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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as. .. to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 

  



GCSE (9-1) Psychology - J203/01 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report 

 5 © OCR 2024 

Paper 1 series overview 

J203/01 is one of two examination papers which follow the same structure in terms of sections, skills and 

patterns of questions. This paper focuses on the topics of Criminal Psychology, Development and 

Psychological Problems as well as assessing Research Methods through asking candidates to plan and 

design an investigation.  

To do well on this paper, candidates need to have a broad and detailed knowledge of the content, 

especially with reference to theories and studies. The ability to apply knowledge and understanding to 

novel sources and scenarios is also important for success. Lastly, candidates’ evaluation skills need to 

be evident and to be effective to achieve the higher marks on this paper. Candidates who did well on this 

paper were able to demonstrate the range of psychological skills assessed through this GCSE including 

mathematical ability. Candidates who did less well often showed limited knowledge of key ideas and 

found application of understanding a challenge. Their attempts to evaluate sometimes lacked focus or 

were vague. 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• provided a contextualised, well-structured and 
evaluative response to Question 16 

• demonstrated sound knowledge of 
correlational and mathematical concepts 

• showed clear understanding of Tandoc’s study 

• evaluated in context. 

• gave general or vague responses to extended 
questions such as Questions 3 (a), 16 and 8 
(a)/(b)  

• demonstrated poor understanding of key 
evaluative concepts 

• gave responses that lacked contextualised 
focus throughout 

• demonstrated poor understanding of research 
methods. 
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Section A overview 

Generally, knowledge of Tandoc’s study was sound. However, candidates were less successful 

demonstrating knowledge of the mental health continuum and scatter graphs. Reductionism also is 

another concept that candidates were less successful at explaining or contextualising. 

 

Question 1 (a) 

The majority of responses were correct here. 

 

Question 1 (b) 

The majority of responses were correct here. 
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Question 1 (c) 

The majority of responses were correct here. 

 

Question 2  

A good proportion of candidates answered correctly. However, Mental health continuum was answered 

incorrectly in less successful responses. 
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OCR support 

 

Many candidates did not understand the meaning of ‘Mental health continuum’. The following 

resource by OCR could help here: Guide to key concepts 

 

Question 3 (a) 

Many candidates demonstrated detailed knowledge of Tandoc et al.’s study. Candidates that did less 

well either provided vague details or gave an unnecessary and uncreditworthy evaluation of the study.  

  

https://teachcambridge.org/item/0709385d-ab12-4bc5-8780-ac024037e3ed
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Exemplar 1 

A good example of a candidate that has provided clear, detailed and focused knowledge of Tandoc et 

al.’s study. 

 



GCSE (9-1) Psychology - J203/01 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report 

 10 © OCR 2024 

Question 3 (b) 

A good proportion of candidates either struggled to contextualise a weakness to the study or provided a 

weakness outside of the research methods (for example, sampling issues). 
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Question 4 (a) (i) 

Most candidates successfully constructed a scatter graph; however, the majority of candidates did not 

provide an appropriate title. 
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Question 4 (a) (ii) 

The majority of candidates were correct here, however there were a surprising number of no responses 

– candidates should always be encouraged to answer all multiple-choice questions. 

 

Question 4 (a) (iii) 

A good proportion of candidates achieved full marks here, however some candidates did not 

demonstrate their workings. 
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Question 4 (b) 

A good proportion of candidates could demonstrate understanding of reductionism, but the majority of 

candidates did not contextualise this to social rank theory. 

 

Question 5 

Most candidates could identify an appropriate brain area, but often the concept of smaller volume levels 

was not correctly identified for the 2nd available mark. 
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Section B overview 

In this section candidates demonstrated good understanding of criminal psychology. However, a good 

proportion of candidates were unable to demonstrate depth and application of their knowledge. Vicarious 

and direct reinforcement were often confused and Heaven’s study was generally poorly described. 

 

Question 6 (a) 

The majority of candidates answered correctly.  

 

Question 6 (b) 

A good proportion of candidates were incorrect here. 
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Question 6 (c) 

The majority of candidates answered correctly. 

 

Question 7 

It was necessary to clearly state a specific crime in this question. While most candidates clearly 

understood crime being a social construct, many did not clearly link this to a specific example of a crime, 

or the crime from different cultures was not rooted in fact. 
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Question 8 (a) 

A good proportion of candidates did well on this question, but there were also a lot of candidates who 

focused on vicarious reinforcement or who struggled to contextualise the knowledge of the concepts. 

 

Question 8 (b) 

Most candidates demonstrated good knowledge of role models, but again struggled to contextualise their 

understanding. 
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Question 9 (a) 

Most candidates answered correctly here. 

 

Question 9 (b) 

A good proportion of candidates struggled here, either by not knowing the information required or not 

contextualising how under stimulation leads to a criminal act, focusing rather on thrill seeking. 

 

Question 10 

The majority of responses were correct here. 
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Question 11 

A good proportion of candidates struggled here, either failing to contextualise knowledge to Eysenck’s 

theory or misunderstanding how to demonstrate individual differences. 

 

Question 12 (a) 

A contrasting question for candidates. Answers either tended to be very well done with clear detail and 

understanding, or candidates muddled findings up or talked about criminality rather than delinquency. 
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Question 12 (b) 

The majority of candidates achieved 1 mark here, talking about social desirability or cultural bias. 

However, few candidates went on to contextualise this point to the study for the second mark. 

 



GCSE (9-1) Psychology - J203/01 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report 

 20 © OCR 2024 

Section C overview 

This section was based around Development. A good proportion of candidates demonstrated good 

knowledge on Question 16, however, discussions around bias were more limited. Willingham’s ideas 

seemed to not be understood by a good proportion of candidates. There also seemed to be confusion 

when talking about Piaget’s theory, with a proportion of candidates evaluating the study rather than the 

theory. 

 

Question 13 (a) 

Most candidates answered correctly here. 

 

Question 13 (b) 

Most candidates answered correctly here. 
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Question 13 (c) 

Most candidates answered correctly here. 

 

Question 14 (a) 

A large proportion of candidates struggled to convey Willingham’s idea and were either focused on 

learning styles, or vague in their attempts. On the basis of the cohort’s attempts at this question it is clear 

candidates may need more preparation in this area of the syllabus.  
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Question 14 (b)  

A good number of candidates were able to contextually answer this question and therefore receive full 

marks. 

 

Question 15 (a) 

Most candidates did not fully expand their reasons for the lack of generalisability into the context of 

Piaget’s theory. A good number of candidates incorrectly evaluated Piaget’s study rather than the theory 

itself. 
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Question 15 (b) 

Much like Question 4 (b), reductionism was correctly described by a good proportion of candidates. 

However, again, candidates often struggled to contextualise this specifically to Piaget’s theory. 

 

Question 16* 

A full range of responses were shown here. Descriptions of Piaget’s study were mainly accurate, but 

there were a good proportion of candidates who either did not include a second study, or purely focused 

on discussing bias and evaluation and therefore missed out on AO1 marks. 
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Exemplar 2 
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A strong response that gained full marks for AO1 – very clear description of Piaget’s study as well as 

Tandoc et al.’s study. Six out of the 7 AO3 marks were gained for clear identification of both age and 

culture bias, which is expanded well in the context of the studies. 
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Section D overview 

Most candidates seemed to struggle with elements of correlations in this section. Individually questions 

were accessed across the full range of marks. However, Question 23 proved challenging for almost all 

candidates. Strengths and weaknesses of different research methods should therefore be a potential 

area to receive greater focus in curriculum time. 

 

Question 17 

Most candidates did not operationalise confidence, often merely repeating the question wording. A 

reasonable number of candidates also struggled with making the hypothesis correlational. 

 

Question 18 

Most candidates answered correctly here, however a proportion of candidates seemed to rely on pre-

planned responses relating to self-selected sampling. 
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Question 19 

Generally well answered and contextualised. 

 

Question 20 

A good proportion of candidates were able to clearly explain elements of their procedure in contextual 

detail. 

 

Question 21 (a) 

The majority of candidates correctly responded with either quantitative or primary data here (the former 

being the most common response). 
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Question 21 (b) 

Most candidates were able to clearly identify a strength of the data, but a lot of candidates struggled to 

contextualise their response for the second mark. 

 

Question 22 

Generally, a well answered question. 

 

Question 23 

The majority of responses here were very poor, with a lot of candidates repeating a strength of data 

rather than the research method itself. 
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Exemplar 3 

A good 3-mark response that has a clear strength of correlations given in full context of the question. 
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