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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Unit 25 series overview 

From the notes provided within the pre-release booklet it was apparent that significant secondary 

research had been carried out. All three pre-release articles had been used, with articles A and C being 

the most commonly used: 

Article A: Yoga and Mindfulness Interventions for Preschool-Aged Children in Educational Settings: A 

systematic review. 

Article B: Mobility care in nursing homes; development and psychometric evaluation of the kinesthetics 

competence self-evaluation ( KCSE) scale. 

Article C: Justifications for using complementary and alternative medicine reported by people with 

musculoskeletal conditions: A narrative literature synthesis.  

Within Section A candidates showed considerable knowledge of ethical principles. 

Within Section B it was apparent that many candidates were very confident in their knowledge of 

relevance, trustworthiness and how plagiarism is avoided. 

 

Candidates who did well on this paper 
generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 
generally: 

• developed responses with structure and 
precision  

• read the questions correctly and answered 
these is a logical way  

• only provided the specified number of 
responses for Question 1 (a) 

• showed considerable knowledge on ethical 
principles 

• were conversant in the strengths and 
limitations of research methods.  

• provided responses that had no structure and 
lacked specifics 

• misread the questions and as a consequence, 
provided responses that were not relevant  

• provided two responses within each box in the 
table for Question 1 (a) 

• had limited knowledge of ethical principles 

• showed poor knowledge of the strengths and 
limitations of research methods.  
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Question 1 (a)  

The main error seen within this question was in candidates providing two responses in each box.  

Within the mark scheme on page 3 it states: 

‘Where candidates are required to provide a set number of short answer responses then only the set 

number of responses should be marked. The response space should be marked from left to right on 

each line and then line by line until the required number of responses have been considered.’ 

Very few candidates scored full marks. 
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Question 1 (b)*  

This was done well in identifying the most common purposes of research. The most common responses 

were improving outcomes, improve practice, informing policy and measuring impact. Candidates did not 

provide a credible explanation of these purposes and we saw some very basic responses; this limited 

the marks given to Level 1/low Level 2. 

Another common error was in candidates using the examples from the stem of the question; increase 

knowledge and understanding and to identify gaps in provision. 

 

Question 1 (c)  

This was generally well answered and candidates were able to demonstrate their knowledge of 

quantitative data. The most common responses were the use of questionnaires/surveys, the use of 

closed questions and some stated the use of Likert scales. The main error seen was in candidates 

providing outcomes rather than data collection, e.g. putting results into % or graphs. 
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Exemplar 1 

This response scored 3 marks. They identified the use of questionnaires, along with the use of closed 

questions. They also looked at questions based on a scale, e.g. 1-10. 

 

Question 1 (d)*  

This was well answered and many candidates were able to identify many ethical principles. What 

differentiated the candidates was their ability to discuss these ethical principles. The best ethical 

principles to be discussed were informed consent and protecting anonymity and confidentiality.  
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Exemplar 2 
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This response fulfilled the requirements of Level 2 – there was a sound discussion of ethical principles.  

Informed consent was identified and the candidate then went onto say that ‘they would show 

willingness that they were comfortable to participate’. This response could have been strengthened by 

stating that they would need to have signed a written consent form, after having read information on 

what the study involved.  

Right to withdraw was identified. This candidate stated that if they were to feel uncomfortable then they 

would be able to leave; this supported their right of choice.  

Cause no harm was identified but no relevant points were discussed. This response could have been 

strengthened by stating that all personnel with direct contact would need to have been DBS checked. 

Finally, transparency was identified. The candidate went on to say that they needed to be clear about 

the purpose of the study and that people were to be informed.  
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Question 2 (a)* 

Answers were well developed for this question with many candidates being able to explain how they 

selected their secondary sources with respect to both relevance and trustworthiness. The most common 

responses were: 

Relevance: the use of key terms, links to the pre-release and being up to date. 

Trustworthiness: credible authors, peer reviewed, the use of academic search engines and sources 

that were unbiased.  

The main error seen was in candidates not attributing the points made to either of the terms. It is the 

candidate’s role to make sure that the examiner knows what point links to which term; several 

candidates lost marks by not doing this.  

 

Assessment for learning 

 

Provide candidates with three sample responses. They can assess these against the mark 

scheme. 

Answer 1: provides relevant points for both relevance and trustworthiness but does not 

attribute these points to either key term.  

Answer 2: only provides correct responses to trustworthiness. 

Answer 3: uses subheadings, i.e. trustworthiness and relevance and give relevant points for 

both.  
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Question 2 (b)*  

Many candidates were able to correctly identify the factors, with manageable in scope, relevance and 

original/ interesting being the most common responses. The less successful area was in not being able 

to discuss these factors ensuring that they linked to their research question or hypothesis.  

 

Question 2 (c) (i)  

This was a well answered question and candidates clearly demonstrated how plagiarism could be 

avoided. The most common responses were using own words, not copying and pasting and using a 

plagiarism checker.  
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Question 2 (c) (ii)  

Again, this was well answered with the most common responses being referencing and the use of 

citations.  

 

Question 2 (d)*  

This was a complex question that many candidates found challenging. Less successful candidates’ 

responses were muddled and poorly organised. Some confused findings with research methods and, as 

a consequence scored nothing.  

Those that did understand the requirements of the question broke down their response into the 

component parts: 

1) Compare and contrasting research methods; many used connectives to good effect, e.g. both, 

similarly, in contrast, whereas and, however. 

2) Strengths and limitations of research methods; many were able to showcase their considerable 

knowledge. 
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Exemplar 3 
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This candidate did not address the first part of the question, to compare and contrast research methods, 

they merely stated the research methods.  

They did provide strengths and limitations across all three specified research methods: 

Systematic review: easy to conduct, inexpensive, time consuming and researcher bias. 

Observations: may have missed out on important information. 

Questionnaires: easy to distribute, anonymous so can give honest responses.  

A sub max of 5 was given: 

Sub max of 5 for either compare / contrast OR strengths / limitations  

 

Question 2 (e) (i)  

Mixed responses were seen to this question, where candidates either knew the answer or they did not.  

The most common responses seen were being up to date, having a credible author and peer reviewed. 
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Question 2 (e) (ii)  

Some less successful responses were seen for this question with many candidates seemingly not 

understanding what generalisability was. Those that did know often referenced sample size and how this 

can be applied/not applied to a group/groups. 

 

Question 2 (f)*  

The main error seen was in candidates misreading the question and providing the results of their 

secondary research rather than the implications.  

Those candidates that did provide implications tended to use subheadings and addressed the two 

aspects of the question independently; this is good practice and should be encouraged.  

The most common responses were: 

Practice and settings: funding, resources and training. 

Policy: specific examples linked to informing policy and funding. 
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Cambridge
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marking

If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to 
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Online courses
Enhance your skills and confidence in internal assessment

What are our online courses?
Our online courses are self-paced eLearning 
courses designed to help you deliver, mark 
and administer internal assessment for our 
qualifications. They are suitable for both new and 
experienced teachers who want to refresh their 
knowledge and practice.

Why should you use our online 
courses?
With these online courses you will:

• learn about the key principles and processes  
of internal assessment and standardisation

• gain a deeper understanding of the marking 
criteria and how to apply them consistently  
and accurately

• see examples of student work with commentary 
and feedback from OCR moderators

• have the opportunity to practise marking and 
compare your judgements with those of OCR 
moderators

• receive instant feedback and guidance on  
your marking and standardisation skills

• be able to track your progress and 
achievements through the courses.

How can you access our online 
courses?
Access courses from Teach Cambridge. Teach 
Cambridge is our secure teacher website, where 
you’ll find all teacher support for your subject.

If you already have a Teach Cambridge account, 
you’ll find available courses for your subject under 
Assessment - NEA/Coursework - Online courses. 
Click on the blue arrow to start the course.

If you don’t have a Teach Cambridge account 
yet, ask your exams officer to set you up – just 
send them this link and ask them to add you as a 
Teacher.

Access the courses anytime, anywhere and at 
your own pace. You can also revisit the courses as 
many times as you need.

Which courses are available?
There are two types of online course: an 
introductory module and subject-specific 
courses.

The introductory module, Building your Confidence 
in Internal Assessment, is designed for all teachers 
who are involved in internal assessment for our 
qualifications. It covers the following topics:

• the purpose and benefits of internal assessment

• the roles and responsibilities of teachers, 
assessors, internal verifiers and moderators

• the principles and methods of standardisation

• the best practices for collecting, storing and 
submitting evidence

• the common issues and challenges in internal 
assessment and how to avoid them.

The subject-specific courses are tailored for each 
qualification that has non-exam assessment (NEA) 
units, except for AS Level and Entry Level. They 
cover the following topics:

• the structure and content of the NEA units

• the assessment objectives and marking criteria 
for the NEA units

• examples of student work with commentary and 
feedback for the NEA units

• interactive marking practice and feedback  
for the NEA units.

We are also developing courses for some of the 
examined units, which will be available soon.

How can you get support and 
feedback?
If you have any queries, please contact our 
Customer Support Centre on 01223 553998 or 
email support@ocr.org.uk.

We welcome your feedback and suggestions on 
how to improve the online courses and make them 
more useful and relevant for you. You can share 
your views by completing the evaluation form at  
the end of each course.
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