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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper 1 series overview

This paper examines the Landscape Systems topic, Changing Spaces, Making Places, geographical and

Examiners’ report

fieldwork skills. To do well in this paper, candidates needed to bring in their place-specific examples to
support the theory they have learnt. Candidates who did well generally used figures and resources
throughout their responses, whereas those who omitted figures and resources were less successful with

marks.

Candidates who did well on this paper

generally:

Candidates who did less well on this paper
generally:

o referred to the sources and used data when
answering questions

¢ included detailed place-specific information

e wrote clearly, in paragraphs, linking back to
the question

e gave judgements which were supported by
evidence.

e wrote generally about ideas without evidence,

either in the form of case study detail or from
figures provided

wrote in long paragraphs which lost meaning
and direction

had little place-specific detail to support their
arguments.

© OCR 2024
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Section A overview

Landscape Systems allows candidates to study one of coastal, glaciated or dryland landscapes. For the
third year in a row there were no candidates attempting dryland landscapes, and coastal landscapes was
the more popular option. The demand of the questions and the skills they assess are designed to be
equal across all three options.

Most candidates chose to answer the coastal landscapes questions, and many relied on a grounding of
GCSE learning before embarking on this. While this means there is secure subject knowledge, there can
be a danger of candidates answering questions as if it were a GCSE exam and without the depth
required for an AS exam. This is less evident in the Glaciated landscapes option, likely due to the lack of
study at GCSE.

Question 1 (a) (i)

1
(a) Study Fig. 1 which shows Sizewell Beach, Suffolk.

(i) Using evidence from Fig. 1, describe three distinctive features of the landscape. [3]

Candidates need to use the figure to describe the features of the landscape; most were able to identify
the slope, the type of sediment and sand dunes. It is important to remember that only things that are
present in the image should be given, the absence of a feature is not creditworthy.

Question 1 (a) (ii)

(ii) Suggest how one terrestrial source of coastal sediment might supply this beach. [4]

Where there is a requirement for one terrestrial source, but the question has multiple marks, candidates
are required to supplement their idea with development. In this case, there is one mark for stating an
appropriate terrestrial source and a further three marks for showing understanding of how the terrestrial
source of coastal sediment might supply this beach.

Assessment for learning

@ In any question where candidates are asked to suggest one idea, in whatever context, there

is a requirement that they only talk about one. If a candidate suggested more than one source
of coastal sediment only the first source would have been marked.

5 © OCR 2024



AS Level Geography - H081/01 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report

Question 1 (b)

(b) Explain the formation of caves. [8]

There are a range of landforms that students need to understand the formation of, as listed in the
specification. In this case, to access Level 3, thorough and well-developed ideas are required. More
successful answers were able to explain the changes over time and the sequence of stages to form a
cave. While not necessary, these responses often included place-specific detail and/or a diagram.

Exemplar 1
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Exemplar 1 shows a thorough knowledge and understanding of how caves are formed. The candidate
refers to marine processes and sub-aerial weathering, gives located examples, and shows
understanding of discordant coastlines. However, it did not achieve full marks as it could have been
more focused on the development of caves.

Question 1 (¢)*

(c)* ‘Change within coastal landscape systems is almost entirely the consequence of human activity.’
To what extent do you agree? [14]

The essay question required the candidates to make a judgement on a statement. In this case,
candidates are asked to what extent they agree that change within a coastal landscape is the result of
human activity. To access the top Level, candidates needed to break the question down into several
parts. The first is to examine the influence on coastal landscapes systems that human activity has, and
then look at the other factors that may impact the coastal landscape system. Having established these
details, candidates can then move on to make a judgement. For this question the candidates must
clearly state the extent to which they agree that human activity has the biggest impact on the coastal
landscape system. This must be based on the evidence and argument provided in the question to
support a sustained judgement. It is important to note that there is no single correct answer and there
are a range of ways to get full marks. It is only with this judgement that they can access Level 3, if it is
secure and based on the evidence provided.

Question 2 (a) (i)

2
(a) Study Fig. 2 which shows the Aletsch Glacier, Switzerland.

(i) Using evidence from Fig. 2, describe three distinctive features of the landscape. [3]

Candidates did well in the question to identify features, but it is important to make sure they are features
visible in the figure and not just ones which may exist in a glaciated landscape.

Exemplar 2

2 |al | One distincxise feake ot fi%unaj)_ [y mf%P%r&m\dg\J,
PeaRs - Anodher feasyee i Yhe ner) Stnoiione en e
vaiay cids. A ook st o of Hgure 9
the the amhts  thok conneck to the pyramidalpeak.

Exemplar 2 shows two points which are creditworthy, pyramidal peaks and aretes. While there may be
striations in the landscape, there are no marks given as these cannot be seen in the image at this scale.
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Question 2 (a) (i)

(ii) Suggest one way that basal sliding might contribute to movement of this valley glacier. [4]

Where there is a requirement for one way but multiple marks, candidates are required to supplement
their idea with development. In this case, there is one mark for stating an appropriate way that basal
sliding contributes to movement and a further three marks for showing an understanding of the link
between one process of basal sliding and glacier movement.

Question 2 (b)

(b) Explain the formation of pyramidal peaks. [8]

There are a range of landforms that students need to understand the formation of, as listed in the
specification. In this case, to access Level 3, thorough and well-developed ideas are required. The best
answers were able to explain the changes over time and the sequence of stages to form a pyramidal
peak. While not necessary, these responses often included place-specific detail and/or a diagram.

Question 2 (c)*

(c)* ‘Change within periglacial landscape systems is almost entirely the consequence of human
activity.” To what extent do you agree? [14]

The essay question required the candidates to make a judgement on a statement. In this case,
candidates are asked to what extent they agree that change within a periglacial landscape is the result of
human activity. To access the top Level, candidates needed to break the question down into several
parts. The first is to examine the influence on periglacial landscapes systems that human activity has,
and then look at the other factors that may impact the periglacial landscape system. Having established
these details, candidates can then move on to make a judgement. For this question the candidates must
clearly state the extent to which they agree that human activity has the biggest impact on the periglacial
landscape system. This must be based on the evidence and argument provided in the question to
support a sustained judgement. It is important to note that there is no single correct answer and there
are a range of ways to get full marks. It is only with this judgement that they can access Level 3, if it is
secure and based on the evidence provided.

8 © OCR 2024
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Section B overview

For Changing Spaces, Making Places, there were a wide range of responses seen. Candidates must
apply some abstract concepts of space and place to their specific case study examples. In the
specification there are several elements to this topic, such as range of characteristics in shaping place
identity, and it is important that candidates have covered them all, to be able to compare and evaluate
them, as per the demands of the question.

Question 4 (a)

4
(a) Explain two ways that sexuality might influence perception of place. [4]

Candidates were given a mark for identifying an appropriate way that sexuality might influence
perception of place and a further mark for explaining the link between sexuality and perception of place.
While most focused on the LGBTQ+ communities, it is important to remember that answers referring to
heterosexuals are valid where there is an explicit link to sexuality.

Question 4 (b) (i)
(b) Study Fig. 4A, which shows workforce distribution by economic sector in India, 2009-2019.

(i) Using evidence from Fig. 4A, identify the overall trend for one economic sector. [1]

Candidates could choose from one of three sectors and were required to state the trend, so it was
important to make clear whether the sector was increasing or decreasing.

Question 4 (b) (ii)

(ii) With reference to Fig. 4A, suggest two possible socio-economic impacts of structural economic
change on people. [4]

For two separate ideas, candidates need to suggest a possible socio-economic impact of structural
economic change on people. And then explain the impact on people in the context of the evidence
provided in Figure 4A. It is important that there is a clear link to the evidence in the figure.

9 © OCR 2024
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Question 4 (c)

(c) Study Fig. 4B, which shows photographs of Dundee dockland in 2006 and 2018.
Using evidence from Fig. 4B, explain how the process of rebranding through regeneration
constructs a different place meaning. [6]

The prompt for this question was to study the figure and the best responses used data from the figure
throughout their answer. Where a question requires interaction with a resource, there are some marks
given over to AO3, which is assessing geographical skills. As the question is asking about regeneration,
candidates need to evidence ways in which the place has changed.

Question 4 (d)*

(d)* ‘Housing provides the best evidence of social inequality.’ Discuss this view in the context of two
contrasting places. [14]

This question requires candidates to be able to explain what social inequality is and how it can be
evidenced. The prompt in the question refers to housing and therefore this should be tackled first, with
explanation as to how housing is an indicator of inequality. To make a judgement, when discussing a
view, candidates also needed to look at some of the other evidence (indices) which might include crime
rates, healthcare, levels of education or access to services. Effective responses are ones which include
accurate place-specific detail.

10 © OCR 2024
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Exemplar 3
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This Exemplar 3 response was Level 4, full marks. The candidate contrasted Jembatan Besi in
Indonesia with Northwood, Irvine in California. There was excellent reference to how housing allowed for
comparison of social inequality and contrasted this with wealth/income and education levels. The
response was concluded with an evaluative conclusion on the relative benefits of housing as a judge of
inequality.
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Section C overview

This section required candidates to be familiar with fieldwork skills. From the range of responses given,
some candidates were able to write with ease and confidence, whereas others seemed more cautious
about their suggestions. There is no doubt that engaging in fieldwork in any form is of benefit, and where
candidates are involved in the process of planning it, they will be better able to understand sampling,
among other aspects

Question 5 (a) (i)

5
(@) Study Fig. 5, an OS 1:25000 map extract of Chard, Somerset where a geographical investigation
is to be undertaken.

(i) Using evidence from Fig. 5, state and justify an appropriate fieldwork question or issue for
investigation in the area shown. [4]

Candidates were required to base their response on information from the OS Map. There is one mark
available for the suggested investigation question and it must be followed by justification. Given that this
question is assessing AO3, there must be evidence from the map to support the response.

Question 5 (a) (ii)

(i) Outline one advantage of using OS maps at 1:25000 scale for geographical investigations.  [2]

The advantage suggested by the candidate needs to be applicable to the map in question and not OS
maps at different scales, or maps in general. There was no requirement to link it to the issue identified in

5 (a) ().

Question 5 (b)

(b) Explain why the nature and use of quantitative data can be important in geographical
investigations. [6]

Candidates were required to detail what quantitative data was (e.g. providing some numerical or
statistical information) and discuss how it can be used. Therefore, candidates needed to understand the
difference between quantitative and qualitative data.

14 © OCR 2024
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Question 5 (¢)

(c) With reference to a fieldwork investigation you have carried out, to what extent did your field
observations support existing geographical knowledge and concepts? [12]

When students have conducted a thorough investigation as part of their learning in centres, they are
better able to answer these questions as they have a greater understanding of the application of skills
and knowledge.

More successful answers were ones with well-developed ideas throughout where the candidate
discusses in detail the fieldwork observations they made. These are then related back to the prior
knowledge that they had, such as what can support with regeneration being successful and what they
were therefore expecting to observe.

15 © OCR 2024
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