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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y220/01 series overview

Y220 is one of 24 units in Paper 2 for the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an
extended period of History of about 100 years through a short-answer essay question and a traditional
essay question. The paper contains two questions, each having two parts, a short-answer essay and a
traditional essay. Candidates must answer both parts of one question.

To do well on the short-answer essay question, candidates need to consider the significance or
importance of both issues, factors, individuals, or events mentioned in relation to the question. Having
analysed or explained both, they must reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important or
significant.

To do well on the traditional essay, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed
supporting knowledge. To reach the higher levels candidates need to assess the issues they discuss
and reach a supported judgement, at least in the conclusion.

Question 2 was more popular that Question 1.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally:

generally:

e gave equal consideration to the two issues in
the short-answer essay

e reached a developed and supported
judgement as to which issue was more
significant or important

¢ linked their knowledge of the issues to the
focus of the question

e discussed at least two relevant issues in depth

e gave supporting detail that was both accurate
and relevant to the question set, not just the
topic

¢ reached a supported judgement about the
issue in the question

¢ made a series of interim judgements about the
issues discussed in relation to the question.

considered only one of the issues or discussed
one in a superficial way

produced a judgement that was not supported
and was therefore assertion or a judgement
that did not follow logically from the response

were unable to use their knowledge to address
the issue in the question

showed a lack of understanding of the major
issues relevant to the essay

were unable to support their response with
relevant or accurate material

did not focus on the precise wording of the
guestion

made unsupported comments about issues
which were no more than assertions.
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Question 1 (a)

1

(a) Which of the following was the greater failure of Fascist economic policy during the period from
1925 to 19437

(i) Agrarian policy

(ii) Industrial policy

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

The purpose of this question was for candidates to focus their responses on whether agrarian policy or
industrial policy was the greater failure. Most candidates were aware of the purpose and there were
some good attempts to address the question. However, a significant number of responses did not fully
focus on the question because they did not have a clear understanding of what constituted agrarian and
industrial policies. Some responses referred to the Battle for Land in their analysis of industrial policies,
rather than agrarian policy. Therefore, some responses were generalised in their knowledge and
analysis.

There were few responses that provided knowledge and analysis of the Corporate State or the failure of
the drive for Autarky and hardly any responses provided counterarguments to the effect that some
aspects of these policies were successful. For example, responses could have referred to the success of
the Battle for Land in Campagna and the Pontine.

Assessment for learning

use those words throughout a response and this should help to keep an answer focused on

@ Always read the question carefully. Identify the key words and phrases and it is advisable to
the specific demands of the question.
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Exemplar 1

1

Q.

FU(S«HM/ =5 e ot h%fww% /.m/mm Pélpa a5

/OY\’M (x Bﬂuﬁﬂ}d"{b a H’LCI}J(MSQM WXLMJA/{'/M‘UP

Contail o, Haly/s siluatioe Aom paz 6w a3

WMM d)o«wo(- ,Awﬂ,m—e/s Jestressean inte Soulbh d,

H‘ﬁ(/&mbm Mudﬁ)nﬂ/ﬁmﬁd)ﬂe &w&sﬁmwcﬂm

xmmw,mnmbke

d/po A Kb ¢ Bhroesen (wam Al . b ieser dhis

8 Lo ALt hmumwx anbealedis, armbiltond

aum/%m mwm/vaﬁrw/rmdﬂamm o«@u wm

and) dﬁ

/)JC{”()‘?‘ ¢ ._.u <'A,_-J:J hA). ‘A.«

e i A 03, Rare mm Lle MM

v—»@mfax AS0 @)m/\)dlw mmnmmb\,mpd%p

\\&QR Ln (Tt Bhese 1ote S Mditcesen H,\/;!e/hm_zq_

MiwsBin’> rwm\mﬂm Lt a tdalgadue e butll

l/mrbmm éyﬂ)\fh /L“Q% mM %eaMm@ngq_

fy rmJin tvine d Qrens Yparks ot Daonideon b,

\quMOK (IN&ul h/mmf/ u,aﬂly\/ﬂnﬂ\% m)&; ﬁtﬁ‘

\,J_ZMKQ ek e (AD/\Q/'GI Mra;l/mfum d,—(/wb(z, (u,!i(,(?/f,( ff Jre/1a

s WySD e f//\Awmmk NM ‘,T»(/ufzm

§ Onde Bechand, Mussbling's fosnik dgim.i"

\AMJA/ZA}W/{Q\M Bege NS UA 4G AJLMA)(/_._,_JA A AR

\nged) (1 /io %um oo rwﬂf\bf 2% PR and,

H:@m/ﬂ(ﬂm/ D Wbmrﬁ Buaanb the }\v}\((xv‘\/af(@ 2NV

\}O'r*mm n W]‘\' Jn,ak l‘@f% MS\I/\A%’\/A{L &Qpﬁﬁvm_

\Inath S g5 pulks dOwolo ey LG Todn Oad.

6 © OCR 2024



A Level History A - Y220/01 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report

R Mﬂ%f&m} kmﬁbm &@P}M#‘o;ﬂﬂewa | e 1492

o wdugs te Q&()A/m,mo frﬁ;!m el b Homw/erf)ﬁo
D404 s 00 OWMMMV\M \mu%zm m&{ﬁ:@é&@g@(@f
UA@{M ™ aw&?l:wrﬁmbw S (i Sdrdmg
rbrzrw/um /U/w Murerdufin’s’ Lw{!ﬂmnw,{ AMHM V7aYas Y0 1Yid
Aw%r\ax oLy oo M L e, IVI //\rcm{’m(,azbrm
| 1)G94 ke /uum&awg;&dm@m&@@iz;
\adh 2.7 oopoailiing Ut
B i MWAJ’E)««VT(M’% Ok | o brulyy Sl (€
0"\«&,1 MN—U;QJ'UAMM H‘?\MDA o \n/(M)U:Pu n/:/kibs (o
OiA,:uAX m\—}-em ﬂmﬂ Omhr\lb erp i G’Mﬂ) )
thmh [~y ’[% yor be Seon LW\/d -, Oveell]

m/HmM h@t—w Wmm mw o m’—ak‘m/@Sm\wa-

m@,{)muu% Wakle, X %@,‘mmmp%m__

H\r\eaﬁ/v/\m H?MA 40 N EWTRP

Dondumin , He greadoyadine § Bostateduy Lom
NG2 5 12710\1«11 N’M«Md-e Valn (A mdlww /Mﬂ—
Mnnwlh A Drare e A%&uﬁ_ﬁmﬂ_ﬁu@@m@w—
U\&//vumlbﬂm @Oy 44 6t tua e S) MU [ i)
cm”u/w! Thinl

Wierer Koo\ vere A Jnkley Stormg St AR/ Lo Y

hMWln {71)&)1\;01 rr;n"ﬂlw/:&mw —\\(/W
kJJz ,-wxm ’ WW/M m MW”LM(% (&«dm

7 © OCR 2024



A Level History A - Y220/01 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report

am\«ArWM,wHM kJ_}wiD/\MJ o r»w‘:&m 5 /y?fm/fir/r}
MJ\V\%M A/Mmm (Aen

‘0z hottilo Paogs, Mﬁijxm; L € oAl
(U))f ?\‘}MUA dow_m o\ Areas pﬁm;/y\\(&mfr/ ¥l 4,
I Lounlry anaPoke LOnpay ke \CIe S

Exemplar 1 is a good attempt to address the question and provide a substantiated judgement by
providing some detailed knowledge and consistent focus on the question. This response attained Level
5.

Question 1 (b)*

(b)* ‘During the period from 1896 to 1915, Italy’s most serious problem was the legacy of
Trasformismo.’

How far do you agree? [20]

Most candidates understood that the purpose of the question was to focus on the problems that faced
Italy in the period 1896 to 1915. Some candidates took the opportunity to describe some of the problems
but then provided limited analysis of which was the most serious. The more accomplished responses
started by explaining the 'legacy of Trasformismo', which led to formation of short-lived governments
throughout this period, and then provided detailed knowledge and analysis of other problems with which
to address the question.

Despite there being several problems, such as the North/South Divide, mass emigration, failures of
foreign policy, growth of socialism and nationalism, opposition of the Papacy and the Intervention Crisis
1914/15. Some responses were hampered by a lack of understanding of Trasformismo.
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Exemplar 2
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Exemplar 2 is a good attempt to explain and analyse the problem of Trasformismo. The response
identifies one of the problems of Trasformismo in that it led to weak governments and then went on to
explain other problems. This response attained Level 6.

10 © OCR 2024




A Level History A - Y220/01 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report

Question 2 (a)

2
(@) Which of the following was more important in explaining the rise of Mussolini?

(i) The appeal of Fascism
(ii) The weaknesses of the post-war governments

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

There were some good attempts to address this question with most candidates understanding the
purpose of the question. However, there were a significant number of responses that provided
generalised knowledge and analysis of both factors. In particular, with reference to 'The appeal of
Fascism' a significant number of responses missed the opportunity to give more detailed evidence of
which groups and individuals such as the working class, the middle class and the King were attracted to
Fascism and why. The more accomplished responses also made references to the personal abilities of
Mussolini. In the context of 'The weaknesses of the post-war governments' relatively few answers
referred to the mistakes of Giolitti and the role of King.

Some responses did not confine their analysis to explaining the 'rise of Mussolini' but extended their
analysis to the period after he became Prime Minister in 1922 and therefore provided unnecessary
knowledge at the expense of relevant analysis.
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Exemplar 3
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Exemplar 3 demonstrates a good attempt to provide a judgemental conclusion to Question 2 (a) by
making a clear comment in the first sentence and then providing supportive comments in the rest of the
paragraph which make the initial comment a judgement rather than an assertion. This response attained
Level 5.
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Question 2 (b)

(b)* ‘Mussolini’s foreign policy in the 1920s was more successful than his foreign policy in the 1930s.’

How far do you agree? [20]

There were some good attempts to address this question and most candidates demonstrated an
understanding of the demands of the questions. However, there were a significant number of responses
that provided generalised and, at times, inaccurate answers because of a lack of clarity of what events
constituted a success for Mussolini's foreign policy and in which decade the events occurred. The more
accomplished responses made clear references to events in the 1920s such as Corfu 1923, acquisition
of Fiume 1924 and the Locarno Treaty 1925. For the 1930s most responses referred to the invasion of
Abyssinia 1935, the growing friendship with Hitler, and the Spanish Civil War. Relatively few responses
referred to Mussolini's role at the Munich conference in 1938. Some candidates took the simplified view
that foreign policy in the 1920s was successful and in the 1930s it was a failure, whereas it was more
complicated than that.

Some candidates took their analysis beyond the 1930s and concluded their answers in 1943 which, of
course, affected their attempts at a judgement.

Misconception

@ Mussolini's prevention of Hitler's attempt at Anschluss in 1934 is regarded as a major
success.
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