
Qualification
Accredited

ocr.org.uk/history

Oxford Cambridge and RSA

      

HISTORY A
H505
For first teaching in 2015

A LEVEL

Version 1

Y207/01 Summer 2024 series

Examiners’ report

http://www.ocr.org.uk/subjects/history/


A Level History A - Y207/01 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report 

 2 © OCR 2024 

Contents 

Introduction .............................................................................................................................................. 3 

Paper Y207 series overview ..................................................................................................................... 4 

Question 1 (a) (i) and (ii) ....................................................................................................................... 5 

Question 1 (b)* ...................................................................................................................................... 5 

Question 2 (a) (i) and (ii) ..................................................................................................................... 10 

Question 2 (b)* .................................................................................................................................... 13 

  



A Level History A - Y207/01 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report 

 3 © OCR 2024 

Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Paper Y207 series overview 

Y207 is one of twenty four units in Paper 2 for the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests 

an extended period of History of about 100 years through a short answer essay question and a 

traditional essay question. The paper contains two questions, each having two parts, a short answer 

essay and a traditional essay. Candidates have to answer both parts of one question.  

To do well on the short answer essay question, candidates need to consider the significance or 

importance of both issues, factors, individuals or events mentioned in relation to the question. Having 

analysed or explained both they must reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important or 

significant.  

To do well on the traditional essay, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed 

supporting knowledge. To reach the higher levels candidates need to assess the issues they discuss 

and reach a supported judgement, at least in the conclusion. 

 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• gave equal consideration to the two issues in 
the short answer essay 

• reached a developed and supported 
judgement as to which issue was more 
significant or important 

• linked their knowledge of the issues to the 
focus of the question 

• discussed at least two issues in depth in the 
essay question 

• gave supporting detail that was both accurate 
and relevant to the question set, not just the 
topic 

• reached a supported judgement about the 
issue in the question 

• made a series of interim judgements about the 
issues discussed in relation to the question. 

• considered only one of the issues or discussed 
one in a superficial way 

• produced a judgement that was not supported 
and was therefore assertion or a judgement 
that did not follow logically from the response 

• were unable to use their knowledge to address 
the issue in the question 

• showed a poor understanding of the major 
issues relevant to the essay 

• were unable to support their response with 
relevant or accurate material 

• did not focus on the precise wording of the 
question 

• made unsupported comments about issues 
which were no more than assertions. 
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Question 1 (a) (i) and (ii)  

While many candidates were able to write about both issues, a number struggled to link their knowledge 

to how the issues actually acted as a cause of the German Reformation. However, those that were able 

to link the material often focused on the money-making aspect of the sale of indulgences and that this 

was to be used to build a new basilica in Rome, raising issues of taxation and German nationalism.  

In dealing with the 95 Theses the stronger responses noted that these were initially meant for academic 

debate and that it was the printing press that spread the message, some were able to then link this to a 

growing sense of anti-clericalism in Germany. Many argued that it was the latter that led to the start of 

the Reformation, arguing that the sale of indulgences was not new, but did provide ammunition for 

Luther’s attack on the Church.  

 

Question 1 (b)*  

While many candidates were able to explain a number of reasons for the continual wars with France, 

they found it more challenging to explain how the weaknesses within Charles’ Empire played a role. 

Those that were able to address the issue considered the development of Lutheranism and how it 

prevented Charles from securing a comprehensive victory as he often had to prioritise the threat from 

some German princes, or the problem of obtaining funds, again linking it to the Reformation.  

However, candidates were able to discuss other issues, such as personal rivalry that followed from 

Charles securing election as Emperor, or the question of Charles’ need to protect his ancestral lands in 

Burgundy. There was also discussion of the consequences of the capture of Francis I at Pavia and the 

personal resentment that provided, encouraging both Francis and Henri II to seek revenge. Some 

responses were also able to consider financial issues, such as Charles gaining funds from the New 

World, which allowed him to continue the conflict and pay for mercenary troops. There was also some 

discussion of military developments that made a decisive victory more challenging, whilst others pointed 

to the failure of peace treaties to establish a lasting peace. There was much that candidates could write 

about, but knowledge of issues, such as the League of Cognac and the German League of princes were 

frequently absent from responses.  

Exemplar 1 provides an example of a strong response where there is good explanation and interim as 

well as an overall judgement and is therefore placed in Level 6. 
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Exemplar 1 
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Assessment for learning 

 

Ensure you able to write a good paragraph about the named factor.  
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Question 2 (a) (i) and (ii)  

Although most responses were able to deal with both issues in the question, many responses were 

weaker in dealing with (i) than (ii).  

Exemplar 2, however, is an example of a response where both factors were analysed in depth and a 

developed judgement reached as to which had the greater impact. In discussing the problems within the 

Empire, responses often started by commenting on the size of the Empire and the financial problems 

associated with it and the difficulties these created. There was some discussion of the weakness of 

defences on the eastern border and how this encouraged Ottoman attacks, while some also noted that 

Charles had other issues to deal with which drew him away and left Ferdinand to deal with the East.  

In discussing Charles’ wars with France, responses were more detailed. Many were able to argue that 

war with France prevented Charles from launching his desired crusade against the Turks and that the 

problem was made worse by Francis I making an alliance in 1535 with the Ottomans, his alliance with 

Barbarossa and allowing the Turkish fleet to over-winter at Toulon, all of which gave the Ottomans 

greater opportunity to threaten Charles in the Mediterranean.  
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Exemplar 2 
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Question 2 (b)*  

As with 1(b), candidates were more confident in discussing other factors rather than the one named in 

the question. However, that did not prevent a number of strong responses with judgement shown 

throughout or at least in the conclusion.  

In discussing the condition of the Church, responses did consider the abuses, such as nepotism or the 

sale of indulgences, and views of the papacy, but found it more challenging to explain how this created 

anti-clericalism which helped in the success of the reformation.  

Responses were stronger when discussing other issues, such as the role of the princes and towns, the 

printing press or the actions of Luther himself. There was some discussion of the response of the 

Papacy to Luther’s message which was used by many to argue it, and the actions of Frederick the Wise, 

were the trigger for the success. Responses often linked the actions of Frederick to providing Luther with 

the opportunity to write his pamphlets, noting in particular his attack on the Peasant’s war, which 

encouraged further princely support. The role of the printing press was often seen as crucial and this 

was linked to the role of towns and cities in spreading Luther’s message. There was also reference to 

other Lutheran preachers in maintaining the movement. Most responses were able to explain a good 

range of reasons.  
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