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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Paper Y306 series overview 

Y306 is one of twenty one units for Paper 3 of the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests 

an extended period of History of at least one hundred years through an interpretation question on a 

named in-depth topic and through two essays.  

The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates are required to use contextual knowledge 

to test the views of two historians about one of the three named in-depth topics or an aspect of one. The 

question does not require them to comment on the style of writing or the provenance of the 

interpretation.  

In Section B candidates are required to answer two essay questions from a choice of three. 

 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• showed a clear understanding of the views of 

the two interpretations in relation to the 

question 

• were able to use contextual knowledge to test 

the interpretations, linking that knowledge 

directly to the interpretation through evaluative 

words 

• were able to consider both the strengths and 

limitations of both Interpretations using 

contextual knowledge 

• covered the whole period in a balanced way 

• adopted a thematic approach 

• made links and comparisons between aspects 

of the topic 

• explained the links and comparisons 

• supported their arguments with precise and 

relevant examples 

• reached a supported judgement about the 

issue in the question. 

• showed a limited understanding of one or both 

of the interpretations 

• did not go beyond a basic explanation of part 

of the interpretation 

• did not link any contextual knowledge directly 

to the interpretation and therefore did not 

evaluate the interpretation 

• adopted a chronological rather than thematic 

approach 

• did not make links or comparisons even if 

events from different parts of the period were 

discussed in the same paragraph 

• did not cover the whole period 

• did not focus on the precise wording of the 

question 

• made unsupported comments about issues 

which were no more than assertions. 
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Section A overview 

There is one compulsory question in this section. This question requires candidates to explain the view 

of each interpretation in relation to the question and then evaluate the interpretation by the application of 

contextual knowledge. Responses should show an understanding of the wider debate connected to the 

issue. 

 

Question 1 

The two interpretations offered very different views as to the nature of the Pilgrimage of Grace. While 

some drift to causes was credited this could not be the focus of responses that scored highly. It is 

important that responses take an overview of the interpretation and consider what view it is offering 

about the issue in the question, rather than cherry pick a phrase and then evaluate that. 

Interpretation A argued that the rising was popular and spontaneous and it was the elements of the 

interpretation that focused on that which should have been the focus of the evaluation. Interpretation B 

argued that the rising was planned and that the Aragonese faction played a significant role in this.  

A significant number of responses across all units, not just Y306, often focus on explaining what the 

interpretation is saying and do not evaluate the view, evaluate means giving a value to the interpretation, 

in simple terms, is the view valid? Here, those who did evaluate Interpretation A often picked up on the 

scale of the rising and then the initial leadership in Lincolnshire. Many were also able to point to the 

gentry securing the leadership of the movement and also discussed the organisation of the pilgrimage 

into ‘hosts’. Some responses used issues such as the availability of badges to challenge the view it was 

spontaneous, while others commented on the name of the pilgrimage to show it was a popular 

movement.  

In evaluating Interpretation B, many candidates were able to use their knowledge of the Aragonese 

faction and how this was reflected in the demands to show it was planned. Others also showed that 

some of the demands reflected gentry rather than commoners’ needs, to argue that it was planned.  

Responses also considered the ease with which Pontefract castle fell, to argue it was organised. 

Exemplar 1 shows the level of evaluation and knowledge being used in order to reach the top of Level 6.  
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Exemplar 1 
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Assessment for learning 

 

‘Evaluate’ means give a value to the interpretation. In simple terms, is the view valid? 

 



A Level History A - Y306/01 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report 

 

 11 © OCR 2024 

Section B overview 

Candidates are required to answer two questions from a choice of three. To do well on Section B 

candidates need to make connections and links across the whole period of their study. They should 

explain similarities and differences between the events they are discussing to show an awareness of 

continuity and change across the whole period, unless instructed otherwise. The comparisons may be 

made across the period within the topic or between regions, depending on the Topic. It is also important 

that the comparisons are explained - what is similar or different between the periods or regions.  

The strongest responses will test a hypothesis and reach a supported judgement. 

 

Question 2*  

The question required a direct comparison of a range of issues about English and Irish rebellions. This 

often included a discussion of the length of the rebellions, the size of the rebel force, the motives and 

even causes. There was plenty that could be discussed, but what was crucial was a comparison 

between English and Irish rebellions, not within English rebellions.  

Exemplar 2 provides a very good example of a response placed at the top of Level 6 because there is 

strong synthesis in most of the essay, comparisons are made and explained. Candidates compared the 

size of the rebellions in the first half of this period. It was argued that the English rebellions were larger in 

nature than the Irish rebellions. However, there was some change in the second half of the period in 

England. Appropriate examples were used to support this argument.  

Motives of the rebels was a useful point of comparison with many arguing for similarity in terms of protest 

against growing centralisation, seen in the Pilgrimage of Grace and Northern Earls. This was compared 

most notably with Tyrone’s rebellion and the rejection of rule from London. Some also linked this to the 

idea of faction and argued that it is possible to see faction as a motivating force behind all Irish 

rebellions, but not English, while taxation and other economic grievances played a significant role in 

England, they were absent in Ireland.  

Location was also discussed and this was linked to duration, with many commenting that those nearer to 

London were shorter-lived than those further away, regardless of whether they were in Ireland or not.  
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Exemplar 2 
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Misconception 

 

Synthesis does not mean stating something is similar - there needs to be direct comparison 

and explanation as to whether something is similar or different, or whether there is change or 

continuity.  

 

Question 3*  

Although a popular question, some candidates did not read beyond the first part of the question and 

therefore answered whether all rebellions failed, not whether they had an impact on government and 

society. There were some responses that simply went through each rebellion and explained its impact, 

which made synthesis very difficult.  

However, responses where a thematic approach was taken did provide valid comparisons. There was a 

range of themes discussed, such as the impact on ministers, foreign policy with taxation rebellions, the 

numbers who were killed by government forces, economic and religious legislation and the changing of 

the ruler. Discussion over legislation provided a particularly fruitful area of comparison. Not only did 

responses argue that rebellions often led to economic legislation, as seen after both 1549 and 1596 

which met some of the grievances, but they compared this to religious rebellions where rebels failed to 

achieve their aims and actually saw the process of change accelerated with the closure of the larger 

monasteries after the Pilgrimage of Grace and the Prayer Book (Western) Rebellion.  

Taxation rebellions also provided an area where good comparisons were made as the Yorkshire, 

Cornish and Amicable Grant were all seen as having an impact on both government and society. The 

impact of rebellions on ministers and the monarchy also provided some useful discussion – did ministers 

fall as a result of rebellion, as in the case of Wolsey and Cromwell, but survive with Cecil in the 1590s? 

Similarly, dynastic rebellions did lead to some change, including the establishment of the Tudor dynasty, 

the restoration of Mary and her short-term defeat, which was contrasted with the limited impact of the 

Northern Earls.  
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Question 4*  

This was a popular question in which the strongest responses compared the Church with other 

institutions or bodies in the maintenance of stability. There were a number of responses which did not go 

beyond discussing the Church and this provided only a partial response, while many drifted into a 

discussion of religion as a cause of stability/instability. However, even those who wrote about the Church 

and other institutions often found it difficult to make comparisons across the period (demonstrate 

synthesis).  

In discussing the Church candidates could have considered how the role might have changed, with it 

playing an important element in the period to 1558 with the involvement of bishops in government, the 

preaching of homilies on obedience and the use of the pulpit, while under Elizabeth, some argued it was 

less important. However, some argued that it maintained its importance, upholding the Religious 

Settlement, designed to create stability and that the Church was under the Crown’s jurisdictional control, 

so played a key role.  

In discussing other themes, candidates often focused on the monarchy and nobility. The latter provided a 

useful point of comparison as some nobles played a key role in maintaining stability while others 

undermined it. There was also some discussion of the changing nature of institutions which helped to 

uphold stability, from the increasing importance of JP’s to the emergence of the middling sort as 

overseers of the poor or as churchwardens. Synthesis could also have been demonstrated by comparing 

the relative importance of these bodies across the period.  

Misconception 

 

The Church and religion are not the same thing. The Church is an institution and it is this 

institution that candidates need to discuss in Question 4 
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