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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Paper Y302/01 series overview 

Y302 is one of 21 units for Paper 3 of the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an 

extended period of History of at least one hundred years through an interpretation question on a named 

in-depth topic and through two essays.  

The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates are required to use contextual knowledge 

to test the views of two historians about one of the three named in-depth topics or an aspect of one. The 

question does not require them to comment on the style of writing or the provenance of the 

interpretation.  

In Section B candidates are required to answer two essay questions from a choice of three. 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally: 

• showed a clear understanding of the views of
the two interpretations in relation to the
question

• were able to use contextual knowledge to test
the interpretations, linking that knowledge
directly to the interpretation through evaluative
words

• were able to consider the strengths and
limitations of both Interpretations using
contextual knowledge

• covered the whole period in a balanced way

• adopted a thematic approach

• make links and comparisons between aspects
of the topic

• explain the links and comparisons

• support their arguments with precise and
relevant examples

• reach a supported judgement about the issue
in the question.

• showed a limited understanding of one or both
of the Interpretations

• did not go beyond a basic explanation of the
Interpretation.

• did not link contextual knowledge directly to
the Interpretation and therefore did not
evaluate the Interpretation.

• adopted a chronological rather than thematic
approach.

• did not make links or comparisons, even if
events from different parts of the period were
discussed in the same paragraph.

• did not cover the whole period.

• did not focus on the precise wording of the
question.

• did not use specific and relevant evidence

• made unsupported comments about issues
which were no more than assertions.
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Section A overview 

There is one compulsory question in this section. This question requires candidates to explain the view 

of each interpretation in relation to the question and then evaluate the interpretation by the application of 

contextual knowledge. Responses should show an understanding of the wider debate connected to the 

issue. 

Section A in Paper Y302 is focused on the development of York under the Vikings. 

 

Question 1 

Almost all candidates were able to correctly identify and explain the debate reflected in the passages, 

with Passage A suggesting that limited development of York occurred under the Vikings, and Passage B 

suggesting that significant development occurred. The vast majority of candidates found little to agree 

with in Passage A, and this was a perfectly valid approach, with stronger candidates able to use specific 

evidence to challenge some of the claims in the passage. Some candidates were able to support 

Passage A’s claim that ‘the Vikings may have contributed to the urban community but are unlikely to 

have created it’ with knowledge of the existing Roman and Saxon city, and the integration of Viking 

culture that occurred. Most candidates found much to agree with in Passage B and were able to support 

the arguments about the impact of trade with knowledge of the variety of objects and treasures found in 

York as a result of Viking trading, such as silk.  

Weaker responses simply explained the passages, without providing specific evidence either in support 

of them or to challenge them. Some responses were unbalanced, focusing mostly on one passage. It 

should also be noted that any evidence used should be linked to the question and the passages – some 

candidates used examples from, or wrote at length about, settlements other than York in their answer, 

and this could not be credited unless directly linked to the question.  

In the exemplar provided, the candidate has clearly used detailed evidence to support the claims made 

in Passage B. The candidate is very well focused on the question, using evaluative language, clearly 

signposting at the end of each paragraph how they are addressing the question. They reach a 

reasonable judgement.  

The exemplar response is Level 6 standard due to the detailed knowledge shown and clear focus on the 

question. It did not achieve full marks as there was still some slight imbalance between the treatment of 

the passages.  

Assessment for learning 

 

Remind candidates that evidence used must be relevant to the question and clearly linked to 

points made in the passages. For example, in this question, evidence should have focused on 

the settlement in York as opposed to settlements elsewhere.  
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Exemplar 1 

  

Assessment for learning 

 

Candidates can challenge the view in the passage as well as support it. As long as 

candidates clearly identify the claim they wish to challenge, and provide valid evidence to do 

so, this is a valid approach. For this question, many candidates successfully disagreed with 

the view presented in Passage A.  
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Section B overview 

Candidates are required to answer two questions from a choice of three. To do well on Section B 

candidates need to make connections and links across the whole period of their study. They should 

explain similarities and differences between the events they are discussing to show an awareness of 

continuity and change across the whole period, unless instructed otherwise. The comparisons may be 

made across the period within the topic or between regions, depending on the topic. It is also important 

that the comparisons are explained - what is similar or different between the periods or regions.  

The strongest answers will test a hypothesis and reach a supported judgement. 

 

Question 2* 

This was the least popular question of the three essays and elicited a range of responses from 

candidates. In order to reach the higher levels of the mark scheme, candidates were expected to 

compare personal wealth with other themes  that may have contributed to accession to the throne or the 

growth of personal power, such as family links and heritage, or strength in battle.  

The strongest responses considered a range of themes, and often concluded that personal wealth was 

linked to all other themes, as ruling families were often wealthy, and success in battle both required 

wealth to be successful and resulted in greater wealth. Some candidates took a theme-by-theme 

approach, providing examples from across the time period to illustrate each. Some candidates took a 

geographical approach, considering regional differences in how the rulers of Denmark, Sweden, and 

Norway came to power, as well as Viking rulers in other parts of Europe. Either approach was valid in 

order to show synthesis, providing candidates used a range of examples from across the period as a 

whole.  

Weaker responses were often very vague/general, with candidates unable to call on specific examples to 

support their arguments, or occasionally candidates did not consider alternative themes to personal 

wealth.  
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Question 3* 

This was the most popular of the three essays. Most candidates were able to identify a range of themes 

for discussion, comparing reward of treasure with ‘push’ factors from Scandinavia such as a lack of 

arable land, and ‘pull’ factors from England and Scotland such as slaves or fertile land for settlement, as 

well as themes such as Viking culture and the need to prove themselves in battle, revenge and ongoing 

feuds between the Vikings and Saxons later in the period, or desire for conquest. All of these were valid 

approaches and provided some interesting and varied answers. Most candidates were also well focused 

on raids in England and Scotland, though a minority did include examples from further afield, which were 

not relevant to the question.  

The strongest answers were able to take each theme and provide examples from across the time period 

that showed either change or continuity in motives. Many candidates concluded that motives varied over 

time, but that reward of treasure always remained as a motive in some form. Many weaker responses 

were able to explain a variety of motives in general terms but were unable to support these with specific 

examples. Many candidates also provided evidence from earlier in the period, such as the raids on 

Lindisfarne and Iona, but did not cover the whole period, often neglecting the 900s/1000s.  

It should be noted that when comparing examples across the period, candidates do need to explain 

these comparisons in order to show synthesis. Many candidates listed examples but did not explain the 

similarities or differences in order to reach the higher levels of the mark scheme.  

In the extract shown, the candidate has chosen a range of examples from across the period to explore 

how reward of treasure and political reasons were motives throughout the period. The candidate largely 

‘lists’ examples, but there is a little bit of explanation alluding to change or continuity at the end of each 

paragraph. This response achieved a mark at the top of Level 4, as it attempts synthesis with some 

detailed examples from across the period. It did not reach Level 5 as the response did not reach a final 

judgement.  

Assessment for learning 

 

Remind candidates that they must cover the whole period and reach a final judgement in 

order to reach the higher levels of the mark scheme.  
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Exemplar 2  
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Question 4* 

This was a popular question, though responses were very varied in quality. The strongest responses 

identified a range of themes that expressed Viking culture and religion, comparing the Jelling 

monuments with themes such as art, literature, and sagas, feasting and other religious rituals, or even 

shipbuilding (particularly when also referencing ship burials). Some very strong responses were able to 

identify similarities and differences between regions, suggesting that expressions of culture and religion 

were often different not only at different times, but in different countries/regions. Some candidates 

concluded that the Jelling monuments were the greatest expression of Viking culture as they 

encompassed elements of pagan and Christian beliefs, while others concluded that the Jelling 

monuments were specific to a particular time and place, and that other features of Viking culture were 

more reflective of Viking culture as a whole. Both were valid conclusions, with no set answer expected.  

Weaker responses to this question struggled to cover the period, focusing only on one or two specific 

examples. Some candidates also drifted from the focus of the question, and explored how successful 

different rulers were at introducing Christianity, rather than answering the question set.  

The exemplar here shows a distinct difference between two paragraphs. In the first paragraph, the 

candidate has used examples from across the period to explain how Viking art styles changed, and 

therefore why Viking art is a great expression of Viking culture. It is well focused on the question. The 

next paragraph is more descriptive, showing knowledge of standing stones/monuments but with weaker 

explanation and focus on the question. Due to this inconsistency (the quality of the response continued 

to weaken throughout the response), the answer achieved a low Level 4. The response was mostly 

focused, with some detailed knowledge, but neither the focus nor the detail was consistent enough to 

achieve Level 5, or secure higher in Level 4. The first paragraph shows the synthesis and focus that we 

are looking for in this unit.  

Exemplar 3  
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