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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Paper 23 series overview 

This year’s paper was tackled well by most candidates, and this reflected some excellent factual 

knowledge and well prepared candidates. There was an impressive range of knowledge displayed by 

candidates; it was especially pleasing to see this being deployed in the service of the question, rather 

than addressing a pre-prepared formula that had been revised for the exam.  

The 1 mark questions were dealt with effectively by most candidates. Some candidates did not read the 

question carefully and offered factual details of their own. This meant that there were some errant 

responses, especially to Question 4, where Medea’s more general actions were often cited. On the 10-

mark questions examiners were pleased to see how well candidates used the two sources. The vast 

majority of candidates understood that this question is focused on the stimulus material that they have 

been given. As might be expected, answers to the literary passage tended to have fuller detail than the 

visual source. 

In the essay questions candidates had been well prepared and there was a very impressive grasp of 

AO1. However, the main examiner issue is that there are too many responses that are focused on the 

listing of knowledge. Too few candidates take the time to craft an answer to the question at hand. Many 

responses surveyed a body of information and only at the end offered an opinion as to its significance. 

This made it difficult for examiners to feel that the response had ‘a well-developed and clear line of 

reasoning’ as is required in Level 4 of the AO2 mark scheme.  

As was the case last year, there had been some careful revision of the names of scholars, and an 

impressive mastery of specific quotes. There has not been a corresponding improvement to the quality 

of the engagement with scholars. Too many candidates are still content to simply do a ‘name drop’ and 

do not make any effort to show critical analysis.  

 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• had a strong factual grasp of Greeks, 
Persians, Amazons and Medea 

• used their knowledge to shape an answer to 
the specifics of the question 

• in Questions 3 and 5 made sure they based 
their points on the stimulus material 

• expressed an opinion in answer to essay 
questions 

• managed their time well so that they were able 
to complete a full essay. 

• deployed very limited knowledge, often in the 
form of a single fact per paragraph 

• lacked a focus on the question 

• were determined to offer details on the 
concept of ‘the invention of the barbarian’ even 
when it was not relevant to the question 

• spent too long on the short answer questions 
to the detriment of the essays. 
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Section A overview 

One mark questions were dealt with well, and factual knowledge was sound. The 10-mark questions 

were handled well by candidates who used the stimulus and there was a wealth of points for them to 

make. Examiners were encouraged to see that knowledge of the visual source was as sound as the 

knowledge of Medea.  

The 20 mark question produced a wide range of responses, many of which were well exemplified and 

carefully explained. Once again, the main issue with the 20-mark essay was not with the AO1, but in the 

construction of a well-argued case for AO2. 

 

Question 1  

This question was answered correctly by the majority of candidates. 
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Question 2  

This question was generally answered well. 

 

Question 3 

Given that the question asked how a viewer can differentiate Greeks and the Amazons, the best way to 

answer was to point out features on the krater. This allowed a mixture of points, both compositional (the 

central position of Heracles, the falling Amazon) as well as technical (the portrayal of different figures). 

The best responses were able to appreciate these and comment on them.  

What examiners were looking for was a marriage of AO1 and AO2. This means that a candidate could 

either pick out a feature from the krater and then explain how it shows Greek/Amazon, or the other way 

around. This is shown in Exemplar 1. 

Exemplar 1 
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Exemplar 1 succinctly shows the point about a mixture of AO1 and AO2. The candidate makes it very 

easy for the examiner to see how they are addressing issues of AO2. By stating ‘illustrates the 

difference’, ‘easy to distinguish them’ and ‘easily differentiate’, there is a clear engagement with the 

question. There is plenty of AO1 selected from the source, with references to Heracles, Telamon, ‘the 

striped suit’, ‘beards’ and ‘men’s clothing’.  
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Question 4  

This question was generally answered well.  Some candidates did not read the question carefully which 

meant that there were some errant responses where Medea’s more general actions were cited. 

 

Question 5  

Questions on Medea are usually done very well by candidates, demonstrating a genuine enthusiasm for 

the play and a strong level of knowledge. The only issue with this is a tendency to get over zealous 

about the whole play instead of recognising that this is a stimulus question. This question had a very 

specific focus, but some candidates were too keen to offer everything that they knew about the play.  

The most successful responses looked carefully at the passage that was printed on the question paper. 

The focus was not just on identifying why Medea was a barbarian, but on how that status might affect 

Creon. As such, points that just listed Medea’s barbarian qualities were not very successful. The key 

AO2 was to look at how those things linked to Creon’s behaviour (e.g. she is skilled in evil arts and so he 

wants to remove her from Corinth).  

 

Question 6*  

This question offered a wide range of areas for discussion. There are a large number of possible 

‘portrayals’ identified in the mark scheme. The majority of candidates tackled a good range of these, and 

were able to draw on a similarly sound range of evidence. The best candidates organised their thinking 

into themes, cross-referencing different sources in order to make a convincing analysis. For example, 

they were able to discuss the threat of barbarian women by referencing Medea and then linking that to 

Atossa.  

Less successful essays tended to use their knowledge as the structure rather than an analysis. As a 

result these used a piece of AO1 as a paragraph, without much in the way of analysis. For example, a 

paragraph devoted to the Amazons, then one on Medea, etc. The result of this is that the structure of the 

essay is it shows little or no sense of having a line of reasoning or any kind of direction to its argument. 

  



A Level Classical Civilisation - H408/23 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report 

 9 © OCR 2024 

Exemplar 2 

Exemplar 2 is a strong example of the analytical approach to the 20-mark essay. The candidate has 

identified an area of portrayal ‘inhabiting inappropriate roles in politics’, which addresses the AO2 issue. 

They then exemplify that by a range of AO1 evidence, not just a single example. Here they look at the 

roles of Atossa (‘eastern barbaric queen’), Artemisia (‘brave and intelligent’) and Medea (‘dangerous and 

powerful’). For each of these examples the candidate refers back to the central point of the paragraph, 

which is to demonstrate how far outside Greek norms the barbarian women fall.  
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Essay structuring 

Candidates should be encouraged to think more carefully about how they structure their essays. The 

aim is for them to offer a ‘well-developed, sustained and coherent line of reasoning’. Those who focus 

on describing their AO1 knowledge and tagging on a single line of AO2 analysis at the end of a 

paragraph do not tend to fulfil this target. 
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Section B overview 

Examiners were pleased to find that most essays were of an appropriate length and had also engaged 

with modern scholarship. The majority of candidates tackled Question 8, although there were still good 

numbers who did Question 7. There continues to be an issue over the basic approach to essays. Many 

candidates simply summarise what they know and seem to think that picking an opinion in the final 

paragraph passes for analysis. What examiners are actually looking for is an approach that fulfils the 

level descriptors of the mark scheme – specifically, a ‘well-developed’ approach which demonstrates a 

‘clear line of reasoning’. For some candidates, there was little to choose in terms of length between the 

20-mark response and the 30-mark essays. Such essays tended to be less successful. 

With regard to the use of modern scholarship, it was pleasing to see more of a genuine engagement with 

the scholars cited by candidates. Many candidates have understood that there needs to be more than 

just a passing mention, but that the scholarship can be folded into the overall argument or critiqued at 

the point of use. However, large numbers of candidates are still not making any mention of scholars, or 

simply making a passing reference to individual names. 

 

OCR support 

 

OCR has produced a blog detailing where you can find suitable material that meets the 

requirement for “secondary scholars and academics”, what we expect candidates to do with it 

in the exam and how examiners go about marking the scholarship requirement.   

Read the blog here.   

 

Question 7*  

Question 7 saw most candidates display a sound understanding of the Persian empire, and the 

deployment of some very good knowledge. Most candidates tended to discuss Persepolis, the Cyrus 

Cylinder and Bisitun, but it was not common to have a wider range of material drawn on. The best 

essays engaged with all three elements required by the question and went beyond the most basic outline 

of AO1. It was pleasing to see detailed knowledge of the specifics of Persepolis which went further than 

simply the relief sculpture. In addition, analysis of Cyrus’ tomb and the Darius statue were welcome 

when they made an appearance.  

The key factor in this essay was in the ‘more than’ element of the AO2. Too many candidates took the 

essay to be an opportunity to simply describe the buildings, sculpture and written word. This meant they 

created a structure which was little more than a description, lacking any of the comparative elements 

central to the question. Higher performing candidates were able to weigh the three different elements 

against each other and argue a case for one. They also saw that the essay required an assessment of 

how Persian kings were conveying their authority, not simply what they were creating. There were some 

well-considered ideas over the significance of the public role of Persepolis, the position of the Bisitun 

relief and the reach of Persian messaging.  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/blog/the-scholarship-requirement-in-alevel-classical-civilisation/


A Level Classical Civilisation - H408/23 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report 

 12 © OCR 2024 

Question 8*  

This essay attracted the bulk of the responses, although the quality was mixed. The best essays 

recognised the two elements to this question: Greek unity and the medising states. There was some very 

good knowledge of Greek inter-state rivalry, and an ability in the best responses to explain the motivation 

of the medising states. Examiners were especially pleased to see a confident understanding that, 

despite differences, the Greeks had well organised tactics throughout the Persian Wars. In terms of 

AO2, the best essays had organised this knowledge in order to argue a clear case. This resulted in some 

candidates arguing persuasively that the Greeks were united, while others were as convincing in 

suggesting that they were not.  

The less effective essays leant, as ever, on lots of AO1 but little application to the question. Many 

responses did not notice that the question asked about the Persian Wars. Others only discussed ways in 

which the Greeks were united. There was even some confusion about the essay topic, and some 

candidates missed the point and discussed the invention of the barbarian instead. It should be noted that 

essay questions are phrased carefully to test candidates’ understanding, and generic responses rarely fit 

the expectations of the exam.  

Misconception 

 

Many candidates are still confused about ‘Greeks’, ‘the Hellenic League’ and ‘the Delian 

League’. It would be helpful to reiterate to students the relatively small number of Greek city 

states who opposed the Persians, and to spend more time in teaching the reasons behind 

medising. In addition, there are some candidates who seem to think that Athens and Sparta 

were in a constant state of war, and perhaps think that the Peloponnesian War ran 

concurrently with the Persian Wars.  
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Copyright information 

Source B: Lines 270-301 Euripides' Medea, 978-0-521-64479-2, Euripides, trans Harrison 1999 pp.19-21 
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