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A Level History A - Y203/01 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report

Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y203/01 series overview

Y203 is one of twenty four units in Paper 2 for the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests
an extended period of History of about 100 years through a short answer essay question and a
traditional essay question. The paper contains two questions, each having two parts, a short answer
essay and a traditional essay. Candidates have to answer both parts of one question.

To do well on the short-answer essay question, candidates need to consider the significance or
importance of both issues, factors, individuals, or events mentioned in relation to the question. Having
analysed or explained both they must reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important or
significant.

To do well on the traditional essay, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed
supporting knowledge. To reach the higher levels candidates need to assess the issues they discuss
and reach a supported judgement, at least in the conclusion.

Question 2 was more popular than Question 1 on the Crusades and the Crusader States 1095-1192
paper. On the whole, candidate responses for Question 2 were more effective than those for Question 1.

Candidates who did well on this paper

Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

o focused carefully on the wording of the ¢ made general statements without support in

questions and understood key terms such as
‘impact’

gave specific examples and evidence to
support their ideas such as why Zengi was an
effective leader

compared factors directly to form a judgement
for part (a) questions

organised their answers clearly into factors
and made links between them, such as how
Urban II’s desire to help Byzantium was
connected to his aim to increase papal power.

relation to the factors in part (a) questions, for
example, about trade or location for the
leaders of Antioch and Jerusalem

did not focus on the phrase ‘impact of the
failure of the Second Crusade’ in Question 1

(b).
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Question 1 (a)

1

(@) Which of the following played the greater role in the establishment of the Crusader States in the
12th Century?

(i) Rulers of Antioch

(i) Rulers of Jerusalem

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

This question was less popular with candidates than Question 2. Knowledge of the actions of the rulers
of Jerusalem was generally stronger than for the rulers of Antioch. Candidates who did well tended to
understand the role of Bohemond of Taranto in establishing relationships in the region. They also
understood how succession difficulties weakened the impact of the rulers of Antioch in the establishment
of the Crusader States. For Jerusalem, more successful answers talked about how Baldwin | built
castles in the region. They also mentioned his use of former crusaders to defend the states. Most
responses concluded that Jerusalem played a greater role than Antioch. However, this seems to have
been partly due to the more limited knowledge of Antioch. Because there was often less specific
evidence given for Antioch, this led to some uneven responses and the factors could not be fully
evaluated.
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Exemplar 1
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In this exemplar, the candidate has given some good examples of why the rulers of the Kingdom of
Jerusalem were important, mentioning the significance of the location of castles and gives examples of
specific castles (although Baldwin | did not build Krak des Chevaliers). They also explain why castles
were important. However, for the rulers of Antioch, there are only general statements about the location
of Antioch. No specific evidence is given to support this. This means that the response is uneven and the
comparison between factors cannot be effective. This response was given Level 3, 4 marks.
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Question 1 (b)*

(b)* Assess the impact of the failure of the Second Crusade. [20]

As with Question 1(a), this was less popular than Question 2. Many candidates answered this question
by giving reasons for the failure of the Second Crusade, possibly because they had learned these during
their revision. However, as a result, they were not able to access the higher marks because they did not
talk about the impact of the failure. More successful responses divided their answers into categories
such as impact on the Muslim world, impact on the Crusader States and impact on Europe. In these
cases, the link between the failure and the impact was clearly made.

Assessment for learning

how to recognise words in exam questions which indicate one or the other. For example,

@ Candidates should know the difference between cause and consequence. They should know
‘impact’ relates to consequence.

Question 2 (a)

2
(a) Which of the following contributed more to the fall of Edessa in 11447

(i) Circumstances in Outremer
(ii) The leadership of Zengi

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

This was a more popular question that Question 1. Successful candidates gave clear specific examples
of the circumstances in Outremer, such as the problems associated with the regency of Melisende. They
also mentioned the actions of Joscelin Il and how his absence from Edessa left the kingdom vulnerable
to attack. They then connected this to the leadership of Zengi by showing how he exploited these
circumstances. Some candidates also used knowledge of Zengi’'s military tactics, particularly his use of
tunnelling. Fewer candidates focused specifically on 1144, but instead used longer term factors.
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Exemplar 2
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In this example, the candidate has given specific evidence regarding Zengi’'s military techniques. A clear
explanation follows about how this contributed to the fall of Edessa. In addition, the response goes on
the make a link between Zengi’s use of spies and Joscelin’s absence. There is therefore effective
comparison of the two factors even before the conclusion of the response. This response was given
Level 6, 10 marks.

Question 2 (b)*

(b)* ‘Urban II's main aim in the First Crusade was to increase papal power.’

How far do you agree? [20]

Along with Question 2(a), this was a more popular essay choice. Many candidates discussed the aims of
Pope Urban Il very successfully. The most common factors used were the issues surrounding the
Investiture Crisis and disunity between the Roman Catholic and Byzantine churches. Some candidates
only discussed motives and did not link them specifically to aims. Some responses were too generalised
on the reasons for the First Crusade and did not focus enough on the Urban Il. For example, some
talked about the problems of primogeniture in Europe, which was not directly relevant to this question.
However, overall, many responses to this question were quite strong.
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Online courses

Enhance your skills and confidence in internal assessment

What are our online courses?

Our online courses are self-paced eLearning
courses designed to help you deliver, mark

and administer internal assessment for our
qualifications. They are suitable for both new and
experienced teachers who want to refresh their
knowledge and practice.

Why should you use our online
courses?

With these online courses you will:

* learn about the key principles and processes
of internal assessment and standardisation

* gain a deeper understanding of the marking
criteria and how to apply them consistently
and accurately

+ see examples of student work with commentary
and feedback from OCR moderators

* have the opportunity to practise marking and
compare your judgements with those of OCR
moderators

» receive instant feedback and guidance on
your marking and standardisation skills

* be able to track your progress and
achievements through the courses.

How can you access our online
courses?

Access courses from Teach Cambridge. Teach
Cambridge is our secure teacher website, where
you'll find all teacher support for your subject.

If you already have a Teach Cambridge account,
you'll find available courses for your subject under
Assessment - NEA/Coursework - Online courses.
Click on the blue arrow to start the course.

If you don’t have a Teach Cambridge account
yet, ask your exams officer to set you up — just
send them this link and ask them to add you as a
Teacher.

Access the courses anytime, anywhere and at
your own pace. You can also revisit the courses as
many times as you need.

Which courses are available?

There are two types of online course: an
introductory module and subject-specific
courses.

The introductory module, Building your Confidence
in Internal Assessment, is designed for all teachers
who are involved in internal assessment for our
qualifications. It covers the following topics:

» the purpose and benefits of internal assessment

» the roles and responsibilities of teachers,
assessors, internal verifiers and moderators

+ the principles and methods of standardisation

+ the best practices for collecting, storing and
submitting evidence

* the common issues and challenges in internal
assessment and how to avoid them.

The subject-specific courses are tailored for each
qualification that has non-exam assessment (NEA)
units, except for AS Level and Entry Level. They
cover the following topics:

+ the structure and content of the NEA units

+ the assessment objectives and marking criteria
for the NEA units

+ examples of student work with commentary and
feedback for the NEA units

* interactive marking practice and feedback
for the NEA units.

We are also developing courses for some of the
examined units, which will be available soon.

How can you get support and
feedback?
If you have any queries, please contact our

Customer Support Centre on 01223 553998 or
email support@ocr.org.uk.

We welcome your feedback and suggestions on
how to improve the online courses and make them
more useful and relevant for you. You can share
your views by completing the evaluation form at
the end of each course.
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