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Introduction 

Our examinersô reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidatesô performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidatesô performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 

  



A Level History A - Y212/01 - Summer 2024 Examinersô report 

 4 © OCR 2024 

Paper Y212/01 series overview 

Y212 is one of 24 units in Paper 2 for the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an 

extended period of History of about 100 years through a short-answer essay question and a traditional 

essay question. The paper contains two questions, each having two parts, a short-answer essay and a 

traditional essay. Candidates have to answer both parts of one question.  

To do well on the short-answer essay question, candidates need to consider the significance or 

importance of both issues, factors, individuals or events mentioned in relation to the question. Having 

analysed or explained both, they must reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important or 

significant.  

To do well on the traditional essay, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed 

supporting knowledge. To reach the higher levels candidates need to assess the issues they discuss 

and reach a supported judgement, at least in the conclusion. 

Grasp of terminology was significant in question choice. Candidates needed to be confident about the 

period 1791-6 to succeed with Question 1; it was the more popular choice. Candidatesô understanding of 

óFederalistô and óAnti-Federalistô for Question 2 (a) was most likely critical in determining their overall 

choice of question. 

 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

¶ were clear about terminology 

¶ had a clear grasp of chronology and, therefore, 
relevance 

¶ could structure their ideas successfully 

¶ could organise relevant evidence effectively. 

¶ confused terminology in the questions 

¶ had a muddled sense of chronology and, 
therefore, relevance 

¶ struggled to give form to their ideas 

¶ were short of relevant evidence. 

 

  



A Level History A - Y212/01 - Summer 2024 Examinersô report 

 5 © OCR 2024 

Question 1 (a)   

This question was answered confidently by a good number of candidates. Critical points in determining 

higher marks were: an appreciation of exactly how the French contributed to British defeat, notably by 

supplying a navy and opening up other theatres of war; how important American unity was in the early 

stages and the limitations of that unity. Exemplar 1 (Level 5, 7 marks) is an efficient response which 

makes the crucial points for both factors. The judgement is brief and contestable but, overall, it does 

enough for a low Level 5 mark.  

Exemplar 1 
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Question 1 (b)*  

This question required a secure knowledge of the 1791 to 1796 period, as well as a grasp of the Bill of 

Rights. Successful responses often noted that although the Bill of Rights was successful in reconciling 

differences over the constitution and therefore giving the US the possibility of a stronger federal 

government, it had little direct impact on the major problems of the next five years, for instance party 

divisions, debt and finance, and foreign affairs. Exemplar 2 (Level 4, 12 marks) copes reasonably well 

with the positive aspects of the Bill of Rights but has limited scope thereafter, diverting onto slavery, 

which although obviously a concern in the longer term was less salient than other issues in 1791-6. 

Misconception 

 

Candidates needed to cover the problems of 1791-6 and not just confine their response to 

consideration of the Bill of Rights. 
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Exemplar 2 
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Question 2 (a)  

The most successful responses to this question had a clear grasp of the differing cultural backgrounds of 

the two groupings, as well as the significant advantage in leading personnel and propaganda enjoyed by 

the Federalists. References to Shaysô rebellion could be useful, as could the fact that anti-Federalists did 

not really provide an alternative plan to that of the Federalists. The most successful responses made 

reference to Hamiltonôs Federalist papers and were clear about who supported each group. 

 

Question 2 (b)*  

This question offered a lot of scope for different responses, not least because there were no dates 

specified. Candidates generally considered the period 1740 to 1776; some legitimately went as far as 

1783. Organising material over a long, evolving period could prove a challenge. While some went for a 

thematic approach, for instance considering the impact of economic links, warfare and politics, others 

considered the settlers and Native Americans separately. Either strategy could work, if executed well. 

Exemplar 3 (Level 5, 14 marks) makes a reasonable attempt at a structured approach and covers a long 

period to the War of Independence. Support is accurate and, although the line of reasoning is not fully 

developed, reading more like an explained list of factors, the response reaches a substantiated 

judgement, hence Level 5. 
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Exemplar 3  
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