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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y107 series overview

Y107 is one of thirteen units in Paper 1 for the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an
extended period of History of about fifty years through an Enquiries or source-based question and a
traditional essay question. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A, candidates have to
answer a compulsory source question based on four written primary sources. The question requires
them to use all four sources to assess the validity of a view. In Section B, candidates are required to
answer one essay question from a choice of two.

To do well on Section A, candidates need to be able to consider both provenance of the sources and
apply contextual knowledge to them in order to reach a judgement about the sources in relation to the
issue in the question. The judgement should be based on an evaluation of the reliability of the evidence
given, not on the topic or contextual knowledge. To reach Level 6, a judgement should be made at the
end of the analysis of each source, with an overall judgement in the conclusion.

To do well on Section B, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed supporting
knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels, candidates will need to assess the issues they discuss
and reach a supported judgement at least in the conclusion. To reach Level 6 candidates should also
make an overall judgement as well as interim judgements when assessing each factor.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

¢ considered the provenance of the source(s) ¢ did not consider both the provenance and use
and used relevant contextual knowledge contextual knowledge to evaluate the sources

¢ clearly linked the contextual knowledge to the | e wrote an unbalanced response in their
source being discussed to show whether the treatment of the sources, with very little
view of the source was valid or not consideration of one of the sources

e reached an overall judgement as to the extent | ¢ reached a judgement based on their
to which the sources supported the view in the knowledge rather than the sources

question ¢ showed a poor understanding of the major

e discussed at least two issues in depth in the issues relevant to the essay

essay question _ _
e were unable to support their response with

e gave supporting detail that was both accurate relevant material
and relevant to the question set, not just the
topic ¢ did not focus on the precise wording of the
guestion

¢ reached a supported judgement about the

issue in the question ¢ made unsupported comments about issues

which were assertions.
e made a series of interim judgements about the

issues discussed in relation to the question.
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Section A overview

There is one compulsory question in this section. This question requires candidates to critically assess
evidence and reach judgements. The critical evaluation of sources is the central theme in this section
with all marks given against AO2.

The Enquiry section in Paper Y107 is focused on the Marian persecutions.

Question 1
Mid Tudor Crises 1547-1558

1 ‘The Marian burnings created opposition to Mary’s religious policies’.

Use the four sources in their historical context to assess how far they support this view. [30]

Most candidates showed a good understanding of the views of the four sources and were able to relate
them to the question set. A wide range of contextual knowledge was often applied, ranging from cherry
pickers selling their wares at the burnings, suggesting some saw the events as a form of entertainment,
while others commented on the numbers who were burned, the strength of Protestantism at Mary’s
accession, the role of JPs in ensuring the burnings took place. The range of knowledge is reflected in
Exemplar 1.

However, it was the issue of provenance that presented the greater challenge for some. Source B and
Source D were usually handled well, with reference to Renard’s role and links made to both Mary and
Philip. There was also an understanding of Foxe and whether he should be viewed as providing a valid
account. However, some candidates struggled more with sources A and C. With Source A the key was
the date; it was written before the burnings and therefore showed Mary’s plans: discussion about its
purpose was valid. In discussing Source C some commented on the origin and the role of JPs, while
others mentioned the audience in the form of Bishop Bonner and why this might influence the tone.

A range of evaluation can be seen in the exemplar below. However, what takes this response into Level
5 is the judgement about the sources. The response considers whether the sources support the view
based on their provenance; while this is limited it is present in the conclusion and is linked back to the
actual question. This would need to be developed and an overall view about the four sources reached, in
light of their provenance, to go to the top of the level. If Level 6 were to be achieved, there would be
judgements about each source, again based on provenance, after each source has been discussed.
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Exemplar 1
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Misconception

Candidates need to be aware of areas in England where Protestantism was stronger, i.e. the
South East and East Anglia, not the North.

Assessment for learning

@ Focus on the view of the sources about the issue in the question and not just what they say in

general.
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Section B overview

Candidates are required to answer one essay from a choice of two. Each question is taken from a
different Key Topic and requires candidates to weigh up the importance of a range of factors or issues.

In Paper Y107, the candidates were asked to analyse two different aspects of Elizabeth’s reign, in this
instance the role of her gender and the effectiveness of the Poor Laws.

Question 2*
Elizabethan England

2* ‘Elizabeth | was able to use her gender to enhance her power.’

How far do you agree? [20]

The guestion opened up many opportunities for candidates to discuss a wide range of issues and this
was often seized on. Issues such marriage and succession were discussed with the question of a foreign
or domestic marriage considered. Many discussed how Elizabeth used her gender to appeal to both
Philip of Spain and prevent hostilities and possible excommunication when she first came to the throne.
Others discussed the Anjou proposal and how it was used to win the friendship of France. There was
discussion about how Elizabeth used her gender at court, with reference often made to Hatton and his
decision not to marry, or whether her infatuation with Dudley and Essex lessened her power. There was
also discussion about the pressure on Elizabeth to marry and produce an heir and whether this
diminished her power, reference to her control of parliament over this was often used to support the
argument. Some discussed whether her gender limited her ability to lead the country during war usually
centring on the Armada and the Tilbury speech, but this was then developed to consider post Armada
paintings.

To achieve a balanced response many discussed the latter years of her reign and her declining looks,
although this was sometimes contrasted with her Golden Speech which reduced MPs to tears.

In Exemplar 2, a range of issues are considered and there is some judgement, hence Level 5, but it is
worthwhile comparing the quality of judgement in this response with that in Exemplar 3.

13 © OCR 2024
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Exemplar 2
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Question 3*

3* How effective were the Elizabethan Poor Laws in dealing with the problem of poverty? [20]

This was the less popular question, but as shown by Exemplar 3, there were a number of very good
responses.

Responses did need knowledge of the actual Poor Laws, but they could then be placed in the actual
context of the period in order to discuss their effectiveness. The strongest responses often looked at the
different types of poor and whether the legislation was effective in dealing with them, as seen in this
response. This was sometimes taken further and compared with local initiatives, such as Norwich.

Responses also considered whether the Laws were effective in dealing with the main social issues of the
period, such as inflation, poor harvests and population rise. Some used this to argue that they must have
been fairly effective as the difficult 1590s saw little unrest, pointing to a few food riots and the very weak
Oxfordshire Rising of 1596. However, others argued that the Laws were unable to deal with the
problems of the 1590s and this was reflected in the passing of two Laws at the end of the Elizabethan
period, either analysis was acceptable.
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Assessment for learning

the question in a broader context - with Question 3, seeing the Poor Laws in context of the

@ On both of these questions some candidates would have benefited from seeing the issue in
social issues, while in Question 2, whether it helped or hindered government.
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