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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y319/01 series overview

Y319 is one of twenty-one units for Paper 3 of the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests
an extended period of History of at least one hundred years through an interpretation question on a
named in-depth topic and through two essays.

The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates are required to use contextual knowledge
to test the views of two historians about one of the three named in-depth topics or an aspect of one. The
guestion does not require them to comment on the style of writing or the provenance of the
interpretation.

In Section B candidates are required to answer two essay questions from a choice of three.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper
generally: generally:
e showed a clear understanding of the ¢ showed a limited understanding of one or
views of the two interpretations in relation both of the interpretations

to the question e did not go beyond a basic explanation of

e were able to use contextual knowledge to part of the interpretations
test the interpretations, linking that
knowledge directly to the interpretations
using evaluative words

¢ did not link any contextual knowledge
directly to the interpretation and therefore
did not evaluate the interpretation

e were able to consider both the strengths
and weaknesses of the interpretations
using evaluative words

e adopted a chronological rather than a
thematic approach in the essay questions

e did not make links or comparisons even if
events from different parts of the period
were discussed in the same paragraph

e covered the whole period in a balanced
way in the essay questions

* adopted a thematic approach ¢ did not cover the whole period

¢ made links and comparisons between

aspects of the topic ¢ did not focus on the precise wording of the

question
e supported their arguments with precise

e made unsupported comments about
and relevant examples PP

issues which were no more than
e reached a supported judgement about the assertions.
issue in the question.
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Section A overview

There is one compulsory question in this section. This question requires candidates to explain the view
of each interpretation in relation to the question and then evaluate the interpretation by the application of
contextual knowledge. Responses should show an understanding of the wider debate connected to the
issue.

Section A in Paper Y319 is focused on the impact of Malcolm X.

Question 1

1 Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages.

Explain which you think is more convincing as an explanation of the impact of Malcolm X. [30]

There were many successful responses to this question, with most candidates able to take a holistic
view of the passages and recognize the key points in their arguments. Candidates recognized that
Passage A suggests that Malcolm X brought attention to the plight of Northern African Americans and
had an impact on Black Power after his death while also bringing tension and division to the Civil Rights
Movement in the 1960s. Passage B focuses more on the negative views of Malcolm X at the time but
also acknowledges that he became a black icon who laid the foundations for the future Civil Rights
Movement. There is no requirement to mention the views of any other historians in relation to this issue.

More successful responses provided key examples to both support and challenge the arguments in the
passages and often referred to the differences between the goals of separatism and integration and
Malcom X’s influence on the Black Panthers. Some also noted that at the end of his life Malcolm X
softened his views after travelling outside America. The key differentiator is that the more successful
answers clearly saw candidates using their own knowledge to evaluate the views in the passages and
using evaluative language such as ‘supported by’ or ‘challenged by’. Less successful answers were
often confused about Malcolm X'’s biography and had him as the founder of the Nation of Islam and/or
the Black Panthers. They also just explained the views in the passages and often used phrases such as
‘fails to mention’, i.e. evaluating by omission rather than engaging with the arguments that the historians
were making. There were still a few answers that commented on author and publication date but this is
now rare.

Exemplar 1 below is the conclusion from a Level 5 response and shows an effective overall judgement
on which of the two passages has the more convincing argument and why.
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Exemplar 1
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@ Candidates will benefit from taking an overview of the argument in each of the passages in
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Section B overview

Candidates are required to answer two questions from a choice of three. To do well on Section B
candidates need to make connections and links across the whole period of their study. They should
explain similarities and differences between the events they are discussing to show an awareness of
continuity and change across the whole period, unless instructed otherwise. The comparisons may be
made across the period within the topic or between regions, depending on the topic. It is also important
that the comparisons are explained — what is similar or different between the periods or regions.

The most successful responses will test a hypothesis and reach a supported judgement.

Question 2*

2* ‘Civil rights groups were the most important factor in the achievement of African American civil
rights in the period from 1865 to 1992’

How far do you agree?
[25]

This was the most popular essay question and many candidates were familiar with civil rights groups
from across the period and were able to compare them to the role of other factors including the Federal
government, individual leaders and the role of wars and the media.

More successful responses saw candidates adopt themes such as political, social and economic
progress across the period and then make direct comparisons between civil rights groups and other
factors within the themes to achieve synthesis. Some went for a factor-by-factor approach and while this
could lead to synthesis it could also result in a well explained list which did not get above Level 4 as
there was no synthesis.

Less successful responses often showed little coverage of the early period and were over-focused on
the 1950s and 60s which made any reference to change over the period very limited. There was also a
tendency even among the more successful answers to stop in 1968 with the death of Martin Luther King.

Exemplar 2 is an example of a Level 5 answer with a good focus and a line of argument with some
synthesis but not developed enough for Level 6.
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Exemplar 2
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Question 3*

3* ‘Federal government did more to oppose than support Trade Union and Labour rights in the
period from 1865 to 1992

How far do you agree?
[25]

This was a popular question with some very impressive knowledge shown of the Federal government’s
actions both helping and hindering Trade Union and Labour rights over the whole period. More
successful responses saw candidates adopt themes such as the right of Trade Unions to exist, their right
to strike and Labour rights, and assessed the role of the Federal government within each theme to get
synthesis. Other successful answers looked at the role of Presidents, Congress and the Supreme Court
and then came to an overall verdict on whether the government did more to oppose or support Trade
Union and Labour rights. Some answers also brought in women and minority Labour rights effectively.

Less successful responses often had limited coverage of the period with nothing before the 1930s or an
over-focus on the 1890s and 1980s because of the presidential action against strikes in these decades.
There was also a marked tendency to bring in the role of employers and/or Trade Union divisions as a
reason for Trade Union weakness in the period which was not relevant to the question.
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Question 4*

4* ‘The Plains Wars (1854—-1877) were the most important event limiting the civil rights of Native
American Indians in the period from 1865 to 1992

How far do you agree?
[25]

This was the least popular essay question although there were some excellent answers which clearly
showed how much candidates had engaged with the topic and their awareness of change and, more
likely, continuity over the whole period. More successful responses saw candidates adopt themes such
as land, cultural, economic and political rights and noted the difference between the Federal
government’s desire for the Native American Indians to assimilate and their own desire for self-
determination.

Less successful answers either adopted a chronological approach, which sometimes meant that they did
not get further than the beginning of the twentieth century, or largely ignored The Plains Wars and went
straight to the Dawes Act as a more important limiting event. While The Plains Wars did not need to be
covered until the beginning of the period in 1865, they could not be ignored completely.
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Exemplar 3 is a Level 4 response which is focused on the question, adopted a thematic approach and
shows good knowledge of the early period. However, it did not reach the higher levels as it lacks range
across the period and it has a very brief judgement at the end.
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Make sure you visit our secure website Teach Cambridge to find the full
range of resources and support for the subjects you teach. This includes
secure materials such as set assignments and exemplars, online and
on-demand training.

Don’t have access? If your school or college teaches any OCR
qualifications, please contact your exams officer. You can forward them
this link to help get you started.

If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to
consider one of our post-results services. For full information about the
options available visit the OCR website.

We've made it easier for Exams Officers to download copies of your
candidates' completed papers or 'scripts'. Your centre can use these
scripts to decide whether to request a review of marking and to support
teaching and learning.

Our free, on-demand service, Access to Scripts is available via our
single sign-on service, My Cambridge. Step-by-step instructions are on
our website.

We send a monthly bulletin to tell you about important updates. You can
also sign up for your subject specific updates. If you haven’t already,

sign up here.

Attend one of our popular professional development courses to hear
directly from a senior assessor or drop in to a Q&A session. Most of our
courses are delivered live via an online platform, so you can attend from
any location.

Please find details for all our courses for your subject on Teach
Cambridge. You'll also find links to our online courses on NEA marking
and support.

ExamBuilder is a free test-building platform, providing unlimited users
exclusively for staff at OCR centres with an Interchange account.

Choose from a large bank of questions to build personalised tests and
custom mark schemes, with the option to add custom cover pages to
simulate real examinations. You can also edit and download complete
past papers.

Find out more.

Review students’ exam performance with our free online results analysis
tool. It is available for all GCSEs, AS and A Levels and Cambridge
Nationals (examined units only).

Find out more.

You will need an Interchange account to access our digital products. If you do not have an
Interchange account please contact your centre administrator (usually the Exams Officer) to request
a username, or nominate an existing Interchange user in your department.
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Online courses

Enhance your skills and confidence in internal assessment

What are our online courses?

Our online courses are self-paced eLearning
courses designed to help you deliver, mark

and administer internal assessment for our
qualifications. They are suitable for both new and
experienced teachers who want to refresh their
knowledge and practice.

Why should you use our online
courses?

With these online courses you will:

* learn about the key principles and processes
of internal assessment and standardisation

* gain a deeper understanding of the marking
criteria and how to apply them consistently
and accurately

+ see examples of student work with commentary
and feedback from OCR moderators

* have the opportunity to practise marking and
compare your judgements with those of OCR
moderators

» receive instant feedback and guidance on
your marking and standardisation skills

* be able to track your progress and
achievements through the courses.

How can you access our online
courses?

Access courses from Teach Cambridge. Teach
Cambridge is our secure teacher website, where
you'll find all teacher support for your subject.

If you already have a Teach Cambridge account,
you'll find available courses for your subject under
Assessment - NEA/Coursework - Online courses.
Click on the blue arrow to start the course.

If you don’t have a Teach Cambridge account
yet, ask your exams officer to set you up — just
send them this link and ask them to add you as a
Teacher.

Access the courses anytime, anywhere and at
your own pace. You can also revisit the courses as
many times as you need.

Which courses are available?

There are two types of online course: an
introductory module and subject-specific
courses.

The introductory module, Building your Confidence
in Internal Assessment, is designed for all teachers
who are involved in internal assessment for our
qualifications. It covers the following topics:

» the purpose and benefits of internal assessment

» the roles and responsibilities of teachers,
assessors, internal verifiers and moderators

+ the principles and methods of standardisation

+ the best practices for collecting, storing and
submitting evidence

* the common issues and challenges in internal
assessment and how to avoid them.

The subject-specific courses are tailored for each
qualification that has non-exam assessment (NEA)
units, except for AS Level and Entry Level. They
cover the following topics:

+ the structure and content of the NEA units

+ the assessment objectives and marking criteria
for the NEA units

+ examples of student work with commentary and
feedback for the NEA units

* interactive marking practice and feedback
for the NEA units.

We are also developing courses for some of the
examined units, which will be available soon.

How can you get support and
feedback?
If you have any queries, please contact our

Customer Support Centre on 01223 553998 or
email support@ocr.org.uk.

We welcome your feedback and suggestions on
how to improve the online courses and make them
more useful and relevant for you. You can share
your views by completing the evaluation form at
the end of each course.
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