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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Paper 2 series overview 

Candidate responses from the Summer 2024 series followed previous years’ preferences in favour of 

three topics, Disease Dilemmas, Hazardous Earth, and Climate Change. An increasing number of 

centres focused on Climate Change. Few candidates offered responses for Exploring Oceans and 

Future of Food; therefore, it is difficult to draw generalisations and as a result commentary has not been 

provided for these questions.  

Candidates had 1 hour and 30 minutes to complete the examination paper. The total maximum mark for 

the paper was 68 marks. The examination appeared to differentiate well between candidates of different 

aptitudes and levels of preparation. Across the optional units, candidates do perform comparably.  

Section B required candidates to apply their knowledge and understanding from relevant topics to 

answer the synoptic questions. It is important for candidates to use the resource booklet as much as 

possible. The resource booklet is a valuable source of information which should be used to assist 

candidates when answering sub-part (a) questions. Candidates who achieved higher levels showed well-

developed ideas linking resource evidence (A01) to a particular theme. There was clear evidence of a 

holistic geographical perspective to stimulus data. Candidates who did not perform as well within Section 

B often missed opportunities to use the data from the resource booklet to prove a particular viewpoint.  

Section C offered a choice of two essay questions for each topic and candidates were required to select 

one. In the 20-mark essay questions candidates tend to focus more time on knowledge and 

understanding (AO1). Greater focus should be concentrated on the importance of analysis and 

evaluation (AO2). Candidates should remember that place specific detail, case studies and examples 

are needed throughout the response, rather than just at the start of the response. Within Section C the 

essay questions require candidates to demonstrate knowledge and understanding (AO1) alongside 

analysis and evaluation (AO2). Candidates who achieved Level 3 for their AO2 marks tended to decide 

whether they felt the statement was true or false. Candidates who performed well with their extended 

responses considered the statements and then reached a conclusion regarding the success, failure, or 

impact of the strategies. 

 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• satisfied the specific requirements of any given 
question 

• wrote well-developed ideas linking resource 
evidence (A01) to a particular theme 

• gave clear evidence of a holistic geographical 
perspective to stimulus data 

• gave place specific detail, case studies and 
examples were used throughout the response 

• focused on the command words within the 
examination question 

• used accurate and clear geographical 
evidence throughout their responses 

• struggled to apply their knowledge and 
understanding to the examination question 

• did not use the resources provided to their full 
ability 

• did not include exemplar support where it was 
a pre-requisite of the question 

• provided generalised discussions rather than 
place specific detail 

• did not use geographical evidence to support 
their conclusions 

• did not include geographical terms or 
concepts.  
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Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• provided evaluative comments across the 
response in essays 

• were able to make clear links from different 
parts of the specification. 
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Section A overview 

Candidates can select one topic within Section A from a choice of five topics. Very few candidates made 

rubric errors indicating that candidates have a good awareness of the structure of the exam paper. The 

most popular topics were Disease Dilemmas and Climate Change followed by Hazardous Earth. No one 

answered the Future of Food and only two candidates completed Exploring oceans.  

 

Question 1 (a)  

Most were able to identify two ways lake sediments are used to reconstruct past climate change. Not all 

candidates were able to explain these, but the vast majority performed well on this question by linking 

each method used to reconstruct of past climate. 

 

Question 1 (b)  

This required an understanding of types of greenhouse gases and how they can impact climate change. 

Carbon dioxide was frequently mentioned. Many candidates could explain the link between gases and 

global temperatures, however, to move into Level 3, it was important to be able to link this to change 

over time and fluctuations such as glacials and inter-glacials. 
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Exemplar 1 

Exemplar 1 is a good example of a candidate who has covered change through time well and made 

explicit links to global temperature. To achieve full marks, more development/explanation of the final 

point on how gases cause change in temperature was needed. 
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Question 1 (c) (i)  

Virtually all candidates achieved full marks on this question. Marks were awarded for the correct method 

and the answer. Where candidates didn’t score full marks, this was due to one part of the question being 

missed. 

 

Question 1 (c) (ii)  

This question required clear and developed analysis of the data presented. Candidates were able to 

engage with the data and look at trends and identify anomalies. To move into Level 3 there was a 

requirement to link resource evidence to potential reasons for variation in air temperature, to show that 

candidates had fully engaged with the resource. 

 

Question 1 (d)  

This essay required candidates to make a judgement on the effectiveness of a range of responses to 

climate change. To access Level 3 candidates needed to show accurate understanding of at least one 

international directive. They needed to provide a convincing evaluation of not only what the policy was 

but equally the positives and negatives of the scheme and resultant impact on climate change. 

To show they could go ‘beyond the vision’ and successfully evaluate the question they needed to 

understand that national and sub-national policies were also important. The best answers focused on the 

idea that the most effective responses happened at a variety of levels and the implementation and 

cooperation at all scales provided the best management to climate change. 
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Question 2 (a)  

Candidates needed to simply identify the difference between infectious or non-infectious disease. This 

was done in some cases by defining the classifications, others used examples to help them develop 

ideas. The question was answered well by most candidates. 

 

Question 2 (b)  

The aim was to identify how women can be used in the management of disease. Many candidates were 

able to successfully discuss the example of Guinea worm in Ghana. The best responses went into Level 

3 when candidates were able not just to describe the role of woman but could explain how the scheme 

was a success. 

Misconception 

 

There were some gender misconceptions about the role of women in the home and 

consequent impact on disease prevention. The focus needs to be more on their roles in the 

local community as the role of woman varies across the World. 

 

Question 2 (c) (i)  

Virtually all candidates achieved full marks on this question. Marks were awarded for the correct method 

and the answer. Where candidates didn’t score full marks was due to one part of the question being 

missed. 
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Question 2 (c) (ii)  

This question required clear and developed analysis of the data presented. Candidates were able to 

engage with the data and look at trends and identify anomalies. To move into Level 3 there was a 

requirement to link resource evidence to potential reasons for variation in HIV prevalence, to show that 

candidates had fully engaged with the resource. 

 

Question 2 (d)  

Most candidates used the rosy periwinkle as their example of ‘one medicinal plant’. What made the 

distinction between achieving the higher levels was the application of the example and ability to 

evaluate. Some candidates were inclined to just write a case study without fully evaluating the 

sustainability of the medicinal plant. As candidates moved through the levels, they began to consider the 

idea of rainforest destruction and whether medicines could be produced on mass. The best responses 

were those that made a convincing evaluation of the question considering the benefits of the medicine 

versus impact on the environment. This led to secure judgements on whether they were able to ensure 

future production whilst maintaining the quality of the environment. 
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Exemplar 2 

  



AS Level Geography - H081/02 - Summer 2024        Examiners’ report 

 12 © OCR 2024 

  



AS Level Geography - H081/02 - Summer 2024        Examiners’ report 

 13 © OCR 2024 

  



AS Level Geography - H081/02 - Summer 2024        Examiners’ report 

 14 © OCR 2024 

Exemplar 2 shows a comprehensive response to this question. The candidate has demonstrated clear 

place specific knowledge linked to the use of the rosy periwinkle. It shows clear evaluation throughout by 

focusing on three key areas. Firstly, there is discussion on the environment, then the trade in the 

plant/drug. What further lifts the quality of response is the consideration of recent developments such as 

international agreements.   

This candidate has also written a clear and concise conclusion drawing their ideas together to produce a 

very well-rounded response. 

 

Question 5 (a)  

Two simple characteristics well explained lead to achieving full marks. Some candidates did have an 

unbalanced answer where they could identify characteristics, but not explain them fully. 
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Question 5 (b)  

This question only required theory of sea floor spreading as evidence for plate tectonics. In many cases 

candidates didn’t focus on the question wording resulting in Level 1 answers. When done well, many 

were able to achieve Level 3. 

Misconception 

 

Students need to be able to explain each piece of evidence for continental drift and plate 

tectonics.  

 

Question 5 (c) (i)   

Virtually all candidates achieved full marks on this question. Marks were awarded for the correct method 

and the answer. Where candidates didn’t score full marks was due to one part of the question being 

missed. 
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Question 5 (c) (ii)  

This question required clear and developed analysis of the data presented. Candidates were able to 

engage with the data and look at trends and identify anomalies. To move into Level 3 there was a 

requirement to link resource evidence to potential reasons for variation in economic costs of 

earthquakes, to show that candidates had fully engaged with the resource. 

 

Question 5 (d)  

Candidates seemed to cope well with the evaluative aspect of this question. Arguments needed to be 

balanced to enter Level 3 and above showing the ability to analyse and evaluate both positives and 

negatives. Candidates who did well were able to include a range of examples in their answer to evidence 

their arguments. Overall, there were some interesting responses to this question. 
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Section B overview 

Candidates are expected to use Section B as their opportunity to provide some synoptic geography 

within their examination responses. Synoptic assessment allows geography candidates to demonstrate 

their understanding of the connections between different aspects of the subject and topic content. It 

involves the explicit drawing together of knowledge, skills and understanding within different parts of the 

AS Level course. The synoptic questions will link each Geographical Debate to another topic within the 

AS content (Physical Systems or Human Interactions) but not another Geographical Debate. 

 

Question 6 (a)  

Candidates were able to engage well with the resource and account for the fact that media can sway 

public perception of various events. Most recognised the difference between formal and informal 

representation and how this can shape perception. The best responses were able to draw on both 

positives and negatives of this kind of representation, many of whom explained the different impacts 

such an image may have. To achieve Level 3, the ability to make clear synoptic links between place 

perception and how media shapes this in a variety of ways was key. 

 

Question 6 (b)  

Vulnerability refers to those who are more susceptible to the impacts of climate change. A range of 

examples were used to answer this question. Most candidates referred to the more vulnerable in LIDCs 

or EDCs. There were little to no reference to coastal communities in ACs. 

Flows of money was generally referred to in the context of money spent on protecting areas and 

therefore linked to investment, adaptation and protection strategies. Those candidates with well-

developed ideas and in some cases exemplified, achieved Level 3.  
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Question 7 (a)  

The candidates made clear links to the resource in this question. Links were generally made to Malaria 

and the issues associated with the disease. There were a few who successfully used Guinea worm. 

Most candidates entered Level 2 having reasonable knowledge of the disease vectors, to enter Level 3 

they needed to show synoptic links to how the disease may influence different age groups in the local 

population and the subsequent impact of this on the local scale demographics. 

 

Question 7 (b)  

This question required candidates to look at a range of solutions for dealing with air pollution. Higher 

Level answers made clear links between solutions and incidences of cancer. Links made to spending 

really were centred around the need for healthcare in most cases. The better answers discussed 

investment traffic reduction schemes and the impact of this on clean air thus drawing clear links to 

content from across the course. 

 

Question 10 (a)  

Candidates were able to clearly identify the impacts of lava flow from eruptions. Many referenced Hawaii 

for this question.  

What did limit responses was the ability to link this to place clearly. Many made simple generic 

statements such as loss of tourism or homes. This needed to be taken further to discuss characteristics 

of the place such as damage to the built environment leading to evacuation or rebuilding homes. It was 

the ability to develop these ideas, which took a candidate from Level 2 into Level 3. 
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Question 10 (b) 

Many confused conservative boundaries with other boundaries on this question. Those who performed 

well were able to discuss processes at the margin, in many cases by providing an appropriate example. 

Better links could, however, be made to place perception and the factors affecting this, such as age or 

gender.  

Misconception 

 

It is important to understand the different types of plate boundaries which exist, the 

processes which occur at each, and the landforms associated with the boundary. There are 

still some who get this confused. 
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Section C overview 

Two essay questions worth 20 marks are available for each topic in Section C; candidates are required 

to respond to one. The 20 marks available are divided into, 10 marks for AO1 (Knowledge and 

Understanding) and 10 marks for AO2 (Analysis and Evaluation). AO1 marks are given for showing 

knowledge and understanding of content directly from the specification. This includes a case study focus 

within the question. For AO2 marks candidates need to apply their knowledge and understanding, for the 

purposes of analysis and evaluation and to come to a rational, well-evidenced conclusion based on their 

chosen geographical topic. Candidates may benefit from some support working on command words and 

phrases, such as ‘To what extent …,’ ‘Assess the success of …,’ or simply ‘Discuss.’ 

Assessment for learning 

 

Before candidates begin an extended response, it is always good to see a plan. This helps 

them to sequence their thoughts and ideas and therefore allows them to create a more 

fluent answer. 

 

Question 12*  

Question 12 was the question answered by nearly all candidates who chose this option. Most candidates 

approached this question by discussing change over time because of industrialisation. This was 

completed with use of the UK as an example of this change.  

The best answers gave clear evaluation of how ACs have had a significant impact overtime, thus been a 

key factor in the main forcing agent of global warming. There was equally understanding of the fact that 

ACs have reduced their emissions, but the knock-on effect is that they had moved most of their 

production to EDCs such as China or India. This helped in making secure judgement as it provided a 

rational to their conclusions. Equally encouraging was the inclusion of an EDC such as China to use to 

re-enforce their argument.  
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Question 14*  

This essay required candidates to consider what the main causes of non-communicable diseases are. 

candidates were able to discuss a both the meaning of this as well as a range of diseases highlighting 

the key causes. This mainly referred to more ‘western’ diseases such as CHD or diabetes. Cancer was 

also readily discussed. Much of the causes of disease were linked to lifestyle factors such as drinking, 

smoking or obesity. The level of development of this did, however, vary.  

The candidates tended to link a high standard of living to non-communicable diseases and ACs, and 

communicable diseases to LIDCs/EDCs. AO2 discussions included some insightful comments about 

how the standard of living varies nationally and locally and this can affect the susceptibility to a disease. 

This was often discussed with reference to the UK.  
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Exemplar 3 
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Exemplar 3 shows a planned response. This is helpful to ensure ideas are sequenced before candidates 

begin writing. There is a clear introduction and definition of non-communicable disease with examples 

given. It examines the idea of genetic makeup, considering that some are more prone to disease and 

then makes clear reference to lifestyle exemplifying the rates of cancer. This shows clear understanding 

of cultural impact. 

The UK is used as an example of socio-economic factors and the impact this has on disease. There 

were clear examples of the impacts of affluence on disease. There is thorough analysis of how this can 

cause non-communicable disease and provides a substantiated counter argument. This clear and 

convincing argument leads to the candidate achieving full marks. 

 

Question 20*  

This question required an evaluation of the types of management strategies used to cope with volcanoes 

over time. Within this candidates also needed to evaluate how effective these strategies are, whilst 

considering the countries level of development. 

Candidates were clearly aware of the strategies used to manage volcanoes. There were some clear 

discussions over the use of measures such as lava channels, diverting the flow of lava and monitoring 

over time. There was in some cases discussion of exclusion zones using examples such as Montserrat. 

The main case studies candidates used were Mount Merapi and Japan. This allowed them to consider 

the impact of the eruptions on each area affected. Those who focused on impact were among the less 

developed answers, as they missed the direction of the question which was to focus on strategies. 

Management can be viewed in terms of management prior to an eruption, during and after the event. 

Most candidates generally completed this question looking at one example at a time which at times 

mean there were some missed opportunities to create a well-developed line of reasoning. 

Assessment for learning 

 

It is always good to see candidates read beyond the requirements of the specification. 

Knowing a wide variety of examples shows clear evidence of a good geographer who has 

really engaged with the course and developed their understanding of Geography. 
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