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Introduction

Oure x ami neeprosrét sr are produced to offer constructive f
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports wild.l include a gener al commentary on cC .
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y307/01 series overview

Y307 is one of twenty one units for Paper 3 of the revised A Level examination for GCE History. This unit
tests an extended period of History of at least one hundred years through an interpretation option on a
named in-depth topic and two essays. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates
are required to use contextual knowledge to test the views of two historians about one of the three
named in-depth topics or an aspect of one. The question does not require them to comment on the style
of writing or the provenance of the interpretation. In Section B candidates are required to answer two
essay questions from a choice of three.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

1 showed a clear understanding of the views of | I showed a limited understanding of one or both
the two interpretations in relation to the of the interpretations

question 1 did not go beyond a basic explanation of part

1 were able to use contextual knowledge to of the interpretation
test the interpretations, linking that
knowledge directly to the interpretation
through evaluative words

1 did not link any contextual knowledge directly
to the interpretation and therefore did not
evaluate the interpretation

1 were able to consider both the strengths and

limitations of both interpretations using
contextual knowledge

1 in answering the essay, adopted a
chronological rather than thematic approach

1 did not make links or comparisons even if
events from different parts of the period were
discussed in the same paragraph

i in answering the essay, questions cover the
whole period in a balanced way

adopted a thematic approach 1 did not cover the whole period.

made links and comparisons between

aspects of the topic 9 did not focus on the precise wording of the

guestion

explained the links and comparisons 1 made unsupported comments about issues

supported their arguments with precise and which were no more than assertions.
relevant examples

1 reached a supported judgement about the
issue in the question.
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Section A overview

To do well on Section A, candidates need to explain the view of each interpretation in relation to the
gquestion and then evaluate the interpretation by the application of contextual knowledge. Responses
should show an understanding of the wider debate connected to the issue.

Question 1

1 Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more
convincing as an explanation of the significance for England of the defeat of the Armada. [30]

The two passages focused on the significance of the defeat of the Spanish Armada in 1588 for England.
Interpretation A put forward the view that victory did not bring Elizabeth popularity and that there were
few benefits. On the other hand, Interpretation B put forward the view that Elizabeth achieved her
objectives, most importantly safeguarding national independence, but that the costs were high. It is
important that candidates take an overview of the interpretations and consider what the view of each
interpretation is with regards to the issue in the question and do not simply attempt to evaluate individual
phrases, regardless of their link to the actual question.

In evaluating Interpretation A responses considered whether England became harder to govern, pointing
to unrest and the demands for higher levels of taxation. Responses also considered that the
interpretation was correct in arguing that victory brought few benefits as further Armadas followed and
Englandal so had to deal with Tyronebs rebellion, whi
challenged the view and argued that Elizabeth gained popularity, was seen as a Protestant heroine and
that the threat from Spain was diminished and that developments in the Netherlands and France
vindicated her actions.

In evaluating Interpretation B most were able to use the increasing cost of the war to show the validity of
the interpretation. Stronger responses were able to provide precise figures to support their claim.
Responses also argued that Interpretation B was correct as Protestantism in the Netherlands was
safeguarded and that the Catholic League were defeated in France, providing further evidence of
Elizabethds success.

These questions do require candidates to evaluate and not simply explain the interpretations, even if
they use contextual knowledge to support their explanations. As a result, candidates need to clearly
indicate whether they think a particular view is valid, or not, and then use contextual knowledge to
support their argument. There were very few responses that drifted into discussing the provenance of the
two interpretations, this will gain no credit.
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The exemplar provides an example of a candidate who was able to show a high level of evaluation,
using a good range of detailed knowledge to support their argument and reach a supported judgement.
As a result, it was placed in Level 6, but at the lower end as both the evaluation and support could have
been further developed.

Assessment for learning

Candidate should be made aware that they need to focus on the issue in the question and not
simply evaluate all elements in the interpretation. Candidates need to ask themselves what is
the view of each passage about the issue raised 1 in this instance the significance of the
defeat of the Armada
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Section B overview

To do well on Section B, candidates need to make connections and links across the whole period,
explaining similarities and differences between the events they are discussing in order to show an
awareness of continuity and change across the whole period unless instructed otherwise. The
comparisons made may be either between periods within the topic or between regions. The strongest
responses will test a hypothesis and reach a supported judgement.

Question 2*
2* ‘Continuity rather than change was the main feature of England’s relations with France in the
period from 1485 to 1603.” How far do you agree? [25]

Although this was a popular question, many candidates struggled to structure an answer and instead
often wrote about the factors that influenced English policy towards France. This resulted in a partial
answer. Those that did address the demands of the question usually focused on the issue of warfare,
arguing that for the first part of the period continuity was the main factor as France was seen as the
national enemy and that it resulted in warfare
warfare was short-lived. Others suggested that although warfare was a consistent, there were periods of
peace, but these were usually short-lived and provided examples of both warfare and peace. In
discussing continuity some responses considered how England was always concerned about the Auld
Alliance between France and Scotland. In discussing continuity a few responses did refer to concern
throughout the period about the control of the Channel and Channel ports, whilst some made reference
to the importance of Calais. A number of responses did not consider the latter part of Elizabe t hé s r
where change seemed more apparent given the withdrawal of French troops from Scotland and the
Treaty of Blois. By the latter part of the period relations had changed so that England and France were
on the same side fighting Spain, and for those who did consider the whole period this was often the
crucial explanation for changing relations.

Assessment for learning

dur |

ei g

@ Candidates should be reminded that responses need to cover the whole period.
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Question 3*

3* ‘Henry VIII's divorce from Catherine of Aragon was the most important turning point in England’s
relations with Spain in the period from 1485 to 1603." How far do you agree? [25]

It is important that candidates are aware that turning point questions should be tackled in exactly the
same way as other thematic questions. A thematic approach provides the best structure and makes a
comparative approach much easier. However, most of those who tackled this question adopted an
event-by-event approach, considering the divorce and then events such as Treaty of Medina del Campo,
Mar y6s marriage to Philip and the Armada. Most
divorce, but unfortunately often focused on the process of the divorce rather than its impact on Anglo-
Spanish relations. Those that did consider its impact argued it ended the good relations there had been
since Medina del Campo and led to the threat of a Catholic crusade against England. Some did see the
divorce in its wider context and how it led to England searching for allies, hence the Cleves marriage.
Some of the stronger answers argued that the impact was short-lived, as not only did the threat of a
crusade recede, but Mary married Philip and restored Anglo-Spanish relations. In considering other
possible turning points some discussed English involvement in the Dutch revolt and how that, or attacks
on Spanish shipping led to full-scale warfare and the eventual launch of the Armada. In considering
Medina del Campo some argued this was the most important as it gave Henry VIl international
recognition security. However, whichever event was seen as the most important it was vital to compare
and reach a supported judgement.

V)

vr ot

Assessment for learning

@ Turning point essays require a similar structure to all other thematic essays.
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Question 4*

4* ‘Foreign policy had a serious impact on England'’s financial affairs throughout the period from
1485 to 1603.” How far do you agree? [25]

Good responses were able to display the crucial skill of synthesis, often comparing the cost of warfare
under Henry VIII, Protector Somerset and Elizabeth with the more circumspect policy of Henry VII. The
strongest answers were able to support their argument with a good knowledge of the cost of warfare.
There was also some discussion as to how foreign policy led to attempts to raise money and created
unrest in the reigns of both Henry VII and Henry VIII. The argument of cost was the most frequent
feature of responses, some arguing that it virtually bankrupted the country and led to a policy of
debasement that would have an impact on inflation. There was also mention that foreign policy resulted
in the revenues raised from the Dissolution being spent in order to protect national security. There was
also some discussion of trade embargoes under both Henry VII and Elizabeth and how they impacted
income.

Most answers did attempt to display balance, arguing national security took precedence over the

financial impact, seen most clearly under Elizabeth I. However, some argued that foreign policy was also
used by Henry VIl and Northumberland to enhance
continued this until she had no choice.

Exemplar 2
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