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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y321/01 series overview

Y321 is one of twenty-one units for Paper 3 of the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests
an extended period of History of at least one hundred years through an interpretation question on a
named in-depth topic and through two essays.

The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates are required to use contextual knowledge
to test the views of two historians about one of the three named in-depth topics or an aspect of one. The
question does not require them to comment on the style of writing or the provenance of the
interpretation.

In Section B candidates are required to answer two essay questions from a choice of three.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally:

generally:

¢ showed a limited understanding of one or both

¢ showed a clear understanding of the views of

the two interpretations in relation to the
question

were able to use contextual knowledge to test
the interpretations, linking that knowledge
directly to the interpretation through evaluative
words

were able to consider both the strengths and
limitations of both Interpretations using
contextual knowledge

in answering the essay questions, covered the
whole period in a balanced way

adopted a thematic approach

made links and comparisons between aspects
of the topic

explained the links and comparisons
supported their arguments with precise and
relevant examples

reached a supported judgement about the
issue in the question.

demonstrated an understanding and familiarity
with the different command verbs, e.g. identify,
describe, explain, and discuss.

of the interpretations

did not go beyond a basic explanation of part
of the interpretation

did not link any contextual knowledge directly
to the interpretation and therefore did not
evaluate the interpretation

in answering the essay adopted a
chronological rather than thematic approach
did not make links or comparisons even if
events from different parts of the period were
discussed in the same paragraph

did not cover the whole period

did not focus on the precise wording of the
question

made unsupported comments about issues
which were no more than assertions.
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Section A overview

There is one compulsory question in this section. This question requires candidates to explain the view
of each interpretation in relation to the question and then evaluate the interpretation by the application of
contextual knowledge. Responses should show an understanding of the wider debate connected to the
issue.

Section A in Paper Y321 is focused on the achievements of Nasser’s social and economic policies.

Question 1

1 Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages.

Explain which you think is more convincing as an explanation of the achievements of Nasser’s
social and economic policies. [30]

The interpretation question was, on the whole, answered well. The majority of candidates were able to
access the higher levels by clearly linking their own knowledge to the views and opinions mentioned. At
the top end, candidates used precise and accurate own knowledge to assess three viewpoints presented
per interpretation. They explained that Interpretation A argues that Nasser’s social and economic policies
were successful whereas B argue that he experienced some failures.

The most successful answers dealt with each interpretation in turn before coming to a measured
conclusion. Answers which attempted a thematic approach were often confused and lacked evaluation,
leading to an essay-like approach. Some candidates are still listing the relative points that each
interpretation makes before testing with own knowledge. This often led to candidates not completing
answers.

Centres should be aware that credit is given in assessing the relative convincingness of the views that
are present in each interpretation. Answers which proceeded to list impacts that were not present in
each interpretation did not score highly, as they were not explicitly evaluating the view of each historian.
This was often highlighted or prefixed by the phrase ‘fails to mention’. Candidates should not be
evaluating what is not there, but instead focusing on the actual views presented and testing them against
historical knowledge.

Centres should also be aware that there is no requirement to mention other historians, nor indeed to
evaluate their provenance.
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Exemplar 1
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This candidate response was marked in Level 6 and contains excellent knowledge and evaluation. It has
sustained judgements at the end of each paragraph and an excellent conclusion.
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Section B overview

Candidates are required to answer two questions from a choice of three. To do well on Section B
candidates need to make connections and links across the whole period of their study. They should
explain similarities and differences between the events they are discussing to show an awareness of
continuity and change across the whole period, unless instructed otherwise. The comparisons may be
made across the period within the topic or between regions, depending on the topic. It is also important
that the comparisons are explained - what is similar or different between the periods or regions.

The strongest answers will test a hypothesis and reach a supported judgement.

Question 2*

2* To what extent did the aims of the Great Powers in the Middle East change in the period from
1908 to 20117 [25]

This was a popular question which elicited a wide range of responses. Candidates were able to focus on
thematic paragraphs that were related to the aims of the great powers. Some also dealt with the question
by Great Power, comparing across time period. At the top end, candidates assessed three or four
relevant examples/time periods/great powers within each paragraph, evaluating the extent to which there
was change. They came to interim judgements as to why there was change before coming to a
developed conclusion which contained a clear answer to the question.

At the lower end of the mark range candidates approached their answer either:
A - chronologically

or

B — were unable to compare examples within thematic paragraphs.

The latter was common, when candidates realised they had to write thematically, but then listed
examples without comparing why or how there was change.

Assessment for learning

Successful responses grouped two examples that showed change across time, and two
examples that did not. This was often using the word ‘similarly’ to signpost and then
explaining the level that they changed the theme of the paragraph and why. They came to an
interim judgement assessing why the changes were similar. Weaker answers did not develop
the response and simply used the word ‘similarly’ without describing why they were similar.
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This candidate response was marked at the top of Level 5. There is clear comparison and evaluation of
the aims of the Great Powers. There are also good end of paragraph judgements and a conclusion, but
these could be more developed. The interim judgements at the end of each paragraph should address
the theme of the paragraph and state, for example, the extent of change in oil as an aim and why this
has happened. The conclusion would benefit from mentioning the wider context surrounding the answer
and being specific. This conclusion is quite generic, for example where it says ‘although in different
ways’, the candidate could mention those ways and state why. The response also requires greater
consistency in the explanation as to why the examples given show change.

Question 3*
3* To what extent did the reasons to find a solution to the Palestinian issue change in the period
from 1908 to 20117 [25]

This was a popular question which elicited a wide range of responses. Candidates were able to focus on
thematic paragraphs that were related to the reasons behind a solution. At the top end, candidates
assessed three or four relevant examples/time periods within each paragraph, evaluating the extent to
which there was change. If the candidate answered by theme it was generally using land, western focus,
Pan-Arabism or resources. They came to interim judgements as to why there was change before coming
to a developed conclusion which contained a clear answer to the question.

At the lower end of the mark range candidates approached their answer either:
A - chronologically

or

B — were unable to compare examples within thematic paragraphs.

The latter was common, when candidates realised they had to write thematically, but then listed
examples without comparing why or how there was change.

18 © OCR 2024



A Level History A - Y321/01 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report

Exemplar 3

2. TR ROSOOY 50 Mok o S0luton 4o tu e

' Pod el Oua 183 Ue_oMaugeol over tiace
1 o wediuues ertewt . AiLouwdn eyee
L ThRep wCEe sy Ore Prolalerud Flat
Ary e from Hhe Poaleticualyan Y G, Kok
as pOUtical  \Wawuu , cud ivsues il
WeeA O i {nvolue wa ek ,  flep fusndoruental
?@L@Wm“&n WU 6L lGM&'WMOan\@D\ HAD
QMR s 1w kak rueried  weyl
Of ssbae oA flachk |

(Qud el 4+ f uNderiytay G e (o
ald Ao - iRvcedl Cou Hact Arowe 1908 -
ZOU - TS HeQg o ¥t due HAret Ak -
Yol war & 94S off{etolly | oliwou gt
Auece  weee  aletady drvues witt Toup¥h
g gradion  befom ak, foromy o

19 © OCR 2024



A Level History A - Y321/01 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report

WO o bowe fo pukt pa place R Wut
gﬁﬁtpw& l‘A‘?wxwﬁ%’&%nﬂ« fmwz?’ww"nu 40
Palexttae . mus  eonfliok 18 (il ongoiruy,
buX AQUIAQG (A GOZA (N 2008 u0P Selchf The |
G20 10XOV ‘u e penod . DOYPILe HLL

' M%MMMM&&L_M_[QQ&_._
Avoh - AN w0 aud due Gawa A

0 @GQ, were eooided oy A UeN Uo\-\—b\
ASTR O R A’ IS poltiow  of ‘P&;L%&M@u ’LQM.G‘.

RV
ej“jj{,up _H(fﬁ‘ A—T&)o- ‘%Tw;\ WG

RRAEA i+t \SCOEAC (uchRag) Uq el
taud oy 217 gund tue 2008 caza
W°a% per e lteth v AU I5YQ RIS
ML A (7 coatvol of QLaza . TWE CowtiOuh
stue over loud Lof bmeee 4L ceQbiem
MH'VMW%' ?&uwo{/«“ws( o R0 luto e O
He Polewtiuiowr 1RZ 00 %@&_ﬁm&w
4;%\&%%@@& { Qass p boanvie! Acwmedy oud
1agY4 touvo aogm%w a;Hemfs“(-toa%f +0
oA e gt put o ¥Hop O gottiewirendt
bw\d U g, HoweNer, tue Heyrole over
louwod S ok phevewts FuShe SLRakly
20 LDl frowt Wockluy R dhcey kot &
+u £ Pajestin ams  awdl AL e (Svaeia®
ol foN € e raud Ao Puuxw e e euad
Ry UG © o0 e v X SRS L _
Twwa S0 S Lo ¥ ooud 1o H”AOLOL
goluh on +0 i@ Palkerivuaiare ASSLY

20 © OCR 2024



A Level History A - Y321/01 - Summer 2024

Examiners’ report

-

hWoven 'y eoamqod over Aduws, wpfieddiadgl

edagopar €Oy 0 CCOUIRE o€ cpultouct conflapt

over losmd .

PO IOARAT AL . RECAIDUN YO Aol S
20U AT o 40 Hae Polévitmaoct (53U LaVe

el dhaumged betanse of Hue e

{00 O ug— poPulanty of pOn - Avalaysus aud

LA R ®tae AW Ao Polltcoad (#louma -

@QQD{@&M VR < =] Feése @F \%’\’1‘;*@;\ T\M&‘

LSV, n‘\hm‘k o q

ALYD 4t &6-Ad0sy Wwar of lQ(?ﬁ, whro was

o ATék \/ngua:h e U0y O

21 © OCR 2024



A Level History A - Y321/01 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report

A AN iy, Ak A0S M QuiQg el tO
AL oyer o \okx ©f Aoad. wa %ﬂ A
Wt Rant  caza, e tue Wwad,

GO\ Cusa ucpv,;cgwr&- Tuas _ Wage defoeat ueo& 10
o demose N o= ATINTUA lsut- an
inoeage (o O A (s 0N - TUsS  mos
SN anuq\x KR Ry e €m0 Of- POUPS Wik ?
fue. Moo Reovued bood i EEURE (N 4l
01y oxd rue decrsoned Wwfueneo of
QO -~Avah Roodluaxds in \(Aq and Q\mm Q%
Speel £0C peOELe ook QUOE — s addon

woanhing o e (o) 10 \aQ 1NNQW¢0MI‘@Q
A0 fAALHOaN wodiess ol QOLRIEY - TwS
W0S 80en _In_sae 1A WaniGd sMysuuiion
wed by AYOION QI B OMARLAAT, oM
BRI  w YL \Mﬁ)wva Moﬂ extah e o
o \Oue. RLHOURLC - Rlea S0y |, OxHR MRt
O(QONINGIONS § OGN Ayt ACODR 0D

W Wyolition ot PAMAT . fiex o,
and A\ -809da M. 0O WNH MO gedel
QYOIRSYT  Wndal Qg omiked.  ATOY «d0Xe, and
00 fHuaded N e 0ROV - Tk (e
SRS M AL 0ie) ondh X IRy
pFeEsiteddae WRO0LMIR O Moy wuphdVA X0
for & fudklng o ¢ %ow_;\'te,m #O Ha®
P oAOAAdu ABTUL,  ond 60 Bz pa0TOXORY |

22 © OCR 2024



A Level History A - Y321/01 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report

fuiped fAom o Focus ON A0MA AD a £ On
2 VOLence Of ek WY gamum O Hap
ddle Fogt pad e rAAHDAL y -

FAGMg , tu® RAY0uS +0 flud & 20Ut gu_
10 tue Podeshiwiounm. (stue changed heaaue
0 athtuded fo WOrtevn  Muoly oMo u k-

PR o edietvol pyeu fLough ot vy @
bQO(\mme of Hu e Q@V\ od _mdor AL ¢ wwaudadte]
m-pw, HAC POHR  etntt URYLY popula v vn
e uuddie £ %, Husd e;mommw turneod
o hated 1 U8 aker thd U\ mmﬁm\ P\Qn -
TS ooty ound’= VIR M QPUATA Lt
Yl puddie Boed wig G 100 awn
MOk e J—nrﬂmd/wtq& o XOtsou herarise
oy % Omwu  oecamae  mavoler io qet
ACHD COUNHTRS 4O cOOpeYQYe emw&u%n;
as Be UNA comgruugeal M,u/mﬂpmﬂ—
gacd oud O Aol . TMR A s

ANt~ ot Crm S AR ut WAQ exm\b&&ed
WAORH A Harouin O WO of A QXN AU RAAS
N & MNOUQAY AU, Begeiek NORYOT
uorouakiced e Suer  camal, MOSAOE
naXidpuodided O (rQn £1252) arold
e BoaHusts wahouadieed 0 '

wad £1a72) - O ol Qs pred as o
haorgosuaug fool  fu HaP Q78 e pvQo

ton e andst of fiee NG haB et st

fn ordev 1o etop UWSA'Y eueport of el .

23 © OCR 2024



A Level History A - Y321/01 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report

WO Tl ofpoNhon 4o Weytern iy gy ouewd
ot cbilflee axbdee Gon because o
reason for Aadiag . solutton,
egpeoally 972 mteece ¥ f/\'@%OﬁA—L"l&@
OKLPQOFM worla ECOU\_DNJJ’I

@"Era,u peagoauy Jor fuivady ,13&,_%9_4-&51'

0 ‘F‘(M PM‘QWOU&M N OULQM,Q, © A
prec Hone do & aneelivnm _extowst oo
O o ne% LR ANCAY 4 ocn otac az‘/()?' -/ e
Q&A/h'ﬂu,wi ot lood 1XgTLeQ gejudca,tgwj
recrodaod] o SgUe

This candidate response was marked in Level 6. There is clear comparison and evaluation of why the
solutions changed to the Palestinian issue. This is exemplified, for example, in the final paragraph where
the nationalisation of oil is compared across Iran and Iraqg. The conclusion could be developed further.

Question 4*

4* ‘Christian communities were the most important cause of religious tensions in the Middle East in
the period from 1908 to 2011.’

How far do you agree? [25]

This was the least popular question on the paper. Most candidates who approached it dealt with
Christian communities first, before exploring other religious groups. There were few answers at the top
end. These responses compared religious tension across time and the role each community played in it,
utilising the groups as the themed paragraphs.

The vast majority of answers listed the groups and did not compare either between group or time period,
meaning that they could not access the top levels.
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