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Introduction 

Our examinersô reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidatesô performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidatesô performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Paper 1 series overview 

Y101 is one of thirteen units in Paper 1 for the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an 

extended period of History of about fifty years through an Enquiries or source-based question and a 

traditional essay question. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A, candidates have to 

answer a compulsory source question based on four written primary sources. The question requires 

them to use all four sources to assess the validity of a view. In Section B, candidates are required to 

answer one essay question from a choice of two.   

To do well on Section A, candidates need to be able to consider both provenance of the sources and 

apply contextual knowledge to them in order to reach a judgement about the sources in relation to the 

issue in the question. The judgement should be based on an evaluation of the reliability of the evidence 

given, not on the topic or contextual knowledge. To reach Level 6, a judgement should be made at the 

end of the analysis of each source, with an overall judgement in the conclusion.   

To do well on Section B, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed supporting 

knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels, candidates will need to assess the issues they discuss 

and reach a supported judgement at least in the conclusion. To reach Level 6 candidates should also 

make an overall judgement as well as interim judgements when assessing each factor.  

 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

¶ considered the provenance of the source(s) 

and used relevant contextual knowledge 

¶ clearly linked the contextual knowledge to the 

source being discussed to show whether the 

view of the source was valid or not 

¶ reached an overall judgement as to the extent 

to which the sources supported the view in the 

question 

¶ discussed at least two issues in depth in 

answering the essay question 

¶ gave supporting detail that was both accurate 

and relevant to the question set, not just the 

topic 

¶ reached a supported judgement about the 

issue in the question 

¶ made a series of interim judgements about the 

issues discussed in relation to the question. 

¶ did not consider both the provenance and use 

contextual knowledge to evaluate the sources 

¶ wrote an unbalanced response in their 

treatment of the sources, with very little 

consideration of one of the sources 

¶ reached a judgement based on their 

knowledge rather than the sources 

¶ showed a poor understanding of the major 

issues relevant to the essay 

¶ were unable to support their response with 

relevant material 

¶ did not focus on the precise wording of the 

question 

¶ made unsupported comments about issues 

which were assertions. 
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Section A overview 

There is one compulsory question in this section. This question requires candidates to critically assess 

evidence and reach judgements. The critical evaluation of sources is the central theme in this section 

with all marks given against AO2.   

The Enquiry section in Paper Y101 is focused on the seriousness of the threat posed to Alfredôs power 

by the Vikings. 

 

Question 1  

Many candidates showed a good understanding of the events described in the sources, particularly 

those in Source A which led to Alfred seeking refuge in the marshlands at Athelney.  

Candidates were able to draw on a range of contextual knowledge to support their analysis of the 

sources, including: the battle at Chippenham in 878 from where Alfred was forced to flee; the links 

between the Viking bands in England and those operating in France on the Loire and the Seine; Alfredôs 

military reforms, particularly his development of the navy; and his treaties with Guthrum.  

In some responses, such as in Exemplar 1, the level of contextual knowledge used was high, which 

helped to demonstrate sound understanding of the issue in the question. The handling of provenance 

was not as effective. Asser, in A, was generally well known. His close links to Alfred were often cited, as 

well as his consecration as bishop of Sherborne in the 890s. In some responses, Asserôs life of Alfred 

was described as ópropagandaô intended to persuade a Welsh audience of the kingôs suitability as a 

ruler. Judgements on the source therefore varied, with some candidates suggesting that its record of 

Alfredôs flight recommended its reliability, while others suggested that this low point was included 

deliberately to accentuate Alfredôs subsequent military successes.  

By comparison, the provenance of B and C was explored less effectively. Some simply commented on 

the date attached to each source, concluding that since they were written long after the events, they 

were unreliable. Others noted that both authors were monks and so their accounts could only be truthful 

and unbiased. In some responses, candidates noted that Florence, in B, might have written nostalgically 

about Alfredôs reign if he had Anglo-Saxon heritage. The same, however, could not be said about William 

of Malmesbury, in C, since by his own admission (not in the source), he came from mixed (Norman and 

Anglo-Saxon) heritage. Knowledge of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicleôs provenance and its likely ties to 

Alfredôs court were often commented on. It, too, like A, was generally seen as being written in favour of 

the king.  

Reasonable evaluation of the sources can be seen in Exemplar 1. Its mark in Level 5 reflects the high 

level of knowledge noted above, as well as the attempts at evaluating the provenance of the sources. It 

is also reflective of the judgement in the final paragraph which is based on the provenance of the 

sources. For a higher mark in Level 5, or a mark in Level 6, more judgement is needed throughout the 

response. 
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Exemplar 1 

 

  



A Level History A - Y101/01 - Summer 2024 Examinersô report 

 7 © OCR 2024 

 

  



A Level History A - Y101/01 - Summer 2024 Examinersô report 

 8 © OCR 2024 

 

  



A Level History A - Y101/01 - Summer 2024 Examinersô report 

 9 © OCR 2024 

 

  



A Level History A - Y101/01 - Summer 2024 Examinersô report 

 10 © OCR 2024 

 

  



A Level History A - Y101/01 - Summer 2024 Examinersô report 

 11 © OCR 2024 

Exemplar 1 is an example of a Level 5 response to this question. It includes some source evaluation, 

using provenance and relevant knowledge of the historical context relating to each one, although 

comments might be more developed. There is a judgement ï albeit a less developed one ï which refers 

to the provenance of A (Asser). 



A Level History A - Y101/01 - Summer 2024 Examinersô report 

 12 © OCR 2024 

Assessment for learning 

 

Candidates should focus on how far the sources support the view in the question rather than 

simply explaining each source in light of the issue.  

 

Assessment for learning 

 

Judgements need to reference the provenance of each source if they are to be developed 

fully, rather than simply noting whether each source supports the view or not.  
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Section B overview 

Candidates are required to answer one essay from a choice of two. Each question is taken from a 

different Key Topic and requires candidates to weigh up the importance of a range of factors or issues.  

 

Question 2*  

The question allowed for what often proved to be detailed discussion of several key aspects of Edwardôs 

reign, including the revolt of Æthelwold, his relationship with Æthelflæd and Mercia, and his extension of 

the network of burhs.  

All three factors were often used as evidence for the extensiveness of Edwardôs power by 924. The 

revolt of Æthelwold, for example, was discussed as the first obstacle overcome by Edward as he sought 

to consolidate his power in the early part of his reign. More was said about Mercia, with many candidates 

referring to how Edward was able to extend his power over the region, although some cited contested 

evidence concerning the rule of Æthelflæd and her husband Æthelred which countered this view. 

Edwardôs extension of the network of burhs, particularly in northern England, was usually seen as a 

manifestation of his power. Edwardôs success in asserting his power over the Vikings in both the north 

and the south of the kingdom was also noted in some responses, as was the submission of the Welsh 

kings.  

Candidates needed to discuss several factors, using detailed knowledge, in order to reach a 

substantiated judgement. This can be seen in Exemplar 2, where the response culminates in an effective 

judgement linked to the question. There is also judgement elsewhere in this response, such as at the 

end of the penultimate paragraph, which pushed the mark into Level 6. 
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Exemplar 2 
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