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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Paper 3 series overview 

This year’s prose texts continued to assess candidates’ knowledge and understanding of texts from 

Cicero, Tacitus, and Livy. Performance was by and large very pleasing. Centres have become more 

aware of the need for developed analysis in 15-mark response questions: quoting a meaningful portion 

of Latin, then translating and discussing it in order to answer the question. Twenty-mark responses were 

done well, with candidates showing good analysis skills focused on the question set and not simply 

listing facts. Fewer candidates seemed to run out of time in the 20-mark responses than in previous 

years. Overall, Cicero and Tacitus were the most popular texts, but once again Livy proved to have a 

substantial number of entries. 

 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• accurately translated the portions of the texts 
in 5-mark questions 

• produced insightful responses to 15-mark 
questions by providing relevant evidence from 
the Latin texts and detailed discussion of 
relevant literary devices  

• 15-mark responses were focused on the 
question being asked, e.g. how the passage is 
‘dramatic’, etc. 

• had an excellent knowledge of the set texts 
(including the ability to translate the Latin 
accurately)  

• responded to 20-mark essay questions with 
sustained arguments leading to convincing 
conclusions based on a detailed knowledge of 
the texts.  

• lacked sufficient knowledge of the texts and 
were unable to translate the 5-mark portions 
accurately 

• produced undeveloped analysis in 15-mark 
responses, often retelling the narrative with 
English paraphrases, or picking out isolated 
words with obvious English derivations but 
which did not show knowledge of their context 
in the passage 

• had very curtailed answers in 20-mark 
responses with a limited knowledge of the 
texts, or very unstructured arguments. 
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Section A overview 

Both Cicero and Tacitus were equally popular options, and both questions produced excellent levels of 

understanding and analysis. 

 

Question 1 (a)*  

Candidates had a good knowledge of the narrative here. The most successful responses were able to 

capture the drama in this scene rather than simply narrating what happened in a linear progression 

through the passage. For example, successful responses saw candidates reference the feeling of 

anticipation after Aulus Aurius’ threat to Oppianicus, a threat which was then realised after the dramatic 

announcement that Dinaea’s son had been killed. A large number of candidates confused (nomen) 

delaturum (report, denounce) with deleturum, resulting in many statements that Aurius would destroy 

Oppianicus. 

Exemplar 1 
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This candidate has produced an excellent point. A meaningful clause in Latin has been produced as 

evidence of the dramatic nature of the passage, and an accurate translation is given. The evidence is 

carefully directed to showing the drama in the passage. Relevant literary features are identified, and their 

effect is noted. 

 

Question 1 (b)  

This was generally well done, but some candidates merged the two points together by saying something 

to the effect that Cicero intended now to cover quickly the rest of the points more relevant to Cluentius, 

and thus not distinguishing what Cicero is going to do clearly enough. 

 

Question 1 (c)  

Responses generally displayed the points listed on the mark scheme, although some candidates did not 

explain the second point with enough accuracy, i.e. that Cicero is trying to show that jurors in the 

previous trial in 74 BC were not bribed by Cluentius. Some vaguer responses merely stated that the jury 

was not corrupted, without any clear indication of what trial this was and by whom this corruption was 

alleged to have been perpetrated. 

 

Question 1 (d)  

A very accessible passage which candidates comfortably translated. 

 

Question 1 (e)  

This question was well answered. 
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Question 2 (a)*  

Candidates produced many excellent responses which highlighted the vivid nature of Sejanus’ 

scheming. In a notable number of responses, pellexit (‘he enticed’) was mistranslated as ‘he drove’ Livia 

to adultery. The passage was rich in style points and candidates were able to explain these very well. 

Exemplar 2 

The candidate has succeeded in tailoring a piece of evidence towards directly answering the question 

about how vivid the passage is. There is ample quotation of Latin which is embedded in the context of 

the overall narrative. The candidate has identified relevant stylistic features and given some 

development of their effect. The development (especially when explaining a chiasmus) could have been 

improved by explaining why the coming together of the two B words (or alternatively the separation of 

the A words) helps make the animosity of Drusus more vivid. 

 

Question 2 (b)  

There were almost no problems here. 
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Question 2 (c)  

A relatively demanding passage, as expected from Tacitus. Translations of parts were quite rightly free 

and not literal (especially of the in eo stare consilia clause), and assessors credited a wide range of 

possible ways to render the meaning here. Omissions of some words (e.g. modice and tamquam) 

resulted in marks being lost.  

Translating all the words 

Candidates should double-check that they have translated all the words in the passage for 5-mark 
responses. As the mark scheme states, omission of words is generally a major error (though 
omission of connectives that do not significantly alter the sense of the translation are only slight errors). 

 

Question 2 (d)  

Candidates performed well here. 

 

Question 2 (e)  

This question was generally well answered. 
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Section B overview 

While Cicero and Tacitus remained the overall favourites here, there was a substantial number of 

responses offering Livy. Broadly speaking, the questions were tackled very well and equally well across 

the three options. 

 

Question 3 (a)*  

The key word ‘outrage’ triggered many focused responses as candidates enjoyed exploring the invective 

against Sassia which was geared towards provoking such outrage. 

Assessment for learning 

 

For 15-mark questions, candidates should be encouraged to quote and translate whole Latin 
phrases. Fragmentary approaches which zone in on isolated words are unlikely to be given 
marks.  

Literary features can then be further analysed, and their relevance carefully explained. 

Both content and use of language should be linked to the original question, e.g. how is a 
passage emotional, or vivid, or interesting? 

A range of points should be taken from the whole passage. Sometimes, candidates offer 
perhaps two or three points of analysis on the same Latin quotation, which restricts the 
attention they can give to other parts of the passage. 

 

Question 3 (b)  

Generally, this was answered well. Some credit was lost by over-literal references to, for example, 

‘confirming’ Oppianicus as an accuser. Likewise, some candidates did not properly explain what was 

meant by the fact that Sassia ‘armed’ Oppianicus, i.e. furnished him with ways in which to accuse 

Cluentius. 
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Question 3 (c)  

This was largely well translated. A few candidates missed the first sentence, possibly thrown off by the 

repeated hinc words. Omission of aliquando was seen relatively frequently. 

 

Question 3 (d)  

The question was generally well answered so long as candidates knew the two main crimes. Sometimes 

the explanation of a motive was very vague, but any reasonable interpretation was given credit. 

 

Question 3 (e)  

This question was well answered. 

 

Question 4 (a)  

This translation was mostly well done. Some candidates confused properata with ‘prepared’ or some 

other such word, missing the sense of hastening the accusation. The word alias challenged a few 

candidates who took it as ‘other’. 

 

Question 4 (b)*  

This was another rich passage from Tacitus which allowed candidates ample scope to explore the drama 

of the scene as Sabinus is rapidly condemned and dragged off screaming. The juxtaposition of the 

solemn occasion and the tyrannical treatment of Sabinus was particularly well explored. 
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Question 4 (c)  

This was a well-answered question. 

 

Question 4 (d)  

Most candidates had no difficulty here. 

 

Question 4 (e)  

Most candidates answered this well. Sometimes satiatus was not properly explained – saying that 

Tiberius was ‘satisfied’ on its own does not really convey the idea that he was glutted and fed up with his 

existing criminal agents. 

Misconception 

 

Centres should encourage candidates to show comprehension and understanding in low-tariff 

questions. Literal translations are not needed and are sometimes misleading. Candidates 

should answer the question and unpack the nuance of a word to answer the question rather 

than simply giving a translation. 

 

Question 5 (a)  

This question was generally well done. 
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Question 5 (b)  

Most candidates got this correct, with a very small number thinking Suessa and Pometia were two 

different places. 

 

Question 5 (c)  

Mostly well done. Many candidates omitted ubi or did not show that it indicated a place (e.g. ‘there’ as 

most correct translations rendered this). Capturing the gerundive in dividenda caused a few problems 

with several translating this as ‘having been divided’. 

 

Question 5 (d)  

It was good to see most candidates able to discern what was critical of Tarquin in this portion of the Livy 

text.  

 

Question 5 (e)*  

There was plenty to discuss in this passage and those who opted for the Livy produced a standard of 

analysis equal to those opting for Cicero or Tacitus. Candidates were able to identify a range of emotions 

from outrage to sorrow and indignation, all of which were explained with well-selected evidence. 
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Section C overview 

The standard of essays this year was very pleasing, with strong structured responses being a key 

highlight as candidates were able to group their arguments into clear logical units backed up with sound 

knowledge of the texts. 

Question 6* 

Responses tended to group around the key approaches of ethos, logos, and pathos. The most 

successful responses had a good balance of showing how Cicero exploited the jurors’ shared worldview 

to besmirch the characters of Sassia and Oppianicus, thus throwing wool over their eyes and making 

Cluentius look innocent in contrast. There was also an acknowledgement of some attempts at logical 

argument by Cicero (e.g. the discussions over which form of poison to use, as well as the ridiculous 

nature of asking Marcus Asellius to assist with the poisoning). Less successful responses tended to 

focus too much on producing as many infamous facts about Sassia and Oppianicus as possible. 

Exemplar 3 

This is a very good response from one of the Cicero essays. The candidate analyses why Cicero made a 

successful defence of Cluentius – by using Sassia as the evil opposite to the ‘angelic’ Cluentius. The 

argument is backed up by detailed evidence: Cluentius is a good man who defended the Martiales in 

their dispute, whereas Sassia is a villain who seduced her son-in-law. It is the combination of detailed 

evidence from the texts and clear arguments which is the hallmark of an excellent essay. 
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Question 7* 

This was a very well-answered question which provoked a wide range of views from candidates which 

was a pleasure to read. Most candidates went for a middle line, while a large amount of others tended to 

emphasis the dramatic elements in Tacitus. There were excellent discussions of how Tacitus uses 

dramatic licence in creating scenes, as well as interesting discussions on the role of rumour, bias, and 

authorial opinions. Tacitus’ credentials as an historian were also defended well, e.g. in his reference to 

his source materials. 

 

Question 8* 

This essay enabled candidates to present a wide range of balanced essays. All candidates were able to 

exemplify the role of fraud and deceit, e.g. in the capture of Gabii or in Sextus’ fraudulent masquerade as 

a guest in Lucretia’s home. More successful responses were then able to detect other factors which 

could be called foundations of Rome’s development, e.g. the courage of Brutus and Collatinus, the 

honour of Lucretia, or simply the military might and building activities of the Roman state. 
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