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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper 3 series overview

The standard of the 2024 cohort was extremely high and examiners saw a number of excellent scripts
where candidates had clearly been taught exceptionally well. Candidates who knew the prose texts in
detail produced work of a very high standard. As last year, the 15 mark commentaries and the 20 mark
essay were what differentiated the excellent from the very good. It was felt that all candidates had been
able to access the paper and produce work that was reflective of their ability.

While examiners appreciate that there is significant pressure on time within the exam, there were some
scripts where handwriting was extremely difficult to read. It is worth considering if candidates might
benefit from typing their answers where arrangements allow.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally:

generally:

¢ dealt with the whole of the Greek passage on
the 15 mark question

¢ wrote in detail for each extended question,
explaining their ideas in depth

¢ had a good working knowledge of the Greek
and were able to evaluate its meaning

¢ used frequent quotations from the texts in
order to support the points they made

¢ considered the effects of particular literary
techniques on the audience

didn’t focus on the whole of the passage —
answers sometimes lacked the full range

wrote too briefly on the extended questions

weren’t as secure in their knowledge of the
Greek

didn’t base their answers on quotation from the
text — some 15 markers contained very little
Greek quotation

focused too much on alliteration where
sometimes the repeated letter might just be a

¢ included English translations of each Greek coincidence

quotation e omitted a conclusion on the 20 mark question.

e avoided leaving gaps in their responses but
made sensible guesses at questions they did
not already know.
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Section A overview

Candidates clearly knew both texts very well and produced a number of excellent answers. The Level 5
answers tended to have more precise evaluation especially on the language of the passages.

Question 1 (a)

1 Read the following passage and answer the questions.

Iltem removed due to third party copyright restrictions

(@) O pev Nikiag ... aodpadwe éxmAgvoal (lines 1-3): what does Thucydides claim Nicias thought
might happen as a result of his speech? [3]

This question was answered extremely well with most candidates achieving 3 marks here. There is no
need to quote the Greek in response to this type of question.

Question 1 (b)*

(b)* ot d¢ 10 pév émbupovy ... novxiav nyev (lines 3-13): how does Thucydides emphasise that
Nicias’ speech had the opposite effect to the one he wanted?

You should refer to both the content and to the language of the passage. [15]

There were lots of extremely good responses here. There was some sophisticated analysis especially on
the effect of Nicias’ speech. It is important that candidates answer the question being asked. At times on
all the 15 markers, it felt like lower performing candidates were sometimes just listing ideas from the
commentary rather than making a series of points which answered the question.

Exemplar 1 shows a candidate making perceptive points using well-chosen examples. Although this
response isn’'t perfect, it was still awarded full marks.
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Question 1 (c)

(c) xaitéAog ... PovAgvoorto (lines 14-17): how does Thucydides demonstrate that high-ranking
generals such as Nicias could still be put under pressure by ordinary people? [4]

This question was again done extremely well. There were lots of good responses that covered the key
details concisely and accurately. Some candidates wrote at great length with Greek quotation and this

wasn’t necessary here.
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Question 1 (d)

(d) Translate 6oa pévtot ... mAéoawv (lines 18-22).

Write your translation on alternate lines. [5]

Most translations were very accurate — candidates that gained 4 marks tended to lose their last mark
through a careless mistake such as an omission rather than a lack of knowledge. The gerundive

METOTEUTITENG Was not always clearly rendered.

Question 2 (a)

2 Read the following passage and answer the questions.

Iltem removed due to third party copyright restrictions

(a) Tavta einwv ... ODoEiv- (lines 1-2): explain what makes Aristophanes’ comparisons effective. [4]

Candidates answered this question extremely well — the best responses did this concisely and
accurately. Where there was an omission, it tended to be the idea that Zeus is cutting people in half and
this was key to explaining the comparison.

Question 2 (b)
(b) tOVv AMOAAW ... éxéAcvev (lines 3-5): what did Zeus tell Apollo to do, and why? [3]

This was answered extremely well.

8 © OCR 2024
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Question 2 (c)*

(c)* 0 0¢ 10 e MEoowToV ... AAANAwVY moLely (lines 6-16): what makes this an engaging account of
what happened to the human race?

You should refer both to the content and to the language of the passage [15]

As with 1(b), it's important that candidates explain why something is engaging rather than just presenting
statements as fact, e.g. ‘it is engaging that Aristophanes compares Apollo to a shoemaker’. The best
responses had clearly planned their answer and used the Greek quotations and analysis to answer the

question.

Exemplar 2 achieved 10 out of 15. This makes a number of good points but lacks the range of points
necessary to gain higher marks.

Exemplar 2
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Question 2 (d)
(d) Translate kai omote ... gic 10 mpoolev (lines 17-20).

Write your translation on alternate lines.

[5]

This translation was done extremely well.
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Section B overview

Candidates clearly knew the texts extremely well and generally answered the short questions accurately
and concisely. It's worth noting that the 15 markers rely on analysis of the Greek text and therefore every
paragraph in a commentary should be focused on the Greek text and be primarily devoted to analysing a
quotation.

Question 3 (a)

3 Read the following passages and answer the questions.

Iltem removed due to third party copyright restrictions

(a) AAxiPadnc o¢ ... ameADetv (lines 1-2): what does Alcibiades want to avoid? [2]

Most candidates answered this very well. Some weaker responses mixed up the points e.g. setting out
shamefully.

Question 3 (b)

(b) &AM’ éc ... éoeoBau (lines 2-7): how does Alcibiades try to show that his proposal has been
carefully planned? [4]

This question was answered very well — candidates often gave 5 or 6 creditable points.

Question 3 (¢)

(c) moooayayouévoug ... émxewoety (lines 7-8): when should the Athenians attack Syracuse and
Selinus? [2]

This was less well done with lower performing candidates sometimes struggling to explain the second
point.

12 © OCR 2024
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Question 3 (d)
(d) Translate Aapaxoc d¢ ... paAAov (lines 10-14).

Write your translation on alternate lines. [5]

This translation was generally done well although a couple of areas caused some problems. Ttpog TA

TtOAeL was not always rendered correctly and some candidates made 10 y&p mp@tov onwards refer to
a specific army rather than a general statement.

Question 3 (e)*

Iltem removed due to third party copyright restrictions

(e)* How does Thucydides convey the fear and uncertainty which was driving the Athenian
investigations?

You should refer both to the content and to the language of the passage. [15]

This was generally well done. Something worth noting is that alliteration may not be the best thing to
focus on in this paper. Examiners saw several examples of so-called alliteration which didn’t really add
anything stylistically to the argument. Just because two words start with the same letter doesn’t always
mean it's a deliberate alliteration. Candidates might be better advised to think about the choice and
positioning of the words that the writer is using in the text.

13 © OCR 2024
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Question 4 (a)

4 Read the following passages and answer the questions.

Iltem removed due to third party copyright restrictions

(@) pr totvuv ... tovTow (lines 1-4): explain Diotima’s argument here. [4]

This was done very well.

Question 4 (b)

(b) xatpnv ... ovdE Oeov etvar (lines 5-9): how does Diotima persuade Socrates to challenge his
own thinking? [4]

This was again done very well with some students analysing her techniques extremely well.

Question 4 (c)

(c) Translate tivec oUtot ... ovk Eywy’,” Epnv (lines 10-15).

Write your translation on alternate lines. [5]

This translation was done extremely well.

14 © OCR 2024
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Question 4 (d)*

Iltem removed due to third party copyright restrictions

(d)* How convincingly does Diotima present her explanation of Love as being between wisdom and
ignorance?

You should refer both to the content and to the language of the passage. [15]

Plato, Symposium 204a-b

Question 4(d) was done very well. Candidates generally assessed the arguments extremely
perceptively.

The most successful responses explained how each stage of the passage built an argument noting how
the rhetorical features helped to compel agreement/clarify the stages.

15 © OCR 2024
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Question 5 (a)

5 Read the following passage and answer the questions.

Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions

(a) mowmv ... mapeADetlv kait érmdovvau (lines 1-4): how does Plutarch suggest that Alcibiades took
advantage of a lucky opportunity to gain popularity? [4]

This was answered very well.

Question 5 (b)

(b) Tov d¢ dOnuov ... @ AAkPuadn yevéobau (lines 4-8): what caused Alcibiades to be grateful to
Antiochus? [4]

This was again answered very well. Candidates who lost marks here or on 5(a) generally did so only
through not giving enough detail. For 4 marks, there need to be 4 points.

Question 5 (c)*

(c)* peyalac ... diaokomovpevog (lines 9-20): how positively does Plutarch present the skills and
character of Alcibiades?

You should refer both to the content and to the language of the passage [15]

This question was well handled by the vast majority of candidates. There was some really good
perceptive analysis especially on perceived reservations within the text.

Question 5 (d)
(d) Translate aid’ immotodiat ... prAotipiav (lines 21-25).

Write your translation on alternate lines. [5]

The translation was well done. Some candidates struggled with how to translate kol T( TARBeL

16 © OCR 2024
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Section C overview

There was a range of marks across the essays and while most candidates had an excellent knowledge
of the texts, weaker essays tended to be dominated by factual content at the expense of analysis and
answering the question. The best essays answered the question throughout the essay and had clearly
planned their answer making sure that their AO2 content was well-chosen and appropriate. There were a
number of essays that had clearly run out of time and were unfinished.

Assessment for learning

@ An essay with a conclusion and a clear ending is likely to score better than the same essay

with an extra paragraph and no conclusion. It's worth candidates spending the last 5 minutes
of the exam bringing their essay to a close with a conclusion rather than trying to cram in an
extra paragraph.

Question 6*

6* ‘A clear demonstration of the strengths of Athenian democracy, debate and decision-making.’

How well does this summarise the sections of Thucydides’ Histories which you have read? [20]

It was clear to examiners that candidates had a good knowledge of the Histories and wrote well on the
different politicians presented within the text as well as making comparisons with the tyranny. The best
responses used paragraphs to present a range of ideas supported by the text. Weaker responses
sometimes felt like a summary of the Histories that attempted to answer the question at the end of the
essay.

Question 7*

7*  ‘Plato’s Symposium contains sensible and well-argued philosophy.’

To what extent do you agree with this view? [20]

There were a number of perceptive and evaluative essays here. The best ones had clearly spent time
planning and focused their discussion on the key words of ‘sensible’ and ‘well-argued’. The best essays
looked at both sides of the argument and produced interesting ideas on the sensible side of
Aristophanes. As with the other questions, having an essay completed with a conclusion undoubtedly
increased the mark.

Exemplar 3 is an example of a decent essay that scored 15 out of 20 marks. To have accessed the
marks in the highest band, the AO2 needed to be more precise and the AO3 evaluation needed a little
more perception and close focus on the key ideas.

17 © OCR 2024
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Question 8*

8* ‘Plutarch’s main aim in his Life of Alcibiades was to entertain, rather than to write accurate and
balanced biography.’

How far do you agree? [20]

It was clear that the majority of candidates here had an excellent knowledge of the text and the majority
of essays contained excellent AO2 content on the life of Alcibiades. However the best essays were

where the candidates had again planned their answer and used the factual information to support ideas
on ‘entertain’ and ‘accurate/balanced’. This meant that their essays answered the question throughout.
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