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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper 6 series overview

The examiners’ primary impression of this paper was that this year’s cohort performed slightly better in
terms of outcomes than in the 2022 and 2023 papers. It was evident that candidates had been well-
prepared for the examination, and that, in many cases, they had entered the exam hall with avery detailed
knowledge of appropriate sources under their belts, which proved invaluable.

Candidates who had a strong command of the material were able to achieve very highly, which is
consistent with the typically high calibre of Greek GCSE candidates. Less confident candidates were still
able to pick up marks throughout, as it was possible to gain a number of marks just from close study of
the Sources in the Insert — this applied even to a 6-marker (Question 10) and some marks in Question 4,
while a number of questions such as Question 3, Question 7 and Question 9 offered many marks, but not
all, for those who examined the supplied evidence with due care. Hopefully, this fact will encourage future
candidates not to simply omit questions. Some of the shorter questions caused problems to candidates
who did not know the technical terminology well enough or confused certain terms, but this is inevitable in
a subject dealing with a variety of words borrowed from Greek. The longer response questions were quite
open-endedand invited a variety of responses, especially Question 11 (the 12 mark question), which many
candidates answered very well indeed.

Overall, it was good to see how effectively most candidates dealt with the combination of seenand unseen
sources: the quality of their evaluation was generally very high, and the conclusions they reached tended
to be well thought through and logical.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

e answered the high tariff questions in detalil e used brief bullet points to answer high-tariff

« linked their extended responses overtly to the |~ d4€Stions

guestions e gave responses that were primarily fact-based
and lacked evaluation, resulting in marks for
AO2 but not for AO3

¢ outlined or paraphrased the messages of
specific sources without quoting or analysing
them specifically

e evaluated the points they made, thereby
accessing marks for AO3

e made detailed, careful reference to the
sources

e comments on visual sources as well as written

. e omitted to discuss Sources that were not
evidence

included in the Insert, thereby not fulfilling the
¢ included specific references to the Sources as demands of Questions 5 and 11

per the question rubric e paraphrased Source F without commenting on

e referred to arange of Sources outside the Aristophanes’ use of literary, structural, or
Insert in Questions 5 and 11 stylistic techniques

e made specific reference to Aristophanes’ e omitted certain questions rather than
literary techniques as specifically asked for in attempting a reasonable guess.
Question 10

e answered each question without leaving gaps.
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Question 1
1 Read Source A.

‘Achilles pointed out the turning-post.’

In the ancient Olympic Games, what was the name of the race that involved running towards a
turning post and back again?

This gquestion proved challenging, as many candidates assumed it was the stadion since it involved running
and did not think about the element of the turning-post, even though it was referenced, specifically in the
guestion. Some got it confused with the longer-distance race, the dolichos. Answers received credit if they
showed recognition of the ‘there and back’ element of the race, and spelling was not penalised.

Question 2

2 Source A may have been composed in the same century as the first Olympic Games. What
features of the race in Source A would have been familiar to the competitors in an ancient
Olympic foot race?

Make three points.

For the most part this was answered well, with several relevant details available fromthe Source. Some
candidates did not read the question carefully enough, neglecting that they had to pick out ‘features of the
race in Source A’ — that runners ran naked, for example, was not in the extract but quite often listed by
candidates, while some took an aspect which was particular to the Source (e.g. that one competitor was
‘godlike’, a Homeric epithet for Odysseus which does not mean all competitors were similar to the gods,
or that competitors slipped — either through divine intervention or due to dung) which did not quite answer
the general sense of the question. The most common answers included the presence of the turning-post,
runners being side-by-side, the encouragement of acrowd and the attraction of a prize — whether a silver
bowl as in the Homer, or a wreath of olive at the Olympics.
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Question 3
3 Read Source B.

What information does this source provide about Alcibiades?

Make three points and refer to Source B in your answer.

Many candidates treated the instruction ‘refer to Source B in your answer’ quite loosely, assuming the
reference to be inherent in their response; examiners credited any details which clearly did connect to the
source (e.g. extreme wealth or bred horses, etc.). Many responses included that he entered 7 chariots in
the Olympics, had a victory ode written for him, that he won 1st, 2nd and 3rd/4th, and that cities vied for
his favour and rewarded him.
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Question 4*
4* Study Source C.

Travellers came from all parts of the ancient world to visit the site of the Olympic Games. What
features of the site would have particularly impressed them?

State three features and give a reason for your choice.

You should include specific references to Source C in your answer.

This question was generally well answered, with candidates showing knowledge of a large range of
possible responses; indeed there was considerably more than ten possible answers, with the main ones
offered by candidates being the Temple of Zeus and its size and decoration, Pheidias’ chryselephantine
statue of Zeus, the Treasuries showing off the wealth of city-states and reflecting the competitive element
of the site and games, and the Temple of Hera, home of the discus of the truce. Answers including details
of identified structures and evaluation of why travellers would be impressed gained full credit, since these
6 marks are AO3.

Candidates who scored less highly on this question tended to select three features from the site plan in
Source C and then guess why a visitor might be impressed by them rather than showing specific
knowledge of the site. Other low-scoring responses discussed the behaviour of people at the site rather
than the buildings or fixed features at Olympia. In general, weaker responses tended to be far too brief
and candidates simply bullet-pointed their answers rather than responding in sufficient detail.

Assessment for learning

Candidates tended to do better if they repeatedly referred back to the question to explain
precisely why the three chosen features of the site would have particularly impressed visitors
to Olympia. Simply giving a narrative description of the features was insufficient.

Using the PEEL technique that many other essay subjects advocate may help candidates here
—making a point, giving an example, explaining its significance, and then linking the point back
to the question is a helpful way of ensuring that the candidate has included evaluation (AO3)
into their response, rather than simply demonstrating a knowledge of factual information (AO2)
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Exemplar 1

fue MM s b tn fag,

This candidate response is a clear example of a response that achieved full marks on this question. The
candidate is able to identify three key features of the site and structures the response with clarity. In

each case they add factual details about each feature and then give specific reasons why visitors might
be impressed by what they saw.
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Question 5*

5% Why do you think competitors were motivated to train and compete in the ancient Olympic
Games?

You should use Sources A, B and C and include details from other sources you have studied.

This question was broad in scope and invited a variety of responses. The three Sources all offered ample
material to be discussed, while most other Prescribed Sources could be mined for relevant details.
Candidates lost marks through a lack of specific references to Sources, by not making reference to other
sources at all, or by generally misunderstanding the material.

The emphasis of this question lay on considering ‘why’ competitors were motivated, so references need
to be accompanied by evaluative comments (4 available marks were AO3 marks). As the MS indicates,
there was no shortage of credit-worthy points to be made. Many candidates made detailed points concisely
and gained full credit if their response contained a contextualised reference alongside some appropriate
analysis.

‘ Assessment for learning

mark question but are not penalised for doing so as typically these features of an extended

@ Candidates are not expected to include an introduction or a conclusion in their answer to an 8
response add clarity to the answer.
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Exemplar 2

E)&f\gULCJ{IJDKGMMMabmpi(,&r\w&aauwl(pndggm
damﬁtabiadascm&«mt&ecomm(}fgwww% ......
Mbhm@m%wwwmaﬁ%om%pdhﬂwt%ﬁd
&6!‘\'&«,@[@@0} . mueudkwe_mw&desfmbayb»
ek twen, o haped. Mook by, brining hazd..and wsisning. ..
R STV O X V0 Vs AR e
BVictoss. et seon. a3 biessed by e gods. wluioi. wid. have..
O&Qo%\r@yd@&(u&(ﬁ ..... i . Soorce A, Qdyssens”. prayerto. ..
/‘\U«mm&mnwO@Wma\cewd}m(}eu,ammmw¢
Ltimb&f.,.&llﬁ%ixﬂ..._h\m.{ﬁ..wn‘n.-....t.m.ao.\auftf()ni...m..mm.dszcg.&m‘m .......
O&\f\ckn@?mmﬁﬂma/q«% ..... W‘.m.m..ah‘we..m%.&uws......
WWU«Q%&MW&MUCO&&{MV%&%XmsQWW ........
S@ﬁoub&Swwwtmwdcmaaawwﬁﬂa&k@mw
0 O).... et Gretlin:. ACKVON . BRI i
Cﬂmpwlg‘f\’@QO%MPIGG&WMMQJQA“C&M{@&‘@P‘&U:Mm,bfb
GO ol Bua OlympiCe. Si8.. il Becess bo. ol iapla...com .
Gl onalkon 08 saen.in.... Soure,. G- Evrlienant,, in... O 0200, ALESES.
W{?Ms’ 0 f\fgfi\u ciakvz0) Zevswe can. S0 (o BrUs.Cad. Magrfbur
.}b..\’.}!@é.:...h.&.\’.z%.....Q\,.(ZCZS‘S....&?...ﬁé&i&..h@.ﬂﬂ..&i:&?&....WG#L@{..M':&..WM@L
Lomphitorsts.. WWM@W@@S,MMQ&WQ{
204.000mi.... 00 Ocalts. soudp. of boe SBLC. 4400 2. sty ...

wonted: Howentr, (o ariets piessisn gl lhe. satve.is. tadem

10 © OCR 2024



GCSE (9-1) Classical Greek - J292/06 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report

..... S b%@&k&n%ﬂdmwm@ummalw%
T R O S S ATy T

SR Ft’f\oﬂg;wmn@ﬂk ..... a*QO(gmpsmwaublgWMWt@
.................. Mho. congentoss...Caby. State..as. el 03 Meakionsd by, ...

.................. ‘Som%mhsqmma&mm"(o@%ww

................... V‘Pfta PAD\O%‘C,ELJSWQULJ\MNWM@M&M
.................. mumw\c‘m\)ow({%whwdwﬁmmﬁwcaww@

This candidate response writes in detail and makes direct reference to the sources prescribed in the
guestion by quoting appropriate extracts or elements from each one, working logically from Source A -C.
The candidate also refers to sources outside the insert — a vase painting of Nike and Isocrates. By
commenting on a vase painting they are also successfully using a range of sources and not simply
referring to written evidence.

The candidate also succeeds in including critical reflection in the response by questioning the idealised
nature of a vase painting and calling into question a modern image of the statue of Olympian Zeus,
indicating that they are able to take the source with a pinch of salt rather than treating it as completely
accurate.

Question 6
6 Read Source D.

Why did the Spartans encourage girls to exercise?

Make two points.

Most candidates were able to get both marks for this question; afew made use of the second half of the
guestion (examined in Question 7) and so referred to Spartan girls being freed ‘from softness and
delicacy and all effeminacy’ or to their mocking misbehaving youths, but since these were not connected
to ‘exercise’, which was specified in the question, they could not be credited.

11 © OCR 2024




GCSE (9-1) Classical Greek - J292/06 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report

Question 7

7 In what ways did the lives of Spartan girls differ from those of Athenian girls?

Make two detailed points and refer to Source D in your answer.

Some candidates lost marks here by not making the comparison explicit and concluding their answer by
stating ‘but Athenian women did not’ or something similar; most credit was given when the comparison

stated what Athenian women did or experienced differently from their Spartan counterparts.

Question 8 (a)
8 Study Source E.

(a) Where did the participants walk to in an ancient Greek marriage procession?

Most candidates knew the answer, stating ‘the groom’s house’ or ‘house of the kyrios’ or something
equivalent; a small number wrote ‘the girl’'s house’, but this could not be credited unless some reference
to it being the girl’s ‘new’ house was made. A number of candidates, presumably misreading the depiction
on the vase, wrote ‘temple’.

12 © OCR 2024




GCSE (9-1) Classical Greek - J292/06 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report

Question 8 (b)

(b) At what time of day would this type of procession traditionally take place?

Again, this question was well answered, with the majority of candidates gaining the mark. Evening, night,
or midnight were acceptable responses, but a number of candidates did write ‘morning’ or ‘afternoon’ —

failing to notice the presence of torches in the procession.
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Question 9

9 What information can vases such as the one shown in Source E provide about ancient Greek
weddings?

Make three points and refer to Source E in your answer.

This question had a wide range of possible answers and a variety of responses could gain credit, including
reference to the fact that weddings were on vases shows they were important, or that the depiction of
wagons references the practice of burying or destroying the wheel axle after marriage. As a result, most
candidates were able to secure all 3 marks, unless they misidentified some aspect of the vase, e.g. writing
that they were going to the temple to get married or thinking the mother-in-law outside the groom’s house
was the bride, or answered too generally, stating that there were many people present or that the married
couple travelled to a house, or did not specify anything particular. A strong response did not have to be
long, as long as it contained sufficient, relevant detail.

Assessment for learning

Source E is avase painting that is notin the OCR Prescribed Sources Booklet for this paper,
but it bears a number of similarities to the Pyxis showing a Wedding Procession (Source 2 (iii)
on page 4 of the Booklet), including the horse-drawn wagon or chariot conveying the bride to
her new home, a woman carrying a marriage torch and the bride wearing a veil.

It may help for candidates to focus more on the way in which vases depict generic features of
ancient Greek life (such as marriage or domestic scenes) and to compare them with other
extant sources rather than to suppose that each vase tells a completely different story.
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Question 10*
10* Read Source F.

What makes this extract a vivid description of married life in ancient Athens?

In your answer you should include discussion of Aristophanes’ use of language.

This 6 mark question required candidates to comment on the literary style of the author, Aristophanes,
indicated by the phrasing of the question: ‘What makes this extract a vivid description...?’ A significant
number of candidates retold part of the extract without considering the stylistic elements which make it
specifically vivid; not every point had to include a discussion of the writer’s use of language, but some was
expected across the answer. Overall, most candidates showed that they knew how to approach such
guestions, offering strong and detailed responses.

Some candidates offered no response at all (NR) to this question, which may have been because they
were running out of time and wished to tackle the 12 mark question more fully.

‘ Misconception

Some candidates find the requirement to include literary analysis into their responses quite
challenging, opting instead to paraphrase the source rather than to select key stylistic
techniques from it. However, the skills they need to answer this style of question fully are
precisely the same as those that they already use in their GCSE English Language and
Literature papers, and also in the Literature papers of this specification, probably to good effect.

At this level there is no expectation that candidates use complex literary terminology — simply
identifying techniques such as repetition, direct speech or imagery and outlining the effects of
these techniques on a contemporary or modern audience is sufficient.
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Question 11*

11* ‘Women in ancient Greece were ignored by men and lived restricted lives.’
Using the sources you have studied, discuss to what extent you agree with this opinion.
In your answer:

» you should include references to a range of ancient sources,
+ you may make limited use of the sources in the Insert. [12]

All candidates made a solid attempt at answering this 12 mark question. Those answers which were well-
structured, with programmatic introductions and conclusions that reflected the arguments made throughout
the answer generally scored marks at the higher end within a Level descriptor. There was a wealth of
material for candidates to draw on, and each candidate was able to construct valid arguments; the
strongest responses were generally those which included several references to Sources not included in
the Insert.

The key focus in this extended response, as in all of the other questions in the paper, is on using a range
of primary sources to gain information about a specific aspect of the ancient world. The most successful
responses made detailed reference to the sources in the Insert and also considered other pieces of
evidence they had studied. The main approach taken by candidates was to examine aspects of Athenian
women’s lives. Regarding women being ignored and living restricted lives, candidates often focused on
statements about women needing to be quiet by Aristotle, Thucydides and Aristophanes, about women
being possessions (Hesiod), married women primarily being for procreation of legitimate children
(Demosthenes) or about their domestic roles and the notion of needing to be tamed (Xenophon); some
strong answers made use of Lysias to discuss the typical living arrangements.

Some answers included paragraphs on positive views of Athenian women’s lives, referencing parts of
Xenophon and Lysias in particular, or discussing the vase of the wedding procession. Most answers which
made a case for positive lives for women used Spartan women as their example, utilising Aristotle’s
comments on land ownership, Plutarch’s section in the Insert and the bronze figure of the running Spartan
girl to support their argument. The bestanswers questioned the accuracy of such sources as evidence for
women'’s lived experience, pointing out that each source was written or created by aman for an extremely
patriarchal society.

Consideration of the context of authors and their reliability was also credit-worthy, and partial credit was
given when points were too general or not supported by specific references.
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Copyright information

Question 1, Extract from The lliad by Homer, p.416 Translation by E.V. Rieu Penguin ISBN 0-140-
44794-6, © Extract from The lliad by Homer
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