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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y113/01 series overview

Y113 is one of 13 units in Paper 1 for the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an
extended period of History of about fifty years through an Enquiries or source-based question and a
traditional essay question. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A, candidates have to
answer a compulsory source question based on four written primary sources. The question requires
them to use all four sources to assess the validity of a view. In Section B, candidates are required to
answer one essay question from a choice of two.

To do well on Section A, candidates need to be able to consider both provenance of the sources and
apply contextual knowledge to them in order to reach a judgement about the sources in relation to the
issue in the question. The judgement should be based on an evaluation of the reliability of the evidence
given, not on the topic or contextual knowledge. To reach Level 6, a judgement should be made at the
end of the analysis of each source, with an overall judgement in the conclusion.

To do well on Section B, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed supporting
knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels, candidates will need to assess the issues they discuss
and reach a supported judgement at least in the conclusion. To reach Level 6 candidates should also
make an overall judgement as well as interim judgements when assessing each factor.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper
generally: generally:
¢ considered the provenance of the source(s) ¢ did not consider both the provenance and use
and used relevant contextual knowledge contextual knowledge to evaluate the sources
¢ linked the contextual knowledge clearly to the | e wrote an unbalanced answer in their treatment
source being discussed to show whether the of the sources, with very little consideration of
view of the source was valid or not one of the sources
e reached an overall judgement as to the extent | e reached a judgement based on their
to which the sources supported the view in the knowledge rather than the sources
question

¢ showed a poor understanding of the major
o discussed at least two issues in depth in the issues relevant to the essay

ion , .
essay questio e were unable to support their answer with

e gave supporting detail that was both accurate relevant material
and relevant to the question set, not just the

topic ¢ did not focus on the precise wording of the

guestion
e reached a supported judgement about the

: : . e made unsupported comments about issues
issue in the question PP

which were assertions.
¢ made a series of interim judgements about the
issues discussed in relation to the question.
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Section A overview

There is one compulsory question in this section. This question requires candidates to critically assess
evidence and reach judgements. The critical evaluation of sources is the central theme in this section
with all marks given against AO2.

The Enquiry section in Paper Y113 is focused on whether Churchill was best suited to be Prime Minister
in 1940.

Question 1
Churchill 1930-1951

1 ‘Churchill was best suited to be Prime Minister in 1940’

Use these four sources in their historical context to assess how far they support this view.  [30]

This question elicited the full range of responses, with many strong answers. Most candidates were able
to deal with the content of each source fairly well. Source A was seen to demonstrate the alternative
viewpoint to the question, with many candidates able to discuss Churchill’s proclivity for alcohol and
show why Kennedy felt this was perhaps unsuitable. Provenance was less well-handled. “The Times”
was seen as being from many different political viewpoints, with some suggesting it was a far-left
publication. Better responses focused on Kennedy’s position as a diplomatic editor and found fruitful
evaluation there. Source B was seen as supporting the view with good contextual knowledge of
Churchill’s political and military experiences noted here. Provenance was also soundly dealt with by
those who focused on his friendship with Churchill. Source C saw few issues. Most candidates felt
Churchill was being fair-minded in showing that Halifax was preferred by Chamberlain and there was
good knowledge of the dispute in the House of Commons over the Norway Campaign with candidates
using the contextual knowledge to support their evaluation. Finally source D saw few problems, with
candidates again using knowledge of the Norway debates to evaluate the context of the source but
noted the provenance of a minister whose views were in line with Churchill’s when evaluating its content.

Assessment for learning

Candidates should ensure that they are reaching a judgement about the sources using
provenance in order to access Level 5 and Level 6 of the mark scheme.
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Exemplar 1
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This candidate response demonstrated a high level of contextual evaluation as well as provenance and
so reached the top of Level 5.
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Section B overview

Candidates are required to answer one essay from a choice of two. Each question is taken from a
different Key Topic and requires candidates to weigh up the importance of a range of factors or issues.

In Paper Y113, the candidates were asked to assess the impact of scandals on the Conservative
governments of 1951-64 or to assess whether Heath’s government was more successful in dealing with
Trade Unions than the Labour governments of 1964-79.

Question 2*
Britain 1951-1997

2* Assess the impact of scandals on the Conservative governments of 1951-1964. [20]

This was the slightly less popular of the two questions, although still answered by a significant number of
candidates. Several approaches were seen with some candidates focusing on the impact of scandals
alone, tackling the severity of each scandal and then generally taking an overall position that they had
some or limited impact on the Conservatives across the whole period. Other candidates compared the
impact of scandals with other factors and suggested that as many of these were at the end of their
period in office there were other factors that were more significant in their defeat in 1964. The definition
of scandal was seen to be broad with candidates given credit for using the Suez Crisis as a scandal, as
well as the political machinations of the Night of the Long Knives rather than the more obvious social and
political scandals of the 1960s. All approaches were seen as valid.

In focusing on the scandals, candidates had good knowledge of the Profumo scandal and the Suez crisis
and could point out the damage caused by both. Stronger responses also had good knowledge of the
Argyll case, Philby and the Vassall scandal. Those that compared scandals to other factors mostly
believed economic problems were more significant. In focusing on the defeat of the Conservatives they
also looked at the leadership change to Douglas-Home as well as the emergence of Wilson. The
strongest responses made a judgement about the impact of each factor before making an overall
judgement about the issue.
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Question 3*

3* ‘Heath’s Conservative government was more successful in dealing with the Trade Unions than
the Labour governments of 1964-1979.

How far do you agree? [20]

This was the more popular of the 2 essay questions and it elicited a wide range of responses. At the
lower end of the scale some responses failed to consider trade unions and instead dealt with general
economic policies and therefore failed to answer the question fully. Better responses tended to look at
the 3 governments separately and focused on how each dealt with Trade Unions before arriving at a
conclusion, although some strong answers also adopted a thematic approach. In arguing for the premise
of the question the best responses noted Heath’s attempts to negotiate with the unions and his support
for apparent “lame-duck” industries, contrasting this with the failure of Wilson’s “In place of strife” as well
as the seamen’s strike of 1966 and Callaghan’s problems with the “winter of discontent”. In contrast a
number of good responses argued that the failure of the Industrial Relations Act, Heath’s u-turns on
support for industry and the imposition of the 3 day week during the miner’s strike were all signs of
failure and that in fact Labour’s long term plans and the initial stages of the social contract were more
successful.

Misconception

@ Some candidates argued that the Social Contract was a Conservative rather than Labour
policy.
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Exemplar 2
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This exemplar shows a good Level 6 response which deals with the full range of issues, making both
interim and concluding judgements on the issue in the question.
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