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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Paper 2 series overview 

There was a wide range of responses to all four questions, with the better answers showing a strong 

understanding of the period and were able to support their analysis with specific references to the source 

material.  

The mutinies in Pannonia and Germany seemed well known to candidates, the majority of whom could 

recall the causes of the mutinies and how effectively they were resolved. The passage question was 

handled well with both passages from Suetonius mined well. 

Both Questions 3 and 4 were tackled well with good use of source material across the period in support. 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• have secure knowledge of the period studied 

• have a precise and clear grasp of the 
chronology 

• selected sources focused on the specific terms 
of the question 

• prioritised the explanation in answer to the 
terms of the question, using evidence and 
knowledge in support 

• evaluation is focused on the reliability of the 
specific point being made. 

• attributed an event incorrectly to a 
person/group 

• did not focus on the main issue of the question 
but offered a generalised account of the period 

• provided a narrative of events, not an analysis 

• offered generic evaluation. 
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Section A overview 

Section A produced a range of answers in line with performance levels from previous years. There were 

still examples of answers relying on quotations or close references to sources in Question 1 as well as 

evaluation, which is unnecessary. Most candidates were able to go beyond the two Suetonius passages 

and cite some relevant examples of Nero courting popularity which were analysed well to reach 

convincing conclusions.  

 

Question 1  

The best answers provided a detailed discussion of both mutinies, thoroughly addressing the causes and 

demands of the soldiers, as well as Tiberius' responses and the handling of the mutineers by both 

Drusus and Germanicus. The strongest responses demonstrated analytical skills, offering insightful 

evaluations rather than just descriptive accounts. 

However, some answers mistakenly assumed the question was about Tacfarinas, which led them off-

track. Additionally, many answers strayed from the main topic by delving into extensive discussions on 

the downfall of Germanicus, which was not directly relevant to the question at hand. 
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Exemplar 1 
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This response contains some knowledge of the two mutinies but there is no assessment of the two 

mutinies and this answer is considered partial in both Assessment Objectives. There is some accurate 

factual information throughout, but this is not always made relevant to the central issue in the question 

and there is some irrelevant detail about Augustus relying on Agrippa. There is some understanding of 

Tiberius using Germanicus and Drusus but overall, this is a partial response.  

Assessment for learning 

 

Question 1 expects candidates to discuss a narrow issue and it is advisable that candidates 

plan their answers as very little credit is given for discussion of tangential issues related to the 

central issue.  

For example, this year’s question expected familiarity with the two mutinies in AD 14. 

Accordingly, the popularity and subsequent death of Germanicus as well as Tiberius’ 

popularity with all groups in society up to his death over 20 years later would have to be made 

specifically relevant to the causes and resolution of the Pannonian and German mutinies to 

be given any credit. This was not the case in many instances where they were used as 

arguments to address ‘how effectively…’.  
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Question 2  

The most exemplary responses demonstrated a thorough engagement with the passages, incorporating 

multiple quotations to critically evaluate Suetonius’ portrayal of Nero. Many answers would have 

benefited from a more nuanced use of the cited passages, which could have enriched their analyses 

significantly. 

Overall, candidates exhibited a solid grasp of Nero’s reign, indicating a genuine interest in this part of the 

period study. The strongest responses adeptly recognised that Suetonius focused on the early years of 

Nero's rule and noted the dramatic degeneration following the death of Nero's mother in AD 59. These 

answers effectively utilised a broad range of source material, including coins and extensive references to 

Tacitus, to construct a well-rounded and insightful analysis of the emperor Nero’s reign. 

 

Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions 
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Section B overview 

Both essays were attempted in equal measure with some clear examples of excellent analysis and 

evaluation. Question 3 required more nuanced interpretation and on a few occasions less successful 

responses did not discuss the utility of non-literary evidence, relying on just simply providing examples of 

it (of which there are many).  

Succession seemed a more familiar area with the majority of responses focusing on the Augustan 

succession which is reasonable due to its complexity. Only the better answers analysed whether there 

was a coherent plan for succession and indeed how far this was effectively implemented and if not, what 

were the inhibiting factors.  

On the whole, examiners were impressed with the knowledge and understanding of the period shown in 

responses to these essay questions. 

  

Question 3*  

There were a number of excellent answers to this question. Some candidates were able to discuss 

effectively the different merits of using each type of non-literary source material: coins, inscriptions, 

buildings, decrees, statues. There were some strong parts of essays that looked for example at the Res 

Gestae and then compared this with other authors and archaeological material to understand the reign of 

Augustus, focusing on key aspects of his reign such as religion, civic administration, restoration of 

tradition and military persona.  

Weaker responses dealt with the emperors’ use of non-literary material to appeal to the plebs and even 

included games and donatives as non-literary evidence. The question is not about the different ways that 

emperors appealed to different groups in society but how we, as historians, can make use of the non-

literary evidence to evaluate the successes and failures of the reigns of the Julio-Claudian emperors 

among the vast corpus of literary material. 
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Exemplar 2 
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This paragraph is an overall assessment of the value of numismatic evidence in understanding the 

reigns of the Julio-Claudians. There are some detailed references to some coins with a partial discussion 

of what literary sources say about some of the themes related to the propaganda on the coins. This is a 

good starting point, but the analysis is underdeveloped. The first paragraph focuses on the general value 

of the type of source without using specific examples to support the line of argument. The second 

paragraph is better as it gives more of a detailed assessment of the propaganda in the coins of Claudius 

and Nero with some support from Suetonius and Tacitus. 

 

Question 4*  

The most impressive responses to this question were consistently analytical, with a strong focus on 

Augustus, Tiberius, and Claudius. These essays provided a sophisticated examination of the key figures 

and their influence on imperial succession, demonstrating a deep understanding of the central issues. 

Many responses displayed a commendable grasp of the historical narrative and were able to identify 

members of the imperial family with accuracy. However, these answers would have been significantly 

enhanced by adopting a more analytical approach to evaluating the central issues at hand. 

Some of the most effective essays delved into the various factors influencing succession, such as the 

strategic roles played by imperial women and the crucial influence of the Praetorian Guard. This 

nuanced analysis provided valuable insights into the mechanisms of succession and was rewarded 

highly under the AO2 Assessment Objective. 

Conversely, a significant number of answers attempted to address all five emperors, which often 

compromised the depth of their analysis. In particular, focusing on Gaius proved to be a detriment, as 

many responses included irrelevant details about his reign that did not contribute meaningfully to the 

central discussion. A more focused approach, excluding Gaius, would have allowed for a more in-depth 

exploration of the relevant emperors and issues. 

Assessment for learning 

 

Most essay responses effectively arrived at well-reasoned conclusions grounded in the 

ancient evidence provided. As emphasised in previous series, it is crucial that evaluations of 

sources are directly aligned with the specific arguments being made in the essay. Despite this 

guidance, many responses still included a significant amount of generic evaluation appended 

at the end. This approach often lacked depth and relevance, leading to a substantial reduction 

in the credit given. To enhance the quality of their arguments, answers should focus on 

integrating source evaluations more seamlessly into their analysis, ensuring that these 

evaluations are explicitly connected to the key points discussed throughout their essays. 

 

 



Supporting you
Teach 
Cambridge

Make sure you visit our secure website Teach Cambridge to find the full 
range of resources and support for the subjects you teach. This includes 
secure materials such as set assignments and exemplars, online and 
on-demand training.

Don’t have access? If your school or college teaches any OCR 
qualifications, please contact your exams officer. You can forward them 
this link to help get you started.

Reviews of 
marking

If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to 
consider one of our post-results services. For full information about the 
options available visit the OCR website.

Access to 
Scripts

We've made it easier for Exams Officers to download copies of your 
candidates' completed papers or 'scripts'. Your centre can use these 
scripts to decide whether to request a review of marking and to support 
teaching and learning.

Our free, on-demand service, Access to Scripts is available via our 
single sign-on service, My Cambridge. Step-by-step instructions are on 
our website.

Keep up-to-date We send a monthly bulletin to tell you about important updates. You can 
also sign up for your subject specific updates. If you haven’t already, 
sign up here.

OCR  
Professional 
Development

Attend one of our popular professional development courses to hear 
directly from a senior assessor or drop in to a Q&A session. Most of our 
courses are delivered live via an online platform, so you can attend from 
any location.

Please find details for all our courses for your subject on Teach 
Cambridge. You'll also find links to our online courses on NEA marking 
and support.

Signed up for 
ExamBuilder?

ExamBuilder is a free test-building platform, providing unlimited users 
exclusively for staff at OCR centres with an Interchange account. 

Choose from a large bank of questions to build personalised tests and 
custom mark schemes, with the option to add custom cover pages to 
simulate real examinations. You can also edit and download complete 
past papers.

Find out more.

Active Results Review students’ exam performance with our free online results analysis 
tool. It is available for all GCSEs, AS and A Levels and Cambridge 
Nationals (examined units only).

Find out more.

You will need an Interchange account to access our digital products. If you do not have an 
Interchange account please contact your centre administrator (usually the Exams Officer) to request 
a username, or nominate an existing Interchange user in your department.

https://teachcambridge.org/landing
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/my-cambridge/index.aspx
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/my-cambridge/index.aspx
http://ocr.org.uk/administration/stage-5-post-results-services/enquiries-about-results/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/access-to-scripts/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/email-updates/
https://exambuilder.ocr.org.uk/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
https://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/past-paper-finder/exambuilder/
http://ocr.org.uk/activeresults


Need to get in touch?

If you ever have any questions about OCR 
qualifications or services (including administration, 
logistics and teaching) please feel free to get in touch 
with our customer support centre. 

Call us on 
01223 553998

Alternatively, you can email us on
support@ocr.org.uk

For more information visit
 ocr.org.uk/qualifications/resource-finder
 ocr.org.uk
 facebook.com/ocrexams
 twitter.com/ocrexams
 instagram.com/ocrexaminations
 linkedin.com/company/ocr
 youtube.com/ocrexams

We really value your feedback

Click to send us an autogenerated email about  
this resource. Add comments if you want to.  
Let us know how we can improve this resource or 
what else you need. Your email address will not be 
used or shared for any marketing purposes. 

          

OCR is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, a department of the University of Cambridge. 

For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance programme your call may be recorded or monitored. © OCR 2024 Oxford Cambridge and 
RSA Examinations is a Company Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA.  
Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.

OCR operates academic and vocational qualifications regulated by Ofqual, Qualifications Wales and CCEA as listed in their qualifications registers including A Levels, 
GCSEs, Cambridge Technicals and Cambridge Nationals.

OCR provides resources to help you deliver our qualifications. These resources do not represent any particular teaching method we expect you to use. We update 
our resources regularly and aim to make sure content is accurate but please check the OCR website so that you have the most up to date version. OCR cannot be 
held responsible for any errors or omissions in these resources.

Though we make every effort to check our resources, there may be contradictions between published support and the specification, so it is important that you 
always use information in the latest specification. We indicate any specification changes within the document itself, change the version number and provide a 
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between the specification and a resource, please contact us.

You can copy and distribute this resource in your centre, in line with any specific restrictions detailed in the resource. Resources intended for teacher use should not 
be shared with students. Resources should not be published on social media platforms or other websites.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: N/A

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR or are thinking about switching, you can request more information using our Expression of Interest form.

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of resources we offer to support you in delivering our qualifications. 

Please note – web links are correct at date 
of publication but other websites may 
change over time. If you have any problems 
with a link you may want to navigate to that 
organisation’s website for a direct search.

I like this

I dislike this

I dislike this

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/resource-finder/
https://ocr.org.uk/
http://ocr.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ocrexams/
https://twitter.com/ocrexams
http://instagram.com/ocrexaminations
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ocr
https://www.youtube.com/user/ocrexams
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
http://www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20like%20the%20Summer%202024%20Examiners%27%20report%20AS%20Level%20Ancient%20History%20H007/02
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20dislike%20the%20Summer%202024%20Examiners%27%20report%20AS%20Level%20Ancient%20History%20H007/02

	Contents
	Introduction
	Paper 2 series overview
	Section A overview
	Question 1
	Exemplar 1

	Question 2

	Section B overview
	Question 3*
	Exemplar 2

	Question 4*




