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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Paper 4 series overview 

Overall, the performance of candidates seemed slightly better than the 2023 cohort, and there were 

more Level 5 answers in response both to the 15-mark questions and to the essays than in recent years. 

The candidates developed perceptive responses, showing the depth of their knowledge and in many 

cases a wonderful engagement with these often challenging ancient texts. 

The responses to the shorter comprehension and translation questions were normally excellent. 

Candidates had prepared very well in advance and knew the material in detail. At the top end, the ability 

to identify complex literary and structural techniques was superb, and the examiners were delighted to 

see the close, focused way in which the candidates commented on the impact of the language on an 

audience’s enjoyment and appreciation. 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• used English effectively and were able to 
communicate their ideas in clear and 
meaningful ways through their choice of 
language 

• structured their responses logically and clearly 

• showed a very good grasp of the meaning of 
the Greek and a detailed understanding of the 
context and themes underpinning the 
language 

• used an impressive range of literary 
techniques and technical terminology to 
assess the impact of the language on an 
audience 

• were able to evaluate the effects of the writers’ 
literary and structural techniques 

• quoted the Greek succinctly and commented 
on the writer’s use of specific words and 
phrases in a granular, precise manner 

• covered the full extract in 15-mark questions, 
starting at the beginning and working through 
to the end 

• referred to stylistic features of poetry, since 
this is a verse set text paper – enjambement, 
emphatic word positioning, caesura, end stop 
all contribute to the powerful effects of the 
texts 

• discussed writers’ techniques that highlight the 
sounds of words – metre, types of alliteration, 
assonance, sibilance – which reflected their 
understanding of the performative and aural 
ways in which a contemporary audience are 
likely to have been exposed to the texts 

• considered the very different potential 
responses of a contemporary ancient audience 
and those of a modern audience. 

• seemed to find it difficult to express their ideas 
in sufficient detail or depth – writing too little 
tended to be the biggest factor leading to 
student underperformance on this paper 

• did not know the texts well enough to be able 
to analyse them in detail or select particular 
pieces of information from them 

• tended to paraphrase the Greek rather than 
analyse the writer’s use of stylistic techniques 

• limited their stylistic commentary to basic 
literary features, such as word positioning 
within a line (typically at the start or end of a 
line), the use of superlatives and attributing a 
great deal of significance to particles such as 

τε … καὶ…. rather than anything more 

complex 

• selected particular parts of an extract in 15-
mark commentary questions without covering 
the entire passage adequately 

• responded to lower-tariff questions by writing 
out large sections of translation rather than 
identifying specific answers, including 
explanations or expanding on the points in any 
way 

• attempted to save time or effort by answering 
lower-tariff questions using bullet points and 
particularly brief one-word / short phrase 
responses when more detail or explanation 
was needed 

• seemed to find it difficult to explain or expand 
on their often very valid points: 15-mark and 
20-mark questions award marks specifically for 
detail and elucidation rather than brevity. 
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Section A overview 

The responses to the Section A texts were strong, reflecting a solid knowledge base and some excellent 

skills. There were two distinct approaches taken to answering these questions: the most common was 

working through the passage chronologically, line by line, while other candidates instead chose to take a 

thematic approach identifying unifying ideas (such as the role of the Suitors and Telemachus’ character 

in Question 1 (c) and divine intervention, Ajax’s motivation and his manic actions in Question 2 (a)). 

Either way, most candidates covered the main features of content and language well.  

In general, however, the responses that worked systematically through the extract tended to score more 

highly than thematic-style answers because they were less likely to omit key lines and points.  

Misconception 

 

In a 15-mark question in this paper, working methodically through an extract almost line by 

line is never a bad approach. The complex, multi-faceted language used by Homer, 

Sophocles and Aristophanes means that there will always be plenty to say.  

By responding to the question in this way, candidates can demonstrate their ability to identify 

the development of a particular idea or theme as the extract continues. They will also gain 

marks for full coverage of the passage – omitting sections of the text is the most common 

reason for candidates to lose marks in this style of question. 

A methodical approach can be particularly helpful for less confident students who may not 

know where to start, particularly in the stressful context of an examination hall. Just knowing 

that they should begin at the beginning and work carefully through the passage may be 

reassuring. 
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Assessment for learning 

 

15-mark questions assess a candidate’s ability to ‘Critically analyse, evaluate and respond to 

literature’ (H444 specification). Other than knowing how to translate the Greek text, the ability 

to discuss an extract in a detailed and exploratory way is the single most important skill that 

any candidate can demonstrate in this paper. 

The examiners are in no doubt that candidates are very well prepared for their examinations 

by their teachers, and also that students of A Level Classical Greek are academically very 

able. However, less confident candidates might benefit from developing greater confidence in 

their analytical skills for 15-mark questions:  

• avoiding a narrative response 

• working forensically by looking at individual words and specific phrases 

• considering the poet’s use of literary and structural features 

• in each case highlighting the impact that the words, phrases and features may have on an 
audience. 

Providing students with checklists of literary and structural techniques and encouraging a 

class to identify them and evaluate their effects may seem too basic for A Level Greek 

students; it is clear from the responses in this year’s cohort that there are a huge proportion of 

candidates who enjoy textual analysis and the challenge of coming up with their own creative 

ideas in the spur of the moment. However, less confident students may appreciate a degree 

of A Level-appropriate scaffolding; expecting a class to expand their knowledge of critical 

terminology from GCSE English to more advanced techniques such as periphrasis, mimesis, 

prolepsis, syntactical parallelism and tmesis may enrich the understanding of any student and 

give them a greater appreciation of the ancient poets’ skills. 
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Question 1 (a) 

This was answered well, and most candidates achieved 5 or 4 marks. The most common errors were 

mistranslation of οἷον and omission of μάλα. 

 

Question 1 (b)  

This question appeared more challenging as candidates had to show understanding of the features of 

xenia and pick out relevant examples from the passage. However, most candidates rose to the challenge 

very well and identified and explained the elements of xenia impressively. Some were only able to 

identify three or four examples but many scored 6 marks, and the most thorough responses included 

explanations about the types of xenia and cultural expectations that they were able to identify in the 

extract. Although in responses such as this it was clearly tempting to simply use bullet points, the 

examiners far preferred a brief discussion of the chosen features of xenia to a simple list, as expanding 

on their ideas enabled candidates to show off their understanding of the ancient world effectively. 
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Question 1 (c)* 

Higher scoring responses referred to all three paragraphs and most candidates were able to do this. 

Most picked out the references to boastful and confident speaking in line 3 and many candidates were 

able to work through Telemachus’ speech and show how he responded with subtlety to Antinous’ earlier 

retort. The references to the benefits of kingship were well discussed and some answers referenced and 

explained the subtle and ironic tone of Telemachus’ comments. Eurymachus’ concession to Telemachus’ 

assertions of kingship over Ithaca was also well covered by many candidates. Many made sensible 

attempts to analyse language looking at the powerful effects here of word order, repetition, litotes, direct 

speech and enjambement in particular. 

Candidates’ responses tended to be detailed and well structured, beginning with a clear but brief 

introduction and then working logically through the extract before drawing the ideas together into a 

conclusion. Those candidates who explained their points, including phrases such as ‘showing that…’ 

were able to add evaluation and impact to their ideas.  
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The examiners were expecting comments on stylistic techniques such as litotes, emphatic word choice, 

word positioning, periphrasis, patronymics and sibilance, and that the candidates would use them to 

consider the likely tone and feel of the extract. Carefully linking points back to the question, such as 

adding phrases such as ‘…to underline the force of his argument’ or ‘… displays a greater sense of 

confidence…’ improved the structure and clarity of the responses.  
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Question 2 (a)*  

In the commentaries on this question there were some good discussions of such features as 

stichomythia, the conditional clause that has been reversed for effect in line 7, the word order of line 9, 

the oxymoron in line 14 and the combination of graphic vocabulary and harsh sounds in line 18. Again, 

most candidates knew the passage well and engaged with the question effectively. 

Successful responses combined clear language and communication of ideas with excellent stylistic 

analysis. When a candidate identifies a particular stylistic technique, they invariably outline its effect on 

the audience, such as a reference to the impact of stichomythia or Sophocles’ particular word choices. 

Style points include metaphor, the placement, choice and order of words and the use of alliteration, and 

the candidate comments on the effect of these features on the audience in light of the question. 
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Question 2 (b)  

Mostly translated very well. The most common error was the omission of σοι. 

 

Question 2 (c)  

Most candidates scored 5 or 6 marks for this question. The passage was quite difficult, but candidates 

understood the premise of the question and were able to pick out relevant detail. More successful 

responses were made up of statements in the candidate’s own words; less successful responses 

basically relied heavily on a translation of the Greek, leaving the examiners to select salient points to 

award the marks.  
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Section B overview 

Candidates typically responded very well to the extracts in this section and demonstrated some 

impressive analytical skills. Successful responses made thorough, in-depth reference to the text at all 

times and included accurate translations of the Greek whenever it was quoted. To gain full marks in the 

shorter, lower-tariff questions, candidates should make full use of each line of a given extract, thus 

ensuring that they do not omit key points. 

 

Question 3 (a)  

This was answered well and most scored full marks. Ideally, candidates should answer in their own 

words rather than simply write out a lengthy translation of the extract, but they were not penalised for 

doing so. 
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Question 3 (b)  

The passage was well known by virtually everyone and most scored full marks. A few candidates missed 

out λίπ᾽ ‘richly’. 

 

Question 3 (c)  

This question was a little more demanding as it required making a link between the epic simile and the 

situation described. Some candidates provided only a virtual translation but still received full or almost 

full marks as the details about Nausicaa and the maids at the start and end of the passage were enough 

to gain sufficient credit. Those candidates that delved deeper into the simile made appropriate links. 
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Question 3 (d)*  

The quality of responses to this question were particularly strong. Candidates were well engaged and 

picked out many of Odysseus’ positive features – his modesty and embarrassment at his nudity and 

general griminess, his heroic features, his beauty enhanced by Athene. Candidates backed up their 

points with good and often perceptive analysis of language and content. The double-loaded epic simile 

was a good discriminator: the best answers offered perceptive ideas on the specific effects of the 

comparisons to hyacinth petals, gold over silver and the artisan’s divine inspiration. Several strong 

responses focused on the slow-motion way in which Homer depicts Odysseus cleaning himself of brine, 

revealing his true beauty. Candidates were expected to consider the impact that Odysseus’ changed 

appearance clearly had on Nausicaa. 

Candidates tended to do well if they worked systematically thorough the extract and commented in detail 

on the stylistic features of the Greek that make this such an enduring passage. The logical ‘golden 

thread’ of the response was highlighted by use of an introduction and conclusion. 
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Question 4 (a)  

Most responses scored very good marks in answer to this question. Marks were slightly more variable in 

comparison to the other translations on the paper, and some candidates seemed to struggle to 

remember certain parts of the translation, although everyone provided accurate translation of at least two 

or three lines. 
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Question 4 (b)  

As in Question 4 (a), marks were slightly more variable in comparison to similar questions on the paper. 

The question was clear and straightforward to interpret; perhaps some candidates did not know the 

material quite so well. There were a number of points that could be made in response to this question 

(10 in the mark scheme), so candidates who worked through the lines and effectively paraphrased their 

meanings were rewarded for their methodical approach. 

 

Question 4 (c)  

Virtually all candidates scored full marks in answering this question. The mark scheme was generous 

and the list of those that supposedly hated Ajax in particular provided ample opportunity to secure 

marks. 
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Question 4 (d)*  

Most candidates coped with this question well. Many discussed effectively Ajax’s cruelty in making 

Eurysaces view the carnage he had created and expecting him to adopt his ways, and the more 

reflective content and tone of the middle part of the passage was also commented upon. The most 

successful responses picked out and analysed a range of linguistic techniques as well as content and 

the passage offered many opportunities to do this.   

In many cases, less successful responses included a number of excellent points but simply did not 

capitalise on them. Candidates could have done this by explaining and evaluating the point clearly, 

translating all quotations and considering the effect of the point in light of the question. As an example, 

some candidates focused on small, easy words such as μὴ … οὐκ and used them to demonstrate the 

negativity in Ajax’s approach without referring to other more challenging words or phrases in the extract 

that could have stressed this valid idea more effectively. 
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High quality answers commented on this extract as a piece of live theatre and thus reinforce an 

understanding of the visual as well as the verbal impact of the scene. They considered the tone of Ajax’s 

words as well as simply their meaning, which enables the reader to gain a greater understanding of his 

character in the extract. Reference to linguistic and literary techniques such as Sophocles’ use of the 

optative mood, litotes, tautology, word positioning and repetition for effect were crucial here. Successful 

responses included frequent reference to the Greek, which should in every case be translated for clarity.  

 

Question 5 (a)  

This extract was usually accurately translated, and in many cases the candidates took care to make their 

translations as fluent and colloquial as possible. 

 

  



A Level Classical Greek - H444/04 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report 

 

 19 © OCR 2024 

Question 5 (b)  

There was a very wide range of points available for these marks and most candidates secured 4 marks 

on this question, showing a detailed understanding of the challenging text. 

 

Question 5 (c)  

Candidates were expected to show a direct comparison between Strepsiades and his wife, and in most 

cases they were able to do so with accuracy and clarity. 
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Question 5 (d)*  

Most candidates knew this passage well and were therefore able to dig deeper into the content and 

stylistic features of the Greek in order to answer the question. Pleasingly, many showed awareness of 

the subtleties of Aristophanes’ use of language as well as discussing other features of this scene. Points 

relating to the humour created by the contrast of the two characters, the visual nature of the scene and 

the satirical tone and content were often very well made.    

Scripts that focused carefully on the question being asked were more successful than those that 

provided a narrative account of the extract. Careful reference to the text is important and candidates 

should translate the Greek selected for quotation. Responses should make clear reference both to the 

contemporary 5th century BC context as well as the more specific staging of Clouds. Aristophanic 

techniques such as the use of neologisms, diminutives, imagery, word play, contrast, juxtaposition, 

polyptoton and tricolon were discussed and their comic effects identified. 
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Section C overview 

The majority of essays were completed to a particularly high standard, and the examiners were very 

impressed by both the candidates’ knowledge of the wider texts and their means of conveying that 

understanding through effective essay writing techniques. Most candidates did not waste time retelling 

the story of their set text, thereby avoiding a response that only achieved a maximum of 10 marks (the 

ones available for AO2). 

Candidates were expected to structure their responses to the 20-mark questions carefully and to include 

an introduction that outlined the aims of the essay and a conclusion that drew the ideas together at the 

close. Within the main body of the essay, there was no expectation for candidates to quote directly from 

the English text, although many did. What was required was a clear line of argument that ran from start 

to finish with examples provided to support the various ideas under discussion. As with the 15-mark 

responses, less successful essays tended to be too brief and candidates did not expand on some points 

that would have had real potential, had they been explained adequately. 

 

Question 6* 

This question was one that the candidates clearly enjoyed answering. Many wrote at length and in an 

engaged fashion, balancing the positives and negatives of Nausicaa’s experience. Many wrote well 

about the challenges she faced regarding marriage and her reputation and sensitively analysed her 

mature response to being faced with a vulnerable Odysseus in a remote setting. This was balanced with 

discussion of the benefits of being a princess in the idyllic land of Phaeacia; successful responses 

included an explanation of the locus amoenus topos that is so evident in books 6 and 7 of The Odyssey. 

Other popular areas for discussion included the importance of gender in Nausicaa’s role and the 

significance of perceived societal opinions. 

The examiners were expecting some degree of argumentation in the essay – those candidates who 

made the assumption that Nausicaa’s wealth precluded her from any challenges tended to do less well 

than those who recognised that although money and prestige can help most situations, they can’t solve 

all problems. Many candidates chose to compare Nausicaa’s experience of growing up with Telemachus’ 

and their essays were all the richer for that additional dimension to the topic. 

Exemplar 1 below is clearly structured and includes a detailed introduction that outlines the direction in 

which the essay will go. The candidate makes sure throughout that they link their response to the 

question and does this overtly. They are able to demonstrate an understanding of societal mores in the 

heroic world through making careful references to other parts of the text that do not appear on the paper. 

Particularly valuable points include the potential symbolism of the girls throwing off their veils and the 

detailed discussion of Nausicaa’s rhetorical confidence. This response was deemed worthy of full marks. 
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Exemplar 1 
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Question 7*  

This question required a clear definition of heroism as a basis for discussion. Some candidates 

intelligently balanced Homeric and modern attitudes, while others discussed a purely Homeric model. 

Less successful responses did not show a clear idea of what heroism is and so did not go into enough 

depth of discussion. Several answers perceptively identified a difference between the outdated Homeric 

ideals of heroism as exemplified by Ajax and the more nuanced, progressive 5th century attitudes of a 

character like Odysseus. Most responses were fully engaged, and many were able to balance the 

nobility of Ajax’s ideals with his failure to live up to them, as well as showing how other characters had 

heroic sensibility despite their status or gender.  

Exemplar 2 below (which scored 20 marks) maintains that the concept of heroism is extremely nuanced 

– a positive in some contexts but a negative in others. The candidate shows a clear understanding of the 

play’s Homeric overtones and contrasts Ajax’s glorious past with his pathos-filled present. The essay 

considers the damage that heroism can do through a subjective perception of honour and outlines the 

consequences that the misguided pursuit of such honour can have on a hero’s family and friends. 
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Exemplar 2 
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Question 8 

This essay question was typically answered well. Responses identified a range of serious messages and 

showed sensitivity to their satirical presentation. Virtually all answers showed a good understanding of 

Aristophanes’ comic techniques and were able to provide concrete examples from the text as illustration. 

As a response that was awarded full marks, Exemplar 3 below includes all the key features required in a 

strong Aristophanes essay: the candidate outlines Aristophanes’ primary purpose as entertainment and 

over the course of the response includes a wide range of types of humour, ranging from physical 

comedy and scatological jokes to word play and contemporary political references. The essay highlights 

particular themes that could be considered serious were they not depicted by Aristophanes – inter-

generational conflict and the dangers inherent in sophistic discourse. The candidate is able to 

demonstrate a strong grasp of contemporary Athenian society and illustrates their reading of the whole 

play through a range of examples. 

Exemplar 3  
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