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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Paper 3 series overview 

This paper is the last in the series of three that candidates will have taken and is focused on their 

geographical and fieldwork skills. Candidates are supplied with a resource booklet in the examination 

and must use it to complete the questions. They are assessed on their own knowledge (AO1) and they 

are required to apply their understanding (AO2) to answer the questions throughout the paper. As this is 

a geographical skills paper, candidates are also assessed on a range of skills (AO3) including fieldwork, 

numeracy and statistics in geography.  

 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• provided accurate details from sources  

• included evaluations in 6-mark and 8-mark 
questions  

• gave specific examples from their studies for 
Paper 1 and 2 to support their responses  

• were well practiced at using statistical skills. 

• only answered some of the questions  

• missed out information such as their working 

• demonstrated limited fieldwork knowledge 

• did not think synoptically. 
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Section A overview 

This section consists of three questions which require in-depth use of the figures and maps provided in 

the resource booklet. Candidates need to be clear as to when they are required to use specific 

information from the resource, and when they should refer to it in more general terms. They should also 

make sure that instructions are followed, including showing working, giving a response to the correct 

number of decimal places or how many responses to give. The shorter questions are complemented by 

longer, Level of Response questions which helped candidates to develop their responses. Candidates 

should use the space provided in the answer booklet, using this as a guide to how much they should be 

writing. 

 

Question 1 (a) (i)  

This question was well answered, with candidates making good use of the resource. The most common 

responses were deforestation and biodiversity loss. 

 

Question 1 (a) (ii)  

Candidates found this question challenging, with some choosing option D rather than B. 
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Question 1 (a) (iii)  

This question was well answered, with candidates making good use of the resource. Most responses 

linked to reducing greenhouse gases to net zero.  

 

Question 1 (b) (i)  

This was generally answered well, with most candidates able to access at least 1 mark and many gained 

2 marks. Many candidates were getting the marks for saying ‘different shades’ or ‘adding numbers’, 

‘adding place names’ or ‘adding percentages to the map’. They were able to develop this with ideas 

including ‘making it easier to interpret’ and ‘would provide information on the exact changes’. Candidates 

did not do so well when they wrote that more colours should be used to make the map clearer. 

 

Question 1 (b) (ii)  

This question was well answered, with candidates making good use of the resource to answer 

accurately. Those that answered incorrectly mostly gave A as a response. 
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Question 1 (c)  

Most candidates were able to attain 3 or 4 marks. Most noted the overall increase and the increase in 

Asia. By identifying the two parts of the pattern they were also able to receive the communication (COM) 

mark. The fourth mark was for use of data. Answers using either axis were accepted, and a lot of 

candidates were able to read the graph accurately. Where candidates did not understand how to read a 

compound line graph, they scored less well, with several candidates identifying the highest consumption 

of seafood was by Oceania and lowest was by Asia. 
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Question 1 (d) (i)  

Many candidates were able to calculate this answer accurately. They received 1 mark for the calculation 

and 1 mark for the correct response. Some candidates divided the total by 721, rather than 674, or 

rounded to fewer than 2 decimal places. 

 

Question 1 (d) (ii)  

To attain a mark candidates needed to make it clear whether the reason they were suggesting linked to 

imports or exports. Many candidates made links to supply and demand, as well as the types of fish 

available from abroad. Some linked their responses to their commercial fishing studies in Unit 1.3, 

including ideas such as overfishing and fishing quotas. 
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Question 1 (e)*  

Most candidates produced Level 2 responses. They were able to use the resource well to identify 

changes in climate and to explain how these could affect crop yield or plant growth. Some candidates 

also examined the link between the changes to climate and whether they were due to climate change. 

To attain Level 3, candidates needed to go beyond the resource and use synoptic skills, making links to 

other areas of their studies. This could be making links to a flooding case study, explaining the impacts 

on farming, linking increased rainfall to eutrophication or to making links to food security and the UKs 

reliance on imports. Very few students made links to their drought case study for example ‘The Big Dry’, 

which they could have drawn on to discuss adaptations to drought, including drip irrigation. Links could 

also have been made to tropical storms and their impact on agriculture. Many candidates included a 

conclusion to draw their ideas together or included judgements implicitly in their response, which was 

essential to obtain 8 marks.  
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Question 2 (a) (i)  

Candidates struggled to identify this mapping technique as a proportional circles map. Many suggested 

dot maps, choropleth maps or bubble maps, which were not creditworthy. 

OCR support 

 

Knowing what kind of graph to use can be challenging and it is important to spend time in 

class on graphs, including demonstrations of when is the correct time to use different types of 

graph. BBC Bitesize Graphs and Maps gives examples of a range of graphs and maps that 

could be used in the specification. There are also the Geographical skills: Graphs and charts 

interactive resources, which could be used to support teachers and students.  

 

Question 2 (a) (ii)  

This question was well answered, with candidates making good use of the resource. The most common 

incorrect response was Central Africa. 

 

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zc8x9qt/revision/1
https://teachcambridge.org/item/436d457c-791e-406e-8903-2ce4de51fa55
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Question 2 (a) (iii)  

To attain a mark, candidates needed to make it clear which type of country they were referring to, e.g. 

African, European LIDC, AC, poorer or richer. Some candidates gave opposite statements so only 

attained 1 mark. Most correct responses made links to levels of education or wealth. 
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Question 2 (b) (i)  

Most candidates were able to add up the data correctly, then calculate the mean and give a correct 

answer to 1 decimal place. 
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Question 2 (b) (ii)  

Many candidates recognised that they had to put the data into numeric order and received a mark for 

this. Most found calculating where the upper quartile occurred in the sequence challenging. They needed 

to use the formula 3(n+1) ÷ 4. Some candidates were able to calculate the mean of the 7th and 8th 

numbers in the sequence to obtain an answer of 3.3. 

Exemplar 1 

This candidate has correctly ordered the data. They have then calculated the position of the upper 

quartile (7.5). Finally, they have calculated the mean of the two pieces of data either side of the upper 

quartile to get the correct answer of 3.3. 
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Question 3 (a)  

This question was well answered, with candidates making good use of the resource. 

 

Question 3 (b)  

Very few candidates were able to identify a suitable alternative method of presenting the information. 

Those who did were generally then able to explain why it would be suitable. Many referred to comparing 

the data and identifying patterns. 

Assessment for learning 

 

There is a teaching opportunity here for types of graphs and maps, so that candidates can 

identify suitable data presentation techniques. Also, for ways in which their use can be 

justified, including whether it is showing discrete or continuous data, relationships between 

data and/or changes over time and space.   
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Question 3 (c) (i)  

This question was well answered, with candidates making good use of the resource. 

 

Question 3 (c) (ii)  

To attain a mark candidates needed to identify an age group of migrants, emphasising where they were 

moving either from or to, and providing a reason why. No reference to specific data from the graph was 

required. Many candidates referred to the higher number of child migrants from LIDCs, with many linking 

this to education or war. Fewer candidates than expected identified more working-age people would 

migrate from LIDCs/EDCs for jobs. 
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Question 3 (d) (i)  

Most candidates were able to identify a suitable feature, these included informal settlements, litter, high-

rise buildings and differences in buildings. Most could then explain how these were evidence of an EDC, 

with the best reasons being given for responses related to buildings, linking to wealth and investment. 

Where candidates identified litter as an issue, few could explain clearly why there was so much litter. 

They found it difficult to link this to rubbish collections and investment in public services.  

  



GCSE (9-1) Geography A (Geographical Themes) - J383/03 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report 

 17 © OCR 2024 

Question 3 (d) (ii)  

Most candidates attained Level 2. They were able to use the photographs as a prompt and discussed 

the issues within these and how they positively and negatively affected the city. To attain a Level 3, 

candidates needed to go beyond the resource and use synoptic skills, making links to other areas of 

their studies. This could include making links to the impact of migration to the UK. They could then have 

suggested other impacts such as filling skills gaps in the NHS or being more likely to work and therefore 

pay taxes and boost the local economy through the multiplier effect.  

They could also have drawn on their UK city case study and discussed how immigration developed the 

characteristics of the city, for example the West Indian Carnival in Leeds. Candidates could have also 

drawn on their knowledge of an EDC or LIDC city. Many have studied informal settlements and could 

have demonstrated their knowledge and understanding to further develop their responses. They could 

also have drawn on their knowledge of development and Rostow’s Model to identify how investment by 

TNCs is leading to development in cities in LIDCs and EDCs. Many candidates included a conclusion to 

draw these ideas together or included judgements implicitly in their response, which was essential to 

obtain 6 marks.  

  



GCSE (9-1) Geography A (Geographical Themes) - J383/03 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report 

 18 © OCR 2024 

Exemplar 2 

This candidate includes thoroughly developed ideas relating to both photographs (Fig. 7a and 7b). 

Synopticity is clear with reference to both Leeds and Bangalore from their own studies. Evaluation is at 

the end of the response. This response gained L3 6 marks. 
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Section B overview 

The second part of the examination was focused on fieldwork and requires candidates to use their skills 

as well as experiences to answer the questions. There is one section on human geography fieldwork 

questions and one on physical geography fieldwork questions. It was pleasing to see that few candidates 

wrote about the wrong type of fieldwork; centres have done a good job in ensuring that candidates 

understand the differences.  

There were a small minority who had clearly not been on fieldwork. The specification says ‘Centres must 

provide fieldwork opportunities for their candidates. This does not go so far as to oblige centres to make 

sure that all their candidates take part in the fieldwork.’ There is always a risk that an individual 

candidate may miss the arranged fieldwork, for example because of illness. Candidates who do not take 

up the opportunity may be disadvantaged, as there will be questions on fieldwork in the exam. Therefore, 

should a centre have candidates who have been unable to participate in the offered fieldwork for any 

reason, there should be a concerted effort to make sure that those candidates still understand the 

processes and can potentially access the examination questions. 
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Question 4 (a) (i)  
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Most candidates were able to complete the graph accurately. This was impressive as this is not a 

common graph type. Candidates were given 1 mark for plotting the points and 1 mark for joining them 

using a straight, solid line. 

 

Question 4 (a) (ii)  

Most candidates were able to interpret the graph and table accurately, identifying, for example, ‘site 1 

has a better environmental quality’ or ‘site 2 has more litter’.  

 

Question 4 (a) (iii)  

Most candidates correctly identified a bar graph as a suitable alternative. 

 

Question 4 (b)  

Most candidates identified three features, both using the photograph and referring to ideas from the 

radial graph to help them, although no use of the radial graph was required.  
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Question 4 (c)  

Many candidates did not identify a sampling strategy in their response. Those that did, mostly identified 

random sampling, but many were unable to continue to describe how this could be used, for example 

‘use a random number generator to identify who to survey’. Candidates who used systematic and 

stratified sampling were more likely to be given the second mark for describing the method.  

OCR support 

 

Knowing about sampling techniques and which type of sampling to use can be challenging 

and it is important to spend time in class exploring these. Fieldwork planning and analysis 

presents an ideal opportunity to do this. The websites RGS Sampling and FSC sampling give 

examples of a range of sampling techniques, including their advantages and disadvantages. 

 

 

 

  

https://www.rgs.org/schools/resources-for-schools/sampling-techniques
https://www.field-studies-council.org/resources/16-18-geography/route-to-enquiry/methods/
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Question 4 (d)  

Most candidates made good use of the resources to identify the advantages and disadvantages of the 

new housing estate. They were able to develop these further by making links to noise and air pollution or 

the increased spending in the local area. The better responses cross referenced the data. To attain a 

Level 3, candidates needed to go beyond the resource and use synoptic skills, making links to other 

areas of their studies. Relatively few candidates made links to the greenhouse effect from the air 

pollution caused by increased traffic. More candidates made links to the multiplier effect through 

increased trade in the town. Some candidates that focused on the lack of school places often said that 

the children would not receive an education, which was not creditworthy. Some thought that the lack of 

school spaces referred to the lack of parking at the school. Better responses made the link between lack 

of school places and having to use cars and buses to get to schools further away, resulting in more air 

pollution. Many candidates included a conclusion to draw these ideas together or included judgements 

implicitly in their response, which was essential to obtain 6 marks.  
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Question 5 (a)  

Some candidates were unable to make links from their case study to a model, theory or concept. The 

most common links were to the Bradshaw Model, longshore drift or a river or coastal case study. To 

reach Level 2, candidates needed to explain how their chosen link helped them to understand their 

fieldwork better. For Level 3 this explanation needs to be much more detailed and often drew on the 

candidates’ results during the fieldwork. The best responses made it obvious that they had conducted 

some form of investigation, as they were able to correctly comment on the usefulness of the different 

elements and understood the reasons why they were collecting data. Several candidates opted not to 

answer this question. This could be due to candidates not managing time effectively, or due to lack of 

understanding of the question and/or lack of experience of fieldwork.  
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Exemplar 3 

Using Lyme Regis as their case study, this candidate has accurate knowledge of concepts and clearly 

used them to explain their own fieldwork data collection, evaluating how the case study did and did not 

help in a variety of ways. This response does include some reference to human geography, but this is 

relevant to the physical investigation being described. This response gained L3 6 marks 
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Question 5 (b)*  

Candidates who achieved a Level 1 response had often misinterpreted the question and gave an outline 

of how they collected their data rather than evaluating their data collection. Level 2 responses were able 

to identify strengths and/or weaknesses, but these tended to be superficial, for example repeating the 

data collection several times or human error when reading data. Level 3 responses clearly drew on their 

field trip, making it obvious that they had conducted some form of investigation and recalling it in detail. 

The best responses gave a range of advantages and disadvantages of their data collection, which were 

detailed and specific. They also commented on a wide range of techniques. Often the candidates at this 

level suggested improvements to be implemented if they were to undertake the fieldwork again. Many 

candidates included a conclusion to draw these ideas together or included judgements implicitly in their 

responses, which was essential to obtain 8 marks. Several candidates chose not to answer this 

question.  

Misconception 

 

Where the command word in the question is to evaluate, candidates need to identify strengths 

and weaknesses of their fieldwork. Several candidates described their data collection but did 

not evaluate the techniques used, which limited their responses to Level 1.  
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Copyright information 

Question 1 (e): Table of changes to UK weather and climate events, © Crown copyright, Met Office and 

for outside the UK © British Crown copyright, Met Office. 
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