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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper 2 series overview

This is the Comprehension or Prose Composition paper. Candidates choose which of the two options to
answer. Very occasionally a candidate answers both; in such a case both responses are marked, and
the higher mark is given in accordance with the rubric.

Once again Comprehension was the more popular option: 43% chose Prose Composition, the same
proportion as last year.

In general, handwriting was acceptable and appears to improve year on year. Candidates should be
reminded that where the Greek letters written (especially breathings) are ambiguous, Benefit of the
Doubt is not guaranteed. This notably applies to the regular question that asks to identify a verb: a
missing breathing is a missing letter. (Accents, however, are not required.) Similarly, in Prose
Composition, a missing breathing will be penalised as a slight error like any other spelling mistake; each
year a small number of scripts show only rough breathings or no breathings at all.

Following the approach of previous years, on both this paper and Paper 1, examiners made reference to
the Defined Vocabulary Lists for both GCSE and AS when making choices about what to accept, and
what alternative meanings to expect. This is not because either list is prescribed for A Level, but
because examiners consider the lists to represent a scope of knowledge that an A Level candidate is
expected to surpass substantially. In the comments below, ‘GCSE’ and ‘AS’ indicate that a word appears
on those lists. The intention is constructive: to help centres and candidates by drawing attention to Greek
words that significant numbers of candidates find difficult to pin down even after some years of study,
most especially where more than one distinct meaning may be in use.

Examiners noted in particular that for many candidates, it would be worth directing effort towards certain
words and confusions that may well have been troubling them since GCSE: aitidopai (AS) / aitéw
(GCSE), for example, or the different cases that follow common prepositions. Especially with
conjunctions and prepositions, the benefit can be disproportionate to the time spent compared with (for
example) learning nouns and adjectives. Teachers are encouraged, as one suggestion, to make a habit
of testing new noun vocabulary alongside common prepositions, and verbs alongside adverbs, etc.

Assessment for learning

Confusion of prepositions and their following cases can cause havoc for comprehension.

@ Many grammar books offer common phrases illustrating these, arranged in informative groups
(e.g., kard ToUg vopoug alongside TTapd Toug vououg) which can stick in the memory better
than a dry ‘katd + acc’; consider allocating these for learning, or indeed keeping lists of uses
of preposition encountered in set texts, which again might bring lasting recall.
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Candidates who did well on this paper

generally:

Examiners’ report

Candidates who did less well on this paper
generally:

comprehension:

¢ made use of the thorough English introduction
and kept track of the story

e appeared to recognise the genre of a legal
speech, and so noticed the significance of
words such as oUtol and pdptupai

e gave clear grammatical explanations that
identified important connected words

e when quoting Greek, remembered to write
breathings

prose compaosition:

¢ made sensible choices about combining or
subordinating English phrases, while avoiding
over-reaching

e used simpler particles or vocabulary effectively
and correctly, rather than trying to impress with
esoteric choices of words

e showed signs of checking through their
translation and adjusting the word order for
clarity.

comprehension:

¢ translated rather than answered the questions
(especially where verbs were in the first
person)

e seemed less confident in separating out the
events and characters

e gave long-winded or even self-contradictory
grammatical explanations

prose composition:

e were over-ambitious in subordinating, and/or
lost track of a structure like Indirect Statement
when the sentence became long and unwieldy

¢ were unclear about the use of pronouns,
especially £éautév and oUToc.
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Section A overview

Question 1

Comprehension and Grammar

1 t&pevyevopeva ... ta eikota (line 1): what does Euxitheus encourage his audience to do? [2]

Most candidates achieved 2 marks here. Examiners noted that €ik6g appears on the AS DVL, but its
meaning might also have become clear through the wording of 5(a) if read closely with the Greek.

Exemplar 1
l Cuxithreus, enwoucaes s andiene 4o conader
o H&S and (\/mf"\ Pese Vlm,u WA see it
\/\MDM‘M&

This well-written answer gained the first mark for ‘consider’ but does not put across the force of 1a eiké1a
S0 was not given the second mark.

Question 2 (a)

2 TOWTOV MEV YAQ ... TNV ayyeAiav (lines 1-3):

(a) What was Euxitheus about to do? [2]

avayoual appears on the AS DVL; appreciation of the simple and relevant meaning of this phrase were
therefore required.

Question 2 (b)
(b) What happened after Herodes disappeared? [2]

A common slip here was to see a part of aitéw and suggest that nobody asked for Euxitheus.
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Question 2 (c)
(c) Why does Euxitheus suggest that this was surprising to him? [3]

Most candidates received at least 1 or 2 marks here. The first was quite commonly missed because the
answer did not deal with TouTwv and said simply ‘they had already learned the news.’

Question 3 (a)

3 Aéyovoi de¢ ... éx tov tAolov (lines 5-6):

(a) Explain what the prosecution says happened. [3]

This question was mostly well answered.

Question 3 (b)

(b) How does Euxitheus respond to this claim? [2]

The emphatic kdyw helped make clear who was the subject of 6g oUk ¢€£Bnv. Some candidates took this
as referring to Herodes.

Question 4

4 Omwcd ... anodaivewy (lines 7-8): what, according to Euxitheus, is the prosecution failing to
do? [2]

‘Explain/show/describe/prove’ and other variations were all accepted for the first mark; it was essential
for the second mark to interpret 6Trwg, which was quite often missed even though it was the introductory
word to the clause.

Question 5 (a)

5 onAovyap o1t ... ék ToL mAolov (lines 8-9):

(a) Where does Euxitheus suggest that it is likely that things took place? [2]

This was almost always successful for both marks.
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Question 5 (b)

(b) What reasons does Euxitheus give to justify his suggestion? [3]

This question was answered well, with the first point being the most commonly missed. Examiners noted
that similar vocabulary had appeared, by coincidence, in the Unseen Translation paper, but had the
impression the word was omitted altogether here more often than omitted or not known in that paper.

Question 6

6 (nrovpévov d¢ ToL AvdEOC ... €k ToL TAolov (lines 10-12): translate these lines into English.
Please write your translation on alternate lines. [10]

The translation was generally done very well with a good nhumber of candidates achieving a mark of 9 or
10. Difficulties quite often arose with cuyxwpéw (AS) and the courtroom reference of Toutwv. Examiners
noted that six different meanings for Adyog are given in the GCSE and AS DVLs, and a wide range of
improvements on the very basic translation ‘word’ were offered.

Question 7 (a)
7 0VdeVL TOOTW ... amo ¢ BaAaoonc (lines 12-14):

(@) What does Euxitheus think is unlikely? [2]

Here candidates needed to combine two notions for 2 marks, and in sequence: that Herodes could
vanish, and also that he could remain hidden.

Question 7 (b)

(b) What condition does he attach to this claim? [2]

mToppw (AS) was quite often omitted, perhaps due to word position before the verb, but was required for
the second mark. ‘Forwards’ was not accepted as ‘far away’ was clearly the important point: Herodes
could only have escaped notice if he had gone some distance away from the harbour (contrasting with
€yyUg mentioned previously).

8 © OCR 2024
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Question 8 (a)

8 Which part of the verb are the following?

(a) okomette (line 1) [1]

This was mostly identified correctly. The courtroom context helped: direct speech makes frequent use of
imperatives.

Question 8 (b)
(b) ioaow (line 7) [1]

This was also widely answered well. The most common incorrect answers were subjunctive and/or
aorist, presumably influenced by the -ca-.

Question 9 (a)

9 Give the first person singular, present indicative active of the following:

(@) &épnv (line 6) 1]

This was usually answered well. It was common for candidates to omit the initial breathing or to write
¢¢Baivw, neither of which could be accepted.

Question 9 (b)
(b) Cnrovuévou (line 10) [1]

This was usually correct.

Question 9 (c)
(€) AaOeiv (line 13) [1]

This was most often correct, but AauBévw was occasionally offered instead.

9 © OCR 2024
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Question 10 (a)

10 State and explain the case of the following words:

(@) éuoo (line 4) [2]

This was mostly answered correctly and efficiently (all that was required was ‘genitive: katnyopéw takes
the genitive’ or even ‘genitive following katnyopéw,” which is a clear and accurate description).

Question 10 (b)
(b) Awévoc (line 8) [2]

This was correct in almost all cases.

Answering grammar questions efficiently

Words such as ‘after’ and ‘follows/following’ are often the most efficient way to explain the case of a
noun. Where the meaning is affected by which case follows a preposition or verb, it may be appropriate
to add explanation such as ‘accusative following katd meaning ‘in accordance with”.

Teachers and candidates are advised to study past Mark Schemes together with the relevant papers to
see which details are required to gain marks; questions are intended to test understanding of the
important points of the structure under discussion.
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Question 10 (c)

(c) apavioOévra (line 13) [2]

The immediate reason why the participle is accusative is that it agrees with Tov dvBpwTrov, so this (or an
accurate translation) was accepted for the second mark. That noun itself is accusative because it is the
accusative subject of the indirect statement (‘acc + inf) following duvardg Ay, so this explanation was
accepted as well.

Exemplar 2

0. o) %-ené’cwe < erh dwe yecw ,U(d"fhl\l‘o{ar\‘@\i\;.

WO ) %ka\'\l{= _Qo\\oms Xhe Qe 90&‘&\‘0:\ ’E\,l"ius\.

10.] &) loccusadove = pevews wed ‘A Gy

Questions 10(a) and 10(b) show efficient explanation including the useful term ‘follows’; these received 2
marks. ‘katnyopéw takes the genitive’ was another popular wording. For 10(c), however, the explanation
is insufficient: it is not clear in what sense the word is ‘with’ AaB¢iv (As direct object? As subject in an
accusative-infinitive construction?) so the second mark could not be given.

Question 11 (a)

11 Explain, using a translation if you think it is helpful, the grammar of the following words:

(@) avayeoOai (line 2) [2]

This question was well answered by most candidates.

Question 11 (b)

(b) memvouévawv (line 3) [2]

This question was well answered by most candidates.

11 © OCR 2024
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Section B overview

Once again this year, the standard of translation was very high, with many candidates achieving a mark
over 40 and some at the very top of the scale. Examiners noted that, as usual, a really solid command of
GCSE grammar and syntax would serve well for most of the translation required - at least for a ‘basic’
version (which of course would, if free of errors, be given high marks). There were relatively few complex
constructions required, but instead some challenging sections where the English did not obviously
correspond to a typical Greek structure. The passage offered plenty of opportunities for idiomatic
subordination with participles; candidates responded accordingly. As has become normal, there were
very few eccentric attempts at ‘stylish’ writing; the idiomatic quality of the Greek offered is now very
good.

The frequent appearance of T1pé1rog in 12vi and ATIdoavTo or katnydpnaoav in 12viii suggested that some
candidates had fruitfully scoured the Comprehension passage for vocabulary inspiration. (duvavtal and
¢nToupévou might also have been helpful.)

Question 12

Prose Composition
12 Translate this passage into Classical Greek prose.
You are reminded that marks will be awarded for the style of your translation.

Please write your translation on alternate lines. [50]

i: Most candidates made a strong start, gaining + for initial connection. T¢ ... Kai could only be credited,
however, if the word order was appropriate; this is worth noting carefully.

Exemplar 3

12 ocC § AQ!\V@LO& TV A A& L Touy TE VEa veay

Kat Tag Kopaty Tieot Tav ka KPn TnV
< r J | S— ¥ r — i

P
9 r e LTEL
ToAA Mty ERFpPsr ENMEMUTOV, =€ |

This clearly written translation (which followed a page of notes and rough working) was given 5 marks for
12i, with + for the connecting &', the idiomatic word order of To0¢ T¢... kai, and the frequentative
imperfect £Emeptrov (‘they used to send/they were in the habit of sending’).

12 © OCR 2024
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ii: It was common to offer a dative following the verb of necessity, perhaps under influence of Latin opus
est. kata + accusative for ‘according to’ was almost always offered correctly and + given for the genitive
sandwich here.

iii: ‘every kind of’ was a challenge, with higher-achieving candidates making use of Travroiag voooug and
a range of other suggestions. A significant number incorrectly followed a form of wég with a genitive, or
the verb duUvwolv with a dative of the object warded off (in all uses of this verb, including the middle
voice, it is accusative; the person from whom the danger is warded off is what needs, if expressed, to go
into the dative).

iv: Many candidates successfully used a participle for ‘when they had been brought...” and were
frequently given + for oi TToAAoi. ‘Believe’ quite frequently became ‘believed,” which was incorrect.

v/vi: The principal challenge here was to keep the indirect statement construction going; it was quite
common to lose track of a case or structure, with accusatives becoming nominatives later on, or infinitive
verbs becoming participles inappropriately. A common trap was to use the nominative oioi T évteg where
the chosen accusative-infinitive construction required accusative.

vii: This section was generally done well. It was quite common to use £xwv for €xov (agreeing with
Onpiov) and to write 6 To0 ABnvaiou BaciAéwg (where ‘king of the Athenians’ would be more idiomatic
and stood to gain + for the genitive sandwich, if not already awarded).

viii: Though challenging, this section was well handled with good use of prepositions (for ‘towards his
father’ - simple dative was not enough) and notably successful relative clauses. T0v Tarépa was quite
often wrongly formed, with incorrect versions ranging from Tratpa to TTaTpey.

ix: Various sensible solutions for ‘for his courage and eagerness’ were suggested and most candidates
gained high marks in this final section. marpid appeared quite frequently in place of the more appropriate
TTaTPIG.

X: As discussed above, a wide range of thoughtful offerings were given +, with many of these detailed in
the Mark Scheme. Most candidates achieved the full 5 marks available, often already within the first third
of the passage.

Misconception

Many candidates, including those who otherwise attained highly, wrote (perhaps under the
influence of Latin?) incorrect third declension accusative plurals in -g. This happened
especially often with participles.

13 © OCR 2024
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