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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

The reports will also explain aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether 

through a lack of knowledge, poor examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable 

reason. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Paper 1 series overview 

This ‘objective test’ paper is designed to assess candidate’s knowledge and understanding across the 

whole of the specification content, and to gauge their ability to apply that knowledge and understanding 

to unfamiliar contexts.  

While the paper’s demand was similar to that of last year, the mean mark was higher than in 2023 

suggesting that candidates were more knowledgeable. Candidates were slightly favoured this year 

because several questions related to issues that had been ‘in the news’ at the time of the exam.  

There were also fewer candidates scoring 12 marks. This indicates that levels of motivation were higher 

than in the past. This is a significant mark threshold as it represents the average total mark likely to be 

reached by candidates if they selected options for their responses randomly.  

 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• had a good knowledge and understanding of 
the specification content 

• were able to apply their knowledge and 
understanding to unfamiliar citizenship 
contexts 

• read questions carefully noting any points 
highlighted in bold 

• analysed source materials with care 

• took time to consider the available options and 
excluded any unlikely options by annotating 
their question paper 

• clearly identified their choice of option using 
capital letters and, where they changed their 
mind, wrote their new response separately in 
an adjacent blank space. 

• had insufficient knowledge and understanding 
of the specification content 

• spent too little time analysing the source 
material 

• spent too little time reading and understanding 
the questions and options 

• were insufficiently precise when identifying 
their choice of option making it difficult for 
examiner to decide what had been intended.  
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Section A overview 

This section assessed candidates’ knowledge and understanding of rights, the law and the legal system.  

Candidates’ responses were a little better than expected on issues to do with human rights and the law 

but slightly less positive on the legal system. 

 

Question 1  

An overwhelming majority stated correctly that human rights are ‘important entitlements that apply to 

everyone.’ Those who chose incorrectly tended to select option C. 
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Question 2  

This question proved more challenging with many choosing the correct option (B). Many thought 

incorrectly that the Magna Carta offered protection against ‘false imprisonment’.   
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Question 3  

Less than half chose the correct option (D). Many thought, incorrectly, that the police are responsible for 

upholding the 2010 Equality Act. In fact, those who feel they have been discriminated against must take 

action through the civil courts.  

Misconception 

 

The provisions of the Equality Act are managed through civil law rather than criminal law. So, 

enforcement of the Act is not a police responsibility.  
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Question 4  

When candidates sat this paper, strikes and protests were very much in ‘the news’. It’s understandable 

that many felt the prevention of such actions was a main purpose of the law in a democracy. Many 

candidates rejected this idea by selecting option C as the correct response. In a democracy, the main 

purpose of law is to ‘protect right and freedoms’ and ‘resolve conflicts’. 
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Question 5  

Most candidates chose option C to state correctly that ‘Parliament decides whether to approve new laws’ 

and that Supreme Court judges to not propose ‘most laws’. A substantial minority did not fully 

understand the role of judges in this context.  
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Question 6  

Candidates performed very well on this question with almost all choosing at least one ‘important’ 

principle from the list. Option A was the most popular choice, followed by F. Over half chose both correct 

options. 
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Question 7  

An overwhelming majority of candidates were able to identify at least one difference between a youth 

court and an adult court. Most chose either options C or H, but many were unaware that parents or 

carers can contribute to discussions in a youth court (option G). Many thought, incorrectly, that parents 

or carers can be fined by a youth court ‘if they have failed in their duties’. Some candidates chose all 

three correct options. 

 

Question 8  

Candidates showed a good knowledge of civil law with two out of three choosing the correct response 

(B). Many thought, incorrectly, that ‘Citizens Advice’ have responsibility for taking a civil case to court. 
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Question 9  

This proved a challenging question for many candidates who thought, incorrectly, that traffic offences 

were a matter for the civil courts. The correct answer (B) was identified by some candidates. 

 

Question 10  

Most candidates knew that lay magistrates must be aged 18 or over but fewer realised that lay 

magistrates must also be prepared to take part in training. A substantial minority thought that only people 

already employed or in education could volunteer.  

Few candidates were given two marks, but many achieved one mark. 
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Question 11 (a)  

There was a good response to this question on young people’s rights if arrested. Almost all candidates 

were able to identify one of these rights. Option F (support from an appropriate adult) was the most 

popular choice but fewer candidates knew that legal advice was also an entitlement (option C). 
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Question 11 (b)  

Many candidates were uncertain about young people’s rights when being questioned by the police. Most 

knew that answers would be recorded but many thought, incorrectly that young people must tell the 

police everything they know. 40% of candidates correctly chose option D. 

 

Question 11 (c)  

Almost all candidates knew that young people under 18 would be likely to have their case heard in a 

youth court. 
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Section B overview 

This section assessed candidates’ knowledge and understanding of government and politics, including 

the economy and the media.  

Most candidates performed well on this section. On most questions significantly over half of the 

responses were correct. However, there was evident uncertainty about the two questions on the 

economy. This should be a focus for centres next year. 

Many candidates were also unclear about the civil service’s role and importance. 

 

Question 12  

This question focused on one of the key democratic values, so it was pleasing that most chose option A 

as the correct response. Some confused the ‘rule of law’ with ‘equal opportunity’ and so incorrectly 

chose option B.  
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Question 13  

Just under half of candidates understood the reasons why so few referendums have been held in the UK 

(option B). Many understood that referendums have been used to decide important constitutional matters 

and that such decisions are not made very often. Fewer realised the relevance of the point about 

representative democracy made in statement P. Very few candidates were distracted by statement Q 

which claimed that people avoid voting in national referendums. 
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Question 14  

Over half of candidates understood that, in a UK parliamentary election, citizens aged 18 or over select 

constituency representatives. A significant minority thought, incorrectly, that electors vote to select a 

prime minister. 

Misconception 

 

The prime minister is not selected by the electorate. General elections help citizens to elect 

Members of Parliament. It is the leader of the majority party who normally becomes prime 

minister. 
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Question 15  

Many candidates understood the Leader of the Opposition’s role by selecting statements P and Q as 

correct. A significant minority were somewhat optimistic in supposing that the Leader of the Opposition 

‘works with the prime minister to run the country exclusively’. 

 

Question 16  

This question proved challenging with most candidates overlooking the correct option (B). D was a 

popular choice, perhaps because the concept of a ‘wasted vote’ is a feature of any discussion of 

proportional representation.  
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Question 17 (a)  

Over half of candidates understood that parliamentary sovereignty was the constitutional principle at 

stake in this 2019 example of a prime minister attempting to exceed his powers.  
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Question 17 (b)  

This question continued the theme of ‘suspending’ parliament by asking for a valid justification. Although 

this was a challenging question, many responses were correct (A). However, a significant minority of 

candidates assumed that a prime minister is able to suspend parliament as long as his or her party is the 

largest in the House of Commons.  

 

Question 18  

Just under half of responses were correct (option D) demonstrating that most candidates were unclear 

about the relationship between levels of taxation and other aspects of the economy. A significant 

minority chose option B, believing, incorrectly, that tax cuts would offer scope for increasing welfare and 

renewing public assets.  
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Question 19  

This second of two questions on the economy proved even more challenging with only some candidates 

choosing option B to claim a mark. While most agreed that social care costs take the largest share of 

local and national government spending, many also agreed with the incorrect second statement that only 

a ‘small proportion’ of public money is spent on overseas aid, refugees and asylum seekers’. This is a 

common misconception that centres should address. 

Misconception 

 

Many candidates are unclear about the proportion of public spending allocated to overseas 

aid, refugees and asylum seekers, believing it to be much higher than it is. Given the 

sensitivities involved, it is important for centres to address this misconception.  
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Question 20  

Many candidates understood the concept of devolution and were able to identify at least one strong 

argument for more. A significant number chose both correct options (B and C). 

 

Question 21  

This proved to be challenging question with many candidates answering correctly by choosing option A. 

It was clear that most candidates were unsure about the role and importance of civil servants with some 

believing that they kept order and ensured fairness in parliamentary debates. 

 



GCSE (9-1) Citizenship Studies - J270/01 - Summer 2024 Examiners’ report 

 24 © OCR 2024 

Question 22  

Almost all candidates agreed with the statement that UK media tend to promote free speech, but many 

wrongly assumed that the media also have a legal duty to ‘give equal weight to both sides of every 

argument’. Nevertheless, over half of candidates showed a precise understanding of the situation by 

choosing option D. 
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Question 23  

The majority of candidates were able to correctly identify one indicator showing that citizens support 

democracy. Popular choices were option B, ‘membership of political parties is increasing’ and option D, 

‘more people are registering to vote’. Fewer candidates considered option H, ‘petitions to parliament are 

increasing’ to be correct in this context. Nevertheless, many candidates chose all three correct options. 
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Section C overview 

This section assessed candidates’ knowledge and understanding of the United Kingdom as an entity, the 

importance of community cohesion in a culturally mixed society, the challenges of migration, and 

international cooperation, conflict and governance.  

Many candidates were unsure of the nature of UK identity, citizenship rights and the causes of migration.  

However, candidates performed well on the ‘wider world’ part of this section with many drawing on their 

knowledge and understanding of conflicts in the Middle East and Ukraine. They were asked about 

International Humanitarian Law which had been very much ‘in the news’ at the time of the exam. 

Understandably, many candidates answered well.  

 

Question 24  

Most candidates correctly identified at least one of the two local authority actions most likely to increase 

community cohesion (options C and F). The need to ‘involve local people in decision-making’ was the 

more popular choice. Many candidates were attracted by option B – improving roads and pavements, 

rather than the correct option F – taking action against anti-social residents.  
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Question 25  

This proved to be a challenging question. Many candidates were unclear about the additional rights 

conferred by UK citizenship. The right to work in the UK is not one of those additional rights as people 

with permission to stay in the UK for a limited time are able to work here. However, the right to vote and 

the right to be ‘free’ of immigration controls are both benefits of UK citizenship. A significant number of 

candidates answered correctly. 
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Question 26  

Slightly less than half of all candidates made the correct choice on this question showing understanding 

that all the three listed factors contribute to UK residents feeling a complex sense of identity. Many 

candidates overlooked the significance of statement Q, ‘almost 50% of UK residents see themselves as 

English, Welsh, Scottish or Northern Irish as well as British’. 
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Question 27  

Candidates who performed well on the rest of the paper succeeded on this question. They realised that 

both statements were false, and that option A was correct. There were many candidates who chose 

correctly. 

Misconception 

 

Many candidates thought, incorrectly, that most immigrants come to the UK to claim welfare 

benefits rather than to work, be educated or join immediate members of their family. 

Significant numbers also believed that ‘there are very few jobs in the UK for new arrivals’. 

These misconceptions should be addressed by centres. 
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Question 28  

A significant majority answered this question correctly by choosing option D, but others thought that ‘free 

health care’ had been the major new reason for more immigration to the UK.  

This is a similar misconception as that described for Question 27 above.  

 

Question 29  

This question was a straightforward test of candidates’ knowledge of one of the international 

organisations included in the specification content. A significant number chose the correct option (A). 
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Question 30  

The Council of Europe is perhaps one of the lesser-known international organisations of which the UK is 

a member but many responses were correct (option B). A minority of candidates thought, incorrectly, that 

the Council had the power to ‘change’ English laws.  

 

  

Item removed due to 

third party copyright 

restrictions 
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Question 31  

Most candidates were correct in supposing that the UK continues to trade with the EU and that it is a 

permanent member of the UN security council (option B). 
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Question 32  

Almost all candidates were able to identify at least one of the UN’s aims. The most popular options were 

J – ‘protect civilians in global conflicts’ and K – ‘reduce child death rates’. However, relatively few 

candidates correctly identified ‘encourage members states to set climate change targets’ as one of the 

UN’s aims. So only a few candidates selected all four correct options (B, H, J, K). 
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Question 33 (a)  

A significant majority of candidates realised that Canada and the USA were members of NATO. A 

minority thought, incorrectly that Australia and New Zealand were members, perhaps confusing NATO 

with the Commonwealth.  
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Question 33 (b)  

A significant number answered correctly by choosing option C and demonstrating understanding the 

roles of both NATO and the UN. 

 

Question 33 (c)  

While responses to this question tended to be correct, option D, some candidates were uncertain about 

the veracity of the second statement perhaps as a result of confusing the EU with the Russian 

Federation.  
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