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Introduction 

Our examinersô reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidatesô performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidatesô performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Paper Y215/01 series overview 

Y215 is one of 24 units in Paper 2 for the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an 

extended period of History of about 100 years through a short-answer essay question and a traditional 

essay question. The paper contains two questions, each having two parts, a short-answer essay and a 

traditional essay. Candidates have to answer both parts of one question.  

To do well on the short-answer essay question, candidates need to consider the significance or 

importance of both issues, factors, individuals or events mentioned in relation to the question. Having 

analysed or explained both, they must reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important or 

significant.  

To do well on the traditional essay, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed 

supporting knowledge. To reach the higher levels candidates need to assess the issues they discuss 

and reach a supported judgement, at least in the conclusion. 

Question 1 was the more popular of the two sets of questions. However, candidates found it difficult to 

structure a coherent response to Question 1. Uncertainty over Trasformismo made Question 2 

challenging.  

 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

¶ were clear about terminology 

¶ had a clear grasp of chronology and, therefore, 
relevance 

¶ could structure their ideas successfully 

¶ could organise relevant evidence effectively. 

¶ confused terminology in the questions 

¶ had a muddled sense of chronology and, 
therefore, relevance 

¶ struggled to give form to their ideas 

¶ were short of relevant evidence. 
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Question 1 (a)  

The most successful responses appreciated the contradictory contributions of both these figures, Piusô 

initial liberalism giving way to reaction and Charles Albertôs liberal and national impulses culminating in 

military defeat. Most responses considered that Charles Albertôs actions and example provided greater 

inspiration for subsequent Italian unification and that Piusô ultimate response in 1848-9 had the opposite 

effect. Exemplar 1 below (Level 4, 6 marks) omits the Statuto but, more significantly, gives a one-sided 

view of Pius IX. Hence the response lacks sufficient balance for Level 5 and was awarded a top Level 4 

mark. 
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Exemplar 1 
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Question 1 (b)*  

The chronological spread and open-ended nature of this question provided a challenge for a good 

number of candidates. Successful responses had a sound grasp of the impact of French influence under 

Napoleon and were then able to assess the seriousness of the challenges early national movements 

presented to the restoration monarchies after 1815. In general, however, responses struggled to find a 

way to explain the consequences of the Vienna settlement for Italy in this period, lacking the necessary 

coherence or range of evidence to be convincing. Exemplar 2 below (Level 5, 15 marks) is something of 

an exception in that it understands the importance of Austrian power, and can explain the main features 

of the period. The section on the economy is inevitably thin but the rest of the response holds together 

convincingly.  

 

Misconception 

 

Using the óeconomic, social, politicalô formula was unhelpful for this question as it does not fit 

the material and the main concerns of the period. Italyôs economy was essentially static in this 

period, as was Italian society for the most part. 
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Exemplar 2 
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Question 2 (a)  

This question was not successfully handled by those that attempted it. The main difficulty was lack of 

understanding of Trasformismo and sometimes uncertainty about Piedmontisation as well. Few 

responses could make the obvious points about Piedmontisation in the period 1861-70, centring on the 

Brigandsô War and the imposition of Piedmontôs laws and practices on the whole of the rest of Italy. The 

association of Trasformismo with corruption in the Italian political system was not well appreciated, 

although more successful responses were able to relate it to the peculiarly weak party system of Italian 

politics, 1871-96. 

 

Assessment for learning 

 

It is important to keep teaching key terms, such as Piedmontisation and Trasformismo 

because candidatesô knowledge of them was indispensable here. 
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Question 2 (b)*  

Most candidates were able to work out a structure that compared Piedmontôs developments, notably 

economic modernisation, the arrival in Piedmont of nationalists from other parts of Italy and Cavourôs 

forward foreign policy with other outcomes of 1848-9. Various alternative factors to developments in 

Piedmont could be considered: either the outcomes in other parts of Italy or foreign involvement. 

Exemplar 3 below (Level 5, 15 marks) takes an interesting line in relegating the role of Cavour and Victor 

Emmanuel II beneath those of Charles Albert and Garibaldi. Most responses agreed with the proposition 

in the question because of the direct effects of Cavour and Victor Emmanuel initiating the war of 1859 

but this alternative approach has some merit. There is sufficient understanding, evidence and strength of 

reasoning to make this work and reach Level 5. 
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Exemplar 3 
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