Qualification O ‘ R
Accredited

Oxford Cambridge and RSA

AS LEVEL

Examiners’ report

CLASSICAL

CIVILISATION

HO08

For first teaching in 2017

H008/11 Summer 2024 series

Version 1 ocr.org.uk/classics


http://www.ocr.org.uk/subjects/classics/

AS Level Classical Civilisation - HO08/11 - Summer 2024

Contents

INEFOAUCTION ...
Paper 11 Seri€S OVEIVIEW ......cciiceeiiieeeiiiiiii e eeeeeetess e e e e e e eeerann e e
Option 1: The ad .....ooiieiiiiiie e
SECHON A OVEIVIEW ...cooiiiiiiiiiieieeee ettt
QUESHION B ..ot aeeeaeans
(@ 101153 1o o =
QUESHION 9 ... e e e e
(@ 11 1= 1S3 1o o 0 0
SECHON B OVEIVIEW ....cceeiiiiiiiieeieee ettt
QUESHION 11% . e e e e eenaes
(@ 11 1= 1S3 1o
Option 2: The OAYSSEY ....cccvieeeeiiiiii et
SECHON A OVEIVIEW ...eeiiieeiiiiiiiieie ettt a e
(@ 11 1= 1S3 1o o 0 T
L@ 1012111 o] o 0 T
(@ 10 1= 1S3 1o o 21
QUESTHION 22% ... i e e s e e e et e e e e e eeaenes
SECHON B OVEIVIEW ...ceiiieeiiiiiiiieieee ettt
(@ 11153 10 2 S
QUESLHION 24% ... i e e e

Examiners’ report

© OCR 2024



AS Level Classical Civilisation - HO08/11 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report

Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper 11 series overview

Examiners’ report

As ever, the candidates’ enthusiasm for the subject was manifest and it was most evident that much time
and care had been spent in preparing them throughout the duration of the course. The questions allowed
candidates to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding at all different levels and naturally there
was a considerably diverse range of responses. Those who had spent time preparing for the assessment
were able to demonstrate this most effectively and performed the best.

Paragraphing seems to have gone out of fashion. It is, however, a useful tool for imposing order and
clarity upon an extended response as seen in Exemplar 1 for Question 9 below.

Candidates who did well on this paper

generally:

Candidates who did less well on this paper
generally:

e explained why their chosen examples were
relevant

¢ used a new paragraph for a new point in
extended answers

e started each paragraph with the point being
raised, given an example which is then
analysed and explained.

¢ did not possess a depth of relevant knowledge

e candidates ran out of time.

© OCR 2024
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Exemplar 1
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The second and third bullet points of the candidates who did well table (used a new paragraph for a new
point in extended answers and started each paragraph with the point being raised, gave an example
which is then analysed and explained) are illustrated in this candidate response.
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Option 1: The lliad

The lliad was not as popular as the Odyssey; most answers demonstrated a good level of relevant
knowledge and understanding.

Section A overview

There were very few blanks or incorrect answers to the low tariff questions. Candidates clearly knew the
text well.

Question 5

5 Explain why Passage A is an effective piece of story-telling.

Make four points and support each point with reference to Passage A. [8]

There were many good answers to this question. Candidates had been well-taught to make a point about
why the passage is a relevant piece of story-telling, quote the relevant example and explain its
relevance. As the question states, candidates need to make four points (not all did). Discussion of both
content and literary devices is relevant and required. Better candidates explained the relevance in depth.
Weaker responses just stated that it was effective.

Question 8
8 Give two details about the death of Hector. [2]

Not all candidates gave two details.

Question 9

9  Explain how Hector is shown in a heroic way in Passage B.

Make four points and support each point with reference to Passage B. [8]

Most candidates were able to identify a reasonable range of heroic features and illustrate them with
appropriate examples from the passage. There were a number of good and very good answers where
candidates identified and developed their points using accurate references to details from the passage.
The best answers were able to pinpoint features of heroic behaviour, provide evidence of this from the
passage and analyse their effect. The ability to analyse is important. Most candidates could pick out that
which is heroic but some struggled to explain why. Some candidates commented on what they
considered not to be heroic. The ideas in themselves were acceptable but could not be rewarded as the
guestion only asked for the heroic. Zeus is not addressing Hector and so comments on Hector knowing
his heroic fate were invalid.
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Question 10*

10* Discuss what you have learned about fate from your study of the /liad. Explain what the existence
of fate adds to the epic.

You may use Passage B as a starting point, and your knowledge of the lliad in your answer.
[16]

Virtually all candidates were able to describe how fate functioned in the lliad and the relationship of fate
to gods and mortals. The second part of the question was more challenging and was a good
differentiator in marking. Some candidates were only able to offer one or two ways, if at all, that fate
added to the epics. The best answers discussed how fate affects the characters in the lliad — the
suffering of Achilles and Hector’s family in Troy were particularly common themes and well analysed —
and how fate provided suspense and tension for the audience.

7 © OCR 2024
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Section B overview

Question 11 was more popular than Question 12.

There were a number of very good responses to Questions 11 and 12, and there were a number of
responses which demonstrated a strong element of personal response. Only the best were backed up
with sufficient reference to the epic.

Question 11*

11* ‘Fighting is always portrayed in a glorious way.’ Evaluate how far this is true of the /liad. Justify
your answer. [25]

The majority of candidates understood Homer’s nuanced perspective on war and recognised the pathos
and horror on one hand and on the other the requirements for glory. Fewer candidates than expected
discussed the vivid and visceral descriptions of war and death. Generally, this question was well
answered and there were many impressive answers to this question that made interesting reading.
Weaker responses either did not possess adequate knowledge of the epic or did not give both sides of
the argument.

Misconception

‘Explain / Evaluate how far...’ types of questions require the candidate to consider both sides
of the argument.

Question 12*

12* ‘The study of the lliad is a complete waste of time.” Evaluate how enjoyable and informative you
found reading the epic. Justify your answer. [25]

Several candidates thought that their study of the epic was a complete waste of time; the majority,
however, did not! Many commented in detail about how much they had enjoyed their lessons and the
text itself, citing relevant examples of what was memorable. Better responses also discussed what they
had learnt about the customs, rituals and societies themselves which they had encountered.

At all times, candidates would do well to make sure their points are supported with sufficient reference to
the text. It is not all just about personal opinion.
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Option 2: The Odyssey

The Odyssey was more popular than the lliad; most answers demonstrated a good level of relevant
knowledge and understanding.

Section A overview

There were very few blanks or incorrect answers to the low tariff questions. Candidates clearly knew the
text well.

Question 15

15 What was Penelope’s challenge to the Suitors, ‘issued her challenge’ (lines 14—15 Rieu/
lines 12-13 Kline)? Make two points. [2]

Not all candidates made two points.

Question 16

16 Explain why Passage A is an effective piece of story-telling.

Make four points and support each point with reference to Passage A. [8]

There were many good answers to this question. Candidates had been well-taught to make a point about
why the passage is a relevant piece of story-telling, quote the relevant example and explain its
relevance. As the question states, candidates need to make four points (not all did). Discussion of both
content and literary devices is relevant and required. Better candidates explained the relevance in depth.
Weaker responses just stated that it was effective.
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Question 21

21 Explain how Odysseus is shown in a heroic way in Passage B.

Make four points and support each point with reference to Passage B. [8]

Most candidates were able to identify a reasonable range of heroic features and illustrate them with
appropriate examples from the passage. There were a number of good and very good answers where
candidates identified and developed their points using accurate references to details from the passage.
The best answers were able to pinpoint features of heroic behaviour, provide evidence of this from the
passage and analyse their effect. The ability to analyse is important. Most candidates could pick out that
which is heroic but some struggled to explain why. Nearly all managed to comment upon Odysseus’
desire for kleos. Some candidates commented on what they considered not to be heroic. The ideas in
themselves were acceptable but could not be rewarded as the question only asked for the heroic.

Question 22*

22* Discuss what you have learned about fate from your study of the Odyssey. Explain what the
existence of fate adds to the epic.

You may use Passage B as a starting point, and your knowledge of the Odyssey in your answer.
[16]

Virtually all candidates were able to describe how fate functioned in the Odyssey and the relationship of
fate to gods and mortals. The second part of the question was more challenging and was a good
differentiator in marking. Some candidates were only able to offer one or two ways, if at all, that fate
added to the epics.

The best answers discussed how fate affects the characters in the Odyssey — Odysseus’ nostos, the
Suitors’ demise— and how fate provided suspense and tension for the audience and opportunities for
Homer to develop Odysseus’ heroic credentials and a moral framework in the Odyssey. Better answers
used a range of prophecies and signs from the gods as good base material on which to develop their
points.

10 © OCR 2024




AS Level Classical Civilisation - HO08/11 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report

Section B overview

Question 23 was more popular than Question 24.

There were a number of very good responses to Questions 23 and 24, and there were a number of
responses which demonstrated a strong element of personal response. Only the best were backed up
with sufficient reference to the epic.

Question 23*

23* ‘Family matters to Odysseus’. Evaluate how far Odysseus values the importance of family in the
Odyssey. Justify your answer. [25]

There was good understanding of the importance of family to Odysseus and how it motivates him.
Commonly cited examples included his behaviour on Ogygia, his reunion with Anticleia, recognition
scenes with various members of his family (although in some cases, detail of these encounters was
lacking). Better answers made reference to Nausicaa and his actions in ridding his house of the Suitors.
Not all responses maintained focus on Odysseus and not all considered the counter-argument — time
spent with Circe, for instance, or his pursuit of kleos at the expense of returning home.

Misconception

‘Explain / Evaluate how far...’ types of questions require the candidate to consider both sides
of the argument.

Question 24*

24* ‘The study of the Odyssey is a complete waste of time.” Evaluate how enjoyable and informative
you found reading the epic. Justify your answer. [25]

Several candidates thought that their study of the epic was a complete waste of time; the majority,
however, did not! Many commented in detail about how much they had enjoyed their lessons and the
text itself, citing relevant examples of what was memorable. Better responses also discussed what they
had learnt about the customs, rituals and societies themselves which they had encountered.

At all times, candidates would do well to make sure their points are supported with sufficient reference to
the text. It is not all just about personal opinion.
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