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OCR has produced these candidate style answers to support teachers in interpreting the
assessment criteria for the new GSCE specifications and to bridge the gap between new
specification release and availability of exemplar candidate work.

This content has been produced by senior OCR examiners, with the support of the Qualifications
Manager, to illustrate how the sample assessment questions might be answered and provide some
commentary on what factors contribute to an overall grading. The candidate style answers are not
written in a way that is intended to replicate student work but to demonstrate what a “good” or
“excellent” response might include, supported by examiner commentary and conclusions.

As these responses have not been through full moderation and do not replicate student work, they
have not been graded and are instead, banded “medium” or “high” to give an indication of the level
of each response.

Please note that this resource is provided for advice and guidance only and does not in any way
constitute an indication of grade boundaries or endorsed answers.

la Question 4 Travel and the wider world

Your school website aims to celebrate the different cultures represented in the school.
You have been asked to write about ‘The most important day of the year’. (25)

Remember:

¢ to give factual information and explain ideas and points of view (your own or those of
others)

e to use a variety of vocabulary, different types of sentences and different verb tenses

You can use your own ideas or you could include these ideas:

1 who you are, where you live and which culture / country you represent;
2 details about the day you have chosen (when, where, who takes part);
3 describe what happened or will happen on this day;

4 reasons why this day is the most important day of the year;

5 whether or not your feel it is important for different cultures to celebrate their own
special days.
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Candidate style answer

Examiners commentary

Benim adim Nehir Tiiziin. Tiirkiim ve ailemle birlikte
Londra’da yasiyorum. Benim igin en 6nemli
bayram, 23 Nisan Ulusal Egemenlik ve Cocuk
bayramidir ¢iinkii o giin, sadece ililkemizin yénetim
seklinin degismesi agisindan dedil ama eglenceli bir
glin olmasi bakimindan da énemlidir.

Bu tarihte Tiirkiye Bliyiik Millet Meclisi, énderimiz
Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk tarafindan agilmis ve o giin
ulusal bir bayram olarak ilan edilmistir. Atatiirk,
gocuklari, yarinin gelecegi olarak gérdiigii igcin bu
glinii onlara armagan etti.

Bayram giinii cok heyecan duyarim. Okullarda
térenler diizenlenir, cocuklar siirler okur, dans eder
ve caddelerde degisik kostiimler giyerek yliriiyiis
yaparlar. Son yillarda bayrama diinyanin bircok
ilkesinden gelen ¢ocuklar da gesitli gésterilerle
katiliyorlar. Diger iilkelerden ¢ocuklarin katiimasi
arkadaslik baginin olusmasi bakimindan ¢ok
6nemlidir.

Bu yil bayramda ailemle birlikte kiz kardesimin
okulundaki térene gidecegiz. Kardesim, bir piyeste
oynayacadi icin ¢ok sevingli ve heyecanli. Onu
mutlu gérmek, beni ve ailemi ¢cok sevindiriyor.
Bayramlarin kutlanmasi, yeni nesillere tarih ve
kiilttirlerini 6gretmek ve ayni kiiltiirden olan
insanlarin bir araya gelerek yakinlasmasini
saglamak bakimindan ¢ok énemlidir.

High level answer

The candidate has a good introduction. She has
introduced herself, her background and where she
lives. She has explained the most important day for
her and gave reasons. She has also provided
factual information using a complex sentence.

The candidate explains the importance of the day
and why it was established as a national festival.
She has again provided factual information by
explaining why it was presented to children as a gift
and used past tense. She used compound
sentences successfully.

The candidate expresses her own and other
people’s feelings about the day. She gives factual
information about how the day is celebrated by
using a variety of structures and vocabulary which
places her work in a high band. She has conveyed
information successfully.

She has used the future tense and has explained
how she celebrates the festival with her family. She
mentions the feelings of her own and her family.

She concludes her writing by giving her opinion as
to why it is important for everyone to celebrate the
festivals in their culture. Again she gives a detailed
and developed response with opinions and
justifications.

This is a very good piece of writing. The candidate
has provided a variety of factual information,
explained her thoughts and expressed her own
opinions and ideas. She has used a wide range of
clause types and complex sentences. She has
justified a range of ideas and points of view. The
grammar and spelling is accurate. There are no
punctuation errors.

She has managed to use a variety of structures,
vocabulary and clauses throughout the writing and
has used more than one tense successfully with
ease. She has mostly stuck to the suggested points
in the question but has developed the factual
information and points of view she has expressed
and justified her opinions. The response deserves
to be placed in a high band for both Communication
and Quality of Language.
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Candidate style answer

Examiners commentary

Benim adim Ahmet Bilgi. Kuzey Londra’da
yasiyorum. Ortaokula gidiyorum. iki erkek
kardesim var. Tark klltlrini anlatmak istiyorum.
Benim icin en 6nemli bayram Cocuk bayramidir.

Benim icin 23 Nisan Cocuk bayrami ¢cok 6nemli. Bu
bayrami Atatiirk, cocuklara armagan etti. Cocuklar
bu bayrami ¢ok severler ve heyecanla beklerler
¢clnkl bu sadece ¢ocuklarin festivalidir. Turkiye’de
televizyonlarda, okullarda gesitli gosteriler olur.
Cocuklar, degisik kiyafetler giyip, caddelerde
ylrirler. Herkes onlari alkislar.

Bayram, hem yurtta hem de yurt disinda kutlanir.
Bu yil kardesimin gittigi hafta sonu okulunda
kutlama térenine gidecegiz. Ogrencilerin aileleri de
gelecek. Aileler cocuklarinin gosterilerini
izleyecekler. Benim kardesim de halk danslari
gosterilerine katilacak. Biz de onu izleyecegiz. Cok
eglenecegiz.

Bu bayram ¢ok dnemli ¢link(i tim ¢ocuklar
gosterilere katilir ve eglenirler. Eglenceli zaman
gecirirler. Aileleri de mutlu olur ve cocuklariyla
gurur duyar. Atatlirk hakkinda bilgi sahibi olurlar.
Bence bu tiir glinleri kutlamak ¢ok 6nemli ¢linki
cocuklar kendi kiilturlerini 6grenirler. Onlarda
ogrendiklerini daha sonra kendi ¢cocuklarina
Ogretirler.

Medium level answer

The candidate has used the prompts given and
introduced himself by giving his name, where he
lives, and which school he attends and given
information about his family. He also mentioned
which culture he represented and what the
important day for him is in simple sentences.

The candidate managed to give information about
the festival using prompts given with correct
language but the sentences are very simple. He
again expresses his own feelings as well as other
people. The use of linking words unfortunately is
not very successful.

He has given factual information and has also
expressed a simple opinion which helps to take the
writing to the middle level for communication.

The candidate describes what will happen on the
day. He provides some factual information and
gives his opinions but there is an element of
repetition in the detail provided.

He has used the future tense successfully which
helps move the writing to the middle level for
Quiality of Language.

The candidate says why the day is important to him
and justifies it. However the straightforward nature
of the point of view and the repetition prevents the
writing moving to a higher band.

The last prompt has been used well. He justifies
why he feels that celebrating a special day is
important. A more complex sentence is used and
helps to place the Quality of Language at the
middle level.

The candidate manages to use short, factual
sentences to respond to the task. He expresses
straightforward opinions and sometimes provides
justifications.

The candidate can communicate information and
express personal opinions by using different time
frames but the sentence structures are very simple.
The message is clear and coherent but there are
some repetitions.

He has stuck rigidly to the points suggested in the
question and has included a lot of factual
information, not all fully relevant to the question.
There is an element of repetition to his points but he
has supplied factual information about the event,
simple opinions and points of view and one or two
justifications. This candidate falls into the middle of
the range for both Communication and Quality of
Language.
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