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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

diff iculty and why the diff iculties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identif iable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.  

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it f irst. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)  

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).  
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Paper 6 series overview 

Paper 6 (Latin Literature and Culture) is designed to develop candidates' knowledge and understanding 

of Roman civilisation and culture through the study of ancient literature and other ancient source 

material. For this paper, candidates were expected to have studied the material in the Prescribed 

Sources Booklet relating to two topic areas: 'The Romans in Britain' and 'Entertainment' . 

Questions required candidates to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of these materials whether 

reproduced in the insert booklet or not, to use the unseen resources provided there, as well as being free 

to include, where appropriate, relevant reference to sources encountered in their own study. 

Candidates responded extremely well to this year ’s paper and most scripts contained confident answers 

indicative of good preparation.   

Candidates were able to perform extremely well if they had a good knowledge of the sources in the 

Prescribed Sources Booklet, their context and implications. Candidates need to draw on this knowledge 

from memory in the examination, because when a question requires examples from sources other than 

those in the examination paper, candidates should select these from the Prescribed Sources Booklet 

and should not rely on generalised ideas. Of course, a wider interest is always desirable and 

commendable – as long as it is focused and evidence-based. Candidates should remember to draw on 

sources in the examination paper, too, as additional evidence for the longer answers, especially when 

invited to do so by the question.   

It will help candidates to be aware that there are three types of questions:  

1. Factual questions which require knowledge and understanding ancient sources (which may 

include literature) – AO2 (Questions 1, 4 and 6 in the question paper).  

2. Interpretative questions which require candidates to analyse, evaluate and respond to ancient 

sources (which may include literature) – AO3 (Questions 8 and 9 in the question paper).  

3. Questions which require a mixture of factual knowledge of sources (AO2) and analysis of sources 

(AO3) (Questions 2, 3, 5, 7 and 10 in the question paper). 

Candidates and teachers should assume that discussion of the limitations of sources is not required 

unless the wording of a question specifically invites it. Sometimes candidates are forcing discussion of 

limitation or bias into responses regardless of whether it has any relevance to the question, which can 

have the unintended result of affecting an answer adversely.   
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Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• had a good overall knowledge of the two topic 
areas and their separate contexts 

• had a thorough, factual knowledge and 
detailed recall of the prescribed sources 

• made precise reference to a variety of sources 
in their responses 

• fulfilled the instructions of a question precisely 

• demonstrated understanding of the sources in 
a variety of contexts 

• selected and evaluated evidence relevant to 
the specific question and drew reasonable, 
informed conclusions 

• backed up points with detailed source 
reference or quotation from literature. 

• had a rather vague knowledge and partial 
recall of the prescribed sources 

• referred to sources only in a very general way 
in their responses, if at all 

• reproduced learnt information about sources 
rather than tailoring their knowledge to the 
question 

• reproduced learnt responses rather than 
responding to a particular question 

• occasionally struggled to comment relevantly 
on sources or misunderstood their context 

• evaluated the limitations of sources when this 
was not required by the question.  
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Question 1 

A highly accessible question. Almost all candidates accurately selected and interpreted the correct 

information from Source A (AO2). This was an extract from a longer passage in the Prescribed Sources 

Booklet and so should have been familiar to candidates.  
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Question 2  

For this question, candidates had to name two other types of training a Roman soldier would have done 

(AO2). To score full marks, the candidate had to give a sensible explanation as to why that training was 

necessary (AO3).   

For the first point, nearly all candidates identif ied the need to ‘learn how to swim’ from Source A. 

For the second point, the easiest source was further information from Vegetius in the Prescribed 

Sources Booklet but not in Source A, namely the use of wicker-work shields or dummy swords of double 

weight.  

The mark scheme allowed for a good range of other reasonable suggestions.   

We did not accept learning the military step as a correct answer, first because Question 1 had already 

asked about this training and second because it was a second example from Source A.  The question 

specifically asked for ‘information from other sources you have studied ’, i.e. information not on the exam 

paper.  

Answers can be efficient here: candidates should not need to write more than the writing lines provide 

space for.     
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Meet the demands of the question  

Candidates perform less well if they do not carry out the instructions of the question.  Here candidates 
needed a type of training and an explanation as to why it was necessary. Candidates needed to use 
Source A on the exam paper and information from other sources.  

For this type of 4-mark question, candidates have to make two points. The exam paper provides 
writing lines for each point using 1 and 2. The candidate writes one point in each of these spaces (AO2). 
Because the question is worth four marks, each point usually requires a further element of explanation  
(AO3) for full marks. A candidate could make both elements of the answer clear using bullet points:  

1.  ●    A recruit must learn how to swim  

●    because it is not always possible to cross rivers by a bridge. 

2.  ●    A recruit must train with wooden dummies of double weight instead of swords 

●    so that they build up strength and find real weapons easy to handle in battle. 
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Question 3  

Fulfilling the instructions of the question carefully also helped candidates score highly on this item.  

Successful responses saw candidates discuss the usefulness of inscriptions and not other types of 

evidence such as road signs or forts.  

Good answers also confined discussion to inscriptions which tell us about the Romans in Britain. 

Reference to inscriptions in the Prescribed Sources Booklet which give information, for example, about 

gladiators in Italy, were not relevant to this question and scored no credit.   

The most successful responses provided at least three examples, which could be separated into 

different bullet points, of why inscriptions are useful sources of information. Candidates quoted or stated 

exactly what the inscriptions tell us (AO2) and why that is useful (AO3). Candidates should not just copy 

out the text but answer the question. 

The question specifically requires candidates to refer to Source B and other inscriptions they have 

studied. Therefore candidates who referred only to Source B did not achieve Level 4 (5 -6 marks). Other 

relevant inscriptions in the Prescribed Sources Booklet were RIB 544, Chester and Burn 82, Bath. 

Answers can be efficient here: candidates should not need to write more than the writing lines provide 

space for.  
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Exemplar 1 

This candidate makes at least four points, supporting their comments with precise quotation from or 

reference to the sources. Recalling material in detail from the Prescribed Sources Booklet is challenging, 

and candidates do not need to give the source 'title' if the substance of the source is clearly recalled and 

understood.  
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Question 4 

The wording of the question made it clear to candidates that a hypocaust system was a heating system 

used to heat a bath complex.  

Candidates achieved 4 marks if they identif ied four features of a bath heating system (AO2).  Two of 

these needed to come from Source C (for example noticing the stacks of tiles or that it was underfloor), 

but two could come from reasonable knowledge of any other hypocaust system, for example the use of a 

furnace tended by slaves or the hot air circulating and rising through flues.    

Although the specification refers specifically to the layout of the bath complex, a few candidates had 

limited knowledge of hypocausts and some offered no response. This was surprising as the hypocaust is 

a central feature of any Roman bath complex and the one at Bath is particularly well -preserved.  

Candidates therefore did receive partial credit if they mentioned the hot springs at Aquae Sulis providing 

hot water for the baths.   
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Question 5* 

This question required an extended response from candidates. Candidates did well if they suggested 

about four different enjoyable aspects of a visit to a bath complex, such as the opportunity for religious 

worship or socialising. 

More successful responses organised these enjoyable aspects (AO3) into paragraphs and provided 

evidence to support them (AO2), either by showing good, detailed knowledge of the bathing process, or 

by referring to source material such as Source C or, in the Prescribed Sources Booklet, the extract from 

Solinus, the photograph of the Great Bath or Burn 82.   

Each point needed to include a well-argued exploration of why this aspect of visiting a bath complex 

would have been enjoyable (AO3), rather than just listing features of the baths (AO2).   

Examiners were pleased to see relevant references to other bath complexes and valid sources from 

beyond the Prescribed Sources Booklet, but these were not required or expected.  

Please note: this question did not require knowledge of the limitations of the sources used as 

evidence.   

Assessment for learning 

 

It would help candidates to have a strategy for answering the longer questions such as:  

Analyse the terms of the question – identify the key terms and requirements of the task.  

Structure the response in paragraphs. Each paragraph should contain a point addressing the 
key term of the question, relevant source evidence or factual knowledge and an explanation 
of how the selected evidence exemplifies the point being made.  

Candidates can deploy this strategy for 6-mark, 8-mark and 12-mark questions.  

Candidates should not rely on personal opinion and generalisation.   
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Question 6 

Many candidates scored full marks for this question. Correct responses needed to specify features of the 

building (AO2), such as its impressive size, rather than things that happened at the Colosseum or its 

position within Rome. No explanation was required as to why the selected features were impressive, and 

therefore very concise answers of less than a line were often sufficient.   
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Question 7  

The requirements of this question are very much like Question 2. Here, the candidate had to identify two 

features of the Circus Maximus visible in Source E (AO2). The question paper provides writing lines 

headed '1' and '2' for this purpose.  

For each key feature identif ied, the candidates must also give a convincing explanation as to why that 

feature contributed to the enjoyment of the crowd (AO3).  

Examiners accepted a range of suggestions – obvious ones include the decorated spina or the tight 

turns at the metae, but informed descriptive language was accepted as well as Latin words and 

terminology.  

Candidates who did not refer to a specific feature of the Circus Maximus visible in Source E – for 

example if they discussed the nature of chariot racing or betting in general – did not gain full credit. 

Likewise, reference to a feature not visible in the source – such as the starting gates – could not gain 

credit.  
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Exemplar 2 

This answer is extremely efficient and demonstrates how candidates can fulfil the requirements of a 

question concisely. Candidates should not need to write more than the writing lines provide space for.   

 

Question 8 

A highly inclusive question with many possible correct answers, such as it being noisy or rowdy, which 

candidates accessed well (AO3). Again, reasonable and concise answers were sufficient and source 

evidence (AO2) was not required.   
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Question 9 

Examiners were delighted by the quality of response here. Nearly all candidates successfully quoted 

relevant words and phrases and explained how they indicated that the guest preferred Titus' shows to 

those of Norbanus' (AO3).  

Straightforward observations might include the use of superlatives such as ‘the best ever show’ or ‘the 

finest weapons’. Stylistic terminology is not required, so candidates may also analyse these quotations 

by discussing how the strong adjectives indicate the guest's confidence that Titus will put on the better 

show.  

A small number of less successful responses misunderstood the role of Titus and Norbanus and took 

them to be gladiators.  

Some very successful responses identif ied similar themes within the description of each show and 

contrasted them, for example the nature of the gladiators involved or the authenticity of the fighting.   

Many candidates had a confident grasp of the language even though it was unseen, for example 

candidates understood well the impact of the question ‘what good has he ever done for us?’ Candidates 

who explained how the guest used this language to indicate his preference scored highly, whether they 

used terms such as hypophora or rhetorical question or simpler language.    

For Level 4 (5-6 marks) examiners looked for at least three well-understood and analysed quotations. 

Weaker answers had less range or lacked a elements either of quotation or analysis.  

Responses do not need to be longer than the writing lines provided, and any sense of the limitation of a 

source is not relevant here.  
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Question 10* 

A cheery note from a candidate described this as a ‘fun question’ and the examiners agreed. The 

contextualisation was engaging and prompted some interesting thinking and a good range and quality of 

responses. No one venue came out on top!  

Regardless of the imaginative way in, the question required candidates to be able to draw on a good 

knowledge of the features of each venue and the entertainment which happened there (AO2).   

Successful responses did not just give a list of entertaining aspects (AO3), but supported them with a 

range of sources or factual evidence (AO2). Candidates who wrote in a general way without supporting 

evidence did not score so well. Potential evidence from sources was very wide: the question itself invites 

candidates to use the sources in the question paper (D, E and F). Relevant sources in the Prescribed 

Sources Booklet included 1.i-1.vi for the Colosseum and 3.i-3.iv for the Circus Maximus. Good factual 

knowledge was also credited, for example plausible numerical estimates of the capacity of each venue 

or detailed descriptions of the entertainments such as the kinds of fights at the Colosseum.   

The strongest answers compared both venues, although this was not a stipulation.  For the Level 4 (10-

12 marks), we looked for a good range of points and well-selected examples, at least four, and the use 

of at least one source or evidence from outside of the question paper. 

For Level 3 (7-9 marks), we insisted that candidates include an argument as to why they as Emperor 

would choose one venue or another, rather than just listing entertaining features.  Candidates also had to 

refer to at least one source convincingly.  

Responses falling within the other levels were less convincing and may not have provided a reasoned 

answer to the question but instead provided a limited range of entertaining features based on 

generalised knowledge.  

A few candidates confused the type of entertainment put on at the Colosseum with Roman Theatre and 

its characters, or discussed dinner parties, perhaps giving general learnt information about  

'entertainment'. These answers did not score well as they did not engage well with the question or show 

a good knowledge of the Colosseum or Circus Maximus.  

Please note: this question did not require knowledge of the limitations of the sources used as 

evidence.   
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Exemplar 3 
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Here, the candidate has made six strong points organised into six paragraphs, three arguing for each 

venue.  
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The candidate supports each point with specific source evidence, most selected from the Prescribed 

Sources Booklet as well as using sources appearing in the question paper, although the source in the 

fourth paragraph should be more clearly identif ied as Source E.  

The response shows that answers do not need to be hugely long, but rather efficiently organised into 

points and paragraphs with good argumentation, however simply expressed, and supporting evidence. 

Discussion of limitations of sources is not required and spelling errors are not penalised. This response 

scored 12 marks.   
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