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AS Level History A - Y251/01 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report

Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y251 series overview

Y251 is one of five non-British Period Study units for Paper 2 for the AS Level examination for GCE
History. This unit tests a period of study of about 50 years through a traditional essay and an essay
based on evaluating an interpretation.

The paper is divided into two sections. The first two questions, in Section A, are traditional essay
questions and the candidate is required to answer one of them. The third question, in Section B, is the
compulsory interpretation question.

To do well on Section A, candidates needed to address the issue in the question, using detailed
supporting knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels candidates will need to assess the issues they
discuss and reach a supported judgement at least in the conclusion.

To do well in Section B, candidates needed to focus on evaluating the strengths and limitations of the
given interpretation.

Candidates who did well on this paper

Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

¢ discussed at least two issues in depth in ¢ were unable to use their knowledge to address

answering the essay question

e used supporting detail which was both
accurate and relevant to the question set, not
just the topic

¢ reached a supported judgement about the
issue in the question

¢ avoided listing factors in essays and instead
evaluated their comparative importance to the
given question

¢ made a series of interim judgements about the
issues discussed in relation to the question

¢ in answering the interpretation question
demonstrated knowledge of the historical
context and the wider historical debate and
used this to analyse the interpretation and
evaluated its strengths and weaknesses.

the issue in the question

showed a poor understanding of the major
issues relevant to the essay

were unable to support their answer with
relevant or accurate material

did not focus on the precise wording of the
guestion

made unsupported comments about issues
which were no more than assertions

considered only strengths or limitations on the
interpretation question

considered the interpretation loosely or wrote a
general essay question on the topic.
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Section A overview

Two essays are set, each from a different key topic. Here the candidates were asked to assess the
reasons for support for the Nazi dictatorship in the period 1933-39 or to examine whether the division of
Germany was the most important consequence of WW?2 for Germans in the period 1945-49. The
questions set require candidates to analyse causes and consequences of major historical issues.

Question 1*

1* Assess the reasons for the support of the Nazi Dictatorship, in Germany, in the period from 1933
to 1939. [30]

This was the overwhelming favourite of the essay questions on the paper and elicited a good range of
responses. The best responses considered a wide range of evidence juxtaposing aspects of the Nazi
apparatus of terror, including the role of the Gestapo, concentration camps and role of the legal system
against genuine support of the Nazis, driven by aspects of propaganda, the Hitler myth as well as
economic improvements after 1933. Good responses produced evaluative analysis of these factors,
whilst weaker responses tended to list factors or produce narrative accounts that strayed into areas
outside the scope of the question, including opposition movements such as the White Rose that
emerged during WW2.

Assessment for learning

listing them. Which factors are most important when answering the question and most

@ When writing essays, candidate should look to compare the importance of factors rather than
importantly why?
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Exemplar 1
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This candidate response demonstrates the common issue of listing, where a candidate produces
relevant factors but without necessarily comparing their importance when looking to answer the question.
Here the candidate uses the starting phrase ‘Another big reason’ but there is no analysis of whether this
is the most important factor or indeed why that might be the case.

Question 2*

2*  ‘The division of Germany was the most important consequence of the Second World War for
Germans in the period from 1945 to 1949

How far do you agree? [30]

This question was less popular and elicited few responses. This question expected candidates to
examine the various consequences of WW2 on Germany, looking at the political consequences of the
division of Germany, including the Berlin Blockade and the conflict between the USSR and the West.
Other political consequences were also seen, including the role of denazification and political
restructuring after WW2. The best responses then considered other consequences including the
economic consequences of WW2 and the damage caused by Allied bombing and the need to rebuild
after WW2. Social issues were also dealt with, including education and the need to rehouse refugees
who were returning to Germany at the end of the war.
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Section B overview

In this section candidates were asked to consider a short interpretation that stated that there was little
opposition to the Nazis between 1939 and 1945, and in fact there was evidence of Hitler's genuine
popularity.

To do well candidates needed to evaluate the strengths and limitations of the given interpretation while
making references to other interpretations. Other interpretations that are considered as part of evaluation
and analysis do not need to be attributed to specific named historians, but they must be recognisable
historical interpretations, rather than the candidate’s own viewpoint.

Question 3

3 Read the interpretation and answer the question that follows.

Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Evaluate the strengths and limitations of this interpretation of opposition and resistance in
Germany in the period from 1939 to 1945, making reference to other interpretations that you
have studied. [20]

This question elicited a range of responses, with strong responses analysing different interpretations and
assessing the strengths and limitations of this interpretation with strong contextual knowledge. Good
answers were balanced, analytical and well supported when justifying their response to the
interpretation. Strengths of the interpretation were supported by examining continued popularity for Hitler
and the war effort, industrial production, and internal morale. Limitations of the interpretation tended to
be more numerous and included opposition movements such as the White Rose, the Kreisau Circle, and
the Edelweiss Pirates, amongst others. Strong responses discussed the continuing use of the apparatus
of terror and propaganda to demonstrate how the regime maintained a fagade of popularity in part.
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Exemplar 2
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This exemplar shows a good response that examines strengths, whilst maintaining a close focus on the

interpretation. Stronger responses maintain this focus rather than drift into long passages of contextual
knowledge.
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