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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y213/01 series overview

Y213 is one of 24 units in Paper 2 for the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an
extended period of History of about 100 years through a short-answer essay question and a traditional
essay question. The paper contains two questions, each having two parts, a short-answer essay and a
traditional essay. Candidates have to answer both parts of one question.

To do well on the short-answer essay question, candidates need to consider the significance or
importance of both issues, factors, individuals or events mentioned in relation to the question. Having
analysed or explained both, they must reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important or
significant.

To do well on the traditional essay, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed
supporting knowledge. To reach the higher levels candidates need to assess the issues they discuss
and reach a supported judgement, at least in the conclusion.

The majority of candidates chose Question 1 over Question 2. Their choice hinged mainly on their
understanding of key terms in the questions. If candidates were not confident of the meaning of
‘Thermidorian regime’ in Question 1, they would have to choose Question 2. If taking Question 2, they
had to be confident of what constituted ‘legal changes’ and ‘constitutional changes’ for part (a) and to
know enough about Napoleon’s later domestic policies for a convincing answer to part (b).

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

¢ were clear about terminology ¢ confused terminology in the questions

¢ had a clear grasp of chronology and, therefore, | ¢ had a muddled sense of chronology and,
relevance therefore, relevance

e could structure their ideas successfully e struggled to give form to their ideas

e could organise relevant evidence effectively. ¢ were short of relevant evidence.
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Question 1 (a)

1
(a) Which of the following was of greater importance in the decline and fall of Napoleon?

(i) The war against Britain
(ii) The campaigns of 1813-1815

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

Many candidates did not appreciate that ‘The campaigns of 1813-1815’ excluded consideration of most
of the Russian campaign.

For (i) more successful responses appreciated Britain’s naval advantage, the consequent impact of
Napoleon’s Continental System on his aggressive strategy and Britain’s role in the Peninsular War and
at Waterloo, as well as her role organising and financing anti-Napoleonic coalitions. On (ii) more
successful responses explained Napoleon’s weakened army after 1812, the importance of his defeat at
Leipzig and also commented on the strengths of the 6" and 7" coalitions. Exemplar 1 below is not that
secure on detail and judgement but has the essential outline of both factors, hence Level 4, 5 marks.
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Examiners’ report

Exemplar 1
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Question 1 (b)*

(b)* Assess the reasons for the establishment of the Thermidorian regime. [20]

Most candidates realised that the core of the question concerned the fall of the Jacobin dictatorship,
epitomised by Robespierre, in July 1794. The most successful responses picked carefully through the
evidence, appreciating that the climactic period of the Terror from June 1794 is the vital factor. Splits
among the members of the committees and threats to the Convention were highly consequential, as was
the cooling of support for the hard-liners among the sans-culottes. Military, economic and religious
factors could also be brought into play, as could the way the Thermidorians proceeded after the coup of
July 1794. Exemplar 2 below (Level 6, 17 marks) is a very well-supported response with an excellent
grasp of precise chronology and the relative importance of the key factors.

Misconception

Confusing ‘Thermidorean’ with terms such as ‘Jacobin’ or ‘republican’ led to serious
irrelevance and confusion.
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Exemplar 2
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Question 2 (a)

2
(a) Which of the following reforms during Napoleon’s consulate had the greater impact on France?

(i) Constitutional changes
(ii) Legal changes

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

The main problem for candidates was defining what ‘constitutional’ and ‘legal’ meant in this context. Less
successful answers included almost any Napoleonic reform under either category but successful
answers realised that ‘constitutional’ referred to the dispositions of political power, 1799-1804, and ‘legal’

to the establishment of a new legal code and system. More successful responses recognised the long-
term significance of the legal reforms.

Question 2 (b)*
(b)* Napoleon’s rule in France brought little benefit to its people after 1807.

How far do you agree? [20]

Many candidates struggled to find enough appropriate material to answer this question convincingly,
preferring to write about Napoleon’s foreign policy with occasional reference to how this might affect the
people of France. To answer this question effectively, the bulk of the evidence needed to be on
Napoleon’s ‘rule in France’ and hence his domestic policy, especially after 1807. Exemplar 3 below
(Level 4, 12 marks) does at least tackle the question on its own terms but is struggling to find sufficient

hard evidence to support its line of reasoning in several instances. Hence it was awarded the top of
Level 4, rather than Level 5.
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Exemplar 3
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* gain a deeper understanding of the marking
criteria and how to apply them consistently
and accurately

+ see examples of student work with commentary
and feedback from OCR moderators

* have the opportunity to practise marking and
compare your judgements with those of OCR
moderators

» receive instant feedback and guidance on
your marking and standardisation skills

* be able to track your progress and
achievements through the courses.

How can you access our online
courses?

Access courses from Teach Cambridge. Teach
Cambridge is our secure teacher website, where
you'll find all teacher support for your subject.

If you already have a Teach Cambridge account,
you'll find available courses for your subject under
Assessment - NEA/Coursework - Online courses.
Click on the blue arrow to start the course.

If you don’t have a Teach Cambridge account
yet, ask your exams officer to set you up — just
send them this link and ask them to add you as a
Teacher.

Access the courses anytime, anywhere and at
your own pace. You can also revisit the courses as
many times as you need.

Which courses are available?

There are two types of online course: an
introductory module and subject-specific
courses.

The introductory module, Building your Confidence
in Internal Assessment, is designed for all teachers
who are involved in internal assessment for our
qualifications. It covers the following topics:

» the purpose and benefits of internal assessment

» the roles and responsibilities of teachers,
assessors, internal verifiers and moderators

+ the principles and methods of standardisation

+ the best practices for collecting, storing and
submitting evidence

* the common issues and challenges in internal
assessment and how to avoid them.

The subject-specific courses are tailored for each
qualification that has non-exam assessment (NEA)
units, except for AS Level and Entry Level. They
cover the following topics:

+ the structure and content of the NEA units

+ the assessment objectives and marking criteria
for the NEA units

+ examples of student work with commentary and
feedback for the NEA units

* interactive marking practice and feedback
for the NEA units.

We are also developing courses for some of the
examined units, which will be available soon.

How can you get support and
feedback?
If you have any queries, please contact our

Customer Support Centre on 01223 553998 or
email support@ocr.org.uk.

We welcome your feedback and suggestions on
how to improve the online courses and make them
more useful and relevant for you. You can share
your views by completing the evaluation form at
the end of each course.
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Need to get in touch? We really value your feedback

If you ever have any questions about OCR Click to send us an autogenerated email about

qualifications or services (including administration, this resource. Add comments if you want to.

logistics and teaching) please feel free to get in touch Let us know how we can improve this resource or

with our customer support centre. what else you need. Your email address will not be
used or shared for any marketing purposes.

Callus on

01223 553998 I like this | dislike this

Alternatively, you can email us on
support@ocr.org.uk

For more information visit

[0 ocr.org.uk/qualifications/resource-finder

¥ ocr.org.uk

@ facebook.com/ocrexams

¥ twitter.com/ocrexams

instagram.com/ocrexaminations
linkedin.com/company/ocr

O youtube.com/ocrexams

Please note — web links are correct at date
of publication but other websites may
change over time. If you have any problems
with a link you may want to navigate to that
organisation’s website for a direct search.

' CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS & ASSESSMENT

OCRis part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, a department of the University of Cambridge.

For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance programme your call may be recorded or monitored. © OCR 2024 Oxford Cambridge and
RSA Examinations is a Company Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA.
Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.

OCR operates academic and vocational qualifications regulated by Ofqual, Qualifications Wales and CCEA as listed in their qualifications registers including A Levels,
GCSEs, Cambridge Technicals and Cambridge Nationals.

OCR provides resources to help you deliver our qualifications. These resources do not represent any particular teaching method we expect you to use. We update
our resources regularly and aim to make sure content is accurate but please check the OCR website so that you have the most up to date version. OCR cannot be
held responsible for any errors or omissions in these resources.

Though we make every effort to check our resources, there may be contradictions between published support and the specification, so it is important that you
always use information in the latest specification. We indicate any specification changes within the document itself, change the version number and provide a
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between the specification and a resource, please contact us.

You can copy and distribute this resource in your centre, in line with any specific restrictions detailed in the resource. Resources intended for teacher use should not
be shared with students. Resources should not be published on social media platforms or other websites.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: N/A

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR or are thinking about switching, you can request more information using our Expression of Interest form.

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of resources we offer to support you in delivering our qualifications.
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