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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y206 series overview

Y206 is one of twenty four units in Paper 2 for the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests
an extended period of History of about 100 years through a short answer essay question and a
traditional essay question. The paper contains two questions, each having two parts, a short answer
essay and a traditional essay. Candidates have to answer both parts of one question.

To do well on the short answer essay question, candidates need to consider the significance or
importance of both issues, factors, individuals or events mentioned in relation to the question. Having
analysed or explained both they must reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important or
significant.

To do well on the traditional essay, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed
supporting knowledge. To reach the higher levels candidates need to assess the issues they discuss
and reach a supported judgement, at least in the conclusion.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally:

generally:

e gave equal consideration to the two issues in e considered only one of the issues or discussed

the short answer essay

e reached a developed and supported
judgement as to which issue was more
significant or important

¢ linked their knowledge of the issues to the

one in a superficial way

produced a judgement that was not supported
and was therefore assertion or a judgement
that did not follow logically from the response

were unable to use their knowledge to address

focus of the question the issue in the question

e discussed at least two issues in depth in the ¢ showed a poor understanding of the major
essay question issues relevant to the essay

e gave supporting detail that was both accurate | ¢ were unable to support their answer with
and relevant to the question set, not just the relevant or accurate material

topic ¢ did not focus on the precise wording of the
e reached a supported judgement about the question

issue in the question .
¢ made unsupported comments about issues
¢ made a series of interim judgements about the which were no more than assertions.

issues discussed in relation to the question.
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Question 1 (a) (i) and (i)

1
(a) Which of the following was impacted more by the New World?

(i) Spanish agriculture
(ii) Spanish industry

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

Many candidates wrote about the New World rather than the impact on Spanish agriculture and industry.
As a result, many responses were not focused on the demands of the question or made only very
general points.

There was some consideration of the inability of Spanish agriculture to take advantage of the new
markets presented by the New World, but few commented on the threat to the Spanish wine or olive ail
industry.

In dealing with industry, some responses were able to comment on the growth of shipbuilding because of
the transatlantic trade and how materials from the New World stimulated industry, with some comments
about the development of a sugar or tobacco industry. There was also the occasional comment about
the impact on the textile industry.

Assessment for learning

@ It is important that all elements within the specification, such as the ‘economic impact of the

New World on Spanish trade and economy’ are taught, as all aspects of the specification will
be examined.

Question 1 (b)*

(b)* How effective were the policies of Isabella and Ferdinand towards the Moriscos and Conversos?
[20]

Many candidates knew a great deal about the policies towards both the Moriscos and Conversos, but
often found it more challenging linking this knowledge to the focus of the question: effective, and instead
wanted to write about the success and failures of the policies.

Responses usually focused on the issues of the War in Granada, the use of the Inquisition and the policy
of expulsion. Stronger responses were able to compare the effectiveness of the policies in Aragon and
Castile, with candidates often arguing that the policies were more effective in Aragon than Castile.
Relations with the Moriscos and Conversos were discussed and some considered whether forced
conversion or expulsion was effective and commented on the number of false conversos.
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There was some discussion of the effectiveness of the Inquisition in bringing about conversion and how
many were put to death. Some responses discussed whether these policies were effective in ending
Convivencia and creating religious unity in Spain, with many arguing that this did not happen under
Ferdinand and Isabella as it was still an issue for Charles. The effectiveness of the War with Granada
was considered, but when discussing this many drifted to success and argued that the conquest,
although long, was a success rather than considering whether it was an effective way to deal with the
region.

In assessing the effectiveness stronger responses did consider the issue of revolts and unrest as a sign
that the policies were less effective.

Assessment for learning

@ It is important that candidates are taught to focus on the key words in the question.

Question 2 (a) (i) and (i)

2

(a) Which of the following was the greater challenge to the development of the Spanish economy
during the reigns of Ferdinand and Isabella?

(1) Agricultural problems

(ii) Customs barriers

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

This was less popular than Question 1(a), but as Exemplar 1 shows, this was often handled better. In
particular, candidates were able to write in some depth about the agricultural problems. This ranged from
the more general issue of the nature of the land in Spain and the growing demands for food, which led to
an increased reliance on imports, to the more specific consideration of the dominance of the Mesta and
sheep farming.

Knowledge of customs barriers was often more limited, but as seen in Exemplar 1, this was not always
true and reference was made to internal customs barriers between the different regions which raised the
price of goods and was therefore a disincentive to trade. However, as Exemplar 1 also illustrates, greater
depth was needed to go higher. Comments about customs officials at both internal frontiers and maritime
ports, as well as tolls being evidence of the lack of unity, which served to hinder development could be
used to further develop the issue.
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Question 2 (b)*

(b)* How secure was Charles I's rule of Spain by the time of his abdication? [20]

The focus of responses needed to be on ‘the time of his abdication’, and there were a number of
responses that focused more on the problems he faced in the early part of the reign, writing in depth
about unrest, or even drifted to the problems he faced as Holy Roman Emperor. However, Exemplar 2
shows, where there was focus on the actual question candidates were able to score well, making a
series of judgements about each issue discussed and reaching an overall judgement as to how secure
Charles was.

Responses that focused on the question considered a range of issues, but religion, finance and the
economy were the most frequent, with some also discussing the security of his borders. Responses
argued that religiously Charles was secure as threats from the Reformation had been defeated, or never
really entered Spain, and other religious challenges were weak. In terms of both the economy and
finance, responses were less positive, pointing to the problems of debt and bankruptcy, while there were
also some interesting discussions about the impact of the New World on the economy and whether the
silver influx made Charles’ rule more secure.

In discussing Spain’s borders the threat of France and the Ottomans were usually considered with
varying arguments. Some responses did discuss government and the development of the conciliar
system and the use of letrados, which strengthened royal rule.
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Assessment for learning

©

It is important that candidates focus on the key dates or event in the actual question — in this

instance, the abdication.
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