Qualification
Accredited

A LEVEL

Examiners’ report

HISTORY A

H505

For first teaching in 2015

Y102/01 Summer 2024 series

Version 1

OCR

Oxford Cambridge and RSA

ocr.org.uk/history


http://www.ocr.org.uk/subjects/history/

A Level History A - Y102/01 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report

Contents

LyigoTe VTt o] o RO TP TP TP PP PPPPEPPPPPPPN 3

Paper Y102 SEIES OVEIVIEW ...t eeeeeeeeeittiaa s e e eeeeeetttt e e e e e eeeeeaeete s aaaaeeeeetets s aaeaaeeessssnnaaeeeeeeeenssnnnnaaaeaaees 4

SECHON A OVEIVIEW ...ttt ettt 4o 44 oo ekt ettt 44444 e kb e ettt e e a4 e e e e bbb e e e e e e e e e s e bbb n e e e e e e e s 5
[ 111211 1 o o 5

SECLON B OVEIVIEW ... e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e aeeas 13
(@ T8 T=1) 110 o [PPSO PP 13
L@ T 1= 1 o] o R S 18

2 © OCR 2024



A Level History A - Y102/01 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report

Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y102 series overview

Y102 is one of thirteen units in Paper 1 for the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an
extended period of History of about fifty years through an Enquiries or source-based question and a
traditional essay question. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A, candidates have to
answer a compulsory source question based on four written primary sources. The question requires
them to use all four sources to assess the validity of a view. In Section B, candidates are required to
answer one essay question from a choice of two.

To do well on Section A, candidates need to be able to consider both provenance of the sources and
apply contextual knowledge to them in order to reach a judgement about the sources in relation to the
issue in the question. The judgement should be based on an evaluation of the reliability of the evidence
given, not on the topic or contextual knowledge. To reach Level 6, a judgement should be made at the
end of the analysis of each source, with an overall judgement in the conclusion.

To do well on Section B, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed supporting
knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels, candidates will need to assess the issues they discuss
and reach a supported judgement at least in the conclusion. To reach Level 6 candidates should also
make an overall judgement as well as interim judgements when assessing each factor.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally:

generally:

and used relevant contextual knowledge

clearly linked the contextual knowledge to the
source being discussed to show whether the
view of the source was valid or not

reached an overall judgement as to the extent
to which the sources supported the view in the
question

discussed at least two issues in depth in
answering the essay question

gave supporting detail that was both accurate
and relevant to the question set, not just the
topic

reached a supported judgement about the
issue in the question

made a series of interim judgements about the
issues discussed in relation to the question.

¢ considered the provenance of the source(s) ¢ did not consider both the provenance and use

contextual knowledge to evaluate the sources

wrote an unbalanced response in their
treatment of the sources, with very little
consideration of one of the sources

reached a judgement based on their
knowledge rather than the sources

showed a poor understanding of the major
issues relevant to the essay

were unable to support their response with
relevant material

did not focus on the precise wording of the
guestion

made unsupported comments about issues
which were assertions.
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Section A overview

There is one compulsory question in this section. This question requires candidates to critically assess
evidence and reach judgements. The critical evaluation of sources is the central theme in this section
with all marks given against AO2.

The Enquiry section in Paper Y102 is focused on the role of Ranulf Flambard in William II’'s government.

Question 1

Norman England 1087-1107

1 ‘Ranulf Flambard played the key role in William II's government.’

Use the four sources in their historical context to assess how far they support this view. [30]

Candidates in general demonstrated an ability to link each source to the issue in the question. Source A
was interpreted as evidence of William II's deep involvement in the governance of the kingdom, whereas
Source C was seen as evidence of the centrality of Ranulf's position, in support of the view in the
question. Source B made the point that others — such as William of Saint-Calais, bishop of Durham, and
even Odo, bishop of Bayeux — held (or expected to hold) prominent governmental positions, but only
some candidates recognised this, with others making a more general point about Ranulf's absence from
the text. In relation to D, some candidates noted that however powerful Ranulf might have been in
secular affairs at one point, his ability to interfere in ecclesiastical matters, despite holding the episcopal
office at Durham from 1099, would always be circumscribed by the authority of the archbishop of
Canterbury. Some candidates even drew out the broader significance of Eadmer’s view as evidence of
the need for a partnership between the king and archbishop in effective governance.

Knowledge cited usually focused on the more sensational elements of Ranulf’s biography (for example,
his exploitative tax measures and his eventual imprisonment by Henry | — even his escape from the
Tower of London), as well as his purchase of the see of Durham. Other knowledge included examples of
the ecclesiastical positions sold by Rufus, his need for funds to secure Normandy from Robert Curthose,
and his turbulent relationship with Anselm. Knowledge tended to be less developed and in a few cases
Rufus was confused with his father.

Provenance tended to be handled less effectively. Eadmer in Source D was well known as a confidant of
Anselm and so someone who would be likely to express partisan views in the archbishop’s favour. The
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle (A) was known reasonably well, although some candidates confused the origin
and identity of the version (E, the longest maintained one, written at Peterborough from a Canterbury
exemplar). Attempts at evaluation of the provenance of William of Malmesbury (B) and Simeon of
Durham (C) were often less developed, restricted to general comments about the authors’ monastic
identity and the comparatively late date of the writing of each source. Simeon’s view is particularly
interesting in this context, since, as some candidates noted, he was a member of the Benedictine
community at Durham, was associated with William of Saint-Calais, and he almost certainly had
personal experience of dealing with Flambard. However, few candidates raised these issues in their
assessments of the source.

There is some evidence of the evaluation of provenance in Exemplar 1. Its mark is reflective of the
balanced use of knowledge and provenance, as well as the inclusion of a judgement based on the
provenance of the sources. This may be seen in the final paragraph.
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Exemplar 1
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Exemplar 1 is a Level 5 response, with some use of provenance and relevant knowledge of the historical
context relating to each source. However, comments are less developed. There is some judgement in
the final paragraph which refers to the provenance of C and D (Simeon of Durham and Eadmer). This
judgement is sufficient to push the response into Level 5.

Assessment for learning

@ Candidates should focus on how far the sources support the view in the question rather than

simply explaining each source in light of the issue.

Assessment for learning

@ Judgements need to reference the provenance of each source if they are to be developed

fully, rather than simply noting whether each source supports the view or not.
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Section B overview

Candidates are required to answer one essay from a choice of two. Each question is taken from a
different Key Topic and requires candidates to weigh up the importance of a range of factors or issues.

Question 2*
Anglo-Saxon England and the Norman Conquest 1035-1087

2* ‘Disputes over the succession were the main reason for instability in England during the period
from 1035 to 1042’

How far do you agree? [20]

This question was not as popular as Question 3. Candidates in general had some knowledge of the
succession arrangements made by Cnut, as seen in Exemplar 2. Complications occurred because the
king had sons by different unions: Harold Harefoot by Zlfgifu of Northampton and Harthacnut by Emma
of Normandy. Matters were complicated further because Emma had sons from her first marriage to
FEthelred, king of England, who eventually laid claim to the throne: Alfred and Edward (the Confessor).

More candidates focused on the rival claims of Harold Harefoot and Harthacnut, as well as the scheming
of Emma to secure the throne for her son (Harthacnut). Indeed, the involvement in the succession
dispute of individuals like Emma and Earl Godwin was presented by some candidates as another reason
for instability. Godwin’s changing of sides and his participation in the brutal murder of Edward’s brother,
Alfred, probably at the behest of Harold Harefoot, was surprisingly overlooked by some candidates.

Another reason often mentioned was the relatively unsuccessful rule of first Harold Harefoot and then
Harthacnut. Tax riots were often cited as evidence of the latter. In support of stability, some candidates
made good use of numismatic evidence.

Exemplar 2 addresses these factors with relatively detailed knowledge. A judgement is attempted,
although it is less developed, and so the response only just falls into Level 5. For a mark higher in the
level, more detailed discussion of the factors is needed, as well as a more developed judgement. At
Level 6, the response would have needed a final judgement, as well as further judgement throughout the
essay.

13 © OCR 2024
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Exemplar 2
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Exemplar 2 is a Level 5 response which sets out (with a tendency to list) some relevant factors and

reaches a less developed but substantiated judgement. There is generally detailed knowledge, but it is
the judgement which is sufficient to push this response into Level 5.

Assessment for learning

Candidates should provide a judgement in response to the question which is focused on the
key issue and substantiated with a convincing explanation.
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Question 3*

3* How seriously was William I's consolidation of his power in England threatened by the rebellions
of 1067-10707? [20]

Candidates had reasonable knowledge of the main rebellions that took place during this period, including
at Exeter in 1068, the revolt of Eadric the Wild at a similar time, the northern rebellion, usually dated
1069 t01070, and the initial stages of the rebellion associated with Hereward the Wake. Some
candidates also referred to the attack on Dover by Eustace Il of Boulogne in 1067 and the separate
attacks on south-west England by Harold’s sons based in Ireland, while in a few responses the local
revolt centred on the castle of Montacute, usually dated to 1069, was mentioned, an uprising swiftly dealt
with by Geoffrey de Montbray, bishop of Coutances. Knowledge of each rebellion varied.

Some candidates confused different rebellions, with Eadric, for example, appearing at Exeter. The role of
Gytha, Harold’s mother, in the Exeter rebellion was not always well known, while the albeit complex
sequence of events in the north was sometimes confused. Nevertheless, the role of external influences
was often commented on, particularly the supporting role of Swein Estrithson in the 1069 rebellion.
Candidates usually noted the seriousness of the northern rebellion, as reflected in the drastic actions
taken by the king in the following year, the so-called ‘harrying of the north’.

Other measures taken by the king were also mentioned by candidates who played down the seriousness
of the rebellions, such as the use of castles. This point was often less effectively supported. It had
greater impact when candidates cited specific examples of the castles built by the king, such as those
like Warwick and Nottingham associated with the earliest stages of the Conquest. Other candidates
highlighted the localised nature of each rebellion, which worked against their chances of success. Those
candidates who attempted to argue that the defeated Anglo-Saxons lacked a suitable figurehead to rally
around neglected to mention Edgar Atheling and the strength of his claim to the throne.

In Exemplar 3, there is explanation of the rebellions with reasonably detailed knowledge. It includes a
less developed judgement which allows for a mark in the lower end of Level 5.
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Exemplar 3
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Exemplar 3 is a Level 5 response which has generally detailed knowledge and a substantiated
judgement. Some elements of the knowledge are weaker, but there is reasonable understanding of the
rebellions themselves and the issue in the question. Its judgement is reflective of a Level 5 response.
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