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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper 5 series overview

Candidates very much enjoyed engaging with this Euripides text. As last year, there were many excellent
responses, showing a familiarity with the play and demonstrating detailed understanding of it. The
Bacchae throws up various challenges and examiners were impressed by the obvious dedication and
enthusiasm of candidates and their teachers in preparing for this exam. It is pleasing to note that few
candidates gave answers outside the lines specified in individual questions. As last year, most
candidates seem to have had enough time, although a very few ran out of time on the essay question.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

¢ read the questions carefully and responded e misinterpreted the question(s) or did not link
accordingly their responses explicitly to the question asked

¢ made reference to the passages, adding style | ¢ did not develop or expand their ideas where
or content where required required

o referenced the set text as a whole (for the 10- | ¢ mistranslated or misunderstood the Greek text

mark essay question) e were less familiar with the text and did not

e quoted Greek and translated into English always pay close attention to the questions
accurately, where required themselves

¢ revealed a close familiarity and engagement ¢ relied on knowledge of the Bacchae story
with the text outside the restrictions of the set text.

e paid attention to the parameters of specific
passages.
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Question 1 (a)

1 Read the passage and answer the questions.

ATAQ TO HEV OWH OVK Apoodog €L, EEVe,

WG €¢ yuvaikag, e’ OTe ¢ Onpag maer
TAOKQMOC TE YAQ 00V TAVAOS 0L TTRANS U0,
YEVLV TR aLTNV KeXLEVOS, TO00L mMAEwC.

Euripides, Bacchae, lines 453-456

(a) Inthe lines immediately preceding this passage, what order has Pentheus given to the servant
regarding the stranger?

Candidates impressed examiners with their knowledge of the text outside the question paper. Some
candidates went too far back in the text and said that Pentheus had ordered the stranger to be arrested.

Question 1 (b)

(b) What does Pentheus say about the stranger’s appearance in this passage? Make two points.

Candidates gave very full answers here; they were mostly good, but there was some ambiguity as to
what/who was full of desire.

5 © OCR 2024
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Question 1 (c)

(c¢) Do you think Pentheus is showing true admiration for the stranger? Give a reason for your
answer, referring to the Greek.

This question was thoughtfully answered. Most candidates could give a convincing reason (yes or no),
though a surprising number did not quote Greek.

Question 2 (a)

2 Read the passage and answer the questions.

Pentheus
Dionysus
Pentheus
Dionysus
Pentheus
Dionysus

T O Oyl éoTiTiv' idéarv Exovtd ooy

AoNT APaKxXeVTOOWY VAL BEOTWV.

éxerd’ dvnow totot Obovowv Tiva;

oL Ocpic akovoal o', €0t d” A&l eldéval.

€0 TOLT EkiBONAevoag, v’ akovoat OéAw. 5
aoépeav dokovvt 0oyl ExOaipet Ogo.

Euripides, Bacchae, lines 471-476

(@) cdoont ... ootwv (line 2): what does Dionysus say about the rites?

dppnt’ caused problems, occasionally being omitted or mistranslated, but there was enough leeway in
the mark scheme to allow candidates who knew the text to score both marks.

6 © OCR 2024
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Question 2 (b)

(b) 0 to0T ... DéAw (line 5): pick out and translate the Greek word which Pentheus uses to
describe how Dionysus has behaved towards him.

Greek word:

English translation:

This was a challenging verb, but it was the only indicative and the only 2"-person verb on the line and a

good differentiator. Candidates, almost universally, correctly gave ékiBdriAeucag, but translations varied
and some candidates did not translate ‘you’ in context.

Exemplar 1
Greek word: ... z K"{S%Vl"\@gﬁk(\_l ......................................................................
English translation;  ....... 4 .L.Qfﬁ?.:% ...... L 27/

Translating in context requires candidates to give the whole of the meaning, including the person of the

verb. As Exemplar 1 shows, it is not enough to say ‘have played a trick’, but the full answer requires ‘you
have played a trick’.

Question 2 (c)

(c) aoépewv ... Oeov (line 6): what does Dionysus say to warn Pentheus?

This was mostly well answered, though a few candidates found this difficult.

7 © OCR 2024
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Question 3

3 Read the passage and answer the question.

Pentheus
Dionysus
Pentheus
Dionysus

T O’ legax VUKTwWO 1 nel Nuéoav teAeis;
VUKTWO T TOAAX: OEUVOTNT EXEL UKOTOC.

TOUT &G yuvaikag dOAOV ot kat oaBQov.

KAV THEQQ TO Y (o QOV £E£VQ0L TIC (V.

Euripides, Bacchae, lines 485-488

Translate this passage into English.

Examiners’ report

This was a straightforward translation which resulted in a pleasing number of full marks. That said, even
for those who scored full marks, the majority produced an inconsequential error (no marks are lost for a
single inconsequential error), the most common being ‘ceremonies’ for T& &’ iepd. There were also
problems with T& TTOAAG (variously translated as ‘usually’, ‘normally’, ‘the majority’, ‘many’, ‘most’).

© OCR 2024
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Question 4

4 Read the passage and answer the question.

Pentheus K&l 7toU 'oTv; 00 Y Gavegoc OUUaoiv y' EUoic.
Dionysus TaQ EHOL 0L O’ AUEPT)C AVTOC WV OVK EL00QAC.

Euripides, Bacchae, lines 501-502

Explain the dramatic irony in these lines.

This was very well answered.

9 © OCR 2024
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Question 5

5 Read the passage and answer the question.

Pentheus  AdlvoOe- katadoovet pe kai OMpPac 0d¢.

Dionysus aVOW e un detv owPOVWV 0L 0WdHQOTLV.

Pentheus €yw O¢ Oelv Ve, KLOLWTEQOS 0€0¢eV.

Dionysus ovk 0100’ 6 T Lfg, 0Vd’ 6 dOAS, OVD BOTIC €l

Translation:

Pentheus Seize him! This man despises me and Thebes.

Dionysus | forbid you to bind me, since | am in my senses and you are not.
Pentheus And | tell them to bind you, as | have more power than you.

Dionysus You don’t know what your life is, nor what you are doing, nor who you are.
Euripides, Bacchae, lines 503-506

How does Euripides make this a tense exchange between Pentheus and Dionysus? You should
make two points, each supported by close reference to the Greek.

[4]
The 4-marker with translation requires at least one style point. Examiners are still seeing examples of
candidates quoting Greek but no English, or English but no Greek. Centres should remind candidates
that abbreviations such as ‘E creates tension by making P angry at D...” are simply not acceptable.
Some candidates chose ellipsis for the long last line of ouk ... € and then got lost. It might sound

effective to talk of a listing/tricolon of negatives, but on their own these words read as ‘not... not... not...
and candidates need to offer more.

However, there was plenty of style on offer: an imperative, word order, repetition, a comparative. There
were good references to the imperative AdfuoBe, and some very nice commentary on the tension
created by the dramatic irony of the comparative KupiwTepOG.

10 © OCR 2024
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Question 5 tip for the 4-marker

Candidates who quoted large chunks of Greek, or who quoted using ellipsis, sometimes lost a mark
because their English translation did not match the Greek quotation. Examiners look to make sure that
candidates have a clear understanding of the Greek they have quoted.

Question 6

6 Read the passage and answer the question.

Pentheus [TevOeve, Ayainc maig, matog O Exiovog.
Dionysus EVOLOTLXTOAL TOUVOR ETTHOELOC €L

Euripides, Bacchae, lines 507-508

évdvotuxnoat tovvop érutdewog i (line 2): explain what Dionysus means when he says this.

Some candidates struggled with this question or became tied up in knots. Often they understood the
meaning of the line quoted, or else knew the meaning of Pentheus’ name, but not always both.

11 © OCR 2024
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Question 7

7 Read the passage and answer the question.

Pentheus ATO0W Ye Tde ovumenAeypeOa Eévw,
0C 0UTE MACXWV OUTE DQWV OLYNTETAL

Dionysus @ TAV, T’ €0TLV €0 KATAOTNOAL TADE.

Pentheus TL 00 VTA; DOVAEVOVTA DOVAEIAIC EUAIS;

Euripides, Bacchae, lines 800-803

How does Euripides convey Pentheus’ feelings in these lines? You should make two points, each
supported by close reference to the Greek.

Candidates seemed to find this a difficult question and some looked for escape by offering alliteration of
‘d” in i dpyvTa; douAelovTa douAgialg éuaig; but without providing any convincing development. The
most successful responses discussed the word order in line 1, or the content in line 2. Style points were
not required for this question.

12 © OCR 2024
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Exemplar 2

% Eonpides. Olse.com@ns. Pentheis s, feedomb. sl e ise.0n
i.mm;,z«,h::usmm.m..%a.ﬁog.,....‘.m&;::zm.u.m.;.:..:.:..é oc.;...s;.."’..(a%_.....

Qgi%mkm..?..%.bezia%.a\,slanﬁr..@..m%&}cmﬁ%.za,..m.ques}iggj
PO Pentheans asks ol becom ;n%& AGNvE Fo s
s\eves g, &si%s\%%esh‘on bo¥x oF k;%ku(ahks hesos Pentvheus

CONBY Pnle of O FEGSONGIDE. WA T fRAhre YN AN SO
s Ue’ﬂﬁsm?n‘seo) .

Exemplar 2 shows a creditable attempt to answer the question, using (an ellipsis of) the questions in line

4: 1i dpvTa; doulelovTta douAcialg éuaig; the candidate refers to Pentheus’ surprise and disbelief, which
the king draws attention to by his deliberately ‘silly suggestion’.

13 © OCR 2024
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Question 8*

8* Read the passage and answer the question.

Pentheus
Dionysus

Pentheus
Dionysus
Pentheus
Dionysus
Pentheus
Dionysus
Pentheus
Dionysus
Pentheus

ExdEQeTé poLdev’ OTAQ, 0L d¢ TavoaL Aéywv.

&
BoUAT 0’ €v Opeol ovykanuévac idetv;
LAALOTA, puotov ye doLC XouooL otaOuov.
T €lc QT TOLdE TEMTWKAG HEYQV;
AVLTIOWC VIV eloidoLp’ av eEwvwpévac.
OUws " oIS v MOEwS & 0oL KO,

oad’ o0y, oyn vy vt éAdtang kabrpevog.
AAA” €Exvevoovaty og, kav EA0nc Adloa.
QAN Eudavac: KaAwe yao é&etmag Tade.
AYWUEV OVV 08 KATILXEQNOELS 00Q);

Ay’ WS TAX10TA- TOL XOVoUL d¢ oot hOov®.

Euripides, Bacchae, lines 809-820

Examiners’ report

10

How does Euripides demonstrate Dionysus’ manipulation of Pentheus?

In your answer you may wish to consider:

+  Dionysus’ persuasiveness.
. Pentheus’ growing desire to see the Bacchants.

You must refer to the Greek and discuss Euripides’ use of language.

[8]

There were some excellent answers on the 8-marker. There was plenty to say on this passage and most
candidates delivered well. Pentheus’ willingness to give ‘an enormous amount’ of gold was often
discussed, with good answers including ‘the use of hyperbaton here bookends the clause and
emphasises how much Pentheus wants to see the women’.

In the past, some candidates have discussed ‘stichomythia’ with little reference to the text, or
development of analysis, or relevance to the question asked. Examiners were pleased this year to see
candidates offer examples of stichomythia with some intelligent development and relevance, e.g. quoting
the beginning of lines 9 and 10, aAA™ é€ixveloouaiv, followed by AN’ éugpavag, or lines 11 and 12,
Gywpev olyv, followed by &y’ w¢ TéxioTa with an explanation of how the stichomythia makes Pentheus’

mimicry (GAA’ ... &AM’ and Gywpev ... ay’) of Dionysus’ language successful.

14
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Question 9 (a)
9 Read the passage and answer the questions.

Dionysus YW OTEAW 0€ OWUATWY €0W HOAWV.
Pentheus tiva 0ToANV; 1) ONALY; GAA" aidwg 1’ ExeL.

Euripides, Bacchae, lines 827-828

(@) éyw ... poAwv (line 1): what does Dionysus intend to do?

This question proved to be challenging for some candidates. There was ambiguity as to who intended to
go into the palace (Dionysus) — the ambiguity was reflected in the written responses, as if in hope of
being right either way. Some candidates took their answers from both lines of the passage, rather than
the line asked for, and so did not gain the maximum marks available.

Question 9 (b)
(b) tiva ... u éxed(line 2): why is Pentheus unhappy with Dionysus’ plan?

Some candidates chose to answer with a direct translation in a way which did not always convey clear
comprehension.

15 © OCR 2024
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Question 10*

10" ‘Pentheus is a foolish and arrogant king.’
How far do you agree?

You should support your answer with a range of references to the text you have read, and you
may include passages printed on the question paper. [10]

The 10-mark essay offers candidates the opportunity to deliver their own opinions of the set text. This
was the most challenging question on the paper and the wide range of marks reflected this. As always,
the best answers focused on the specific question and were able to discuss Pentheus as foolish and
arrogant, and as a king, with a broad range of examples from the text. Many could offer discussion of
foolish and arrogant behaviour, though relatively few engaged with the idea of ‘king’ in the question, but
those who did often presented nuanced arguments in favour of Pentheus’ actions.

Some candidates discussed at length why Pentheus was (or was not) foolish and arrogant. At times, this
opinion was unsupported by textual evidence, and candidates are reminded always to support their
comments with reference to the text itself. Some were harsh on Pentheus for acting wilfully against a
god, lacking the balance of the fact that Pentheus did not know who the stranger was. Others exculpated
him outright, lacking the balance provided by evidence from the text of questionably arrogant behaviour.
The most successful responses realised that Pentheus acted either in culpable ignorance (neglecting
many clues and hints given throughout the play) or out of foolishness (being incapable of picking up the
clues). Many candidates also recognised Dionysus’ deliberate tormenting of Pentheus.

Some less successful responses relied excessively on parts of the play not prescribed for study and tried
to give a summary of the end of the play, without this being relevant.

A very few candidates appeared to run out of time, but the majority were able to write at length, with
some essays stretching to several pages in length.

16 © OCR 2024
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Copyright information

Questions 1-9: © Judith Affleck and Clive Letchford, August 2016, OCR Anthology for Classical Greek
GCSE, Bloomsbury Academic, an imprint of Bloomsbury Publishing Plc.
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