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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y222/01 series overview

Y222 is one of 24 units in Paper 2 for the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an
extended period of History of about 100 years through a short answer essay question and a traditional
essay question. The paper contains two questions, each having two parts, a short answer essay and a
traditional essay. Candidates have to answer both parts of one question.

To do well on the short answer essay question, candidates need to consider the significance or
importance of both issues, factors, individuals or events mentioned in relation to the question. Having
analysed or explained both they must reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important or
significant.

To do well on the traditional essay, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed
supporting knowledge. To reach the higher levels candidates need to assess the issues they discuss
and reach a supported judgement, at least in the conclusion.

On this paper Question 2 was the overwhelmingly more popular choice of question this year.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally:

generally:

e gave equal consideration to the two issues in
the short answer essay

e reached a developed and supported
judgement as to which issue was more
significant or important

¢ linked their knowledge of the issues to the
focus of the question

e discussed at least two issues in depth when
answering the essay question

e comparatively evaluated their chosen factors
in the essays

e provided accurate and relevant supporting
detail to the question set, not just the topic

¢ reach a supported judgement about the issue
in the question

¢ made a series of interim judgements about the
issues discussed in relation to the question.

considered only one of the issues or discussed
one in a superficial way

produced a judgement that was not supported
and was therefore assertion; or a judgement
that did not follow logically from the response

were unable to use their knowledge to address
the issue in the question

showed a poor understanding of the major
issues relevant to the essay

were unable to support their answer with
relevant or accurate material

did not focus on the precise wording of the
guestion

made unsupported comments about issues
which were no more than assertions.
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Question 1 (a)

1

(@) Which of the following was of greater importance as a reason for the weakness of the
Non-Aligned Movement during the period from 1955 to 19777

(i) The influence of the USA and the USSR

(ii) Divisions between Non-Aligned Movement members

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

Many responses wrote quite generally about the influence of the USA and USSR, discussing the
significance of their economic influence as well as their military support. Few specific examples of this
were noted, although the best responses noted the involvement of the USSR in Korea and the USA in
Vietnam as evidence of this.

Divisions between members of the Non-Aligned Movement were similarly lacking in specific examples.
The very best responses noted divisions between capitalist and communist members, although without
stating examples. Other divisions were less well known with a few responses mentioning the divisions
between India and Pakistan for instance. The general nature of the responses meant that many were
confined to Level 4 and below.

Question 1 (b)*

(b)* To what extent was Vietnam responsible for the instability in Cambodia during the period from
1978 to 19937 [20]

The best responses were able to examine the responsibility of various protagonists including Vietnam,
the USA, the USSR and Pol Pot and the Khmer Rouge. Most responses noted the invasion of Cambodia
by Vietnam in 1978, although details were less-well known. Some candidates developed this by
examining Vietnam’s use of the Ho Chi Minh Trail though Cambodia during the war with the US and the
destruction of the surrounding lands as part of a longer term responsibility. This argument was generally
countered by examining Pol Pot’s legacy and the atrocities of the Khmer Rouge as well as their
deposition in 1978. Other factors including the USA’s support for anti-Vietnamese forces was sometimes
noted as well as the USSR’s support for Vietnam.
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Question 2 (a)

2

(@) Which of the following was of greater importance as a reason for the Paris peace talks
(1967-1973)7?

(i) US military and diplomatic policies

(i) US public opinion

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

This question was reasonably well answered. Most candidates were able to discuss the impact of US
public opinion in some detail, with the best responses talking about student opposition including the Kent
State shootings, the role of the media and its impact on public opinion and the role of Kronkite. Public
opinion polls and the 1972 election were also often seen in many responses.

In discussing US military and diplomatic policies, the performance of many candidates was mixed.
Weaker responses tended to talk about military tactics rather than policies, with many discussing tactics
from before 1967. Diplomatic policies were sometimes ignored in these answers too. The best
responses dealt with a range of US policies including the offensive of 1971 and the bombing of North
Vietnam, Nixon’s commitment to Vietnamisation as well as improving relations with China. Few
references to the role of Kissinger were seen.

Assessment for learning

@ It is important that candidates focus on the key words and dates in the question.
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This exemplar demonstrates a good Level 5 response with some explanation and evaluation of both
factors.

Question 2 (b)*

(b)* Assess the reasons for Chinese intervention in the Korean War. [20]

This question elicited a range of responses, with many candidates able to construct a detailed argument
which looked at a range of reasons for Chinese intervention. Some responses listed these and were
confined to Level 4 and below. The best responses produced a comparative evaluation of a range of
factors, examining Chinese security, US aggression as well as China’s desire to demonstrate itself as a
major power. The best answers were also able to point to North Korea’s interventions in the Chinese
Civil War and the need to repay that debt, while these candidates also noted the influence of the USSR
in China’ actions. The chosen exemplar demonstrates a good answer that was placed in Level 5. There
is a consistent focus on the question with some judgement in the conclusion. More evidence of interim
judgements would help this response reach Level 6.

Assessment for learning

©

Candidates should ensure they are comparatively evaluating their chosen factors in their
essays, arriving at interim judgements as to the importance of that factor in terms of the
question. This will help them to reach the highest level of the mark scheme.
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