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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y207 series overview

Y207 is one of twenty four units in Paper 2 for the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests
an extended period of History of about 100 years through a short answer essay question and a
traditional essay question. The paper contains two questions, each having two parts, a short answer
essay and a traditional essay. Candidates have to answer both parts of one question.

To do well on the short answer essay question, candidates need to consider the significance or
importance of both issues, factors, individuals or events mentioned in relation to the question. Having
analysed or explained both they must reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important or
significant.

To do well on the traditional essay, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed
supporting knowledge. To reach the higher levels candidates need to assess the issues they discuss
and reach a supported judgement, at least in the conclusion.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally:

generally:

e gave equal consideration to the two issues in e considered only one of the issues or discussed

the short answer essay

e reached a developed and supported
judgement as to which issue was more
significant or important

¢ linked their knowledge of the issues to the

one in a superficial way

produced a judgement that was not supported
and was therefore assertion or a judgement
that did not follow logically from the response

were unable to use their knowledge to address

focus of the question the issue in the question

e discussed at least two issues in depth in the ¢ showed a poor understanding of the major
essay question issues relevant to the essay

e gave supporting detail that was both accurate | e were unable to support their response with
and relevant to the question set, not just the relevant or accurate material

topic ¢ did not focus on the precise wording of the
e reached a supported judgement about the question

issue in the question .
¢ made unsupported comments about issues
¢ made a series of interim judgements about the which were no more than assertions.

issues discussed in relation to the question.
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Question 1 (a) (i) and (ii)

1
(a) Which of the following was of greater importance as a cause of the German Reformation?

(i) The sale of indulgences
(i) The 95 Theses (1517)

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

While many candidates were able to write about both issues, a number struggled to link their knowledge
to how the issues actually acted as a cause of the German Reformation. However, those that were able
to link the material often focused on the money-making aspect of the sale of indulgences and that this
was to be used to build a new basilica in Rome, raising issues of taxation and German nationalism.

In dealing with the 95 Theses the stronger responses noted that these were initially meant for academic
debate and that it was the printing press that spread the message, some were able to then link this to a
growing sense of anti-clericalism in Germany. Many argued that it was the latter that led to the start of
the Reformation, arguing that the sale of indulgences was not new, but did provide ammunition for
Luther’s attack on the Church.

Question 1 (b)*

(b)* To what extent do the weaknesses of Charles V’'s Empire explain the continual wars with France
during his reign. [20]

While many candidates were able to explain a number of reasons for the continual wars with France,
they found it more challenging to explain how the weaknesses within Charles’ Empire played a role.
Those that were able to address the issue considered the development of Lutheranism and how it
prevented Charles from securing a comprehensive victory as he often had to prioritise the threat from
some German princes, or the problem of obtaining funds, again linking it to the Reformation.

However, candidates were able to discuss other issues, such as personal rivalry that followed from
Charles securing election as Emperor, or the question of Charles’ need to protect his ancestral lands in
Burgundy. There was also discussion of the consequences of the capture of Francis | at Pavia and the
personal resentment that provided, encouraging both Francis and Henri Il to seek revenge. Some
responses were also able to consider financial issues, such as Charles gaining funds from the New
World, which allowed him to continue the conflict and pay for mercenary troops. There was also some
discussion of military developments that made a decisive victory more challenging, whilst others pointed
to the failure of peace treaties to establish a lasting peace. There was much that candidates could write
about, but knowledge of issues, such as the League of Cognac and the German League of princes were
frequently absent from responses.

Exemplar 1 provides an example of a strong response where there is good explanation and interim as
well as an overall judgement and is therefore placed in Level 6.
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Assessment for learning

@ Ensure you able to write a good paragraph about the named factor.

9 © OCR 2024



A Level History A - Y207/01 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report

Question 2 (a) (i) and (ii)

2
(@) Which of the following had the greater impact on Charles V’s relations with the Ottoman Empire?

(i) Problems in the Holy Roman Empire
(ii) Charles V's wars with France

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

Although most responses were able to deal with both issues in the question, many responses were
weaker in dealing with (i) than (ii).

Exemplar 2, however, is an example of a response where both factors were analysed in depth and a
developed judgement reached as to which had the greater impact. In discussing the problems within the
Empire, responses often started by commenting on the size of the Empire and the financial problems
associated with it and the difficulties these created. There was some discussion of the weakness of
defences on the eastern border and how this encouraged Ottoman attacks, while some also noted that
Charles had other issues to deal with which drew him away and left Ferdinand to deal with the East.

In discussing Charles’ wars with France, responses were more detailed. Many were able to argue that
war with France prevented Charles from launching his desired crusade against the Turks and that the
problem was made worse by Francis | making an alliance in 1535 with the Ottomans, his alliance with
Barbarossa and allowing the Turkish fleet to over-winter at Toulon, all of which gave the Ottomans
greater opportunity to threaten Charles in the Mediterranean.
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Question 2 (b)*

(b)* ‘The condition of the Roman Catholic Church was the main reason for the success of
Lutheranism between 1517 and 1529.

How far do you agree? [20]

As with 1(b), candidates were more confident in discussing other factors rather than the one named in
the question. However, that did not prevent a number of strong responses with judgement shown
throughout or at least in the conclusion.

In discussing the condition of the Church, responses did consider the abuses, such as nepotism or the
sale of indulgences, and views of the papacy, but found it more challenging to explain how this created
anti-clericalism which helped in the success of the reformation.

Responses were stronger when discussing other issues, such as the role of the princes and towns, the
printing press or the actions of Luther himself. There was some discussion of the response of the
Papacy to Luther's message which was used by many to argue it, and the actions of Frederick the Wise,
were the trigger for the success. Responses often linked the actions of Frederick to providing Luther with
the opportunity to write his pamphlets, noting in particular his attack on the Peasant’s war, which
encouraged further princely support. The role of the printing press was often seen as crucial and this
was linked to the role of towns and cities in spreading Luther's message. There was also reference to
other Lutheran preachers in maintaining the movement. Most responses were able to explain a good
range of reasons.
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more useful and relevant for you. You can share
your views by completing the evaluation form at
the end of each course.
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https://teachcambridge.org/landing
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/my-cambridge/
mailto:support@ocr.org.uk

Need to get in touch? We really value your feedback

If you ever have any questions about OCR Click to send us an autogenerated email about

qualifications or services (including administration, this resource. Add comments if you want to.

logistics and teaching) please feel free to get in touch Let us know how we can improve this resource or

with our customer support centre. what else you need. Your email address will not be
used or shared for any marketing purposes.

Callus on

01223 553998 I like this | dislike this

Alternatively, you can email us on
support@ocr.org.uk

For more information visit

[0 ocr.org.uk/qualifications/resource-finder

¥ ocr.org.uk

@ facebook.com/ocrexams

¥ twitter.com/ocrexams

instagram.com/ocrexaminations
linkedin.com/company/ocr

O youtube.com/ocrexams

Please note — web links are correct at date
of publication but other websites may
change over time. If you have any problems
with a link you may want to navigate to that
organisation’s website for a direct search.
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OCRis part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, a department of the University of Cambridge.

For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance programme your call may be recorded or monitored. © OCR 2024 Oxford Cambridge and
RSA Examinations is a Company Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA.
Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.

OCR operates academic and vocational qualifications regulated by Ofqual, Qualifications Wales and CCEA as listed in their qualifications registers including A Levels,
GCSEs, Cambridge Technicals and Cambridge Nationals.

OCR provides resources to help you deliver our qualifications. These resources do not represent any particular teaching method we expect you to use. We update
our resources regularly and aim to make sure content is accurate but please check the OCR website so that you have the most up to date version. OCR cannot be
held responsible for any errors or omissions in these resources.

Though we make every effort to check our resources, there may be contradictions between published support and the specification, so it is important that you
always use information in the latest specification. We indicate any specification changes within the document itself, change the version number and provide a
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between the specification and a resource, please contact us.

You can copy and distribute this resource in your centre, in line with any specific restrictions detailed in the resource. Resources intended for teacher use should not
be shared with students. Resources should not be published on social media platforms or other websites.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: N/A

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR or are thinking about switching, you can request more information using our Expression of Interest form.

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of resources we offer to support you in delivering our qualifications.
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