reference to the Greek

Point is not valid, or none are drawn

Answers may include:

acel ‘always’: adverb (in initial position) emphasises that they
were regular visitors

Kkat tag meooOev Nuéopag ‘on the previous days too’: not just
on this occasion

elwBOepev @ortav ‘we were accustomed to visit’: choice of
verbs and tense (imp/plup) emphasises regularity
ovAAegyouevol éwBev ‘gathering at dawn’: they would meet
early, as a group

mieplepévopev ovv ékdotote ‘we would wait each time’:
imperfect tense and adverb highlight repeated action
duatoifovteg pet’ dAANAwv ‘spending time with each other’:
they were content to kill time together

avouxOein ... aveyeto ... avoixOein ‘(was) opened’ x 3:
repeated use stresses their (long) daily wait

aveyeto yap ov mow for it was not opened early’: suggests
they usually put up with a long wait

elon)uev ‘we used to go in’: imperfect for repeated action

T TOAAQ dinueQevopey et avtov ‘spent most of the day
with him’: they gave up a lot of time

ael yo On xat tag meooHev Nuéoag elwbepev portav
Kal £yw Kol ol dAAAOL Tapa TOV ZwKQATH, CLAAeYOUEVOL
€wOev elg TO dIKAOTNOLOV €V @ Kal 1) dikn €yéveto
TATOlOV Y&XQ 1)V TOU deOHWTNQEIOV. TTEQLEUEVOLEV OV
éxdotote €wg dvoryOein T deopwWTOLOV, dATOIPOVTES
HeT AAANAWY, &AVEQYETO YAQ OV TOW:" £Tteldr) O¢
avouxOein, elonpev maga TOV ZwKEATN KAt T TOAAX
dINEQEVOUEV HET AVTOV.

TRANSLATION SUPPLIED

For on the previous days too we were always
accustomed, both | and the others, to visit Socrates,
gathering at dawn at the law-court in which the trial had
happened too; for it was near the prison. And so we would
wait each time until the prison was opened, spending time
with each other, for it was not opened early; and when it
was opened, we used to go in to Socrates and spend
most of the day with him.

Translation must match the words quoted.

T TOAAQ dinuepevopev: ‘toAAa’ alone insufficient for 2-
mark credit
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1 b His execution was imminent / could (now) take place / would AO2 | Accept ‘that day’ (ie on the day narrated by Phaedo)
happen the next day. 1
Question Answer Mark Guidance
2 (@) &ott AeAvpévov [1] AO3 | One mark for selecting the correct Greek phrase [AO3],
just / recently released / freed [1] 1 | one for translation [AOZ2].
+ e incorrect phrase + correct translation: O
AO2 | AeAvuévov: accept ‘unchained’, ‘unshackled’
1
2 (b) Socrates’ wife AO2 | Accept ‘his wife’
1
2 (c) | (i) | your (close) friends will speak to you [1] AO2 | Accept indirect speech (eg. ‘She says that S’s friends will
for the (very) last time [1] 3 speak to him...” etc)
and you (will speak) to them. [1]
Accept ‘have come to speak with you’
2 (c) | (ii) | Possible answers: AO2 | Accept any reasonable personal response which shows
o ‘the sort of thing that women usually say’ [1] 1 understanding of oia o1) elwOaov at yvvatikeg
+ +
suggests a dismissive / condescending attitude [1] AO3 | oia: accept ‘as’, ‘which’, ‘something which’
¢ depicts women as overly emotional [1] 1 eio0aov: accept ‘usually do’
implies that her presence was irritating / unwanted [1]
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Question Answer Mark Guidance
3 @) How should we bury you? AO2 | Acceptindirect question.
1
Accept singular (‘How should | bury you?’)
Accept passive (‘how he would like to be buried’)
3 (b) Two of: AO2 | Greek guotation not required, provided that the humour in
e He says ‘however you wish’ (61twg av ... BovANcOe) 2 Socrates’ words is appreciated. Incorrect Greek quotation
« ‘if you can catch me’ (¢&vmeo ye Adpnté) should therefore not be penalised.
* anq | don t_ escape /(from you)" (kad pm expiyw vuac) Accept ‘he lets Crito / is happy for them to decide’ (how he
e heis Iaughlng (YEA(XO'O(Q) should be buried)
¢ he looks away (amopAéac)
3 (c) (In asking how he should bury Socrates, Crito cannot AO3 | This is a challenging passage of Greek.
understand / be persuaded) that: 2

the living Socrates wants to discuss /set out philosophical
arguments [1]

Crito is thinking that Socrates will soon be a corpse [1]
arrangements for after his death are of no concern to
Socrates [1]

Credit answers which show understanding of the Greek
and / or interpretation, for example:

- Socrates is more interested in discussing
philosophical questions than in the manner of his
burial.

- Socrates sees a distinction between body and soul

- Verbatim translation
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Guidance on applying the marking grids for the 8-mark extended response

June 2023

This question focuses on candidates’ ability to select relevant examples of content and literary style and to structure an answer around these examples to
express relevant points. Therefore candidates will be assessed on the quality of the points made and the range and quality of the examples they have selected

from the passage.

Examiners must use a best fit approach to the marking grid. Where there are both strengths and weaknesses in a particular response, examiners must

carefully consider which level is the best fit for the performance overall.

8-mark grid for the extended response question AO3 = 8 marks = Analyse, evaluate and respond to literature

Level Marks Description

4 7-8 e very good engagement with the question

The response is logically structured, with a well-developed, coherent line of reasoning.

e expresses a range of relevant points, with good development, drawn on a range of well selected aspects of content and
features of literary style, with a good range of appropriate quotation with well thought out discussion

3 5-6 e good engagement with the question

features of literary style, with a range of appropriate quotation, with sound discussion

The response is well structured with a clear line of reasoning.

e expresses a range of sound points, with some development, drawn on a range of relevant aspects of content and

2 3-4 e some engagement with the question

appropriate quotation and some discussion
The response presents a line of reasoning which is mostly relevant but may lack structure.

e expresses some points drawn on a limited range of aspects of content and/or features of literary style, with some

1 1-2 ¢ little engagement with the question

The information is communicated in an unstructured way.

e expresses points which are of little relevance and are supported with little evidence from the set text

0 = No response worthy of credit.

10
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Question Answer Mark Guidance
4
Assess against criteria in the 8-mark AO3 grid (see above). AO3 | Toroates, €@, ‘00 kaTayvooopal ye 0ob 8TeQ
8

Answers may include:

@ Xakoates: he addresses him personally (respectfully?)
OV KAtayvwooual ye 0o 07TteQ AAAWV KATayLlyvwokw ‘I
shall not pass judgement upon you as | do upon others’:
Socrates has earned his respect; chiasmus, repetition
(polyptoton) of katayvwoopal / katayryvwokw and
negative ov show S is different from others

Ot pot xaAemalvovot kat katapwvtal ‘because they get
angry and curse me’: others do this but not S; repeated x/x
(velar) sounds add emphasis

avaykalovtov tov agxovtwy ‘at the behest of the
authorities’: others fail to understand that the attendant is
merely following orders; initial &- sounds add emphasis

o0& 0¢ éYyw ... Eyvwka ... &v tovTw TQ Xeovw ‘| have found
you...in all this time’: he has had time to get to know and
admire S; proximity of personal pronouns emphasises
YEVVALOTATOV KAl TTIRAOTATOV KAl AQLoTtov dvdpa ‘the

noblest and gentlest and best man’: unequivocal praise
emphasised by three superlatives (tricolon)

TV TWTOTE deLEO apkopévawy ‘of those who have ever
come here’: S is not a run-of-the-mill prisoner; mwmnote has
hyperbolic effect

€V o0’ OtL oVk €uot xaAematvels ‘1 know well that you are
not angry at me’: contrast between S and others emphasised
by repetition of xaAemaivovol / xaAemaivelc.

YLYVWOKELS Y toLg atttovg ‘for you know those
responsible’: S recognises that the authorities (¢xeivolg) are
the ones instructing him to drink the poison; emphatic final
position of éxeivolc.

AAAWV KATaYyVOoKw, OTL Lot XaAemtatvouot kai
KATAQWVTAL EMEDAV AUTOLS TAQAYYEWW TIVELY TO
PAOUAKOV AVAYKALOVTWYV TV AQXOVTWV. 0¢ O¢ €Y Kal
AAAWG Eyvka €V TOUTW T XEOVQ@ YEVVALOTATOV Kal
TIEAOTATOV KAl AQLOTOV AVOQA OVTA TV TIWTOTE DEVEO
APKOUEVWY, Kal O Kal VOV €D old’ Tl ok Epol
XAAETIALVELS, YLIYVWOKELS YAQ TOUG &lTlovg, AAAX

¢xeivorg.

“Socrates, | shall not pass judgement upon you as | do
upon others, because they get angry and curse me when |
tell them to drink the poison at the behest of the
authorities. Besides | have found in all this time that you
are the noblest and gentlest and best man of those who
have ever come here, and moreover | know well that you
are not angry at me but against them, for you know those
responsible.”

At least one style point required for L3

At least two style points required for L4

11
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Question Answer Mark Guidance

5 @) | () | (Crito): AO2 | Cries + leaves = 2 marks
was not able to hold back his tears [1], 2
(stood up and) went out [1]

5 (@) | (i) | (Apollodorus): two of AO2 | Do not accept ‘couldn’t stop crying’ since this refers to
wailed aloud / roared / bellowed [1] 2 Apollodorus’s behaviour before Socrates drank the poison
cried his eyes out / in distress / grieving [1] (¢v @ EumEooBev xoOvw)
made everyone (apart from Socrates) break down [1]

5 (b) One of: AO2 | One detail required

e strange behaviour 1
e excessively emotional / weak
e 100 noisy
¢ what he expected from the women
o he disapproved of it
Question Answer Mark Guidance

6 Accept any two points and award up to two marks each. AO3 | 6 d¢ TepLeABwv, émerdn) ol BaUveaBat £ ta okéAn,

Assess against point-by-point marking grid below. 4

2 expresses a valid point based on a relevant aspect of
content or aspect of literary style, with accurate,
relevant and suitably explained reference to the Greek

1 | expresses a valid point, but is not fully supported by
an appropriate selection of content or aspect of
literary style or reference to the Greek

0 Point is not valid, or none are drawn

Answers may include:

KkatekAlvn Otiog — oUtw yaQ ékéAevev 6 dvOowrog —
Kal dpa EQATTOUEVOS AUTOL 0UTOG O DOUG TO PAQHAKOV,
LXALTIWV XOOVOV ETETKOTIEL TOVG TTOOAG KAl TX OKEAT),
KATIELTA 0QOdOA TILECAS AVTOD TOV OO T)QETO €l
aloBavorro, 6 " ovk E@n).

He walked about and when he said his legs were
becoming heavy, lay down on his back — for this is what
the attendant had told him to do — and at the same time
the one who had given him the poison held onto him, and
after leaving some time, inspected his feet and legs, and
then squeezed his foot hard and asked if he felt it, and he
said he didn’t.

12
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0 0¢ mepteAOwv ‘he walked about’: allows time for the poison
to act

€meldn) ot Bapvveobat épn ta okéAn ‘when he said his legs
were becoming heavy’: the first effects are felt in his legs.
KatekAvn Utiog — oUtw yaQ ékéAevev 6 avOowmog ‘lay
down on his back — for this is what the attendant had told
him to do’): he lies down as instructed

dixAmwv xpovov ‘after leaving some time’: the phrase
suggests a gradual process

ETeTKOTEL TOVG TTOdAG Kal T okéAn ‘inspected his feet and
legs’: he starts at Socrates’ extremities.

o@POdRa Téoag avToL ToV TOdx ‘squeezed his foot hard':
strength of the squeeze emphasised by o@odoa

noeto el atobavorto, 6 0' ovk €¢n ‘asked if he felt it, and he
said he didn’t’: brief, matter-of-fact response from S shows
that the poison is taking effect

Note that the wording of this question is not inviting style
points: two good content points, supported by accurate
reference to the Greek, should earn full marks; however,
any relevant style points can be rewarded.

Guidance on applying the marking grids for the 5-mark set text translation

The mark scheme awards marks for the proportion of sense communicated. If a candidate has communicated the ‘gist’ of a sentence (e.g. they know who
has done what to whom) they will score 5, 4 or 3 marks. If they have not understood the basic sense of the sentence, they will score a maximum of 2.

A completely correct translation with no omissions or errors will always score 5. The key judgment for a candidate who has demonstrated understanding of
the overall meaning of the sentence is whether they should score 5, 4 or 3. This will depend on the gravity of their errors/omissions and may depend on the
number of words in the sentence to be translated or the difficulty of the Greek and is usually decided at standardisation after a judgment has been formed
about the performance of candidates. The final decisions on what constitute ‘inconsequential’ and ‘more serious errors’ will be made and communicated to
assessors via the standardisation process (after full consideration of candidates’ responses) and these decisions will be captured in the final mark scheme
for examiners and centres.

A word containing more than one error should be treated as a maximum of one serious error. Repeated and consequential vocabulary errors should not be

penalised.

13
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Marks Description

5 Perfectly accurate with no errors or omissions, or one inconsequential error.
4 Essentially correct but two inconsequential errors or one more serious error.
3 Overall meaning clear, but more serious errors or omissions.

2 Part correct but with overall sense lacking/unclear.

1 No continuous sense; isolated knowledge of vocabulary only.

0 = No response worthy of credit.

June 2023

Question Answer Mark Guidance
7 Assess against criteria in the 5-mark AO2 grid (see above) AO2 | Accept
S) ovdeV étL amekpivaro: ‘there was no further reply’

TAUTA €QOEVOL AVTOL OVDEV ETL ATIEKQIVATO, AAA’ OALyOV
X00voV dlaALtawv ExtvriOn te kal 0 avOpwmog eEekdAvpev
avToV, Kat 6¢ o dppata éotnoev: Wwv d¢ 6 Koltwv ovvéAaPe
TO OTOMA Kol TOUG 0QOaAoUG.

Suggested translation:

When he [Crito] asked this he did not reply any more but (after)
leaving a little time he moved and the man / attendant
uncovered him, and his / Socrates’ eyes were fixed / he fixed his
eyes; (and) when he saw it / seeing this Crito closed his mouth

and eyes.

&ictvn)On): ‘twitched’, ‘convulsed’, ‘started to convulse’
éEexaAvpev: ‘uncovered his face’
¢otnoev: ‘stopped’

Inconsequential:

tavTa €Qopévou avtou: ‘to this question’ or Socrates
as implied subject of gen. abs. (‘having (been) asked’)
¢oopévou: ‘said’

omission of &t

O0Atyov xpovov diaAimwv: single minor error for phrase
omission of either kat

omission of oc (ie guard as subject of éotnoev)

More serious error

¢oopévou: ‘having heard’
oVLdEV...amekplvarto: ‘nothing was said’
Any other omitted word

14
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Guidance on applying the marking grids for the 10-mark extended response

Two Assessment Objectives are being assessed in this question; AO2 (Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of literature) and AO3 (Analyse, evaluate and
respond to literature). The two Assessment Objectives are equally weighted. Examiners must use a best fit approach to the marking grid. Where there are both
strengths and weaknesses in a particular response, particularly imbalanced responses in terms of the assessment objectives, examiners must carefully consider
which level is the best fit for the performance overall. For example, you should not be able to achieve a mark of 8 made up of AO2 = 6 and AO3 = 2.

Responses are credited for AO2 for the detail and accuracy of the knowledge of the set text they deploy and for their understanding of the set text.

Responses are credited for AO3 for how well the response addresses the question, for candidates selecting relevant examples from the set texts they have studied
and drawing and expressing conclusions based on the selected examples in relation to the question posed. Candidates will be assessed on the quality of the
conclusions and points they argue and the range and quality of the examples they have selected.

In relation to this question (“In taking such a calm approach to his death, Socrates failed to comfort those close to him.” How far do you agree?), details about
Socrates’ calm approach to death and how he dealt with those around him would be evidence of AO2, whilst using this evidence assess whether he brought them
any comfort would be evidence of AO3.

10-mark grid for the extended response question AO2 =5 marks = Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of literature
AO3 =5 marks = Analyse, evaluate and respond to literature

Level | Marks | Characteristics of performance

5 9-10 ¢ detailed knowledge and excellent understanding of the set text (AO2)
« well-argued response to the question which is supported by a range of well-selected examples from the set text (AO3)

The response is logically structured, with a well-developed, sustained and coherent line of reasoning

4 7-8 e good knowledge and sound understanding of the set text (AO2)
« agood response to the question which is supported by some well-selected examples from the set text (AO3)

The response is logically structured, with a well-developed and clear line of reasoning.

3 5-6 ¢ some knowledge and understanding of the set text (AO2)
« areasonable response to the question which is supported by some examples from the set text (AO3)

The response presents a line of reasoning which is mostly relevant and has some structure.

2 34 ¢ limited knowledge and understanding of the set text (AO2)
« alimited response to the question which is occasional supported by reference to the set text (AO3)

The response presents a line of reasoning but may lack structure.

15
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e very limited knowledge and understanding of the set text (AO2)

e avery limited response to the question with very limited reference to the set text (AO3)

The information is communicated in an unstructured way.

0 = No response worthy of credit.

June 2023

Arguments may include (AO3):

Plato’s account of Socrates' death gives us a portrait of someone
so detached from the needs and cares of his body that his soul can
slip away without fuss. This perspective ensured that Socrates
himself could face death calmly and unemotionally. Those around
him, however, (his wife, children, the prison attendant and, above
all, his friends) found his execution profoundly distressing. Did he
offer them any comfort?

¢ No: he sent the women away; his friends were distraught
when he drank the poison; dismissive of practical matters
(eg. his burial); his friends react emotionally in spite of
Socrates’ own calm demeanour; death from hemlock is a
harrowing thing to witness

e Yes: he accepts his fate with equanimity; he impresses
upon his friends the importance of care for the soul; he
makes fun of Crito; he is civil to the attendant; he bathes so
that the women don’t have to wash his body; his end is
dignified

Question Answer Mark Guidance
“In taking such a calm approach to his death, Socrates
8 failed to comfort those close to him.” How far do you 10 made
agree? up of Maximum 8 if no mention of the women / the
AO2 =5 | prison attendant.
Assess against criteria in the 10-mark essay grid (see above). AO:? .

16
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Supporting evidence from the prescribed text (AO2). Passages are
numbered according to the text in the OCR Anthology.

(underlined = sections outside those printed on the QP; [Material in
square brackets is in the English introductory sections but not
prescribed in Greek]):

| Phaedo 59c-60a

e His friends arrive knowing that Socrates is to die on this day
e Xanthippe and Socrates’ young son are with him when his
friends arrive. Her emotional reaction prompts Socrates to send

her away.

Il. Phaedo 115b-d

¢ [Much philosophical discussion between Socrates and his
friends in which he makes it clear why he is calm in the face
of death. He decides to have a bath so that the women
don’t have to wash his body after he is dead.]

e Crito asks Socrates for practical instructions (about his
children ‘or anything else’) so that his friends might serve
him best. He tells them that by taking care of themselves —
ie by continuing to live the philosophical life — they will serve

both his and their own interests.

¢ When Crito asks how they should bury him, Socrates
makes gentle fun of him (gallows humour), pretending that
Crito has not understood what he has said about the priority
of the soul over the body.

e Socrates says he will be gone ‘to the happy places of the
blest, comforting at the same time both you and myself.’

Il. Phaedo 116b-d

17
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[Socrates takes his bath and sees his wife and children for
the last time.]

Socrates spends a long time bathing — deferring the
inevitable for the comfort of others?

The attendant politely tells Socrates that his time has come,
telling him to ‘try to bear as easily as possible what is
necessary’. He bursts into tears as he leaves.

Socrates speaks warmly of the attendant and is business-
like about taking the poison — ‘come on then, Crito, let us
obey him’

[Socrates resists Crito’s urge to delay a little: he does not
want to prolong his life because he is ready to take the

poison.]

IV. Phaedo 117c-118a

Socrates drinks the hemlock ‘very fearlessly and calmly’.
His friends can no longer contain their emotions.

Crito leaves the room, Apollodorus bawls his eyes out; only
Socrates does not break down.

Socrates shames his friends into silence, saying ‘| sent the
women away not least because of this’, and telling them to
‘keep quiet and be strong’.

His friends are ashamed and restrain their crying

The poison takes effect: Socrates lies down and gradually
loses feeling in his body; he becomes cold and stiff

His last cryptic words (‘Crito, we owe a cock to Ascelpius’)
are a practical instruction, perhaps intended to comfort?
The attendant shows the friends that Socrates’ eyes are
fixed. His end seems calm and peaceful.

Phaedo’s final words of praise for Socrates suggest pride
and comfort in having known such an excellent man.
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