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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).

3 © OCR 2024




A Level History A - Y308/01 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report

Paper Y308 series overview

Y308 is one of twenty one units for Paper 3 of the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests
an extended period of History of at least one hundred years through an interpretation question on a
named in-depth topic and through two essays.

The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates are required to use contextual knowledge
to test the views of two historians about one of the three named in-depth topics or an aspect of one. The
guestion does not require them to comment on the style of writing or the provenance of the
interpretation.

In Section B candidates are required to answer two essay questions from a choice of three.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

e showed a clear understanding of the views of | ¢ showed a limited understanding of one or both
the two interpretations in relation to the of the interpretations

question e did not go beyond a basic explanation of part

e were able to use contextual knowledge to test of the interpretation
the interpretations, linking that knowledge
directly to the interpretation through evaluative
words

e did not link any contextual knowledge directly
to the interpretation and therefore did not
evaluate the interpretation

e were able to consider both the strengths and
limitations of both Interpretations using
contextual knowledge

e adopted a chronological rather than thematic
approach

¢ did not make links or comparisons even if
events from different parts of the period were
¢ adopted a thematic approach discussed in the same paragraph

e covered the whole period in a balanced way

¢ made links and comparisons between aspects | ¢ did not cover the whole period

of the topic ¢ did not focus on the precise wording of the

¢ explained the links and comparisons guestion
e supported their arguments with precise and ¢ made unsupported comments about issues
relevant examples which were no more than assertions.

¢ reached a supported judgement about the
issue in the question.

4 © OCR 2024



A Level History A - Y308/01 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report

Section A overview

There is one compulsory question in this section. This question requires candidates to explain the view
of each interpretation in relation to the question and then evaluate the interpretation by the application of
contextual knowledge. Responses should show an understanding of the wider debate connected to the
issue.

Question 1

1 Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages.

Explain which you think is more convincing as an explanation of Catherine de Medici’s role in the
St Bartholomew’s Day Massacre. [30]

The two interpretations offered very different views as to the nature of the St Bartholomew’s Day
Massacre. It is important that responses take an overview of the interpretation and consider what view it
is offering about the issue in the question, rather than cherry pick a phrase and then evaluate that.

Interpretation A argued that Catherine was central to the planning of the murder of Coligny. Interpretation
B suggested that she was not to blame as it would have gone against her basic aim of ending the Wars
of Religion.

Exemplar 1 provides an example of a more successful, focused response that was placed in Level 6. It
shows the depth of knowledge and level of evaluation expected. There were a number of candidates
who simply explained the two interpretations, often using knowledge to support that explanation, but did
not evaluate the passages. Evaluation requires candidates to give a value to the interpretation in each
passage about the issue in the question, hence it is important to take an overview of what the view of the
interpretation is.

There was much contextual knowledge that could have been used to test the views. In supporting
Interpretation A, responses often made reference to the influence of Coligny and the issue of war and
the influence of the Guise family. However, many responses challenged this and argued the
interpretation went against her aim of ending religious conflict. This knowledge was either used to
challenge Interpretation A or support Interpretation B and responses made reference to the Peace of St
Germain. In challenging Interpretation A some response also referenced the limited influence of Coligny.
However, others argued that Interpretation A was correct and challenged Interpretation B, arguing that
many at the time accused her of plotting, including her own son, the Duke of Anjou. Either argument was
valid provided the evaluation was supported.
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Exemplar 1
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Assessment for learning

@ ‘Evaluate’ means give a value to the interpretation. In simple terms, is the view valid?
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Section B overview

Candidates are required to answer two questions from a choice of three. To do well on Section B
candidates need to make connections and links across the whole period of their study. They should
explain similarities and differences between the events they are discussing to show an awareness of
continuity and change across the whole period, unless instructed otherwise. The comparisons may be
made across the period within the topic or between regions, depending on the Topic. It is also important
that the comparisons are explained - what is similar or different between the periods or regions.

The strongest responses will test a hypothesis and reach a supported judgement.

Question 2*

2* ‘The revival of the Catholic Church in the period from 1492 to 1610, owed little to the impact of
Protestantism.’
How far do you agree? [25]

This was the most popular question, but many struggled to display synthesis despite having a good
knowledge of the topic. Candidates were usually able to identify a range of themes, such as doctrine;
discipline; the role of individuals; new orders; Councils; rulers and the Papacy. However, within those
issues they were unable to compare whether they were the result of Protestantism or an already
underway Catholic revival. In discussing new orders, for example, some argued that these were already
underway and continued to develop even during the Reformation, but perhaps changed their emphasis
and direction, as seen with the Jesuits in terms of education, but were also not influenced by the
Reformation as they spread Catholicism to the New World and Asia.

An area that could have been developed was that of secular rulers; a case could have been made that
they did respond to the challenge of Protestantism, as seen with Philip, although that could have been
compared to the work of Ferdinand and Isabella.

In discussing the use of Councils, Trent might suggest that it was a response to Protestantism, but again
there had been Councils before, but what had changed was the urgency.

Exemplar 2 shows a response that shows some synthesis, particularly in one part of the essay and this
is why it reached Level 5. In order to go to Level 6 it would need to be more sustained and it might be
helpful for centres to compare this with the exemplars for Y306 and Y312.

Misconception

Synthesis does not mean stating something is similar; there needs to be direct comparison
and explanation as to whether something is similar or different, or whether there is change or
continuity.
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Exemplar 2
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Question 3*

3* ‘The key institutions of the Catholic Church were radically changed by the Catholic Reformation.’

How far do you agree with this view of the period from 1492 to 16107 [25]

This was the least popular question, with many candidates unable to identify what is meant by an
‘institution’. This could have included bodies such as the Papacy, the Inquisition, the Curia, religious
orders and the clergy.

Candidates should then have considered the extent to which these institutions changed or remained the
same over the period. This was perhaps best seen with the Papacy with candidates able to compare the
Renaissance Papacy with the improvements later in the period or the numbers who visited Rome in
1600 and compare that with the events of the Sack of Rome in 1527.

In discussing reforms that impacted the institution of bishops, again it might be argued that there was a
radical change from many residing in Rome, or never visiting their diocese, to the later period when they
were sent back to their sees. However, this view could be challenged by reference to individuals such as
Borromeo or Cisneros. The Inquisition might have been seen as a point of continuity as it had been
established before the Catholic Reformation and did not change, although it might be argued that its
focus did change, similarly religious orders and their development had been seen before this period,
although with the Jesuits a case for radical change could be made.

Misconception

O Candidates did not understand what was meant by an institution.
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Question 4*

4* ‘The contributions of reformers, such as Erasmus and Loyola, were more important in shaping
the Catholic Reformation than the actions of the popes during the period from 1492 to 1610.’

How far do you agree? [25]

This was a popular question and there were many responses that displayed good explanation but did not
show high levels of synthesis. Many responses simply went through the actions of Erasmus, Loyola and
a range of Popes explaining what each did, even if this was in a thematic approach. At a basic level
there was sometimes comparison made at the end of each theme. This allowed some synthesis to be
shown, with many arguing that in most instances the Popes were more important because of their
influence and explaining this, particularly in terms of their authority. This was most notably seen when
comparing the influence of Loyola with that of the Papacy.

The most common themes discussed were doctrine, spreading Catholicism, education and spiritual
revival. In discussing doctrine many compared Erasmus and Cisneros with the Papacy and argued that
although individuals were important, their influence was limited compared with the Papacy and the
influence of Trent. However, some did argue that in both education and spiritual revival individuals were
more important. These responses used the example of Loyola when discussing both themes but did note
that his approval depended on the Papacy. Some responses also considered the influence of individuals
such as Teresa d’Avila and John of the Cross in reviving spirituality but noted again their limitations.
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