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Microscopy (onion cells)
Oxford Cambridge and RSA

Onion slide 
on stage

Set higher power 
objective lens

Focus  
(coarse adjustment 
then fine adjustment)

Set lowest power objective 
lens (shortest barrel) to 
just above slide (using 
the coarse adjustment to 
move stage)

Focus  
(coarse 
adjustment  
(if needed) then 
fine adjustment)

Make a labelled 
drawing – annotate 
with total magnification 
factor

Cover slide  
(edge first)         

2 drops  
iodine solution                  

Epidermal tissue 
from onion              

One drop of water 
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