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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Paper 5 series overview 

Candidates very much enjoyed engaging with this Euripides text. As last year, there were many excellent 

responses, showing a familiarity with the play and demonstrating detailed understanding of it. The 

Bacchae throws up various challenges and examiners were impressed by the obvious dedication and 

enthusiasm of candidates and their teachers in preparing for this exam. It is pleasing to note that few 

candidates gave answers outside the lines specified in individual questions. As last year, most 

candidates seem to have had enough time, although a very few ran out of time on the essay question. 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• read the questions carefully and responded 
accordingly 

• made reference to the passages, adding style 
or content where required 

• referenced the set text as a whole (for the 10-
mark essay question) 

• quoted Greek and translated into English 
accurately, where required 

• revealed a close familiarity and engagement 
with the text 

• paid attention to the parameters of specific 
passages. 

• misinterpreted the question(s) or did not link 
their responses explicitly to the question asked 

• did not develop or expand their ideas where 
required 

• mistranslated or misunderstood the Greek text 

• were less familiar with the text and did not 
always pay close attention to the questions 
themselves 

• relied on knowledge of the Bacchae story 
outside the restrictions of the set text. 
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Question 1 (a)  

Candidates impressed examiners with their knowledge of the text outside the question paper. Some 

candidates went too far back in the text and said that Pentheus had ordered the stranger to be arrested. 

 

Question 1 (b)  

Candidates gave very full answers here; they were mostly good, but there was some ambiguity as to 

what/who was full of desire. 
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Question 1 (c)  

This question was thoughtfully answered. Most candidates could give a convincing reason (yes or no), 

though a surprising number did not quote Greek. 

 

Question 2 (a)  

ἄρρητ’ caused problems, occasionally being omitted or mistranslated, but there was enough leeway in 

the mark scheme to allow candidates who knew the text to score both marks. 
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Question 2 (b)  

This was a challenging verb, but it was the only indicative and the only 2nd-person verb on the line and a 

good differentiator. Candidates, almost universally, correctly gave ἐκιβδήλευσας, but translations varied 

and some candidates did not translate ‘you’ in context. 

Exemplar 1 

Translating in context requires candidates to give the whole of the meaning, including the person of the 

verb. As Exemplar 1 shows, it is not enough to say ‘have played a trick’, but the full answer requires ‘you 

have played a trick’. 

 

Question 2 (c)  

This was mostly well answered, though a few candidates found this difficult. 
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Question 3  

This was a straightforward translation which resulted in a pleasing number of full marks. That said, even 

for those who scored full marks, the majority produced an inconsequential error (no marks are lost for a 

single inconsequential error), the most common being ‘ceremonies’ for τὰ δ᾽ ἱερὰ. There were also 

problems with τὰ πολλά (variously translated as ‘usually’, ‘normally’, ‘the majority’, ‘many’, ‘most’). 
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Question 4  

This was very well answered. 
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Question 5  

The 4-marker with translation requires at least one style point. Examiners are still seeing examples of 

candidates quoting Greek but no English, or English but no Greek. Centres should remind candidates 

that abbreviations such as ‘E creates tension by making P angry at D…’ are simply not acceptable. 

Some candidates chose ellipsis for the long last line of οὐκ ... εἶ and then got lost. It might sound 

effective to talk of a listing/tricolon of negatives, but on their own these words read as ‘not… not… not…’ 

and candidates need to offer more. 

However, there was plenty of style on offer: an imperative, word order, repetition, a comparative. There 

were good references to the imperative λάζυσθε, and some very nice commentary on the tension 

created by the dramatic irony of the comparative κυριώτερος. 
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Question 5 tip for the 4-marker 

Candidates who quoted large chunks of Greek, or who quoted using ellipsis, sometimes lost a mark 
because their English translation did not match the Greek quotation. Examiners look to make sure that 
candidates have a clear understanding of the Greek they have quoted. 

 

Question 6  

Some candidates struggled with this question or became tied up in knots. Often they understood the 

meaning of the line quoted, or else knew the meaning of Pentheus’ name, but not always both.  
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Question 7  

Candidates seemed to find this a difficult question and some looked for escape by offering alliteration of 

‘d’ in τί δρῶντα; δουλεύοντα δουλείαις ἐμαῖς; but without providing any convincing development. The 

most successful responses discussed the word order in line 1, or the content in line 2. Style points were 

not required for this question. 
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Exemplar 2 

Exemplar 2 shows a creditable attempt to answer the question, using (an ellipsis of) the questions in line 

4: τί δρῶντα; δουλεύοντα δουλείαις ἐμαῖς; the candidate refers to Pentheus’ surprise and disbelief, which 

the king draws attention to by his deliberately ‘silly suggestion’. 
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Question 8*  

There were some excellent answers on the 8-marker. There was plenty to say on this passage and most 

candidates delivered well. Pentheus’ willingness to give ‘an enormous amount’ of gold was often 

discussed, with good answers including ‘the use of hyperbaton here bookends the clause and 

emphasises how much Pentheus wants to see the women’.  

In the past, some candidates have discussed ‘stichomythia’ with little reference to the text, or 

development of analysis, or relevance to the question asked. Examiners were pleased this year to see 

candidates offer examples of stichomythia with some intelligent development and relevance, e.g. quoting 

the beginning of lines 9 and 10, ἀλλ᾽ ἐξιχνεύσουσίν, followed by ἀλλ᾽ ἐμφανῶς, or lines 11 and 12, 

ἄγωμεν οὖν, followed by ἄγ᾽ ὡς τάχιστα with an explanation of how the stichomythia makes Pentheus’ 

mimicry (ἀλλ᾽ … ἀλλ᾽ and ἄγωμεν … ἄγ᾽) of Dionysus’ language successful. 
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Question 9 (a)  

This question proved to be challenging for some candidates. There was ambiguity as to who intended to 

go into the palace (Dionysus) – the ambiguity was reflected in the written responses, as if in hope of 

being right either way. Some candidates took their answers from both lines of the passage, rather than 

the line asked for, and so did not gain the maximum marks available. 

 

Question 9 (b)  

Some candidates chose to answer with a direct translation in a way which did not always convey clear 

comprehension. 
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Question 10*  

The 10-mark essay offers candidates the opportunity to deliver their own opinions of the set text. This 

was the most challenging question on the paper and the wide range of marks reflected this. As always, 

the best answers focused on the specific question and were able to discuss Pentheus as foolish and 

arrogant, and as a king, with a broad range of examples from the text. Many could offer discussion of 

foolish and arrogant behaviour, though relatively few engaged with the idea of ‘king’ in the question, but 

those who did often presented nuanced arguments in favour of Pentheus’ actions. 

Some candidates discussed at length why Pentheus was (or was not) foolish and arrogant. At times, this 

opinion was unsupported by textual evidence, and candidates are reminded always to support their 

comments with reference to the text itself. Some were harsh on Pentheus for acting wilfully against a 

god, lacking the balance of the fact that Pentheus did not know who the stranger was. Others exculpated 

him outright, lacking the balance provided by evidence from the text of questionably arrogant behaviour. 

The most successful responses realised that Pentheus acted either in culpable ignorance (neglecting 

many clues and hints given throughout the play) or out of foolishness (being incapable of picking up the 

clues). Many candidates also recognised Dionysus’ deliberate tormenting of Pentheus. 

Some less successful responses relied excessively on parts of the play not prescribed for study and tried 

to give a summary of the end of the play, without this being relevant. 

A very few candidates appeared to run out of time, but the majority were able to write at length, with 

some essays stretching to several pages in length. 
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Copyright information 

Questions 1-9: © Judith Affleck and Clive Letchford, August 2016, OCR Anthology for Classical Greek 

GCSE, Bloomsbury Academic, an imprint of Bloomsbury Publishing Plc. 
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