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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as. .. to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper 1 series overview

J203/01 is one of two examination papers which follow the same structure in terms of sections, skills and
patterns of questions. This paper focuses on the topics of Criminal Psychology, Development and
Psychological Problems as well as assessing Research Methods through asking candidates to plan and
design an investigation.

To do well on this paper, candidates need to have a broad and detailed knowledge of the content,
especially with reference to theories and studies. The ability to apply knowledge and understanding to
novel sources and scenarios is also important for success. Lastly, candidates’ evaluation skills need to
be evident and to be effective to achieve the higher marks on this paper. Candidates who did well on this
paper were able to demonstrate the range of psychological skills assessed through this GCSE including
mathematical ability. Candidates who did less well often showed limited knowledge of key ideas and
found application of understanding a challenge. Their attempts to evaluate sometimes lacked focus or
were vague.

Candidates who did well on this paper

Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

provided a contextualised, well-structured and
evaluative response to Question 16

demonstrated sound knowledge of
correlational and mathematical concepts

showed clear understanding of Tandoc’s study

evaluated in context.

gave general or vague responses to extended
guestions such as Questions 3 (a), 16 and 8

(@)/(b)

demonstrated poor understanding of key
evaluative concepts

gave responses that lacked contextualised

focus throughout

e demonstrated poor understanding of research
methods.

5 © OCR 2024
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Section A overview

Generally, knowledge of Tandoc’s study was sound. However, candidates were less successful
demonstrating knowledge of the mental health continuum and scatter graphs. Reductionism also is
another concept that candidates were less successful at explaining or contextualising.

Question 1 (a)

1
(a) Identify which of the following is not a typical characteristic of clinical depression.

A Disturbed sleep
B Hallucinations
C Low self-esteem

D Lowered mood

Your answer [1]

The majority of responses were correct here.

Question 1 (b)

(b) Identify which one of the following suggests that, due to evolution, we suffer with some mental
health issues to prevent further defeat.

A ABC model of Clinical Depression
B Dopamine Hypothesis of Schizophrenia
C Social Drift Theory of Schizophrenia

D Social Rank Theory of Clinical Depression

Your answer [1]

The majority of responses were correct here.
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Question 1 (c)

(c) Identify which one of the following suggests that irrational thinking causes some mental health
issues.

A ABC model of Clinical Depression
B Dopamine Hypothesis of Schizophrenia
C Social Drift Theory of Schizophrenia

D Social Rank Theory of Clinical Depression

Your answer [1]

The majority of responses were correct here.

Question 2

2 There are many concepts related to mental health.
Draw a line to match each concept with its definition. [2]

Concept Definition

How common the condition is.

Mental health continuum

Mental health is changeable, from
temporary to permanent, with periods
of distress and no distress.

Prevalence

Mental health diagnostics which
provide a list of all psychological
disorders.

A good proportion of candidates answered correctly. However, Mental health continuum was answered
incorrectly in less successful responses.
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OCR support

resource by OCR could help here: Guide to key concepts

@ Many candidates did not understand the meaning of ‘Mental health continuum’. The following

Question 3 (a)

3
(a) Describe Tandoc et al.'s (2015) study into Facebook use and depression.

Many candidates demonstrated detailed knowledge of Tandoc et al.’s study. Candidates that did less
well either provided vague details or gave an unnecessary and uncreditworthy evaluation of the study.

8 © OCR 2024
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Exemplar 1

~Tandod.... Jmole.....cma’}:i.ﬁcuﬁo(......i.jz........Fcucﬂb.Q%.....(EG)...L:&&QSQ....LGQ\ ........
do....dep m&sm..,.m:....a}....i.r.......Led.....m.......:Eeﬂixﬁs.....@}. ...... mehm
Caoac e (el ol depredlion.. T Sanape..... tacluoked .. T36........
..Jma&(?ﬂm..‘..Md.odnﬂ.....@.m.....a.......miom.eﬁm«.......waiv.er.l.iﬂj...m.......m-
mﬁwmeme&MmﬂmmMr@WLU&mnﬁ(M
B VEE Y VNIV BOE = BeRVO L o SO | 11 e (4 A 12 2T SO | WP
MOAALLA. ... saduseol .....{'.eL(.med....;......l.Z...H.tamb...¢.&cebmh ...... AT ountd
RPOLE...... foeling..1x0r..... Fougbooh. 2nay.., L) OGN ... Ly R
n0rcl..of... GO vl L. 00O Je ling.... 0k FaghOd...
MMJ&MWMom{%Mwirﬁ ....... FE... Lot LY.
Aeald repert. Jeeling... o duoptond. Of olepreifion: . .....
- quesnenn surds. . waRel..o e B peink. LA, S0l ko
wacm-tupqnﬂj’qﬂe,cangJCj,et‘ujh'L\(ymm{demm
TS folig ... nRE... na.... mu)..........k\@pmm ..... locand. ...
..... WWJMPPMQO"MUSMWQ[QJ%Y\Q}@JQ{K%@EW
.Fareboi...... mwdwﬁ&Lw ..... tq.......%mj.._.h..bmx.......igc&b%..........

0L N U 227 (0« W emj...,...m;:m ....... soam...Leool. i
T BHDHESIOTL e

A good example of a candidate that has provided clear, detailed and focused knowledge of Tandoc et
al.’s study.
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Question 3 (b)

~

(b) Outline one weakness of the research method used in Tandoc et al.’s (2015) study into Facebook
use and depression.

A good proportion of candidates either struggled to contextualise a weakness to the study or provided a
weakness outside of the research methods (for example, sampling issues).
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Question 4 (a) (i)

4 A psychologist noticed that patients with higher levels of depression were less likely to challenge
their boss by starting an argument with them than patients with lower levels of depression. This
supports the Social Rank Theory. Two self-report questionnaires were issued to participants. One
guestionnaire measured the number of times they challenged their boss. The other questionnaire
measured their level of depression, where 1 represented ‘not depressed’ and 10 represented
‘very depressed’.

Participant | Number of Challenges | Depression Level

1 5

~N OO O, WN
g NN W W oo s
W W o N o

Using the data in the scenario above:

(a)

(i) Draw a scatter diagram to display the data collected. [4]

Most candidates successfully constructed a scatter graph; however, the majority of candidates did not
provide an appropriate title.

11 © OCR 2024
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Question 4 (a) (ii)

(ii) Identify the type of correlation shown in your scatter diagram.

Tick one of the boxes to show your answer.

Positive

Negative

None

Examiners’ report

(1

The majority of candidates were correct here, however there were a surprising number of no responses

— candidates should always be encouraged to answer all multiple-choice questions.

Question 4 (a) (iii)

(iii) The psychologist looked at whether the challenges were aggressive or not and found that out of

the total number of 32 ‘challenges’, 17 were classed as aggressive.

Calculate the percentage of challenges that were aggressive, expressed to one decimal place.

Show your workings.

A good proportion of candidates achieved full marks here, however some candidates did not
demonstrate their workings.

12
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Question 4 (b)
(b) Briefly explain why the Social Rank Theory of clinical depression can be considered reductionist.

A good proportion of candidates could demonstrate understanding of reductionism, but the majority of
candidates did not contextualise this to social rank theory.

Question 5

5 Ling found out that their grandfather had schizophrenia. Alex told Ling that schizophrenia is
related to the volume of different parts of a person’s brain.

Briefly explain what Alex means by this.

Most candidates could identify an appropriate brain area, but often the concept of smaller volume levels
was not correctly identified for the 2" available mark.

13 © OCR 2024
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Section B overview

In this section candidates demonstrated good understanding of criminal psychology. However, a good
proportion of candidates were unable to demonstrate depth and application of their knowledge. Vicarious
and direct reinforcement were often confused and Heaven’s study was generally poorly described.

Question 6 (a)

6
(a) Identify the country the sample was taken from in Cooper and Mackie’s (1986) study.

A Australia

B Switzerland

C UK
D USA
Your answer [1]

The majority of candidates answered correctly.

Question 6 (b)
(b) Identify which toy was the ‘skill based’ toy used in Cooper and Mackie’s (1986) study.

A Building set
B Nerf Basketball
C Pinball game

D Shogun Warrior

Your answer [1]

A good proportion of candidates were incorrect here.

14 © OCR 2024
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Question 6 (c)

(c) Identify the research method that was not used in Cooper and Mackie’s (1986) study.

A Laboratory experiment

B Observation

C Questionnaires

D Unstructured interview

Your answer [1]

The majority of candidates answered correctly.

Question 7

7  Where and when you live can define if a behaviour is seen as a crime or not.
Using an example, explain how the role of culture can affect the way criminal behaviour is
defined.

It was necessary to clearly state a specific crime in this question. While most candidates clearly
understood crime being a social construct, many did not clearly link this to a specific example of a crime,
or the crime from different cultures was not rooted in fact.

15 © OCR 2024
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Question 8 (a)

8 Hiro saw their older cousin Charlie steal money from other students at school by pickpocketing
bags. Charlie used this money to buy the latest designer clothes. Hiro thought that it would be
easy to pickpocket and decided to do so. Hiro managed to steal £50 and used this to buy a new

coat. Hiro has now been pickpocketing for a year without being caught and also has all the latest
designer clothes.

(a) Explain how the roles of internalisation and direct reinforcement from the Social Learning Theory
can explain why Hiro plans to continue to pickpocket.

A good proportion of candidates did well on this question, but there were also a lot of candidates who
focused on vicarious reinforcement or who struggled to contextualise the knowledge of the concepts.

Question 8 (b)

Hiro was eventually caught and charged with theft. The judge assigned a ‘role model’ to support Hiro
to make better choices.

(b) Describe how a role model could reduce the likelihood of Hiro reoffending.

Most candidates demonstrated good knowledge of role models, but again struggled to contextualise their
understanding.

16 © OCR 2024
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Question 9 (a)

9 Sara said criminals who commit crimes like joy riding and drug dealing are often very sociable

and confident. Beth said Eysenck’s Criminal Personality Theory suggests that it was to do with
the cerebral cortex.

(a) Identify which personality trait is Sara describing.

..................................................................................................................................................... [1]

Most candidates answered correctly here.

Question 9 (b)

(b) Briefly explain how the cerebral cortex is involved with criminal activity.
..................................................................................................................................................... [2]

A good proportion of candidates struggled here, either by not knowing the information required or not
contextualising how under stimulation leads to a criminal act, focusing rather on thrill seeking.

Question 10

10 Synapses in the brain can be as small as 0.000004 centimetres.

Express this figure in standard form.

The majority of responses were correct here.

17 © OCR 2024
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Question 11

11 Briefly explain why Eysenck’s Criminal Personality Theory may be ignoring individual differences.

A good proportion of candidates struggled here, either failing to contextualise knowledge to Eysenck’s
theory or misunderstanding how to demonstrate individual differences.

Question 12 (a)

12
(a) Describe two key findings from Heaven’s (1996) study into delinquency.

A contrasting question for candidates. Answers either tended to be very well done with clear detail and
understanding, or candidates muddled findings up or talked about criminality rather than delinquency.

18 © OCR 2024
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Question 12 (b)

(b) Give one reason why the findings from Heaven’s (1996) study into delinquency may not be valid.

The majority of candidates achieved 1 mark here, talking about social desirability or cultural bias.
However, few candidates went on to contextualise this point to the study for the second mark.

19 © OCR 2024
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Section C overview

This section was based around Development. A good proportion of candidates demonstrated good
knowledge on Question 16, however, discussions around bias were more limited. Willingham’s ideas
seemed to not be understood by a good proportion of candidates. There also seemed to be confusion
when talking about Piaget’s theory, with a proportion of candidates evaluating the study rather than the
theory.

Question 13 (a)

13
(a) Identify what Dweck meant by a ‘fixed mindset'.

A Intelligence can be developed through experiences
B Intelligence can only be developed in mathematics
C Intelligence is based on the personality of the individual

D Intelligence is pre-defined and we are born with certain abilities

Your answer [1]

Most candidates answered correctly here.

Question 13 (b)

(b) Identify which one of the following Dweck suggests teachers and parents should use to
encourage a ‘growth mindset’.

A Praise

B Punishment

C Stickers
D Sweets
Your answer [1]

Most candidates answered correctly here.

20 © OCR 2024
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Question 13 (¢)

(c) Identify which one of the following is a weakness of Dweck’s Learning Theory of Development.
A Dweck’s theory focuses too much on nurture
B Dweck’s theory only applies to developing intelligence in schools
C There is little evidence to support Dweck’s theory

D The theory is only based on females

Your answer [1]

Most candidates answered correctly here.

Question 14 (a)

14 Some 5-year old pupils in Amit’s class are struggling to learn the meanings of some words. Each
week they have 5 words to learn.

This week the words they have to learn are: jump, lift, throw, slide and bounce.

Amit has run out of ideas to help the students who are struggling to learn the correct meaning of
the words, so he has asked a psychologist for help.

Using the scenario above:

(a) Describe Willingham'’s ideas on the importance of meaning for learning.

A large proportion of candidates struggled to convey Willingham’s idea and were either focused on
learning styles, or vague in their attempts. On the basis of the cohort’s attempts at this question it is clear
candidates may need more preparation in this area of the syllabus.

21 © OCR 2024
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Question 14 (b)

(b) Using Willingham's ideas on the importance of meaning for learning, suggest how the
psychologist could help Amit’s class to learn the meaning of the words.

A good number of candidates were able to contextually answer this question and therefore receive full
marks.

Question 15 (a)

15
(a) Explain why Piaget’s Theory of Cognitive Development may not be generalisable to all children.

Most candidates did not fully expand their reasons for the lack of generalisability into the context of
Piaget's theory. A good number of candidates incorrectly evaluated Piaget’s study rather than the theory
itself.

22 © OCR 2024
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Question 15 (b)
(b) Explain why Piaget’'s Theory of Cognitive Development could be considered reductionist.

Much like Question 4 (b), reductionism was correctly described by a good proportion of candidates.
However, again, candidates often struggled to contextualise this specifically to Piaget’s theory.

Question 16*

16* Use your knowledge and understanding from across the psychology course to explain how far
you agree with the following statement:

‘It is impossible to conduct a study that is free from any bias.’

In your answer, you should refer to Piaget's (1952) study into the conservation of number and at
least one other study from another area of psychology. [13]

A full range of responses were shown here. Descriptions of Piaget’s study were mainly accurate, but
there were a good proportion of candidates who either did not include a second study, or purely focused
on discussing bias and evaluation and therefore missed out on AO1 marks.
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Exemplar 2
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A strong response that gained full marks for AO1 — very clear description of Piaget’s study as well as
Tandoc et al.’s study. Six out of the 7 AO3 marks were gained for clear identification of both age and
culture bias, which is expanded well in the context of the studies.
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Section D overview

Most candidates seemed to struggle with elements of correlations in this section. Individually questions
were accessed across the full range of marks. However, Question 23 proved challenging for almost all
candidates. Strengths and weaknesses of different research methods should therefore be a potential
area to receive greater focus in curriculum time.

Question 17

You have been asked to carry out a correlation to investigate whether there is a relationship between
how much confidence someone has and the number of words they use. The theory is that the more
words a person uses the more confidence they have.

17 State an alternative hypothesis for your investigation.

..................................................................................................................................................... [2]
Most candidates did not operationalise confidence, often merely repeating the question wording. A
reasonable number of candidates also struggled with making the hypothesis correlational.

Question 18
18 Describe how you would collect an opportunity sample for your investigation.
..................................................................................................................................................... [2]

Most candidates answered correctly here, however a proportion of candidates seemed to rely on pre-
planned responses relating to self-selected sampling.
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Question 19

19 Explain how population validity may be an issue in your investigation.

..................................................................................................................................................... [2]
Generally well answered and contextualised.
Question 20
20 Outline the procedure you would use in your investigation.
..................................................................................................................................................... [4]

A good proportion of candidates were able to clearly explain elements of their procedure in contextual
detail.

Question 21 (a)

21
(a) ldentify the type of data used for the ‘number of words’ used in your investigation.

The majority of candidates correctly responded with either quantitative or primary data here (the former
being the most common response).
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Question 21 (b)

(b) Outline one strength of using this type of data in your investigation

Most candidates were able to clearly identify a strength of the data, but a lot of candidates struggled to
contextualise their response for the second mark.

Question 22

22 Explain how you would calculate the range for the ‘number of words used’.

..................................................................................................................................................... [2]

Generally, a well answered question.

Question 23

23 Explain one strength of using a correlation for this investigation.
..................................................................................................................................................... [3]

The majority of responses here were very poor, with a lot of candidates repeating a strength of data
rather than the research method itself.
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Exemplar 3

A good 3-mark response that has a clear strength of correlations given in full context of the question.
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Choose from a large bank of questions to build personalised tests and
custom mark schemes, with the option to add custom cover pages to
simulate real examinations. You can also edit and download complete
past papers.

Find out more.

Review students’ exam performance with our free online results analysis
tool. It is available for all GCSEs, AS and A Levels and Cambridge
Nationals (examined units only).

Find out more.

You will need an Interchange account to access our digital products. If you do not have an
Interchange account please contact your centre administrator (usually the Exams Officer) to request
a username, or nominate an existing Interchange user in your department.


https://teachcambridge.org/landing
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/my-cambridge/index.aspx
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/my-cambridge/index.aspx
http://ocr.org.uk/administration/stage-5-post-results-services/enquiries-about-results/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/access-to-scripts/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/email-updates/
https://exambuilder.ocr.org.uk/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
https://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/past-paper-finder/exambuilder/
http://ocr.org.uk/activeresults

Need to get in touch? We really value your feedback

If you ever have any questions about OCR Click to send us an autogenerated email about

qualifications or services (including administration, this resource. Add comments if you want to.

logistics and teaching) please feel free to get in touch Let us know how we can improve this resource or

with our customer support centre. what else you need. Your email address will not be
used or shared for any marketing purposes.

Callus on

01223 553998 I like this I dislike this

Alternatively, you can email us on
support@ocr.org.uk

For more information visit

[0 ocr.org.uk/qualifications/resource-finder

¥ ocr.org.uk

@ facebook.com/ocrexams

¥ twitter.com/ocrexams

instagram.com/ocrexaminations
linkedin.com/company/ocr

O youtube.com/ocrexams

Please note — web links are correct at date
of publication but other websites may
change over time. If you have any problems
with a link you may want to navigate to that
organisation’s website for a direct search.
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OCRis part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, a department of the University of Cambridge.

For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance programme your call may be recorded or monitored. © OCR 2024 Oxford Cambridge and
RSA Examinations is a Company Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA.
Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.

OCR operates academic and vocational qualifications regulated by Ofqual, Qualifications Wales and CCEA as listed in their qualifications registers including A Levels,
GCSEs, Cambridge Technicals and Cambridge Nationals.

OCR provides resources to help you deliver our qualifications. These resources do not represent any particular teaching method we expect you to use. We update
our resources regularly and aim to make sure content is accurate but please check the OCR website so that you have the most up to date version. OCR cannot be
held responsible for any errors or omissions in these resources.

Though we make every effort to check our resources, there may be contradictions between published support and the specification, so it is important that you
always use information in the latest specification. We indicate any specification changes within the document itself, change the version number and provide a
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between the specification and a resource, please contact us.

You can copy and distribute this resource in your centre, in line with any specific restrictions detailed in the resource. Resources intended for teacher use should not
be shared with students. Resources should not be published on social media platforms or other websites.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: N/A

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR or are thinking about switching, you can request more information using our Expression of Interest form.

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of resources we offer to support you in delivering our qualifications.
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