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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on answers’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future answers.

The reports will include a general commentary on answers’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of answer answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper 11 series overview

Performance in this option was generally good, in line with performance levels from the previous series.
There was still a number of scripts this year that did not give the correct number for the question being
answered, or, worse, no number at all when they started a new question.

Engagement with the modern interpretation was impressive showing that over the lifetime of the
specification, answers have become aligned with the principle of analysing ‘how convincing’ in relation to
the historical arguments put forward in the extract rather than simply showing what the ancient sources
said on the factual content of the extract. There were still many examples of ancient source evaluation in
the answer to Question 3.

Among weaker answers, in both the period and depth essay questions, there were still comments such
as ‘the sources tell us ..." without any mention of which source(s) was/were being referred to, and there
were also several responses with no reference to sources at all. There was also in weaker responses
incorrect attributions to Herodotus/ Thucydides/ Xenophon; it should not be difficult to establish a simple
timeline of source authors to overcome this. The same applies to confusion over the Hellenic/ Delian/
Peloponnesian Leagues. There were many comments that Herodotus and Aristotle were Athenian and
Plutarch Roman.

There was also the use of ‘ostracism’ as equivalent to exile from Athens; the last ostracism was in 417,
and Thucydides was not ostracised after Amphipolis.

In evaluation, it was commonly stated that Thucydides lived in Sparta in his exile, but all he says is that
he had ‘access to the Peloponnesian side’ (V.26).

However, the vast majority of answers dealt well with the subject material. Convincing conclusions were
often reached, well supported by the evidence. Answers demonstrated a strong understanding of the
Peloponnesian War, particularly its causes and effects.

The essays in the depth study were particularly impressive, as answers frequently referenced sources in
detail and presented convincing, often sophisticated arguments that led to well-reasoned and thoughtful
conclusions.

Answers who did less well on this paper

Answers who did well on this paper generally:

generally:
e demonstrated a thorough understanding of e incorrectly attributed an event to the wrong
the studied period person or group
e maintained an accurate and clear ¢ did not concentrate on the main issue of the
understanding of the timeline guestion, instead giving a general overview of
the period

e chose sources specifically relevant to the
question's terms e provided a descriptive account of events rather

N . . than an analysi
e prioritised addressing the question's terms, an an analysis

using evidence and knowledge to support the | e offered a general evaluation rather than a
explanation specific one.

e evaluation focused on assessing the reliability
of the specific point being made.
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Section A overview

Overall, candidates demonstrated a solid understanding of the key events in the two periods addressed
by the essay questions. Successful responses effectively utilised the evidence to draw convincing
conclusions. The strongest answers adhered closely to the specific terms of the question, with the
evaluation of the evidence often being compelling and relevant.

Question 1*

1*  ‘The emergence of Athens as a superior naval power significantly affected relations with other
states in the period 478—446 BC.’

To what extent do the sources support this view?

You must use and analyse the ancient sources you have studied as well as your own knowledge
to support your answer. [30]

This was the less popular of the two option questions, however, it was generally well answered.

A common comment in evaluation was that Thucydides was a contemporary of the pentecontaetia, but
this is not really valid for at least the first 40 years as he was born in ¢.460. In considering the effect of
Athenian growing power on Sparta many mentioned the (re-)construction of Athens’ walls by
Themistocles in the 470s. However, the vast majority of these referred to these as the ‘Long Walls’;
these were not constructed until c.457 (Thucydides 1.107).

Those who were able to use the evidence of Athenian decrees received due credit and, due to the
debate over the dating of some, those which could be either 440s or 420s were allowed (Coinage
Decree).

Many answers mentioned Thucydides’ judgement at 1.23 and this was given if it was related to events of
the specified time period.

There were references to the Corinthian complaints in 432 (outside the specified timespan in the
guestion), specifically Corcyra, Epidamnus and Potidaea; this was allowed if it was related to events
within 478-446.

Many better responses did discuss relations with Persia, while weaker ones confined themselves to
Greek states, or even just those on the mainland, ignoring the Delian League.

Some responses included discussion of other factors affecting relations with other states (economic,
attitude of allies), but only the best related this back to naval power; the question did not require
discussion of other factors.

Responses often explored the Athenian relationship with allies/ Delian League members — revolts of
Thasos and Naxos being commonly identified.

The roles of Pericles and Cimon were sometimes explored in some detail and the Athenian
relationship with Persia in the years 478-446. There was some good use of some of the epigraphic
evidence integrated well with good use of Thucydides and Plutarch.
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Misconception

guestion (where mentioned) or the dates of the specification (especially in Section B), and not
reading the question and extracts carefully; details of this for individual questions are detailed
below.

O A large problem among weaker scripts was using evidence from outside the dates in the

Question 2*

2* How important was the quality of the leadership of Athens and Sparta in the events of the period
446-404 BC?

You must use and analyse the ancient sources you have studied as well as your own knowledge
to support your answer. [30]

The more popular of the Section A optional questions. Again, it was generally very well answered.

Some answers chose to interpret the question as the leadership of the cities of Athens and Sparta within
the wider Greek world, and this was given due credit.

The biggest issue for weaker answers (and some stronger ones) was discussing examples from the
whole period 492—-404 instead of 446—404 as specified in the question.

Evaluation of the sources, for obvious reasons, tended to centre on Thucydides and Xenophon.
Discussion of the Corinthian complaint in Thucydides either mentioned that Thucydides was present in
Sparta, or that no Athenian could have known what was discussed. Thucydides actually tells us that
some Athenian representatives were in Sparta at the time. Others stated that these representatives
would have been present for the debate between Archidamus and Sthenelaidas, but Thucydides (1.79)
tells all ‘outsiders’ were asked to leave the assembly.

There were several answers who confused Thucydides discussion and praise of Pericles’ leadership
with the Funeral Speech which was actually delivered by Pericles.

Responses identified a good range of leaders — most commonly Pericles, Cleon, Alcibiades, and Nicias
for Athens, and Brasidas, Lysander, and Archidamus for Sparta. Less commonly, the following leaders
were identified: Demosthenes, Gylippus, Sthenelaidas, and Agis Il. The mark scheme also identified
Pleistoanax and Lamachus, but these leaders did not seem to have been used at all in responses.

Events typically explored included Pericles’ strategy of remaining within the Long Walls during the Attic
invasions and the impact of the plague on this strategy, the Athenian victory at Pylos, and Brasidas’
successes in Thrace/ Chalcidice. The Sicilian expedition, the occupation of Decelea, and the battle of
Aegospotami were also explored.

Some responses also considered the role of leadership in a wider sense, with the leadership of Athens
or Sparta being examined over the period in relation to their allies. The role of Persia was also
addressed in this question, with leaders' relationships with Persians such as Cyrus and Tissaphernes
explored in relation to Lysander and Alcibiades.
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There was confusion over the chronology of events around Amphipolis in discussion of Brasidas, some
giving the battle in which Brasidas and Cleon died as 424, others stating that Thucydides failed in 422
and then went into exile.

Weaker answers did not answer with reference to the whole period mentioned in the question,
concentrating only on 432—-404.

Exemplar 1
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This is the conclusion of the essay, and it is very strong. It revisits arguments from the main body of the
essay and draws together multiple themes explored to reach an overarching judgement which is
convincing. There is a good blend of interpretation, analysis, and evaluation of the evidence in this
conclusion.

Misconception

There was also confusion over the trial of the generals after Arginusae with six, eight or ten
being executed; eight of the year’s ten generals were put on trial of whom six were executed
and two (who did not return to Athens for trial) went into exile.
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Question 3

3 Read the interpretation below.

... Salamis was a decisive battle because it broke the Persian navy, but it did not drive the
Persians out of Greece. Salamis brought final victory nearly into the Greeks’ hands, but it
was not the last battle of the war.

Contrary to what Eurybiades had predicted at Andros in the autumn of 480 BC, the

Persians did not all leave Greece. A large enemy army remained on the Greek peninsula, 5
threatening Attica and the Peloponnese beyond, and aided and comforted by such famous
Greek states as Macedon and Thebes. In the end, only a wall of Spartan spears and a

sea of Spartan blood would drive them out. The result would bring glory to Sparta but not

to Eurybiades, for he was an admiral and not a general. And Athens would gain glory too,

for its spearmen stood in the front lines as well and fought hard, but none of that glory 10
would go to Themistocles.

B. Strauss, The Battle of Salamis

How convincing do you find B. Strauss’ interpretation of the importance of the battles of Salamis
and Plataea for the Greeks’ final victory in the war against Xerxes?

You must use your knowledge of the historical period and the ancient sources you have studied
to analyse and evaluate B. Strauss’ interpretation. [20]

Generally speaking, this passage question was engaged with well by many answers. Points were
identified that were convincing/ unconvincing typically included — the battles of Salamis and Plataea, the
role of Themistocles and Thebes and Macedon.

Additional own knowledge was usually integrated to support discussion and often this knowledge
included; battles of Mycale and Thermopylae, the evidence of the Serpent Column, the retreat of Xerxes
and the impact that this had on Persian forces, the role of other Greek states — notably Corinth at
Salamis and the clever actions of Themistocles — leaving messages for the lonians and the message to
Xerxes on the eve of Salamis. The most common ancient sources used in relation to this question were
Herodotus and Plutarch. When Thucydides was mentioned, it was usually in error.

Only very occasionally were the following potential discussion points identified; the role of Aegina at
Salamis, the role of Tegea at Plataea, the low Spartan casualties in the battle at Plataea and the role of
Pausanias. Very occasionally, answers demonstrated problems with chronology and incorporated
Darius’ invasion into the response.

Due credit was given for mention of Mycale as the question does refer to ‘the war against Xerxes’, so
even discussion of Eurymedon was allowed if appropriately set in context; however, others went further
to discuss Cimon’s victory in Cyprus and the ensuing Peace of Kallias, which were after Xerxes’ death.

In discussion of specific points in the interpretation, many picked out the concentration in the
interpretation on Sparta and Athens, with several mentioning the Serpent Column as well as Herodotus
as evidence of the number of Greek states involved at Plataea. There is still some confusion over the
number of states mentioned on the column — it is thirty-one (31).
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Many questioned the statement that Themistocles would receive no glory with most discussing his
portrayal in Herodotus and Plutarch.

‘Athens would gain glory too’ was frequently discussed, with the best answers able to refer to the
references to Athens’ part in defeating the Persians in the debate at Sparta in 432.

Most did pick out the statement about ‘sea of Spartan blood’ to criticise, with a few noting the small
numbers (ninety-one) of Spartan dead. Some, however, thought ‘sea’ meant this was a reference to a
naval battle.

Several suggested that Strauss had fallen for the ‘Spartan mirage’ created by Leonidas at Thermopylae.
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Section B overview

Many responses to Question 4 focused solely on the passages, leading to less convincing conclusions
about its usefulness. The evaluation of sources in Questions 5 and 6 was generally strong, although
some candidates still tend to copy standard phrases about each source at the end of their answers, often
repeating the same paragraphs, instead of assessing the reliability of the specific passage they used as
evidence. However, some candidates who did try to evaluate the passages tended to repeat the same
evaluation after each use of the same author. The goal should be to provide a contextual evaluation of
the passage.

Question 4

4 Read the passages below.

Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions

How useful are these passages for our understanding of how the Spartans viewed possessions
and wealth? [12]

The overall profile of responses to this question was a lot better than in recent years with the vast
majority scoring above Level 3, although there is still a trend to regard it as the least important question
as it attracts the fewest marks, so leaving to last and clearly often running out of time. Some were very
brief, even from otherwise very good answers, and without references to sources outside the passage,
and some even with none from the passage itself. Very few concentrated on ‘how useful’, which really
demands comparison with other sources for good evaluation and is vital in order to reach the highest
level.
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Other answers, who tended to be among the strongest, actually answered this question first.

There were many good comments from other sources about the syssitia in terms of ‘living together as a
community’, but very few picked up on ‘governors’ of ‘Greek cities’ with any comment about dating or to
what Xenophon is referring.

Very few answers addressed the issue of the source of the increased wealth mentioned by Xenophon,
with the best answers picking-up on the fact that things had changed in Sparta.

Many referenced Plutarch’s description of Lycurgus’ approach to coined money, with only a few in
evaluation going to point out that coins had not been invented by the time of Lycurgus’ supposed
reforms.

Some of the best answers highlighted Aristotle’s ‘no common state fund for ... wars’ with reference to
Archidamus’ speech in Thucydides and ‘bad at paying taxes’ but pointed out that in fact contributions to
syssitia were a type of tax and compulsory.

Most were able to discuss ‘most land is owned’ with reference to Lycurgus distribution of land in
Plutarch, and some mentioned Aristotle’s reference to 2/5 being owned by women.

Most of the better answers also included references to various individual Spartans accused of accepting
bribes/ stealing money, etc. when discussing ‘individuals with a love of money’.

A few mentioned the irony of Xenophon complaining about the lapse of old rules, including admitting
foreigners, alongside his own circumstances, but this extract does not mention this. However, with a
relevant reference from outside the passages to this, credit was given.

12 © OCR 2024
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Question 5*

5* ‘Commanders, other than kings, were far more effective as military leaders of the Spartans than
the kings themselves.’

To what extent do the sources agree with this statement?

You must use and analyse the ancient sources you have studied as well as your own knowledge
to support your answer. [36]

This was the more popular of the two option questions in Section B, with just over two-thirds of
candidates answering it. There was a good range of answers ranging from some quite weak to the very
top of the range.

Some responses discussed the rule of the ephors, which was allowed if connected to military decisions,
especially Sthenelaidas’ influence in getting the Spartans to vote for war in 432 BC; again, answers need
to read the question carefully.

Many responses discussed Alcibiades’ advice in Sparta; this was allowed as he was not a king, as long
they pointed out that he was not a Spartan.

Pausanias was allowed as an example of both a king and a non-king; the former because he was a
regent, the latter because he was not actually a king. The same applies to Nicomedes’ leadership at
Tanagra in 457. However, many answers discussed Pausanias’ leadership at Plataea, as well as
Leonidas’ at Thermopylae, which are both outside the time period (478-404 BC) for this depth study.
Likewise, some discussed the argument between Damaratus and Cleomenes. The latter was allowed as
it impacted on ensuing leadership by kings as only one was allowed on any campaign, especially if it
was mentioned that it was before the prescribed time period. Although there are references to Leonidas
and Pausanias within the prescribed sources, none of these specifically refer to their leadership.
Therefore, discussion of these was using knowledge from the period study and therefore not allowed as
it would put these answers at an advantage over those choosing the other two depth studies.

Pausanias was allowed as an example of poor leadership because of his attitude to the other Greeks in
478/7 and subsequent recall and disgrace, although some stated that he had received Persian bribes,
but this is not specifically mentioned in the sources.

Several responses mentioned that commanders might have turned out as better military commanders as
they had gone through the agoge while the kings famously did not.

Some responses discussed alternative factors than leadership that led to Spartan victory in the
Peloponnesian War, especially the importance of Persian financial support, but many did not give due
importance to the qualities of Lysander which were what guaranteed and maintained this support.

However, most responses did highlight the qualities of Lysander as a leader, although there was some
confusion of Lycurgus/Lysander. There was also some confusion over the amount of the pay rise the
Persian funds allowed Lysander to give to rowers — 1 to 3, 2 to 3 and the correct 3 to 4 obols.

Most responses were able to argue convincingly in support of the statement in the question with poor
kings as leaders and good non-kings. Only a few also discussed poor leadership from non-kings — e.g.
Callikratidas and Alcidas.
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Among discussion of various kings there was some confusion of their names, and which one did what —
especially Archidamus/ Agis/ Agesilaos. There was also some confusion over the problems Agis faced
with some stating he was recalled from Decelea and fined rather than the sanctions put on him in 418.

Most also contained good discussion of the obvious non-king commanders, Brasidas/ Gylippus/
Lysander, though there was confusion among weaker answers over which were mothakes or ephor.

Only the very best answers picked up on the different types of command kings and others were given,
the former traditional land-based commands with primarily Spartan hoplites within the ‘old-Greek’ world,
the latter non-traditional land-based outside the traditional area (e.g. Brasidas) or naval, with some
pointing out that this could also be seen as early as the Persian Wars (Eurybiades) although outside the
study period. A few mentioned that in order to defeat Athens, Sparta needed a fleet and therefore the
glory went to the non-king commander(s) of those fleets.

Some were also able to discuss Brasidas’ earlier distinguished actions before his Thracian campaign
(Methone 431 and Pylos 425, although neither of these references in Thucydides are in the prescription).

A few responses interpreted ‘commanders’ as unit commanders and highlighted the behaviour of
Amompharetus at Plataea (outside the period) and Aristocles and Hipponoidas (even though the names
were not quoted) at Mantinea. Credit was given for the discussion of the latter.

The date of Lysander’s involvement as navarch was frequently erroneously given as 411 BC, and in fact
the overall chronology of the lonian War was frequently muddled.

The majority of answers concentrated on events during the Peloponnesian War, although some did give
Archidamus’ quick response to the earthquake in 465 as an example of good leadership.
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Exemplar 2
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This is an excellent example of an analytical approach to a depth study essay. The response deals with
the central issue of the effectiveness of commanders other than kings in leading the Spartan military,
reaching firm judgements based on the evidence presented and discussed in the answer. It qualifies its
analysis with limitations on the evidence while exploring the roles of various leaders (kings and non-
kings) in leading the Spartan military campaigns and strategy. It blends the use of evidence, evaluation,
and pertinent argument well. The examples from the sources are relevant and detailed. The paragraph

reaches convincing conclusions through well-derived points of reason.
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Question 6*

6* ‘Sparta’s relationship with the Peloponnese League was more of a hindrance to Sparta than
a benefit.’

To what extent do you agree that this is an accurate assessment of the period 478-404 BC?

You must use and analyse the ancient sources you have studied as well as your own knowledge
to support your answer. [36]

This was the less popular essay question, and generally wasn’t answered as well as Question 5. As with
Question 5, some responses discussed other factors which affected Sparta which was not necessary for
this question.

Some responses mentioned the importance of Corinth and Megara as buffer states and how that
influenced Spartan policy towards them, and also their lack of navy (with reference to Archidamus’
speech) and Corinth’s importance.

Many mentioned the importance of Corinth in bringing about Sparta declaring war and also their
unhappiness with Sparta agreeing to the Peace of Nicias (although there was confusion with the Thirty
Years’ Peace). There was also confusion of the Hellenic/ Delian/ Peloponnesian Leagues among weaker
answers.

Some of the better responses discussed the bi-cameral format of the Peloponnesian League and the
problems this sometimes caused the Spartans, especially with reference to Corinth at the time of the
revolt of Samos.

Some answers criticised the allies for not coming to assist the Spartans in 465, but Thucydides says that
Spartans sent home Athens ‘while keeping the rest of their allies’.
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Cambridge. You'll also find links to our online courses on NEA marking
and support.

ExamBuilder is a free test-building platform, providing unlimited users
exclusively for staff at OCR centres with an Interchange account.

Choose from a large bank of questions to build personalised tests and
custom mark schemes, with the option to add custom cover pages to
simulate real examinations. You can also edit and download complete
past papers.

Find out more.

Review students’ exam performance with our free online results analysis
tool. It is available for all GCSEs, AS and A Levels and Cambridge
Nationals (examined units only).

Find out more.

You will need an Interchange account to access our digital products. If you do not have an
Interchange account please contact your centre administrator (usually the Exams Officer) to request
a username, or nominate an existing Interchange user in your department.


https://teachcambridge.org/landing
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/my-cambridge/index.aspx
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/my-cambridge/index.aspx
http://ocr.org.uk/administration/stage-5-post-results-services/enquiries-about-results/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/access-to-scripts/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/email-updates/
https://exambuilder.ocr.org.uk/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
https://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/past-paper-finder/exambuilder/
http://ocr.org.uk/activeresults

Need to get in touch? We really value your feedback

If you ever have any questions about OCR Click to send us an autogenerated email about
qualifications or services (including administration, this resource. Add comments if you want to.
logistics and teaching) please feel free to get in touch Let us know how we can improve this resource or
with our customer support centre. what else you need. Your email address will not be

used or shared for any marketing purposes.
Call uson

01223 553998 o| like this OI dislike this

Alternatively, you can email us on
support@ocr.org.uk

For more information visit

[ ocr.org.uk/qualifications/resource-finder
{8 ocr.org.uk

0 facebook.com/ocrexams

¥ twitter.com/ocrexams
instagram.com/ocrexaminations

M@ linkedin.com/company/ocr

O youtube.com/ocrexams

Please note — web links are correct at date
of publication but other websites may
change over time. If you have any problems
with a link you may want to navigate to that
organisation’s website for a direct search.

' CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS & ASSESSMENT

OCRis part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, a department of the University of Cambridge.

For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance programme your call may be recorded or monitored. © OCR 2024 Oxford Cambridge and
RSA Examinations is a Company Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA.
Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.

OCR operates academic and vocational qualifications regulated by Ofqual, Qualifications Wales and CCEA as listed in their qualifications registers including A Levels,
GCSEs, Cambridge Technicals and Cambridge Nationals.

OCR provides resources to help you deliver our qualifications. These resources do not represent any particular teaching method we expect you to use. We update
our resources regularly and aim to make sure content is accurate but please check the OCR website so that you have the most up to date version. OCR cannot be
held responsible for any errors or omissions in these resources.

Though we make every effort to check our resources, there may be contradictions between published support and the specification, so it is important that you
always use information in the latest specification. We indicate any specification changes within the document itself, change the version number and provide a
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between the specification and a resource, please contact us.

You can copy and distribute this resource in your centre, in line with any specific restrictions detailed in the resource. Resources intended for teacher use should not
be shared with students. Resources should not be published on social media platforms or other websites.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: N/A

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR or are thinking about switching, you can request more information using our Expression of Interest form.

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of resources we offer to support you in delivering our qualifications.
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