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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper 4 series overview

The examiners thought this paper offered the opportunity to show their knowledge and candidates did
not disappoint. Overall, the standard was high, and candidates knew their text well. The paper contained
several uncomplicated questions, enabling all candidates to score marks. The adventures of Odysseus
often spark the imagination of candidates and, although the domestic setting of Book 7 deterred one or
two, the majority revealed an enthusiasm and interest in what they had studied. Great credit must go to
the candidates and their teachers for their dedication, often in difficult circumstances, to the wonderful
study of Greek literature. Few candidates gave answers outside the lines specified in individual
questions, which is pleasing to note. As last year, most candidates seem to have had enough time,
although a very few ran out of time in the essay question.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

e read the questions carefully and responded e misinterpreted the question(s) or did not link
accordingly their responses explicitly to the question asked

¢ made reference to the passages, adding style | ¢ did not develop or expand their ideas where
or content where required required

o referenced the set text as a whole (for the 10- | ¢ mistranslated or misunderstood the Greek text

mark essay question) e discussed seemingly prepared essays on

e quoted Greek and translated into English nostos, xenia or Odysseus as an epic hero

accurately, where required ¢ were less familiar with the text and did not

e revealed a close familiarity and engagement always pay close attention to the questions
with the text. themselves.
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Question 1 (a)

1 Read the passage and answer the questions.

avtag emet ometoav T Emov 0” 6oov f0eAe Ovuog,
oLy O” AAKIVOOC AYOQNOATO KAXL METEELTTE"
"kékAvte, Danjkwyv YNTOQEC 1)0¢ pHEdOVTES,

O’ elmw ta pe Ovpoc evi ombeoot keAever”

Homer, Odyssey 7, lines 184—-187

(a) avtap ... Ovpoc (line 1): what do the Phaeacian leaders do before Alcinous speaks?

..................................................................................................................................................... [2]

Candidates answered this question well.

Question 1 (b)

(b) wéxAvte ... keAevel (lines 3—4): how does Alcinous try to gain the attention of the Phaeacian
leaders? Refer to the Greek in your answer.
..................................................................................................................................................... [2]

Candidates gave good answers to this question. A common error, however, was not including a Greek
guotation (and corresponding English translation).
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Question 2 (a)

2 Read the passage and answer the questions.

el 0¢ ic abavatwv ve kat ovEavov giAnjAovley,

AAAO TL O1) TOY” Emterta D0l TTEQLUNXAVOWVTAL.

alel Yoo o maog ye Beol patvovial EvaQyeig

MUY, €0T" €0dWHEV dyarAeTag ékatoupac,

datvuvtal te ma” Appt kaOnpevor EvOa mep petc.” 5

Homer, Odyssey 7, lines 199-203

(a) cidé c ... etAnjAovOev (line 1): what does Alcinous suggest?

Candidates answered this question well.

Question 2 (b)

(b) atetyao ... queic (lines 3-5): what do we learn about the Phaeacians’ previous experience of the
gods?

Most candidates were able to find three correct points out of the four on offer to achieve full marks.
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Question 3 (a)

3 Read the passage and answer the questions.

‘kai O EtLev kat paAdov Eyw kaka pvbnoaiuny,

Oooa ye on Evumavia Bewv IOTNTL pOYNoQ.

AAA” €pé pev dopmnoat EdoaTe KNOOUEVOV TLEQ:

OV YAQ TL OTUYEQN ETIL YAXOTEQL KUVTEQOV XAAO

EnAeto, N U éxéAevoev €0 pvroaobatl dvaykn 5
Kol LdAa tetgopevov kai evi gpoeot éviog £xova,

W Kal eyw mévoc pev €xw goeoty, 1] d0¢ paA” alet

o0 épevat KEAeTAL KAL TUVEUEY, €K DE HE TTAVTWV

AnOaver 6oo” Enabov, kai evimAnoaolat avwyet.”

Homer, Odyssey 7, lines 213-221

(@) xaid &t ... poynoa (lines 1-2): what do you think Odysseus wants his audience to feel towards
him on hearing these words? Give a reason for your answer.

Sympathy or pity were the universally popular responses. The second mark proved more elusive, with
examiners wanting reference to the number of struggles Odysseus had faced at the whim of the gods.
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Question 3 (b)

(b) oV yao tu... mvéuev (lines 4-8): how does Odysseus emphasise the power which the stomach
has? You should make two points, each supported by close reference to the Greek.

Many candidates chose to give stylistic analysis in addition to content (although a style point is not
required for this question). Some thought that quoting and translating the whole of o0 yap 11 oTuyepi £TTi
yaaTépl KOvtepov AAo EtTAeTo ‘for there is nothing else more base than the wretched stomach’, without
adding comment, was enough to show the power of the stomach. However, candidates are advised to
develop their responses beyond simply giving a quotation and a translation. Others chose the
personification of the stomach through ‘command’ words and this was well handled. A few candidates
referenced lines beyond the specifics of the question, and were given no marks for this.

Question 3 (b) tip for the 4-marker

Candidates who quoted extensively, or who quoted using ellipsis, sometimes lost a mark because their
English translation did not match the Greek quotation. Examiners look to make sure that candidates
have a clear understanding of the Greek they have quoted.

Question 3 (¢)

(c) éxdé pe ... émabov (lines 8-9): other than eat and drink, what does Odysseus’ stomach make
him do?

Candidates answered this question well.
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Question 4

4 Read the passage and answer the question.

ToloLv O AQNTn AevKkwAevog dpxeto nLbwv-
Eyvw yao Gagog te XItwva e elpat’ idovoa
KOAQ, T Q" 0T TEVEE ULV APPLTTIOAOLOL YUVLEL

Kot pv paovnoao” Emea MTEQOEVTA TEOOT|LIAL.
Homer, Odyssey 7, lines 233-236

Translate this passage into English.

This was a straightforward translation passage, which caused few problems for the majority of
candidates, other than the occasional omission of auT in line 3 or of ewvrioaac’ in line 4 (perhaps
because of its similarity in meaning to TTpoonuda).
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Question 5 (a)

5 Read the passage and answer the questions.

‘DerATr) O€ pe VUKTL peAaivn
vijoov £¢ Qyvyinv méAaoav Oeol, EvBa KaAvpw

o

valer é0mAoKkapog, dewvr) Oeog, 1) pe Aapovoa

EVOUKEWC edideL Te Kal EToedev 1)dE Edaoke

Onoewv abavatov kat doynoaov fuata mavia.” 5
Translation:

‘On the tenth black night the gods brought me to the

island of Ogygia, where lovely-haired Calypso lives, a

terrible goddess, who took me in, loved and nourished

me considerately, and who kept saying she would make

me immortal and ageless for all time.’

Homer, Odyssey 7, lines 253-257

(a) How does Homer emphasise Calypso’s beauty and seductive nature? You should make two
points, each supported by close reference to the Greek.

The 4-mark question with translation does require a style point. Examiners allowed discussion of either
beauty, or seductive nature, or both, in candidates’ responses. Most candidates did a good job of
developing reference to the epithet éUmAdkapog rather than just quoting it and translating it. Some
candidates quoted and translated the phrase vaiel €TAdkauog incorrectly as ‘lovely-haired’. Some
excellent responses used the pairing of é0rAdkapog deiviy well (the seductive thrill of a dangerous and
beautiful woman). Many enjoyed referencing the number of good things Calypso repeatedly did for
Odysseus, with good understanding of the iterative force of the imperfect tense.

Epithets often abound in Homeric texts studied at GCSE. As such, a simple translation of an epithet
without development is often not sufficient either as a style or a content point, and examiners hope a
response will be able to explain how an epithet answers a particular question asked.
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Exemplar 1

e ORBIKEOR - R EGLRRN L. . e PhySicad o w%m%\g@acm

e O AN epidNd L ol m hadted.. CauL«d\P&b\\)fplm(\%m .
an \nregroh
o AOPNARNS  oa - foott FODA L LDOVE . ah.. ocTEBTS Ok of. Dl S cher

Exemplar 1 shows a response that has given a correct quote and translation, and then has developed
the epithet by discussion of the beauty of Calypso. This response scored well for its content rather than
as a style point.

Exemplar 2

1oty ek kit of 'LiTActpef | [ lovedy=haired).
aphating. (Mg fiols. beattly. He 15 hightiohting
e patticidonly  heantifted. . (eabart. . Shih.. Htakes,
A Seduckive | imont  of.. (g fa0 o

Exemplar 2 again shows a good content point response to the question and offers a nice example of
how to deal with an epithet. The candidate does not expect a translation of the epithet ‘lovely-haired’ to
be enough to answer the question, but they work to explain how the description helps to establish an
image of Calypso.

Question 5 (b)

(b) In the line which follows this passage, what does Odysseus say about his reaction to Calypso’s
charms?

Candidates impressed examiners with their knowledge of the text outside the question paper.
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Question 6 (a) (i)
6 Read the passage and answer the questions.
AAA” Gte 1) 0Yd0OV pot érumAdpevov €tog NADe,
Kal tote On Y’ ekéAevoev émotpuvovoa véeobat
Znvog VT dyyeAing, 1) kat vOog €ToameT” avTng.
miéume O émi oxedINg MOAVDETOV, TTOAAX O’ €dwKE,
ottov kai pEbuv NdY, kat appoota elipata €00y, 5
0VQOV D& MQOENKEV ATNHOVA TE ALXQOV TE.

Homer, Odyssey 7, lines 261-266
(@) AAAX’ Ote ... avTnc (lines 1-3):

(i) when did Calypso tell Odysseus to leave?

..................................................................................................................................................... [1]
This was a straightforward question.
Question 6 (a) (ii)
(ii) what two possible reasons does Odysseus suggest for Calypso wanting him to do this?
] iSSP S i e e
D A O R T SR SRS
[2]

Candidates responded well to this question.
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Question 6 (b) (i)
(b) méume ... Atxov te (lines 4-6):

(i) pick out and translate the Greek adjective which describes the wine which Calypso gave him.

Greek word:

English translation:

[2]
Candidates responded well, although a few chose pébu rather than 0.
Question 6 (b) (ii)
(ii) other than offering him wine and food, state two ways in which Calypso helped Odysseus.
OO
2 sinmnrass R T S S S S
[2]

Candidates were able to score highly this question, provided they included the adjectives to describe the
help Calypso offered Odysseus.
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Question 7*

7" Read the passage and answer the question.

EvOa e p’ éxPaivovta Bujoato ko’ Emti xégoov,

TLETONC TOOC HEYAANOL PAAOV KAl ATEQTEL XWOW:

AAN GvaxaooApuEeVoS VIYXOV Ty, Nog énmnABov

£C TTOTAOV, TT) O1] HOL €€l0ATO XWOOS AQLOTOG,

AE10C TTETRAWY, KAL €T OKETAG TV AVEUOL0. 5
¢k 0" Emeoov Buunyeoéwyv, emL 0 aupooain vol

NALEO”. éyw 0" amavevOe dumeTéog MOTANOLO

éxpac év Oapvolot katédpaov, dudt 8¢ GuAAx

Npvodpunv- Omtvov d& 0e0g kAT ATElQOVA XEVEV.

EvBa pév év GpUAAOOL, GIAOV TETINUEVOS TTOQ 10
£0DOV TTAVVUXI0G Kl €70 1)@ KAl LECOV UAQ.

Homer, Odyssey 7, lines 278-288
How does Homer encourage respect and sympathy for Odysseus in this passage?
In your answer you may wish to consider:

«  Odysseus’ resourcefulness in facing challenges.
+ the effect these challenges had on him.

You must refer to the Greek and discuss Homer’s use of language. [8]

There was plenty to say about this passage and candidates who knew what they were dealing with
generally performed well. There were enough easy style points (e.g. superlative, tricolon of time
expressions) for most, and the best candidates enjoyed discussing the more complex chiasmus in line 2
or the hapax legomenon of Buunyepéwv in line 6.

Candidates are reminded always to keep the question in mind — many candidates responded well to the
‘respect’ element of the question by intelligently discussing Odysseus’ resourcefulness as displayed in
the passage. Less successful responses did not include a Greek quotation or English translation, or tried
to unearth sympathy for the hero by the repetition of vowel sounds in a line. Thus, an unconvincing
argument might run: ‘the alliteration of a in GAA" dvaxacoduevog strongly illustrates the danger of the
challenges set ahead for Odysseus.’

Candidates are encouraged to explore their style points: saying something along the lines of ‘this
enjambement adds emphasis’ is unlikely to score highly without an explanation of what the enjambement
is emphasising and, in particular, how the emphasis is achieved.

14 © OCR 2024
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Exemplar 3

| Homad M B fﬁi@.égzz.......qﬁ... time. . mveplyf

ny Jm;f L Myf;aegfi....r..(,.e..e,e ..... War: ..
____________________ ﬂefrrcv&m Jffejwr ol bothe Fhe.......
.................. Sc/zfgmww ot of . tlaop.. ik
i TR CGCI.... R plRL. ... .. Oyl R
.................. $ze/t~7 Odyff&gftﬁ'ﬂtﬂdwm@oﬂf
.................. fm,o/wfﬁmmrew@rud@

.................. Ledd......sympadhabic... Lrasal. Cdysseus. ...

Exemplar 3 gives a well combined style and content point. The candidate quotes and translates the
Greek and adds commentary. The candidate does not merely offer style as an answer to the question:
they develop the style point (tricolon) to show how this creates sympathy for Odysseus.

Question 8*

8* ‘A masterpiece of storytelling.” To what extent do you agree with this view of the section of
Odyssey Book 7 you have read?

You should support your answer with a range of references to the text you have read, and you
may include passages printed on the question paper. [10]

The 10-mark essay offers candidates the opportunity to discuss their own opinions of the set text. This
was the most challenging question on the paper and the wide range of marks reflected this. As always,
the most successful responses focused on the specific question set and were able to discuss the idea of
storytelling with a broad range of examples from the text. Some excellent responses to this question
discussed the dramatic scenes (especially the storms), Homer’s characterisation (with some excellent
portrayals of Arete), or the creation of drama and tension (by what Odysseus does or doesn’t say).
Equally convincing were arguments (with examples) that parts of the text are repetitive or uninspiring
and the character of Odysseus might not be likeable. However, some candidates struggled with the
development required in this essay. Examiners look for comments beyond an epithet making the poem a
masterpiece: while a selection of epithets might develop a response, candidates are encouraged to draw
fuller examples elsewhere. Some responses discussed the importance of xenia or nostos, but again
these were rarely developed or made relevant to the essay title. Examiners felt that some candidates
were rewriting essays from the classroom, without making them relevant to the specific question asked.
A very few candidates appeared to run out of time, but the majority were able to write at length, with
some essays stretching to several pages in length.
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Copyright information

Questions 1-7: © Clive Letchford, Judith Affleck, OCR Anthology for Classical Greek GCSE, 2016,
Bloomsbury Academic, an imprint of Bloomsbury Publishing PLC. Reproduced by permission of
Bloomsbury Publishing PLC.
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