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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y219/01 series overview

Y219 is one of 24 units in Paper 2 for the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an
extended period of History of about 100 years through a short-answer essay question and a traditional
essay question. The paper contains two questions, each having two parts, a short-answer essay and a
traditional essay. Candidates must answer both parts of one question.

To do well on the short-answer essay question, candidates need to consider the significance or
importance of both issues, factors, individuals, or events mentioned in relation to the question. Having
analysed or explained both, they must reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important or
significant.

To do well on the traditional essay, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed
supporting knowledge. To reach the higher levels, candidates need to assess the issues they discuss
and reach a supported judgement, at least in the conclusion.

In this paper the number of candidates answering either Question 1 or Question 2 was evenly split
between the two.

Candidates who did well on this paper

Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

e gave equal consideration to the two issues in e considered only one of the issues or discussed

the short-answer essay

¢ reached a developed and supported
judgement as to which issue was more
significant or important

¢ linked their knowledge of the issues to the
focus of the question

¢ discussed at least two relevant issues in depth

e gave supporting detail that was both accurate
and relevant to the question set, not just the
topic

¢ reached a supported judgement about the
issue in the question

e made a series of interim judgements about the
issues discussed in relation to the question.

one in a superficial way

produced a judgement that was not supported
and was therefore assertion or a judgement
that did not follow logically from the response

were unable to use their knowledge to address
the issue in the question

showed a lack of understanding of the major
issues relevant to the essay

were unable to support their response with
relevant or accurate material

did not focus on the precise wording of the
guestion

made unsupported comments about issues
which were no more than assertions.
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Question 1 (a)

1
(a) Which of the following had the greater impact on Russia during the period from 1929 to 19417

(i) The purges
(ii) Collectivisation

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

Responses needed to assess which of these two factors had the greater impact on Russia between
1929-41. Many candidates had sufficient knowledge to address both factors. However, some candidates
were not fully aware of the extent of the purges and only referred to the purge of members of the
Bolshevik Party. The more accomplished responses included the purge of the Army and those involved
in the Five-Year Plans.

Some candidates did not show a clear understanding of the differences and the links between
Collectivisation and Industrialisation in the context of the Five-Year Plans. Some candidates described
knowledge of these factors rather than using their knowledge to assess their impact on Russia.

The more accomplished responses used their detailed knowledge to assess the impact of the factors
and, most importantly, provided a judgement in relation to the question in their concluding paragraph.
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Exemplar 1

Examiners’ report
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Exemplar 1 is a very good example of a concluding paragraph providing a substantiated judgement to
Question 1 (a). The response attained Level 6, 9 marks.
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Question 1 (b)*

(b)* Assess the reasons for the unpopularity of the Provisional Government by October 1917. [20]

The purpose of this question was to enable candidates to identify the reasons that led to increasing
unpopularity of the Provisional Government and to provide an assessment of which of those reasons
was the most important. Most candidates understood the purpose of the question and the differentiating
factor was their knowledge and understanding of the events and issues in the period from February to
October 1917.

There was a significant number of responses that provided a description of the events of 1917 rather
than addressing the question directly and then provided some generic analysis in their concluding
paragraph. The more successful responses identified some reasons and then used their knowledge of
issues such as: the failures of the Provisional Government; the role of the Bolsheviks; the role of
individuals such as Kerensky, Lenin and Trotsky and events such as the First World War, July Days and
Kornilov Revolt to provide an assessment related to the question.

Misconception

February to October 1917. He held various posts in the early months and became Prime

O Kerensky was not the leader of the Provisional Government for the whole period from
Minister in July 1917.

Question 2 (a)

2

(@) Which of the following were of greater importance in bringing about the White’s defeat in the
Russian Civil War?

(i) White weaknesses

(ii) Strengths of the Red Army

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

The purpose of this question was for candidates to analyse the reasons for the result in the Russian Civil
War and to provide an assessment as to whether it was the White's weaknesses or the Red Army's
strengths that were more important. Most candidates understood the purpose of the question and,
therefore, the differentiating factor in their responses was the quality of their knowledge and analysis.

There were a significant number of candidates who provided generic responses for both factors which
included generalised knowledge concerning leadership and geography for both sides. For example,
nearly all responses referred to the disunity of the White's leadership but relatively few gave examples,
such as Kolchak, Kornilov Denekin and Yudenich or some explanation of the differing aims of the
Whites. Most responses focused on the leadership of Trotsky as the main strength of the Red Army and,
in particular, his use of an armoured train. The fact that the Reds controlled the railway system was also
highlighted by many candidates.
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Exemplar 2
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Exemplar 2 is a paragraph from a response that generally addressed the question and provided a
broadly appropriate answer. However, it missed the opportunity to include more detailed knowledge and
analysis. The response could have given examples of the White controlled areas, such as Ukraine, and
in particular, some examples of the different ideologies that were present in the White Army such as
Monarchists, militant socialists and foreign interventionists. This response attained Level 4, 5 marks.
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Question 2 (b)*

(b)* To what extent were the causes of the 1905 Revolution resolved by the time the First World War
started in 19147 [20]

This question proved to be the one that candidates had the greatest difficulty in addressing. The purpose
of the question was for candidates to identify the causes of the 1905 Revolution and then provide an
assessment of whether, in period from 1905-14, any of those causes had been resolved by 1914. The
more successful responses were from candidates who started by identifying the causes and then
provided some detailed knowledge and analysis of the period 1906-14 to establish whether the problems
were resolved. Most responses tended to conclude that causes, such as the demand for democracy and
industrial unrest were not resolved by 1914.

A significant number of candidates identified the causes under the generic headings of political,
economic, and social factors. For some candidates this led to providing some generalised knowledge
and analysis which proved difficult to establish to what extent these causes had been resolved. There
were some responses that used the February Revolution 1917 as the point at which to judge whether
causes had been resolved.

Misconception

@ Stolypin was not Prime Minister for the entire period 1906-14. He was assassinated in 1911.

Assessment for learning

Always read the question carefully. Identify the key words and phrases and it is advisable to
use those words throughout a response and this should help to keep an answer focused on
the specific demands of the question.
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analysis in relation to the question. This response attained Level 5.

Exemplar 3 is a paragraph from a response to Question 2 (b) in which the cause (‘the liberals demand of
a national elected assembly’) of the 1905 Revolution is identified and a good attempt to provide focused
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