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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y112/01 series overview

Y112 is one of 13 units in Paper 1 for the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an
extended period of History of about fifty years through an Enquiries or source-based question and a
traditional essay question. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A, candidates have to
answer a compulsory source question based on four written primary sources. The question requires
them to use all four sources to assess the validity of a view. In Section B, candidates are required to
answer one essay question from a choice of two.

To do well on Section A, candidates need to be able to consider both provenance of the sources and
apply contextual knowledge to them in order to reach a judgement about the sources in relation to the
issue in the question. The judgement should be based on an evaluation of the reliability of the evidence
given, not on the topic or contextual knowledge. To reach Level 6, a judgement should be made at the
end of the analysis of each source, with an overall judgement in the conclusion.

To do well on Section B, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed supporting
knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels, candidates will need to assess the issues they discuss
and reach a supported judgement at least in the conclusion. To reach Level 6 candidates should also
make an overall judgement as well as interim judgements when assessing each factor.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper
generally: generally:
¢ considered the provenance of the source(s) ¢ did not consider both the provenance and use
and used relevant contextual knowledge contextual knowledge to evaluate the sources
¢ linked the contextual knowledge clearly to the | e wrote an unbalanced answer in their treatment
source being discussed to show whether the of the sources, with very little consideration of
view of the source was valid or not one of the sources
e reached an overall judgement as to the extent | e reached a judgement based on their
to which the sources supported the view in the knowledge rather than the sources
question

¢ showed a poor understanding of the major
o discussed at least two issues in depth in the issues relevant to the essay

ion , .
essay questio e were unable to support their answer with

e gave supporting detail that was both accurate relevant material
and relevant to the question set, not just the

topic ¢ did not focus on the precise wording of the

guestion
e reached a supported judgement about the

: : . e made unsupported comments about issues
issue in the question PP

which were assertions.
¢ made a series of interim judgements about the
issues discussed in relation to the question.
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Section A overview

There is one compulsory question in this section. This question requires candidates to critically assess
evidence and reach judgements. The critical evaluation of sources is the central theme in this section
with all marks given against AO2.

The Enquiry section in Paper Y111 is focused on the development of the Labour Party 1893-1914 and its
dependence on the support of the Trade Unions.

Question 1
England and a New Century ¢.1900-1918

1 ‘The development of the Labour Party during the period from 1893 to 1914 was dependent on the
support of the Trade Unions.’

Use the four sources in their historical context to assess how far they support this view. [30]

This question was generally well answered with most candidates demonstrating a good understanding of
the views of the four sources and able to relate them to the actual question set. Contextual knowledge
was soundly applied with many candidates able to discuss the role of Keir Hardie, the electoral link up
with the Liberal Party in 1903, the impact of the Taff Vale judgement as well as the Trade Disputes Act
and the growing power of the trade unions in the period. Provenance was similarly well handled with
most candidates able to make use of the roles of Ramsay MacDonald, Snowden and Reynold’s
newspaper. Source D saw a variety of comments about Webb and the Fabian Society, with some
candidates seeing them as supporters of the Conservative Party.

Assessment for learning

Candidates should ensure that they are reaching a judgement about the sources using
provenance in order to access Level 5 and Level 6 of the mark scheme.
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Exemplar 1
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This exemplar shows a strong Level 6 response with interim and concluding judgements on the sources.
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Section B overview

Candidates are required to answer one essay from a choice of two. Each question is taken from a
different Key Topic and requires candidates to weigh up the importance of a range of factors or issues.

In Paper Y112, the candidates were asked whether the Conservative government of 1924-29 unified the
country or to assess the reasons why political extremism in Britain achieved limited support in the 1930s.

Question 2*
Britain ¢.1918-1951

2* ‘The Conservative government of 1924—1929 unified the country.’

How far do you agree? [20]

This was the less popular of the two questions with many candidates choosing to focus on specific
events such as the 1926 General Strike as being evidence that the country wasn’t united, but without
placing this into the wider context of the Conservative government’s other reforms. Most candidates
were able to discuss the General Strike and its consequences as something which showed Baldwin’s
government were unable to unify the country. Some knew that the Trades Disputes Act divided opinion
and many were also able to discuss the return to the Gold Standard and the problems that ensued.
Alternatively, a few candidates argued that the response to the General Strike showed elements of unity,
whilst the very best responses also pointed to the extension of the franchise as well as Baldwin’s foreign
policy as being a force for unity and peace. Very few candidates looked at the structural unity provided
by the creation of the BBC or the National Grid or the continuing importance of Conservative
organisations in driving unity.

Question 3*

3* Assess the reasons why there was limited support for political extremism in Britain in the 1930s.
[20]

This was the more popular of the two questions and candidates had a good conceptual understanding of
this topic. Weaker responses tended to focus mostly on the BUF whereas most candidates were able to
discuss the BUF and the Communist Party. In examining why there was limited support many candidates
looked at leadership of the extremists, a lack of clear policy, links with the Soviet Union and European
fascists as reasons for their lack of support, although some candidates were able to point out that initially
both groups did have some support. Alternatively, the best responses highlighted how links to violence
lost them supporters, how the racism of the BUF alienated people and how the government’s domestic
policies limited support for extremism.
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Exemplar 2
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This candidate response reached Level 6 as it highlighted how links to violence lost supporters, how the
racism of the BUF alienated people and how the government’s domestic policies limited support for
extremism.
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send them this link and ask them to add you as a
Teacher.

Access the courses anytime, anywhere and at
your own pace. You can also revisit the courses as
many times as you need.

Which courses are available?

There are two types of online course: an
introductory module and subject-specific
courses.

The introductory module, Building your Confidence
in Internal Assessment, is designed for all teachers
who are involved in internal assessment for our
qualifications. It covers the following topics:

» the purpose and benefits of internal assessment

» the roles and responsibilities of teachers,
assessors, internal verifiers and moderators

+ the principles and methods of standardisation

+ the best practices for collecting, storing and
submitting evidence

* the common issues and challenges in internal
assessment and how to avoid them.

The subject-specific courses are tailored for each
qualification that has non-exam assessment (NEA)
units, except for AS Level and Entry Level. They
cover the following topics:

+ the structure and content of the NEA units

+ the assessment objectives and marking criteria
for the NEA units

+ examples of student work with commentary and
feedback for the NEA units

* interactive marking practice and feedback
for the NEA units.

We are also developing courses for some of the
examined units, which will be available soon.

How can you get support and
feedback?
If you have any queries, please contact our

Customer Support Centre on 01223 553998 or
email support@ocr.org.uk.

We welcome your feedback and suggestions on
how to improve the online courses and make them
more useful and relevant for you. You can share
your views by completing the evaluation form at
the end of each course.
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Need to get in touch? We really value your feedback

If you ever have any questions about OCR Click to send us an autogenerated email about

qualifications or services (including administration, this resource. Add comments if you want to.

logistics and teaching) please feel free to get in touch Let us know how we can improve this resource or

with our customer support centre. what else you need. Your email address will not be
used or shared for any marketing purposes.

Callus on

01223 553998 I like this | dislike this

Alternatively, you can email us on
support@ocr.org.uk

For more information visit

[0 ocr.org.uk/qualifications/resource-finder

¥ ocr.org.uk

@ facebook.com/ocrexams

¥ twitter.com/ocrexams

instagram.com/ocrexaminations
linkedin.com/company/ocr

O youtube.com/ocrexams

Please note — web links are correct at date
of publication but other websites may
change over time. If you have any problems
with a link you may want to navigate to that
organisation’s website for a direct search.
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OCRis part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, a department of the University of Cambridge.

For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance programme your call may be recorded or monitored. © OCR 2024 Oxford Cambridge and
RSA Examinations is a Company Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA.
Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.

OCR operates academic and vocational qualifications regulated by Ofqual, Qualifications Wales and CCEA as listed in their qualifications registers including A Levels,
GCSEs, Cambridge Technicals and Cambridge Nationals.

OCR provides resources to help you deliver our qualifications. These resources do not represent any particular teaching method we expect you to use. We update
our resources regularly and aim to make sure content is accurate but please check the OCR website so that you have the most up to date version. OCR cannot be
held responsible for any errors or omissions in these resources.

Though we make every effort to check our resources, there may be contradictions between published support and the specification, so it is important that you
always use information in the latest specification. We indicate any specification changes within the document itself, change the version number and provide a
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between the specification and a resource, please contact us.

You can copy and distribute this resource in your centre, in line with any specific restrictions detailed in the resource. Resources intended for teacher use should not
be shared with students. Resources should not be published on social media platforms or other websites.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: N/A

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR or are thinking about switching, you can request more information using our Expression of Interest form.

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of resources we offer to support you in delivering our qualifications.
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