Qualification
Accredited

A LEVEL

Examiners’ report

HISTORY A

H505

For first teaching in 2015

Y302/01 Summer 2024 series

Version 1

OCR

Oxford Cambridge and RSA

ocr.org.uk/history


http://www.ocr.org.uk/subjects/history/

A Level History A - Y302/01 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report

Contents

LyigoTe VTt o] o RO TP TP P PP PPPETPPP PPN 3

Paper Y302/0L SEIES OVEIVIEW ......cceieeiitiiia s e e eeeeeeetti e s e e e eeeeeeattea e e eaeaeeeeeats s aaeaaeeesnsennaaaeeaeeeesnssnnaasaeaaees 4

SECHION A OVEIVIEW ...ttt ettt e 4444 e bttt e e o444 4o b e ettt e e o444 e bbb e b e e e e e e e e e rneeeeaeeas 5
[ 111211 1 o o 5

SECLON B OVEIVIEW ... e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 10
(@ T8 T=1) 110 o [OOSR 10
L@ T 1= 1 o] o R SR 11
L@ T8 T=1) 110 o 1 AP 15

(@] o) Y/ 4 {0 ] 01881 01{0] 8 14> 4 o] o 18

2 © OCR 2024



A Level History A - Y302/01 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report

Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y302/01 series overview

Y302 is one of 21 units for Paper 3 of the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an
extended period of History of at least one hundred years through an interpretation question on a named
in-depth topic and through two essays.

The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates are required to use contextual knowledge
to test the views of two historians about one of the three named in-depth topics or an aspect of one. The
question does not require them to comment on the style of writing or the provenance of the
interpretation.

In Section B candidates are required to answer two essay questions from a choice of three.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

¢ showed a clear understanding of the views of | ¢ showed a limited understanding of one or both
the two interpretations in relation to the of the Interpretations

question « did not go beyond a basic explanation of the

e were able to use contextual knowledge to test Interpretation.
the interpretations, linking that knowledge
directly to the interpretation through evaluative
words

¢ did not link contextual knowledge directly to
the Interpretation and therefore did not
evaluate the Interpretation.

¢ were able to consider the strengths and
limitations of both Interpretations using
contextual knowledge

¢ adopted a chronological rather than thematic
approach.

¢ did not make links or comparisons, even if
events from different parts of the period were
¢ adopted a thematic approach discussed in the same paragraph.

e covered the whole period in a balanced way

e make links and comparisons between aspects | e did not cover the whole period.

of the topic e did not focus on the precise wording of the

e explain the links and comparisons question.

e support their arguments with precise and ¢ did not use specific and relevant evidence

relevant examples ,
e made unsupported comments about issues

e reach a supported judgement about the issue which were no more than assertions.
in the question.
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Section A overview

There is one compulsory question in this section. This question requires candidates to explain the view
of each interpretation in relation to the question and then evaluate the interpretation by the application of
contextual knowledge. Responses should show an understanding of the wider debate connected to the
issue.

Section A in Paper Y302 is focused on the development of York under the Vikings.

Question 1
1 Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages.

Explain which you think is more convincing as an explanation of the development of York under
the Vikings. [30]

Almost all candidates were able to correctly identify and explain the debate reflected in the passages,
with Passage A suggesting that limited development of York occurred under the Vikings, and Passage B
suggesting that significant development occurred. The vast majority of candidates found little to agree
with in Passage A, and this was a perfectly valid approach, with stronger candidates able to use specific
evidence to challenge some of the claims in the passage. Some candidates were able to support
Passage A’s claim that ‘the Vikings may have contributed to the urban community but are unlikely to
have created it’ with knowledge of the existing Roman and Saxon city, and the integration of Viking
culture that occurred. Most candidates found much to agree with in Passage B and were able to support
the arguments about the impact of trade with knowledge of the variety of objects and treasures found in
York as a result of Viking trading, such as silk.

Weaker responses simply explained the passages, without providing specific evidence either in support
of them or to challenge them. Some responses were unbalanced, focusing mostly on one passage. It
should also be noted that any evidence used should be linked to the question and the passages — some
candidates used examples from, or wrote at length about, settlements other than York in their answer,
and this could not be credited unless directly linked to the question.

In the exemplar provided, the candidate has clearly used detailed evidence to support the claims made
in Passage B. The candidate is very well focused on the question, using evaluative language, clearly
signposting at the end of each paragraph how they are addressing the question. They reach a
reasonable judgement.

The exemplar response is Level 6 standard due to the detailed knowledge shown and clear focus on the
question. It did not achieve full marks as there was still some slight imbalance between the treatment of
the passages.

Assessment for learning

@ Remind candidates that evidence used must be relevant to the question and clearly linked to

points made in the passages. For example, in this question, evidence should have focused on
the settlement in York as opposed to settlements elsewhere.
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Assessment for learning

©

Candidates can challenge the view in the passage as well as support it. As long as

candidates clearly identify the claim they wish to challenge, and provide valid evidence to do
S0, this is a valid approach. For this question, many candidates successfully disagreed with

the view presented in Passage A.

Exemplar 1
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Section B overview

Candidates are required to answer two questions from a choice of three. To do well on Section B
candidates need to make connections and links across the whole period of their study. They should
explain similarities and differences between the events they are discussing to show an awareness of
continuity and change across the whole period, unless instructed otherwise. The comparisons may be
made across the period within the topic or between regions, depending on the topic. It is also important
that the comparisons are explained - what is similar or different between the periods or regions.

The strongest answers will test a hypothesis and reach a supported judgement.

Question 2*

2*  ‘Throughout the period from ¢.790 to 1066, accession to the throne and personal power in Viking
society was determined by personal wealth.’

How far do you agree? [25]

This was the least popular question of the three essays and elicited a range of responses from
candidates. In order to reach the higher levels of the mark scheme, candidates were expected to
compare personal wealth with other themes that may have contributed to accession to the throne or the
growth of personal power, such as family links and heritage, or strength in battle.

The strongest responses considered a range of themes, and often concluded that personal wealth was
linked to all other themes, as ruling families were often wealthy, and success in battle both required
wealth to be successful and resulted in greater wealth. Some candidates took a theme-by-theme
approach, providing examples from across the time period to illustrate each. Some candidates took a
geographical approach, considering regional differences in how the rulers of Denmark, Sweden, and
Norway came to power, as well as Viking rulers in other parts of Europe. Either approach was valid in
order to show synthesis, providing candidates used a range of examples from across the period as a
whole.

Weaker responses were often very vague/general, with candidates unable to call on specific examples to
support their arguments, or occasionally candidates did not consider alternative themes to personal
wealth.

10 © OCR 2024




A Level History A - Y302/01 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report

Question 3*

3* ‘The reward of treasure was the most important motive for Viking raids on England and Scotland.’

How far do you agree with this view of the period from ¢.790 to 10667 [25]

This was the most popular of the three essays. Most candidates were able to identify a range of themes
for discussion, comparing reward of treasure with ‘push’ factors from Scandinavia such as a lack of
arable land, and ‘pull’ factors from England and Scotland such as slaves or fertile land for settlement, as
well as themes such as Viking culture and the need to prove themselves in battle, revenge and ongoing
feuds between the Vikings and Saxons later in the period, or desire for conquest. All of these were valid
approaches and provided some interesting and varied answers. Most candidates were also well focused
on raids in England and Scotland, though a minority did include examples from further afield, which were
not relevant to the question.

The strongest answers were able to take each theme and provide examples from across the time period
that showed either change or continuity in motives. Many candidates concluded that motives varied over
time, but that reward of treasure always remained as a motive in some form. Many weaker responses
were able to explain a variety of motives in general terms but were unable to support these with specific
examples. Many candidates also provided evidence from earlier in the period, such as the raids on
Lindisfarne and lona, but did not cover the whole period, often neglecting the 900s/1000s.

It should be noted that when comparing examples across the period, candidates do need to explain
these comparisons in order to show synthesis. Many candidates listed examples but did not explain the
similarities or differences in order to reach the higher levels of the mark scheme.

In the extract shown, the candidate has chosen a range of examples from across the period to explore
how reward of treasure and political reasons were motives throughout the period. The candidate largely
‘lists” examples, but there is a little bit of explanation alluding to change or continuity at the end of each
paragraph. This response achieved a mark at the top of Level 4, as it attempts synthesis with some
detailed examples from across the period. It did not reach Level 5 as the response did not reach a final
judgement.

Assessment for learning

Remind candidates that they must cover the whole period and reach a final judgement in
order to reach the higher levels of the mark scheme.

11 © OCR 2024
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Exemplar 2
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Question 4*

4* ‘Harald’'s Jelling monuments were the greatest expression of Viking culture and religion in the
period from ¢.790 to 1066.

How far do you agree? [25]

This was a popular question, though responses were very varied in quality. The strongest responses
identified a range of themes that expressed Viking culture and religion, comparing the Jelling
monuments with themes such as art, literature, and sagas, feasting and other religious rituals, or even
shipbuilding (particularly when also referencing ship burials). Some very strong responses were able to
identify similarities and differences between regions, suggesting that expressions of culture and religion
were often different not only at different times, but in different countries/regions. Some candidates
concluded that the Jelling monuments were the greatest expression of Viking culture as they
encompassed elements of pagan and Christian beliefs, while others concluded that the Jelling
monuments were specific to a particular time and place, and that other features of Viking culture were
more reflective of Viking culture as a whole. Both were valid conclusions, with no set answer expected.

Weaker responses to this question struggled to cover the period, focusing only on one or two specific
examples. Some candidates also drifted from the focus of the question, and explored how successful
different rulers were at introducing Christianity, rather than answering the question set.

The exemplar here shows a distinct difference between two paragraphs. In the first paragraph, the
candidate has used examples from across the period to explain how Viking art styles changed, and
therefore why Viking art is a great expression of Viking culture. It is well focused on the question. The
next paragraph is more descriptive, showing knowledge of standing stones/monuments but with weaker
explanation and focus on the question. Due to this inconsistency (the quality of the response continued
to weaken throughout the response), the answer achieved a low Level 4. The response was mostly
focused, with some detailed knowledge, but neither the focus nor the detail was consistent enough to
achieve Level 5, or secure higher in Level 4. The first paragraph shows the synthesis and focus that we
are looking for in this unit.

Exemplar 3
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Copyright information

Question 1, Viking Age England 43-57, © Julian D Richards, VIKING AGE ENGLAND, page 43-57,
History Press Limited, 2004.

Question 1, The Anglo-Saxon World 379-380, © Ryan M. J., Nicholas Higham, The Anglo-Saxon World,
page 379-380, Yale University Press,2013. Reproduced with permission of The Licensor through
PLSclear.
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Supporting you

Teach
Cambridge

Reviews of
marking

Access to

Scripts

Keep up-to-date

OCR
Professional
Development

Signed up for
ExamBuilder?

Active Results

Make sure you visit our secure website Teach Cambridge to find the full
range of resources and support for the subjects you teach. This includes
secure materials such as set assignments and exemplars, online and
on-demand training.

Don’t have access? If your school or college teaches any OCR
qualifications, please contact your exams officer. You can forward them
this link to help get you started.

If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to
consider one of our post-results services. For full information about the
options available visit the OCR website.

We've made it easier for Exams Officers to download copies of your
candidates' completed papers or 'scripts'. Your centre can use these
scripts to decide whether to request a review of marking and to support
teaching and learning.

Our free, on-demand service, Access to Scripts is available via our
single sign-on service, My Cambridge. Step-by-step instructions are on
our website.

We send a monthly bulletin to tell you about important updates. You can
also sign up for your subject specific updates. If you haven’t already,

sign up here.

Attend one of our popular professional development courses to hear
directly from a senior assessor or drop in to a Q&A session. Most of our
courses are delivered live via an online platform, so you can attend from
any location.

Please find details for all our courses for your subject on Teach
Cambridge. You'll also find links to our online courses on NEA marking
and support.

ExamBuilder is a free test-building platform, providing unlimited users
exclusively for staff at OCR centres with an Interchange account.

Choose from a large bank of questions to build personalised tests and
custom mark schemes, with the option to add custom cover pages to
simulate real examinations. You can also edit and download complete
past papers.

Find out more.

Review students’ exam performance with our free online results analysis
tool. It is available for all GCSEs, AS and A Levels and Cambridge
Nationals (examined units only).

Find out more.

You will need an Interchange account to access our digital products. If you do not have an
Interchange account please contact your centre administrator (usually the Exams Officer) to request
a username, or nominate an existing Interchange user in your department.


https://teachcambridge.org/landing
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/my-cambridge/index.aspx
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/my-cambridge/index.aspx
http://ocr.org.uk/administration/stage-5-post-results-services/enquiries-about-results/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/access-to-scripts/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/email-updates/
https://exambuilder.ocr.org.uk/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
https://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/past-paper-finder/exambuilder/
http://ocr.org.uk/activeresults

Online courses

Enhance your skills and confidence in internal assessment

What are our online courses?

Our online courses are self-paced eLearning
courses designed to help you deliver, mark

and administer internal assessment for our
qualifications. They are suitable for both new and
experienced teachers who want to refresh their
knowledge and practice.

Why should you use our online
courses?

With these online courses you will:

* learn about the key principles and processes
of internal assessment and standardisation

* gain a deeper understanding of the marking
criteria and how to apply them consistently
and accurately

+ see examples of student work with commentary
and feedback from OCR moderators

* have the opportunity to practise marking and
compare your judgements with those of OCR
moderators

» receive instant feedback and guidance on
your marking and standardisation skills

* be able to track your progress and
achievements through the courses.

How can you access our online
courses?

Access courses from Teach Cambridge. Teach
Cambridge is our secure teacher website, where
you'll find all teacher support for your subject.

If you already have a Teach Cambridge account,
you'll find available courses for your subject under
Assessment - NEA/Coursework - Online courses.
Click on the blue arrow to start the course.

If you don’t have a Teach Cambridge account
yet, ask your exams officer to set you up — just
send them this link and ask them to add you as a
Teacher.

Access the courses anytime, anywhere and at
your own pace. You can also revisit the courses as
many times as you need.

Which courses are available?

There are two types of online course: an
introductory module and subject-specific
courses.

The introductory module, Building your Confidence
in Internal Assessment, is designed for all teachers
who are involved in internal assessment for our
qualifications. It covers the following topics:

» the purpose and benefits of internal assessment

» the roles and responsibilities of teachers,
assessors, internal verifiers and moderators

+ the principles and methods of standardisation

+ the best practices for collecting, storing and
submitting evidence

* the common issues and challenges in internal
assessment and how to avoid them.

The subject-specific courses are tailored for each
qualification that has non-exam assessment (NEA)
units, except for AS Level and Entry Level. They
cover the following topics:

+ the structure and content of the NEA units

+ the assessment objectives and marking criteria
for the NEA units

+ examples of student work with commentary and
feedback for the NEA units

* interactive marking practice and feedback
for the NEA units.

We are also developing courses for some of the
examined units, which will be available soon.

How can you get support and
feedback?
If you have any queries, please contact our

Customer Support Centre on 01223 553998 or
email support@ocr.org.uk.

We welcome your feedback and suggestions on
how to improve the online courses and make them
more useful and relevant for you. You can share
your views by completing the evaluation form at
the end of each course.
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https://teachcambridge.org/landing
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/my-cambridge/
mailto:support@ocr.org.uk

Need to get in touch? We really value your feedback

If you ever have any questions about OCR Click to send us an autogenerated email about

qualifications or services (including administration, this resource. Add comments if you want to.

logistics and teaching) please feel free to get in touch Let us know how we can improve this resource or

with our customer support centre. what else you need. Your email address will not be
used or shared for any marketing purposes.

Callus on

01223 553998 I like this | dislike this

Alternatively, you can email us on
support@ocr.org.uk

For more information visit

[0 ocr.org.uk/qualifications/resource-finder

¥ ocr.org.uk

@ facebook.com/ocrexams

¥ twitter.com/ocrexams

instagram.com/ocrexaminations
linkedin.com/company/ocr

O youtube.com/ocrexams

Please note — web links are correct at date
of publication but other websites may
change over time. If you have any problems
with a link you may want to navigate to that
organisation’s website for a direct search.

' CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS & ASSESSMENT

OCRis part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, a department of the University of Cambridge.

For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance programme your call may be recorded or monitored. © OCR 2024 Oxford Cambridge and
RSA Examinations is a Company Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA.
Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.

OCR operates academic and vocational qualifications regulated by Ofqual, Qualifications Wales and CCEA as listed in their qualifications registers including A Levels,
GCSEs, Cambridge Technicals and Cambridge Nationals.

OCR provides resources to help you deliver our qualifications. These resources do not represent any particular teaching method we expect you to use. We update
our resources regularly and aim to make sure content is accurate but please check the OCR website so that you have the most up to date version. OCR cannot be
held responsible for any errors or omissions in these resources.

Though we make every effort to check our resources, there may be contradictions between published support and the specification, so it is important that you
always use information in the latest specification. We indicate any specification changes within the document itself, change the version number and provide a
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between the specification and a resource, please contact us.

You can copy and distribute this resource in your centre, in line with any specific restrictions detailed in the resource. Resources intended for teacher use should not
be shared with students. Resources should not be published on social media platforms or other websites.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: N/A

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR or are thinking about switching, you can request more information using our Expression of Interest form.

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of resources we offer to support you in delivering our qualifications.
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