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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Paper 2 series overview 

This is the Comprehension or Prose Composition paper. Candidates choose which of the two options to 

answer. Very occasionally a candidate answers both; in such a case both responses are marked, and 

the higher mark is given in accordance with the rubric. 

Once again Comprehension was the more popular option: 43% chose Prose Composition, the same 

proportion as last year. 

In general, handwriting was acceptable and appears to improve year on year. Candidates should be 

reminded that where the Greek letters written (especially breathings) are ambiguous, Benefit of the 

Doubt is not guaranteed. This notably applies to the regular question that asks to identify a verb: a 

missing breathing is a missing letter. (Accents, however, are not required.) Similarly, in Prose 

Composition, a missing breathing will be penalised as a slight error like any other spelling mistake; each 

year a small number of scripts show only rough breathings or no breathings at all. 

Following the approach of previous years, on both this paper and Paper 1, examiners made reference to 

the Defined Vocabulary Lists for both GCSE and AS when making choices about what to accept, and 

what alternative meanings to expect. This is not because either list is prescribed for A Level, but 

because examiners consider the lists to represent a scope of knowledge that an A Level candidate is 

expected to surpass substantially. In the comments below, ‘GCSE’ and ‘AS’ indicate that a word appears 

on those lists. The intention is constructive: to help centres and candidates by drawing attention to Greek 

words that significant numbers of candidates find difficult to pin down even after some years of study, 

most especially where more than one distinct meaning may be in use. 

Examiners noted in particular that for many candidates, it would be worth directing effort towards certain 

words and confusions that may well have been troubling them since GCSE: αἰτιάομαι (AS) / αἰτέω 

(GCSE), for example, or the different cases that follow common prepositions. Especially with 

conjunctions and prepositions, the benefit can be disproportionate to the time spent compared with (for 

example) learning nouns and adjectives. Teachers are encouraged, as one suggestion, to make a habit 

of testing new noun vocabulary alongside common prepositions, and verbs alongside adverbs, etc. 

Assessment for learning 

 

Confusion of prepositions and their following cases can cause havoc for comprehension. 

Many grammar books offer common phrases illustrating these, arranged in informative groups 

(e.g., κατὰ τοὺς νόμους alongside παρὰ τοὺς νόμους) which can stick in the memory better 

than a dry ‘κατά + acc’; consider allocating these for learning, or indeed keeping lists of uses 

of preposition encountered in set texts, which again might bring lasting recall. 
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Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

comprehension:  

• made use of the thorough English introduction 

and kept track of the story 

• appeared to recognise the genre of a legal 

speech, and so noticed the significance of 

words such as οὗτοι and μάρτυραι 

• gave clear grammatical explanations that 

identified important connected words 

• when quoting Greek, remembered to write 

breathings 

prose composition:  

• made sensible choices about combining or 

subordinating English phrases, while avoiding 

over-reaching 

• used simpler particles or vocabulary effectively 

and correctly, rather than trying to impress with 

esoteric choices of words 

• showed signs of checking through their 
translation and adjusting the word order for 
clarity. 

comprehension:  

• translated rather than answered the questions 

(especially where verbs were in the first 

person) 

• seemed less confident in separating out the 

events and characters 

• gave long-winded or even self-contradictory 

grammatical explanations 

prose composition:  

• were over-ambitious in subordinating, and/or 

lost track of a structure like Indirect Statement 

when the sentence became long and unwieldy 

• were unclear about the use of pronouns, 
especially ἑαυτόν and οὗτος. 
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Section A overview 

 

Question 1 

Most candidates achieved 2 marks here. Examiners noted that εἰκός appears on the AS DVL, but its 

meaning might also have become clear through the wording of 5(a) if read closely with the Greek. 

Exemplar 1 

This well-written answer gained the first mark for ‘consider’ but does not put across the force of τὰ εἰκότα 

so was not given the second mark. 

 

Question 2 (a)  

ἀνάγομαι appears on the AS DVL; appreciation of the simple and relevant meaning of this phrase were 

therefore required. 

 

Question 2 (b)  

A common slip here was to see a part of αἰτέω and suggest that nobody asked for Euxitheus. 
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Question 2 (c)  

Most candidates received at least 1 or 2 marks here. The first was quite commonly missed because the 

answer did not deal with τούτων and said simply ‘they had already learned the news.’ 

 

Question 3 (a)  

This question was mostly well answered. 

 

Question 3 (b)  

The emphatic κἀγώ helped make clear who was the subject of ὃς ούκ ἐξέβην. Some candidates took this 

as referring to Herodes. 

 

Question 4 

‘Explain/show/describe/prove’ and other variations were all accepted for the first mark; it was essential 

for the second mark to interpret ὅπως, which was quite often missed even though it was the introductory 

word to the clause. 

 

Question 5 (a)  

This was almost always successful for both marks. 
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Question 5 (b)  

This question was answered well, with the first point being the most commonly missed. Examiners noted 

that similar vocabulary had appeared, by coincidence, in the Unseen Translation paper, but had the 

impression the word was omitted altogether here more often than omitted or not known in that paper. 

 

Question 6 

The translation was generally done very well with a good number of candidates achieving a mark of 9 or 

10. Difficulties quite often arose with συγχωρέω (AS) and the courtroom reference of τούτων. Examiners 

noted that six different meanings for λόγος are given in the GCSE and AS DVLs, and a wide range of 

improvements on the very basic translation ‘word’ were offered. 

 

Question 7 (a)  

Here candidates needed to combine two notions for 2 marks, and in sequence: that Herodes could 

vanish, and also that he could remain hidden. 

 

Question 7 (b)  

πόρρω (AS) was quite often omitted, perhaps due to word position before the verb, but was required for 

the second mark. ‘Forwards’ was not accepted as ‘far away’ was clearly the important point: Herodes 

could only have escaped notice if he had gone some distance away from the harbour (contrasting with 

ἐγγύς mentioned previously). 
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Question 8 (a)  

This was mostly identified correctly. The courtroom context helped: direct speech makes frequent use of 

imperatives. 

 

Question 8 (b)  

This was also widely answered well. The most common incorrect answers were subjunctive and/or 

aorist, presumably influenced by the -σα-. 

 

Question 9 (a)  

This was usually answered well. It was common for candidates to omit the initial breathing or to write 

ἐξβαίνω, neither of which could be accepted. 

 

Question 9 (b)  

This was usually correct. 

 

Question 9 (c)  

This was most often correct, but λαμβάνω was occasionally offered instead. 
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Question 10 (a)  

This was mostly answered correctly and efficiently (all that was required was ‘genitive: κατηγορέω takes 

the genitive’ or even ‘genitive following κατηγορέω,’ which is a clear and accurate description). 

 

Question 10 (b)  

This was correct in almost all cases. 

Answering grammar questions efficiently 

Words such as ‘after’ and ‘follows/following’ are often the most efficient way to explain the case of a 

noun. Where the meaning is affected by which case follows a preposition or verb, it may be appropriate 

to add explanation such as ‘accusative following κατά meaning ‘in accordance with’’. 

Teachers and candidates are advised to study past Mark Schemes together with the relevant papers to 

see which details are required to gain marks; questions are intended to test understanding of the 

important points of the structure under discussion. 
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Question 10 (c)  

The immediate reason why the participle is accusative is that it agrees with τὸν ἄνθρωπον, so this (or an 

accurate translation) was accepted for the second mark. That noun itself is accusative because it is the 

accusative subject of the indirect statement (‘acc + inf’) following δυνατὸς ἦν, so this explanation was 

accepted as well. 

Exemplar 2 

Questions 10(a) and 10(b) show efficient explanation including the useful term ‘follows’; these received 2 

marks. ‘κατηγορέω takes the genitive’ was another popular wording. For 10(c), however, the explanation 

is insufficient: it is not clear in what sense the word is ‘with’ λαθεῖν (As direct object? As subject in an 

accusative-infinitive construction?) so the second mark could not be given. 

 

Question 11 (a)  

This question was well answered by most candidates. 

 

Question 11 (b)  

This question was well answered by most candidates. 
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Section B overview 

Once again this year, the standard of translation was very high, with many candidates achieving a mark 

over 40 and some at the very top of the scale. Examiners noted that, as usual, a really solid command of 

GCSE grammar and syntax would serve well for most of the translation required - at least for a ‘basic’ 

version (which of course would, if free of errors, be given high marks). There were relatively few complex 

constructions required, but instead some challenging sections where the English did not obviously 

correspond to a typical Greek structure. The passage offered plenty of opportunities for idiomatic 

subordination with participles; candidates responded accordingly. As has become normal, there were 

very few eccentric attempts at ‘stylish’ writing; the idiomatic quality of the Greek offered is now very 

good. 

The frequent appearance of τρόπος in 12vi and ᾐτιάσαντο or κατηγόρησαν in 12viii suggested that some 

candidates had fruitfully scoured the Comprehension passage for vocabulary inspiration. (δύνανται and 

ζητουμένου might also have been helpful.) 

 

Question 12  

i: Most candidates made a strong start, gaining + for initial connection. τε … καί could only be credited, 

however, if the word order was appropriate; this is worth noting carefully. 

Exemplar 3 

This clearly written translation (which followed a page of notes and rough working) was given 5 marks for 

12i, with + for the connecting δ’, the idiomatic word order of τούς τε… καί, and the frequentative 

imperfect ἔπεμπον (‘they used to send/they were in the habit of sending’). 
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ii: It was common to offer a dative following the verb of necessity, perhaps under influence of Latin opus 

est. κατά + accusative for ‘according to’ was almost always offered correctly and + given for the genitive 

sandwich here. 

iii: ‘every kind of’ was a challenge, with higher-achieving candidates making use of παντοῖας νόσους and 

a range of other suggestions. A significant number incorrectly followed a form of πᾶς with a genitive, or 

the verb ἀμύνωσιν with a dative of the object warded off (in all uses of this verb, including the middle 

voice, it is accusative; the person from whom the danger is warded off is what needs, if expressed, to go 

into the dative). 

iv: Many candidates successfully used a participle for ‘when they had been brought…’ and were 

frequently given + for οἱ πολλοί. ‘Believe’ quite frequently became ‘believed,’ which was incorrect. 

v/vi: The principal challenge here was to keep the indirect statement construction going; it was quite 

common to lose track of a case or structure, with accusatives becoming nominatives later on, or infinitive 

verbs becoming participles inappropriately. A common trap was to use the nominative οἷοί τ’ ὄντες where 

the chosen accusative-infinitive construction required accusative. 

vii: This section was generally done well. It was quite common to use ἔχων for ἔχον (agreeing with 

θηρίον) and to write ὁ τοῦ Ἀθηναίου βασιλέως (where ‘king of the Athenians’ would be more idiomatic 

and stood to gain + for the genitive sandwich, if not already awarded). 

viii: Though challenging, this section was well handled with good use of prepositions (for ‘towards his 

father’ - simple dative was not enough) and notably successful relative clauses. τὸν πατέρα was quite 

often wrongly formed, with incorrect versions ranging from πατρα to πατρεμ. 

ix: Various sensible solutions for ‘for his courage and eagerness’ were suggested and most candidates 

gained high marks in this final section. πατριά appeared quite frequently in place of the more appropriate 

πατρίς. 

x: As discussed above, a wide range of thoughtful offerings were given +, with many of these detailed in 

the Mark Scheme. Most candidates achieved the full 5 marks available, often already within the first third 

of the passage. 

Misconception 

 

Many candidates, including those who otherwise attained highly, wrote (perhaps under the 

influence of Latin?) incorrect third declension accusative plurals in -ες. This happened 

especially often with participles. 

 

 

 

 



Supporting you
Teach 
Cambridge

Make sure you visit our secure website Teach Cambridge to find the full 
range of resources and support for the subjects you teach. This includes 
secure materials such as set assignments and exemplars, online and 
on-demand training.

Don’t have access? If your school or college teaches any OCR 
qualifications, please contact your exams officer. You can forward them 
this link to help get you started.

Reviews of 
marking

If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to 
consider one of our post-results services. For full information about the 
options available visit the OCR website.

Access to 
Scripts

We've made it easier for Exams Officers to download copies of your 
candidates' completed papers or 'scripts'. Your centre can use these 
scripts to decide whether to request a review of marking and to support 
teaching and learning.

Our free, on-demand service, Access to Scripts is available via our 
single sign-on service, My Cambridge. Step-by-step instructions are on 
our website.

Keep up-to-date We send a monthly bulletin to tell you about important updates. You can 
also sign up for your subject specific updates. If you haven’t already, 
sign up here.

OCR  
Professional 
Development

Attend one of our popular professional development courses to hear 
directly from a senior assessor or drop in to a Q&A session. Most of our 
courses are delivered live via an online platform, so you can attend from 
any location.

Please find details for all our courses for your subject on Teach 
Cambridge. You'll also find links to our online courses on NEA marking 
and support.

Signed up for 
ExamBuilder?

ExamBuilder is a free test-building platform, providing unlimited users 
exclusively for staff at OCR centres with an Interchange account. 

Choose from a large bank of questions to build personalised tests and 
custom mark schemes, with the option to add custom cover pages to 
simulate real examinations. You can also edit and download complete 
past papers.

Find out more.

Active Results Review students’ exam performance with our free online results analysis 
tool. It is available for all GCSEs, AS and A Levels and Cambridge 
Nationals (examined units only).

Find out more.

You will need an Interchange account to access our digital products. If you do not have an 
Interchange account please contact your centre administrator (usually the Exams Officer) to request 
a username, or nominate an existing Interchange user in your department.

https://teachcambridge.org/landing
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/my-cambridge/index.aspx
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/my-cambridge/index.aspx
http://ocr.org.uk/administration/stage-5-post-results-services/enquiries-about-results/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/access-to-scripts/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/email-updates/
https://exambuilder.ocr.org.uk/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
https://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/past-paper-finder/exambuilder/
http://ocr.org.uk/activeresults


Need to get in touch?

If you ever have any questions about OCR 
qualifications or services (including administration, 
logistics and teaching) please feel free to get in touch 
with our customer support centre. 

Call us on 
01223 553998

Alternatively, you can email us on
support@ocr.org.uk

For more information visit
 ocr.org.uk/qualifications/resource-finder
 ocr.org.uk
 facebook.com/ocrexams
 twitter.com/ocrexams
 instagram.com/ocrexaminations
 linkedin.com/company/ocr
 youtube.com/ocrexams

We really value your feedback

Click to send us an autogenerated email about  
this resource. Add comments if you want to.  
Let us know how we can improve this resource or 
what else you need. Your email address will not be 
used or shared for any marketing purposes. 

          

OCR is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, a department of the University of Cambridge. 

For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance programme your call may be recorded or monitored. © OCR 2024 Oxford Cambridge and 
RSA Examinations is a Company Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA.  
Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.

OCR operates academic and vocational qualifications regulated by Ofqual, Qualifications Wales and CCEA as listed in their qualifications registers including A Levels, 
GCSEs, Cambridge Technicals and Cambridge Nationals.

OCR provides resources to help you deliver our qualifications. These resources do not represent any particular teaching method we expect you to use. We update 
our resources regularly and aim to make sure content is accurate but please check the OCR website so that you have the most up to date version. OCR cannot be 
held responsible for any errors or omissions in these resources.

Though we make every effort to check our resources, there may be contradictions between published support and the specification, so it is important that you 
always use information in the latest specification. We indicate any specification changes within the document itself, change the version number and provide a 
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between the specification and a resource, please contact us.

You can copy and distribute this resource in your centre, in line with any specific restrictions detailed in the resource. Resources intended for teacher use should not 
be shared with students. Resources should not be published on social media platforms or other websites.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: N/A

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR or are thinking about switching, you can request more information using our Expression of Interest form.

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of resources we offer to support you in delivering our qualifications. 

Please note – web links are correct at date 
of publication but other websites may 
change over time. If you have any problems 
with a link you may want to navigate to that 
organisation’s website for a direct search.

I like this

I dislike this

I dislike this

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/resource-finder/
https://ocr.org.uk/
http://ocr.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ocrexams/
https://twitter.com/ocrexams
http://instagram.com/ocrexaminations
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ocr
https://www.youtube.com/user/ocrexams
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
http://www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20like%20the%20Summer%202024%20Examiners%27%20report%20A%20Level%20Classical%20Greek%20H444/02
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20dislike%20the%20Summer%202024%20Examiners%27%20report%20A%20Level%20Classical%20Greek%20H444/02

	Contents
	Introduction
	Paper 2 series overview
	Section A overview
	Question 1
	Exemplar 1

	Question 2 (a)
	Question 2 (b)
	Question 2 (c)
	Question 3 (a)
	Question 3 (b)
	Question 4
	Question 5 (a)
	Question 5 (b)
	Question 6
	Question 7 (a)
	Question 7 (b)
	Question 8 (a)
	Question 8 (b)
	Question 9 (a)
	Question 9 (b)
	Question 9 (c)
	Question 10 (a)
	Question 10 (b)
	Question 10 (c)
	Exemplar 2

	Question 11 (a)
	Question 11 (b)

	Section B overview
	Question 12
	Exemplar 3





