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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y209 series overview

Y209 is one of twenty four units in Paper 2 for the A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests
an extended period of History of about 100 years through a short answer essay question and a
traditional essay question. The paper contains two questions, each having two parts, a short answer
essay and a traditional essay. Candidates have to answer both parts of one question.

To do well on the short answer essay question, candidates need to consider the significance or
importance of both issues, factors, individuals or events mentioned in relation to the question. Having
analysed or explained both they must reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important or
significant.

To do well on the traditional essay, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed
supporting knowledge. To reach the higher levels candidates need to assess the issues they discuss
and reach a supported judgement, at least in the conclusion.

There was an even split between responses addressing Question 1 and those that looked at Question 2.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

e gave equal consideration to the two issues in considered only one of the issues or discussed

the short answer essay one in a superficial way

e reached a developed and supported e produced a judgement that was not supported
judgement as to which issue was more and was therefore assertion or a judgement
significant or important that did not follow logically from the response

¢ linked their knowledge of the issues to the e were unable to use their knowledge to address
focus of the question the issue in the question

e discussed at least two issues in depth when e showed a poor understanding of the major
answering the essay question issues relevant to the essay

e gave supporting detail that was both accurate | ¢ were unable to support their response with
and relevant to the question set, not just the relevant or accurate material
topic

¢ did not focus on the precise wording of the
e reached a supported judgement about the question

issue in the question e made unsupported comments about issues

¢ made a series of interim judgements about the which were no more than assertions.
issues discussed in relation to the question.
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Question 1 (a) (i) and (ii)

1
(a) Which of the following contributed more to the strength of the Songhay Empire?

(i) Centres of learning
(ii) The economy

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

Candidates were largely able to provide analyses of both factors with the use of reasonably detailed
relevant knowledge. For centres of learning, candidates tended to focus on Timbuktu and the cultivation
of Islamic scholarship under Askia Muhammad I. This was often contrasted with the more repressive
policies of Sonni Ali in the aftermath of the city’s conquest. Some candidates recognised the broader
value of the development of centres of learning as the training grounds of the officials who would
administer the empire.

For the economy, candidates often noted Songhay’s advantageous geographical position which allowed
it to benefit from the region’s trade routes. These trading connections were also enhanced by the
reputation of cities like Timbuktu as centres of Islamic scholarship, since many of the traders who visited
the empire were from Islamic communities.

As in Exemplar 1, stronger responses provided relevant knowledge and were evaluative in their
approach, arguing that one factor was more important than the other.
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Exemplar 1

| o- The CCOppits Contrdoreed Mose o Zhe Scrcm(—L
@Q b"\é_ grm‘nnq Z.MDFC‘I’ hﬂfﬁk)bﬁ.dﬁ A}ﬂ b&hgiﬁ
Lo tl-\r_c @.h&ﬁlfd b e PSE C3\ é[*c

fzﬁmﬁ\ ce S &Qm\l E..:)a 2% e 3 dﬂ A\ %MLFA-A

(~Aievs St eaiccil o [oocene pcé [f\c Wino._ Ol e;%ﬁ é’rp
Ehe Nicoec 2 e € pund_ehe (s _sohocon
Lccde ré) 2E€S, Wiy tess, Q:‘%n (‘S‘FQC\C Beco cse
& Mot Chae %Os\ﬁl)m—":) candel che e (o

VES, ELX v v anafm\r—— e ces /.' Goo a_ehe
eose _anoh Lisbuaeeos o tL\e, LICEE Ao arh

S he.-:\;c)( Lzoix. collecer'on ‘Oc:)\‘r\t‘) . Lnich
L)mm% ~ed go;o.l\c.q Y Q‘rﬁ\\\(‘&u £ 7 % pond fu(‘é\ﬂf
Uod ) ¥ )

. T(‘M ‘Duhtu N LA
sl "B‘}:edr\r-c fa 13 Foc (Lrnce o&loltm )
ALL& , féI\L e_&(}ﬁ\ﬂjh:) f"n\t‘\ﬁ_ﬁ“r b)teol -éO 1275
%t(‘e.t\c\l:‘\ cs 1% beene  _ehee Dr‘O\JH'\C.@ /

Sm:\m‘ Al esiednlibhed € w

Ol Frou.ncr‘bt\ lep,olp,r\l oert. (= red Lo PG'C\)”S

#__%?t\)t)f—,e . Pl T A=) {Oqcclfj Lo, Hmr,.re_.(/cg‘/
o (—nge_\\)m {—L 05 1S CL?. ey o CAanEc Moo 6
Lhe S(::(‘cr\gfq[\ C:S (‘:LL Sr')ca\'\cm Y MD!‘F& & doad

have  eeolimesses Lo, Feoe P)(ruhr\\g;& Cﬁ\c-
ecOnong tess A(‘Q{(\Dlt(\& Yo N r-pmryt
(-Q\(‘,LL‘:'tan\\.‘() e Al £ AN (
e [ poteances o Ceaefes of [{armuw\ cned

& QC:(DA?.) CL0Opet  Co ol Ooe  Sau tLp gam\r\aq
e{\-«p\\m Belala “he  [SOv) Mococean u\\b@(om
l\)ex,o_cf-{,\x(e_ul £ co hoe

Lhe  Séererpdh & 6:£\¢_ S e @MDI‘F‘ C b@Ca..u:)e

6 © OCR 2024



A Level History - Y209/01 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report

a8 SEralr WI‘C‘\CD\J‘C’ e %CT!Q(B (/J"MN\\&\A:S G(G\CJ; -\
S e chGeS‘c o«.bn\\t"&a < o oneqral -’&l\\‘\f Capn. ool

A ‘)PC\)!“\ & O[C\Jé'(mc' f\kf:crru/‘ (Lj'\’ Sooo\l\r* A

é.hp:'rr (‘aoAH.C) Cm{i.‘) S&&fkfal \oéCa e c( =

‘r)afﬁr‘cMCD -%e.—mm «&t\mohm cepece 10 éa.o

f;\J [r):Au‘U\ A\C Sk)(\h( /&(\. (\l ANCNE D DX e nol =
— (@) J i -

Thewto . Ehe econor, of %%:aﬁc&&.ﬁi
' o 0

Mot e Setecoth og <ohe Lwra han, 2 b D, (7
. J J ) D P

/@F‘\an\ C e nE=les_of leogarce
= S

A( é']-\ous)\\ Ceneres r;() Le.qu.-n r‘r:s».) Conee Moo eo(
l.FE:S L5 C"\( Sc‘:rrm-&‘J\ CR -CI'\L C,{:bc:.j\aq e oany' el
D ) O Jd v ’

e e, 6N o Cele . ooae (Sc,rf—oc AR )

ﬂi\) Ehe Eb—;r‘y‘ro‘\ ape vl Eh. tecr nsémoce, LLoon

fhe 1L GG &I,.‘Wéo’ Senad AL
lt“ll&”l oL &%WW&_@LP

Cebholacly closs 4 G\J‘:Lr[\ oS o %"n)c‘s(‘)(‘-’/l é)o)c’

Lo \Jnr‘e:\) c:_\) Elne aMp.‘«’_. [)()or\ ehe
Socc esSion cf‘) Asbe. Mohoored i |1E49D
A""\Ouﬂ\\'\ he Jouceed he Sebo\an baafg o

]\h\'\qlcé;u .—COD(‘Q(‘Q(C@. o edd dedon ; he

Cstaolshed e U(\;\JQJ\)E;J pﬁ Senke ce e e/
howed 25 moo MJ_&QLCMLQI_&CL—
N roamnie Schems ot cxcess o 20,000
Seoudenes , Thes allowed & <he edocatdsn

ef( A‘j\c wialelds classes r& %Dw-os)\a—-\ G {,Lo.

Cuceum( r;«n.c——c\\ cg a—[\p ()MPIF‘L’- Lo (nefeosSe,

fTW\@SC Cepeces e&) \fo\rmm (P uMDe;(&ar\r

Eo 39“‘-’\}‘0-'-—\ %F&M&L\ b@ca_dbc_, ‘e ollowd

7 © OCR 2024



A Level History - Y209/01 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report

Qac\c..\h_g;\ e Pecose reaoand  Coc OO eSS
) 0 () L D)

e Ceostra 105 Siaoadgi'conce. Hlowae ceg hasne
7 O u \) P2
NS c\f) [zp,\ﬁ\.\"w Lt CO O &S | wpcs{‘&g:\s—
Eo ‘Som\\c.és gﬁrmd e fhe ecopn (SN

oSy Chew  boonCE So m\e_.MJ\t-?_Ql {""‘\\\b %F

\\r\“vcancf_, Sof\f)\'\ca»b oS B %&G‘omb L—u'l'&:Ll

'%o{ IS PP S s | lC)( OO Cc:eLL‘:\(:) Uralef

SC)r\\\." A'\\\ 7 ‘&'.k-:u e @-kc:,e oo tCCSN X
[ - ~— N J
LCD‘K‘ m\s\\) . M O Onar e hoe Ve o s Ceodl 4
29~ ?K“QM.\-.J ool Econ) e oy chs\c:c,\gef P ‘CLa
ol loudﬂsl Snn&)\aa P =) Heﬁa\suﬁ Ot S

\‘ﬁpcr.‘m\ o0 a ef. lf'\z_f't’?mr// £ Ce O 0e>

\
CD}) \c.&o;\:‘% drb{n‘e Conec blte oS MJ(‘\J\&:@

4‘]\( Sf—(‘pmd\ <X {:[fw Qym\mL\a_ a1t &>
) . ) 7

E&\C -(’('Of\’).b—q.i\) il s

T.\ c:or\r;[ B NR Qm /f—’[«e ﬂ("cr\c‘).b—-.q Contce Hut—co{
el o LRy %Pmnm for NP Y &La g—sml\c«
@) J D)
£ il 4"La.c\ e ceneces o le-e\(‘r\\m :
1 &) ~J

(T"\(c, VS \D.ecou)bz t,.\\."l:‘af-— C e O Ced c_g

leocntea orlloiaed %omi\)}\o._. ex develop

Ct)(rf‘\lfb\\.(:\)’ 6’/\!. &Cor-mévw_i\ LasdS f—;\fd Aecin

e (e ' ccceuu,l(:\ C’bércm&l\.mp‘,a ey CO

i eclde €4 )oar&s cs) (r"’L\e et p;"r{ |¢YAL C‘:[“e,
M‘\lké':c‘.('-;\s ond  Efrple Celciay e\e-.)\r‘vr:s. .

In Exemplar 1 there is an analysis of both factors with generally detailed knowledge. The approach is
evaluative and a judgement is provided.
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Question 1 (b)*

(b)* How important was Mbanza Kongo in the centralisation of power in Kongo? [20]

Many candidates had a clear understanding of the importance of Mbanza Kongo in the centralisation of
power in Kongo. Its location and the fact that it was a walled city suggested its importance, not to
mention the fact that the Manikongo and the ruling elite resided there. As such, it was also the centre of
government, where tribute payments and taxes were collected.

Candidates were able to compare its importance against that of other factors, such as the importance of
the ruling elite, the Mwissikongo, and the kanda structure of lineages, the role of the slave trade, the
contribution of the Portuguese in enhancing the power of the Manikongo, and the role of Christianity in
consolidating the Manikongo’s position and even in adding to the lustre of Mbanza Kongo, through the
construction of churches, as the seat of royal power.

Some candidates found it difficult to link some of these factors, such as the role of Christianity, to the
issue of the ‘centralisation of power’. As a result, these essays had a more general focus on the topic
area. A few candidates thought that Mbanza Kongo was the name of a Manikongo rather than a city.

Assessment for learning

@ Candidates should aim to address the issue in the question clearly in their response. In this

case, the issue was the ‘centralisation of power’ rather than simply the location of power.
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Question 2 (a) (i) and (ii)

2
(a) Which of the following was of greater importance in maintaining the power of the Oba in Benin?

(i) Military developments
(ii) Religion

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

Candidates had a reasonable knowledge of the role of military developments in maintaining the power of
the Oba. The size of the standing army was often highlighted as the foundation of this power which
underpinned territorial expansion under such Obas as Ozolua. Some responses expanded on this point
by providing a precis of the military achievements of individual Obas, the impact of which varied
depending on the quality of knowledge provided. The control exercised by the Oba over the military was
often pointed out, although it was noted that this power had devolved to the iyase, the leader of the
eghaevo n’ore, by the end of the sixteenth century.

Religion was perhaps better known. The mythical descent of the Oba from the divine ruler (Ooni) and his
son (Oranmiyan) was well known, as was the Oba’s role in instituting cults. Oba Ewuare was sometimes
used as an example here, with his introduction of the cults of Ake and Oza.

As noted, stronger responses adopted a more evaluative approach, in which one factor was argued as
more important than the other. Candidates often favoured religion in their judgements since it provided
the foundation of the Oba’s pre-eminent position in society.

Question 2 (b)*

(b)* How similar were the economies of Oyo and Dahomey? [20]

Many candidates were able to identity similarities and differences between the economies of Oyo and
Dahomey. Engagement with the slave trade, for example, was often cited as a similarity, as well as the
agricultural element in both economies. Some candidates, as in Exemplar 2, also recognised similarities
in the way wealth was redistributed in both kingdoms.

In terms of differences, candidates noted the different geographical positions of each kingdom, with
Dahomey having direct access to trade routes with European countries whereas Oyo found it more
difficult to do so. While both economies had a certain dependence on agriculture, Oyo specialised in the
production of cloth. Another difference was the extent of central control over the economies, with the
Dada of Dahomey exercising more direct control (through his officials) over markets and trade, as noted
in Exemplar 2.

In Exemplar 2, several factors are explained with some links to the question. Knowledge is reasonably
detailed and there is a judgement focused on the question. These features push the response into Level
5. For a mark in Level 6, a more consistent level of detailed knowledge is needed, as well as further
evidence of judgement throughout the response.
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Exemplar 2
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Exemplar 2 is a Level 5 response. Several factors are examined with detailed knowledge, although
discussion of the workings of the economies themselves is less developed in places. There is a

substantiated judgement.

Assessment for learning

@ Candidates should provide a judgement in response to the question which is focused on the

key issue and substantiated with a convincing explanation.
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teaching and learning.
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single sign-on service, My Cambridge. Step-by-step instructions are on
our website.

We send a monthly bulletin to tell you about important updates. You can
also sign up for your subject specific updates. If you haven’t already,

sign up here.

Attend one of our popular professional development courses to hear
directly from a senior assessor or drop in to a Q&A session. Most of our
courses are delivered live via an online platform, so you can attend from
any location.

Please find details for all our courses for your subject on Teach
Cambridge. You'll also find links to our online courses on NEA marking
and support.

ExamBuilder is a free test-building platform, providing unlimited users
exclusively for staff at OCR centres with an Interchange account.

Choose from a large bank of questions to build personalised tests and
custom mark schemes, with the option to add custom cover pages to
simulate real examinations. You can also edit and download complete
past papers.

Find out more.

Review students’ exam performance with our free online results analysis
tool. It is available for all GCSEs, AS and A Levels and Cambridge
Nationals (examined units only).

Find out more.

You will need an Interchange account to access our digital products. If you do not have an
Interchange account please contact your centre administrator (usually the Exams Officer) to request
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Online courses

Enhance your skills and confidence in internal assessment

What are our online courses?

Our online courses are self-paced eLearning
courses designed to help you deliver, mark

and administer internal assessment for our
qualifications. They are suitable for both new and
experienced teachers who want to refresh their
knowledge and practice.

Why should you use our online
courses?

With these online courses you will:

* learn about the key principles and processes
of internal assessment and standardisation

* gain a deeper understanding of the marking
criteria and how to apply them consistently
and accurately

+ see examples of student work with commentary
and feedback from OCR moderators

* have the opportunity to practise marking and
compare your judgements with those of OCR
moderators

» receive instant feedback and guidance on
your marking and standardisation skills

* be able to track your progress and
achievements through the courses.

How can you access our online
courses?

Access courses from Teach Cambridge. Teach
Cambridge is our secure teacher website, where
you'll find all teacher support for your subject.

If you already have a Teach Cambridge account,
you'll find available courses for your subject under
Assessment - NEA/Coursework - Online courses.
Click on the blue arrow to start the course.

If you don’t have a Teach Cambridge account
yet, ask your exams officer to set you up — just
send them this link and ask them to add you as a
Teacher.

Access the courses anytime, anywhere and at
your own pace. You can also revisit the courses as
many times as you need.

Which courses are available?

There are two types of online course: an
introductory module and subject-specific
courses.

The introductory module, Building your Confidence
in Internal Assessment, is designed for all teachers
who are involved in internal assessment for our
qualifications. It covers the following topics:

» the purpose and benefits of internal assessment

» the roles and responsibilities of teachers,
assessors, internal verifiers and moderators

+ the principles and methods of standardisation

+ the best practices for collecting, storing and
submitting evidence

* the common issues and challenges in internal
assessment and how to avoid them.

The subject-specific courses are tailored for each
qualification that has non-exam assessment (NEA)
units, except for AS Level and Entry Level. They
cover the following topics:

+ the structure and content of the NEA units

+ the assessment objectives and marking criteria
for the NEA units

+ examples of student work with commentary and
feedback for the NEA units

* interactive marking practice and feedback
for the NEA units.

We are also developing courses for some of the
examined units, which will be available soon.

How can you get support and
feedback?
If you have any queries, please contact our

Customer Support Centre on 01223 553998 or
email support@ocr.org.uk.

We welcome your feedback and suggestions on
how to improve the online courses and make them
more useful and relevant for you. You can share
your views by completing the evaluation form at
the end of each course.
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