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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Paper 11 series overview 

J199/11 (Myth and Religion) is one of two Thematic Studies for GCSE Classical Civilisation. To do well 

on this paper, candidates need to show knowledge and understanding of Greek and Roman religious 

practices and associated mythological stories. To demonstrate their knowledge and understanding, 

candidates are provided with a number of prescribed and non-prescribed contemporary literary sources 

and material culture from which to base their responses. 

It was clear that centres had prepared their candidates extremely well and that candidates are getting 

better every year at analysing and referring to the sources. This was noticeable on the 8 mark questions 

and in Section C, where fewer candidates wrote responses that didn’t make specific references to the 

sources.  

The feedback below on individual questions should help centres, but a general point was that candidates 

clearly found the Aeneas questions the trickiest on the paper. While Heracles and Theseus were dealt 

with very well, this was less so for Aeneas. This may be because the Livy is less accessible for some 

than the Theseus kylix or the Heracles metopes, but it is worth centres emphasising the key factual 

content of the Aeneas episode.  

 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• had good knowledge of the factual content 
within the specification  

• were able to recognise visual and literary 
source material 

• considered both sides of the argument in the 8 
mark questions 

• made specific references to the source 
material in Section C 

• made evaluative comments throughout their 
essay 

• selected appropriate factual content for their 
essay. 

• knew less factual content especially on the 
Rome section 

• sometimes didn’t recognise the visual and 
literary sources 

• didn’t make specific references to sources in 8 
mark questions and in Section C 

• wrote everything they knew about a topic in 
the essay rather than select appropriate 
content 

• saved their evaluation in the essay for a brief 
sentence at end of paragraph or a conclusion. 
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Section A overview 

In general, the Greece section was done extremely well and the questions on Theseus and Heracles 

gave candidates a chance to show off some excellent knowledge and evaluation. The plan of the temple 

proved trickier for many candidates and it’s worth highlighting the differences between the Parthenon 

and the Temple of Zeus on these plans.  

It's also worth practising looking at the different representations of the gods and getting students to 

identify them. The Poseidon question was well done but some candidates used evidence that wasn’t 

unique to Poseidon for identifying him – many of the Greek gods were depicted with beards for instance.  

 

Question 1 (a)  

The vast majority of responses correctly identified his trident here. 

 

Question 1 (b)  

A significant minority of responses gave answers like ships/sailors.  

 

Question 1 (c)  

There were lots of very good answers here.  
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Question 2  

Virtually every candidate got this correct. 

 

Question 3 (a)  

Virtually every candidate knew Athena’s gift. Some candidates didn’t specify that it was a salt water 

spring and therefore did not gain the mark as a result.  

 

Question 3 (b)  

This was done very well.  

 

Question 4 (a)  

Almost every candidate got this correct. 
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Question 4 (b)  

There were lots of good responses here and lots of candidates clearly knew the story of Theseus very 

well. However, a number gave two quotations from the passage: it’s important to remember that factual 

questions phrased like this one will not be looking for comprehension answers from the passage.  

 

Question 4 (c)  

Most candidates knew the details of the story and did well here.  

 

Question 5 (a)  

A number of candidates misidentified this temple as the Parthenon or Temple of Apollo at Bassae.  
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Question 5 (b)  

Candidates generally knew where the respective temple was. Candidates were not penalised for 

consequential errors here.  

 

Question 6 

Candidates that lost marks here gave details that weren’t shown on the plan. These included things like 

pediments, metopes, the altar etc. Some knew lots of technical terminology, but answers were 

acceptable without this.  

 

Question 7 (a)  

Candidates were not penalised for consequential errors here. ‘Chariot race’ was too vague. Some 

thought that the Amazonomachy was on the Temple of Zeus.  
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Question 7 (b)  

A number of responses were too vague here – it wasn’t enough to say that Heracles was a Greek hero 

or killed monsters.  

 

Question 8  

The Heracles question here was generally really well done and candidates dealt well with the idea of 

different aspects of his heroic status. Source D gave opportunities to discuss his labours, his killing of his 

family or the fact that he was a demi-god. Many candidates recognised the Amazons, but some 

misidentified this as the Mares of Diomedes or the Centauromachy. Some candidates used the visual 

source to discuss his lionskin and his heroism in tackling the Nemean Lion. This was absolutely 

acceptable.  

There was a wide range of excellent knowledge from beyond the sources. There is no need for 

candidates to write ‘from my own knowledge’ especially if they are pressed for time. Only a few 

candidates mentioned Cacus which couldn’t be credited as per the question. There were lots of 

candidates who made good counterarguments about how Heracles didn’t deserve his heroic status. 

Some candidates confused Heracles with Theseus which was unfortunate.  
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Section B overview 

The Rome section wasn’t as well done as the Greece section and the Aeneas questions proved 

especially tricky for some. Knowledge of this topic seemed weaker, and it was clear that some 

candidates were confused by other episodes from the Aeneid – knowledge of Dido isn’t necessary for 

this paper. Simplifying the literary sources and picking out the key factual knowledge contained within 

them might be beneficial especially for lower performing candidates who can find the literary sources 

harder to access.  

Some candidates were also confused by the location of buildings within Rome. The geography of ancient 

Rome can be tricky, so it might be worth highlighting the Campus Martius, Forum Boarium and the main 

forum and showing where these were and what they contained.  

 

Question 9 (a)  

Most candidates knew this – the most common incorrect response was Rome. 

 

Question 9 (b)  

Although many candidates struggled, there were lots of correct responses here with some using the term 

Penates – this was not necessary to get the mark. 
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Question 9 (c)  

This question enabled stronger candidates who knew the Aeneas story well to excel. However, it proved 

a challenging question for some.  

Assessment for learning 

 

It might be worth summarising the key factual content of the Livy so that candidates know the 

details of the Aeneas story. 

 

Question 10 (a)  

Lots of candidates knew this but again, this was tricky for many.  

 

Question 10 (b)  

Lots of candidates got this correct but there were a number of incorrect responses – it is worth 

candidates remembering that this is the Roman section and that Greek cities (Athens) will definitely be 

incorrect.  
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Question 11 (a)  

This was extremely well done. 

 

Question 11 (b)  

Most candidates knew this was on Campus Martius and could then provide a second point either about 

location or giving more detail on Campus Martius. 

 

Question 11 (c)  

Many candidates clearly knew the Ara Pacis extremely well. However, lower performing candidates 

sometimes just seemed to be naming three gods.  

 

Question 12 (a)  

There were lots of possible responses here and candidates generally answered this well. ‘The animal 

was killed’ was felt to be too vague and precise detail was needed.  
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Question 12 (b)  

This was generally answered very well.  

 

Question 13 (a)  

Lots of candidates knew ‘Pontifex Maximus’ but a number just wrote ‘pontifex’ which wasn’t enough.  

 

Question 13 (b)  

There were lots of good responses here but ‘virgin’ (or synonyms for this) wasn’t accepted given the 

question uses the term Vestal Virgin. 

 

Question 14 (a)  

There were a number of candidates who confused the Forum with the Forum Boarium and lower 

performing candidates struggled with the precision needed for this. It’s worth emphasising that the 

House of the Vestals is different to the Temple of Vesta.  
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Question 14 (b)  

A number of candidates clearly knew what the flame represented but this isn’t what the question asked. 

Candidates needed to refer to the location and simply explaining what would happen if the flame went 

out therefore wasn’t enough.  

 

Question 15  

Many candidates dealt well with both the sources and used both of them to make arguments for the 

statement. There was some confusion between the statue in Source I and the Prima Porta (Mars is not 

wearing a toga here) but candidates were good on what creating a statue of him shows and how he is 

portrayed in the statue. The literary text gave opportunities for candidates to state the importance of his 

role in the Romulus and Remus story.  

Candidates often then discussed the Campus Martius being named after him and the placement of 

important buildings here. The Pantheon was often used as a counterargument to show that he wasn’t the 

most important god or there was sometimes discussion of individual gods and their importance to the 

Romans.  
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Section C overview 

This section was tackled better this year. The story of Hades and Persephone seemed more accessible 

for candidates and more candidates were able to make specific references to the sources. However, 

making a general statement and then saying ‘as shown in Source K’ isn’t enough here – it is much better 

to make a direct quotation from the written text.  

 

Question 16  

This was tackled well by many candidates. Candidates scored AO2 marks for saying what role Hermes 

and Hades performed and then could make reference to the sources. The second AO2 mark on each 

point often came from a development of their first point.  

Exemplar 1 is a response that scored full marks. The first point quotes from Source K and the second 

point makes a reference to the abduction shown on Source L – this obtains 2 AO1 marks. Then ‘king of 

the Underworld’ and ‘pray to him…eternity in peace’ gain 2 AO2 marks for first point and ‘travel between 

Earth and Underworld’ and ‘pray…for safety during travelling’ gain 2 AO2 marks for second point.  
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Exemplar 1 
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Question 17  

Candidates were very good on the explanation for the seasons and a number scored 3 marks with a 

good point here. Some then found it trickier to make a second point but often scored an AO1 mark for a 

reference to the second source. There were some good responses on the links to marriage, the sense of 

loss or the power of the gods.  

Exemplar 2 shows a response that gains full marks. Again, the two references to the sources are easily 

identifiable. The first point on the importance of sacrifice was acceptable. The second AO2 mark was 

given for the final sentence. The second point gains 2 marks for ‘shows relationship between gods’ and 

the development with ‘anthropomorphic’. 

Exemplar 2 
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Question 18  

Most candidates knew what the question was asking, but lower performing candidates sometimes did 

not pick up marks as they did not refer directly to the source or were not specific enough in their 

response. Candidates needed to show that it was the starvation of humans that was bringing an end to 

sacrifices.  

 

Question 19  

Candidates often displayed good knowledge of the key aspects of funeral processions as well as other 

parts of the funeral. Some candidates included detail from Mycenaean burial mounds which could not be 

credited. The best responses made direct comparisons between Greek and Roman funerals rather than 

just giving detail on an aspect of the funeral and then a sentence saying whether this showed wealth or 

not.  
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Question 20  

Candidates dealt well with this question and most deemed that the city represented the government of 

Athens or Rome whereas the people referred to individuals. Most candidates were able to give good 

factual knowledge on the different festivals. Weaker responses tended to write more generally and then 

make a comment for each festival on whether it was more important for the city or for the people. 

Stronger responses selected specific elements of festivals and then analysed what these were more 

important for. There was good evaluation on that the Roman festivals were smaller scale than the Greek 

ones and also that the festivals for the dead were more private.  

Exemplar 3 is a good example of an essay that looks at specific aspects of a festival. Although this only 

shows the paragraph on the Dionysia, the essay dealt similarly with the other festivals and achieved full 

marks.  
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Exemplar 3 
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